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ADV  E  R  TIS  E  M  E  NT. 


THOUGH  the  Author  of  this  volume  de- 
rives by  far  the  greatefl;  part  of  his  fads  from 
Eaftern  writers,  he  has  not  overlooked  the  iiiter- 

•rupted  glimpfes  of  the  tranfaaioiis  ia  the  iMo^ul 
empire,  preferved  by  intelligent  Europeans,  who 
travelled,  the  latl  century,  into  India.  He  relies 
upon  their  authority  with  regard  to  what  they  had 

feen.  He  prefers  the  accounts  of  domeftic  writers, 
to  what  they  only  beard.  He  draws  his  informa- 
tion chiefly  from  the  following  authors ;  and  the 
originals  are,  at  this  moment,  in  his  hands. 

I.  MiRAT  UL  Waridat;  or.  The  Mirror  OF 
Occurrences,  written  by  Mahommed  Shuf- 
FiA  of  Delhi.  He  undertook  the  work  at  the 
requea  of  Byram  Chan,  in  the  reign  of  Ma- 
hommed  Shaw.  He  profefTes  his  book  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  work  of  Feriflita ;  and  it 
contains  a  compendious  hiftory  of  the  Mogul 
Empire,  from  the  death  of  Akbar,  to  the  in- 
vafion  of  Nadir  Shaw. 

II.  Jehangire  Namma;  or,  Tue  History  of 
THE  Emperor  Jehangire.  By  Matimid 
Chan  of  Delhi. 

III.  Shaw  Jehan  Namma  ;  or.  The  History 
OF  the  Emperor  Shaw  Jehan.  By  Mirza 
Casim,  the  fon  of  Mirza  Amin,  private  fe- 

VoL.  III.  b  .  .     ,r 

"  cretary 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

cretary  to  Aurungzebe.     Our  Author  fucceedcd 
his  father  in  that  office. 

IV.  Rose  Namma;  or,  A  Journal  of  the  firfl 
Ten  Years  of  Aurungzebe.  By  the  fame 
Writer. 

V.  Allumgire  Namma;  or,  The  History  of 
Ali.umgire  or  Aurungzebe.  By  the  fame. 
This  work  is  little  more  than  an  abridgment  of 
the  above. 

VI.  MiRAT  Allum;  or,  The  Mirror  of  the 
World.  By  N.vzir  Bucktar  Chan,  a 
man  of  letters,  who  led  a  private  life  near  Fe- 
ridabad,  within  a  few  miles  of  x\gra.  This 
work  contains  the  hiftory  of  the  firft  Ten  Years 
of  Aurungzebe. 
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DISSERTATION 

CONCERNIKG     THE 

ORIGIN    AND    NATURE    of    DESPOTISM 

IN 

H   1    N   D    0    S    T   A    N. 


G 


OVERNMENT  derives  its  form  from  acci- The  di- 
dent ;  its  fpirit  and  genius  from  the  inherent  man-  P^^^^'j'^ 
ners  of  the  people.     The  languor  occafioned    by  aia. 
the  hot  climate  of  India,  inclines   the  natives    to 
indolence  and  eafe  ;  and  he   thinks  the   evils   of 
defpotifm  lefs  fevere  than  the  labour  of  being  free. 
Tranquillity  is  the  chief  objed  of  his  defires.     His 
happinefs  confifts  in  a  mere    abfence   of  mifery ; 
and  oppreflion  muft  degenerate  into  a  folly,  which 
defeats  its  own  ends  before  he  calls  it  by  the  name 
of  injuflice.     Thefe  phlegmatic  fentiments  the  In- 
dian carries  into  his  future  flate.     He  thinks  it  a 
mode  of  being,  in  which  pafhon  is  loft,  and  eve- 
ry faculty  of  the  foul  fufpended,  except   the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  exiftence. 

Other  motives  of  paffive  obedience  join    ifiTue  favouratie 
with  the  love  of  eale.     The  fun,  which  enervates  fo  defpo- 
his  body,  produces  for  him,  in  a  manner  fponta.- 
neouflv,    the   various  fruits  of    the   earth.     He 

Vol.  III.  B  finds 


ii  DISSERTATION  ON  THE  ORIGIN 

finds  fabfiilencc  without   much  toil  ;  he    requires 
liiile  coveriii;!  but  the  IhaJe.     The  chill    blaft  of 
\vintcr  is  unknown  ;   the  feafons  are  only  marked 
by  an  arbitrary  number  of  nights  and  days.     Pro- 
perty being    in    fome    meafure    unnecefifary,  be- 
comes of  little  value  ;  and  men  fubmit,    without 
refinance,  to  violations  of  right,  which  may  hurt 
but  cannot  deftioy  them.     'Iheir   religious    indi- 
tutions  incline  them  to  peace  and  fubmillion.     The 
vulgar  live  with  the   aufterity  of  philofophers,    as 
well  as  with  the  abfiinence    of  devotees.     Averfe 
themfelves  to  tlie  commiiTion  of  crimes,  they  re- 
lent no  injuries  from  others  ;  and  their  low    diet 
cools   their  temper  to  a  degree  which  paflion  can- 
not inflame. 
Encourage      The  fertility  of  the  foil,  which  in  other   king- 
coiitjudh    cloms  conditutes  the  great   profpetity  of  the  na- 
tives, was  a  fource  of  misfortune  to  the   Indians. 
Notwiihilantling  their  abfiinence  anc'  indolence, 
they  were  in  fome  degree  indullrious,  and,  in  want 
of  but  few  things  themfelves,  their  own  arts,  and 
the  natural  productions  of  their  country,  rendered 
them  opulent.     Wealth  accumulated,  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  time,  upon  their  hands  ;  and  they  became 
objects  of  depredation  to  the  fierce  nations  of  the 
northern  Afia.     'i  he  facility  of  incurfion,  among 
a  peaceable  and  harmlefs  race  of  men,  encourag- 
ed concjucfl.     'i'he   victors,    inftcad   of   carrying 
the  fpoil   into  their    native    country,    fat    down 
where  it  had  been  found  ;    and   added   the   mini- 
fhationof  the  conquered  to  the  other  enjoyments 
of  wcahli. 
Ar.;i  n'-         A  Ha,  the    feat  of  the    grcatefl:    empires,    has 
i'xiof''     been  always  the  nurfe  of  the  moll  abject    flaves. 
ru»er y.      The  mountains  of  lY-rfia  have  not   been    able    to 
(lop  the  progrefs  of  the  tide    of   defpotifm  ;  nei- 
ther has  it  been  frozen  in   its  courfe  through  the 
plains  of  the  northern  Tartary,    by    the  chill  air 
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of  the  North.  But  thou8;h  defpotlfrii  governs 
Afia,  it  appears  ill  difteient  countries  under  vari- 
ous forms.  The  Arabs  ol  th'.'  del'eit  .lone  pof- 
fefs  liberty,  on  pccouit  of  the  fterili;  y  of  their 
foil.  Independent  of  revolution  and  change, 
they  fee,  with  unconcern,  empires  falling  and 
rifing  around.  They  remain  unconquered  by 
arms,  by  luxury,  by  corruption;  they  alter  no::  their 
language,  they  adhere  to  their  cuftoms  3V.d  man- 
ners, they  retain  their  drcfs.  Their  whole  property 
confifls  of  llocks  and  herds,  of  their  tents  and  arms. 
They  annually  make  a  fmall  and  voluntary  pre- 
fent  to  the  chief  of  their  blood.  They  revolt 
againft  opprefiion  ;  and  they  are  free  by  neceflity, 
which  they  miifake  for  choice.  When  men  are 
obliged  to  wander  for  fubfiftence,  defpotifni 
knows  not  where  to  find  its  Haves. 

The  Tartar,  thouc^h  a  wanderer  like  the  Arab,  Nature  of 
was  never  equally  tree.  A  violent  ariltocracy  al- 
ways prevailed  in  the  country  of  the  farmer,  ex- 
cept in  a  feu  fliort  periods,  when  the  fortune  of 
one  eflabiiflied  a  tranfient  defpotifm  over  the 
whole.  There  man  is  armed  againll  man,  chief 
againft  chief,  and  tribe  againfl  tribe.  War  is  no 
longer  a  particular  profeffion,  but  the  conftant 
occupation  of  all.  Men  are  more  afraid  of  men 
in  the  folitudes  of  Tartarv,  than  of  beads  of 
prey.  The  traveller  moves  with  great  circam- 
fpeclion,  and  hears  an  enemy  in  every  blail  of 
wind.  When  he  fees  a  tradt  in  the  fand,  he 
crofles  it,  and  begins  to  draw  his  fword.  Though 
the  barrennefs  of  the  country  has  prevented  the 
growth  or  introduction  of  luxury,  avarice  prevails; 
and  he  that  has  the  leaft  to  lofe  is  the  mod  inde- 
pendent, where  life  is  invariably  rifqued  for  a  tri- 
fling fpoil.  Robbery  acquires  the  more  honour- 
able name  of  Conquefl  ;  and  the  afTafTm  is  dig- 
nified with  the  title  of  Wariior. 

B  2  In 
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and  Af;;.-in  j^^  ^^^  mountains  which  feparate  Perfia  froin 
cracics.  India,  the  nature  and  face  ot  the  country  have 
formed  a  di'Terent  fpecies  of  fociety.  Every  val- 
ley contains  a  community  fubjeft  to  a  prince, 
M'hofe  defpotifm  is  tempered,  by  an  idea  eflablifli- 
ed  ajnong  his  people,  that  he  is  the  chief  of  their 
blood,  as  well  as  their  fovcreign.  They  obey 
him  without  reluctance,  as  they  derive  credit  to 
their  family  from  his  greatnefs.  They  attend  him 
in  his  wars,  with  the  attachment  which  children 
have  for  a  parent ;  and  his  government,  though 
feverc,  partakes  more  of  the  rigid  difcipline  of  a 
general,  than  of  the  caprice  of  a  defpot.  Rude 
as  the  face  of  their  country,  and  fierce  and  viild 
as  the  (torms  which  cover  their  mountains,  they 
love  incurfion  and  depredation,  and  delight  in 
plunder  and  in  battle.  United  firmly  to  their 
friends  in  war,  to  their  enemies  faithlefs  and  cruel. 
They  place  jullice  in  force,  and  conceal  treachery 
under  the  name  of  addiefs.  Such  are  the  Afgans 
or  Patans,  who  conquered  India,  and  held   it  for 


ages. 


rent 


c^VhT'p?-  '^'^^^  defpotifm  which  the  Patans  eftabliflied  in 
cj.iK  diiie-  their  conqueds,  partook  of  the  violence  of  their 
national  chara(fter  at  home.  Their  government 
w.is  opprerTivc  through  pride,  and  tyrannical 
fiom  pnllion  rather  than  from  avarice.  Reinforc- 
ed by  fucceflive  migrations  from  the  mountains 
of  Afganillan,  thev  retained  th^ir  native  fpirit  in 
the  midfl  of  the  luxuries  of  India.  When  the 
monarch  became  voluptuous  and  degenerate, 
they  fupplied  liis  place  with  fome  hardy  chieftain 
from  t'le  north,  who  communicated  his  own  vi- 
^»our  to  the  great  machine  of  the  (late.  The  em- 
pire wrs  fupported  by  a  fuccefhon  cf  abilities, 
raiher  than  by  a  hereditary  fuccelllon  of  princes  ; 
;in.l  i:was  the  countrymen,  and  not  the  polteiitv 

of 
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of  the  fifft   conquerors,    who  continued   the   do- 
minion of  the  Patans  over  India. 

The  conqueft  of  India  by  the  family  of  Timur,  ^  "^^  f>>at 
proceeded  from  the  abilities  of  one  man,  and  Mo-uIs. 
not  from  the  eiFort  of  a  nation.  Baber  himfelf 
was  a  ftranger  in  the  country  in  which  he  reigned, 
before  he  penetrated  beyond  the  Indus.  His 
troops  confined  of  foldiers  of  fortune,  from 
various  countries;  his  officers  were  men  uho 
owed  their  rank  to  merit,  not  to  fucceffion.  The 
religion  of  Mahommed,  which  they  in  common 
profeflfed,  and  their  obedience  to  one  leader, 
were  the  only  ties  which  united  the  conquerors 
upon  their  arrival ;  and  they  were  foon  difiipated 
in  the  extenfive  dominions  which  their  arms 
fubdued.  The  character  of  the  prince  went  down 
on  the  current  of  government ;  and  the  mild 
difpofition  of  his  fucceffors  contributed  to  con- 
firm the  humane  defpotifm  which  he  had  intro- 
■duced  into  his  conquefts. 

A  coniinued  influx  of  ftrangers  from  the  Caufe  of 
northern  Afia,  became  necefiary  for  the  fupport  f/r£„ce'"' 
of  princes  who  profelfed  a  different  faith  v.-ith 
their  fubjeds,  in  the  vaft  empire  of  India.  The 
army  was  recruited  with  foldiers  from  different 
nations;  the  court  was  occupied  by  nobles  from 
various  kingdoms.  The  latter  were  followers  of 
the  Mahommedan  religion.  In  the  regulations 
and  fpirit  of  the  Coran,  they  loH:  their  prim>ary 
and  characleiiftical  ideas  upon  government  ;  and 
the  whole  fyrtem  was  formed  and  enlivened  by  the 
limited  principles  which  Mahommed  promulgated 
in  the  defarts  of  Arabia. 

The  faith  of  iVlahommed  is  peculiarly  calculat-  f  om  tiicir 
ed  for  defpotifm  ;   and  it    is   one   of   the  greatefl  rdi^  on. 
caufes    which  muft  fix  for    ever  the    duration    of 
that  fpecies  of  government  in  the  Fad.     The  le- 
giilator  furniflies  a  proof  of  this  poHtion  in  his 
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O'vvn  ronducl.  He  derived  his  fuccefs  from  the 
fwoid.  more  than  from  his  eloquence  and  addrefs. 
The  lyrniiny  lie  efiabliHied  was  of  the  molt  ex- 
tcnfive  kind.  He  eiiflaved  the  mind  as  well  as 
the  bodv.  Tiie  abrupt  ar-zumcnt  of  the  fword 
brought  convi61ion,  v\hen  perfuafion  and  delufion 
jailed.  Heefttcled  a  revolution  and  change  in 
the  human  mind,  as  well  as  in  dates  and  empires; 
and  the  ambitious  will  continue  to  fupport  a  fyf- 
tem  which  lays  its  foundation  on  the  pallive  obe- 
dience of  thofe  whom  Fortune  has  once  placed 
beneath  their  power. 
re'Doiifni  '^^^*^  unlimited  power  which  Mahommcdanifm 
gives  to  every  njan  in  his  own  family,  habituates 
mankind  to  flavery.  Every  rhild  is  tauglit,  from 
his  infancy,  to  look  upon  his  father  as  the  abfolute 
difpofer  of  life  and  death.  The  number  of  wives 
and  concubines  which  the  more  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful entertain,  ii  a  caufe-of  animofity  and  quar- 
rel, which  notliing  but  afeverc  and  uwJiccountable 
power  in  the  mailer  of  a  family  can  reprefs. 
'ihis  private  fpecies  of  delpotifm  is,  In  miniature, 
the  counter-part  of  what  prevails  in  the  Itate  j 
and  it  has  tb'='  fame  effccl-,  in  reducing  all  the  paf- 
fions  under  ihe  d<iminion  of  fear.  Jcaloufy  iifelf, 
that  mofl:  violent  of  the  feelings  oi  the  foul,  is 
curbed  within  ihev»allsoi"  the  haram.  !  he  wo- 
njtn  ,y.^--  pine  in  fecret,  but  they  mu/l  clothe 
their  ii,aturt.>  with  ciiecrfulntfs  when  their  lord 
arpe^.rs.  Confumacy  is  produ<Stive  of  immediate 
puniliiment.  1  licy  ari:  degrade*],  divorced,  chaf- 
(il\d,  and  even  fometin»'::s  put  to  death,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  their  criiiie  or  obltinacy,  or 
the  wr.ilh  of  the  ofl'tnded  hulband.  No  enquiry 
is  made  concerning  their  fate.  Their  friends  may 
murmur  ;  but  the  laws  provide  no  redrefs  ;  for 
no  appeals  to  public  juftice  ilTue  forth  fiom  the 
haram. 

Young 
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Young  men,  wiih  their  minds  moulded  to  fub-  ofthen-af- 
je<51ion,  become  themfclves  mafters  of  tamiUes  in  ^^^'-r^s. 
thecouiTe  of  time.  Their  power  beinp;  confined 
within  their  own  walls,  they  exerciie,  in  private, 
that  defpotifm  which  they  in  public  dread.  But 
though  they  are  freed  from  domedic  tyranny,  they 
ftill  continue  flaves.  Governors,  magiflrates,  and 
inferior  officers,  inverted  with  the  power  ot  the 
principal  defpot,  wbofe  will  is  law  to  the  empire, 
exercife  their  authority  with  rigour.  The  idea  of 
paiiive  obedlrnce  is  carried  through  every  vein  of 
the  (late.  The  machine  conneded  in  all  its  parts, 
by  arbitrary  fway,  is  moved  by  the  aclive  fpirlt 
of  the  prince  ;  and  the  lenity  or  opprc-fiivenefs  of 
government,  in  all  its  departments,  depends  upon 
the  natural  difpofition  of  his  mind. 

The  law  of  compenfation  for  muider,  autho-  Law  of 
rifed  by  the  Coran,  is  attended  with  pernicious  ^jo'J,  fo"  ^" 
effeds.  It  deprefles  the  fpirit  of  the  poor;  and  murder. 
encourages  the  rich  in  the  unmanly  pafiion  of  re- 
venge. The  price  of  blood  in  India  is  not  the 
third  part  of  the  value  of  a  horfe.  The  innate 
principles  of  juftice  and  humanity  are  weakened, 
by  thefe  means  ;  fecurity  is  taken  from  fociety, 
as  rage  m.ay  frequently  get  the  better  of  the  love 
of  money.  A  religion  which  indulges  individuals 
in  a  crime,  at  which  the  reft  of  mankind  fiiudder, 
leaves  ample  room  for  the  cruelty  of  a  prince. 
Accuilomed  to  fit  in  judgment  on  criminals,  he 
becomes  habituated  to  death.  He  miftakes  pafTion 
for  juftice.  His  nod  is  condemnation  ;  men  are 
dragged  to  execution,  with  an  abruptnefs  which 
prevents  fear.  'J  he  incident  has  no  confequence, 
but  to  imprefs  terror  on  the  guilty  or  fufpcded  ; 
and  the  Ipeclators  fcarcely  heed  a  ciicumilance, 
which  its  frequency  has  made  them  to  cxpe6l. 

The  frequent  bathing  inculcated  by  the  Coran,  Bathmg. 
has,  by  debilitating   the   body,  a  great  efFeft  on 
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thcir.inJ.  llabit  makes  the  warm  bath  a  luxury 
of  a  bewhchinc;  kind.  The  women  fpend  whole 
days  In  water  ;  and  haflen  by  it  the  approach  of 
age.  The  indolence  of  the  men,  which  induces 
them  to  follov/  every  mode  of  placid  pleafure,  re- 
commends to  them  a  praflice  which  Mahommed 
has  made  a  tenet  of  religion.  The  prohibition  of 
wine  is  alfo  favourable  to  defpotifm.  It  prevents 
that  free  comnumication  of  fentiment  which 
awakens  mankind  from  a  torpid  indifference  to 
their  natural  rights.  They  become  cold,  timid, 
cautious,  referred  and  interefted ;  ftrangers  to 
ihofe  warm  pafTions,  and  that  cheerful  elevation  of 
mind,  which  render  men  in  fome  meafure  honeft 
and  fincere.  In  the  Eafl:,  there  are  no  public 
places  of  meeting,  no  communications  of  fenti- 
ment?, no  introduction  to  private  friendfliip.  A 
ful'enncfs,  and  a  love  of  retirement  prevail, 
winch  difunitc  mankind  ;  and  as  all  affociations 
among  men  are  prevented,  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment arc  Rrengihened  by  the  very  virtue  of  tem- 
perance. 

The  doflrine  of  a  rigid  fate,  or  abfolute  pre- 
dcftination,  which  forms  one  of  the  principal  te- 
nets of  the  Mahommedan  religion,  has  a  great  in- 
fluence on  the  character  and  manners  of  men. 
When  this  opinion  is  adopted  as  an  article  of  faith, 
the  ncceflity  of  precaution  is  inculcated  in  vain. 
The  fatalifl  begins  an  adion  becaufe  human  na- 
ture is  incapable  of  abfolute  idlenefs  ;  but  when 
a  love  of  repofe  invites  him,  when  an  obdacle 
arifcs  before  him  to  thwart  his  defigns,  he  has  no 
motive  for  perfcverance.  He  wails  for  another 
day,  perhaps  for  another  month  :  he  at  lafl  trufts 
the  whole  to  Providence,  and  makes  God  the 
agent  in  his  very  crimes.  Mifcarriage  can  be  no 
difgracc  v.  here  fucccfs  depends  not   on   abilities  ; 

and 
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and  the  general  who    lofcs   a    battle   through   his 
own  pufillanimlty,  lays  the  blame  upon  Providence. 

The  extenfive  polygamy  permitted  by  the  Poiviiiniy- 
law  of  Mahommcd,  has  a  fatal  effect  on  the 
minds  of  his  followers  ;  but  it  has  its  advantages 
as  well  as  its  defecls.  The  peculiar  nature  of 
the  climate  fubjefis  women  to  difeafes,  and  hurries 
them  forward  in  a  few  years  to  age.  One  man 
retains  his  vigour  beyond  the  common  fucceffion 
of  three  women  through  their  prime  ;  and  the  law 
for  a  multiplicity  of  wives  is  necefl'ary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  human  race.  But  thecuflom  weakens 
paternal  affedion;  for  as  a  hufband  cannot  equally 
divide  his  regard  among  many  women,  the  chil- 
dren of  the  favourite  v.-ill  be  preferred.  Even 
thefe  will  not  be  much  beloved.  The  lofs  of  a 
child  is  no  misfortune  ;  and  the  care  of  preferving 
it  is  leflened,  by  the  opportunity  which  the  num- 
iber  of  his  women  furnilhes  to  the  father  for  be- 
getting more.  The  child  himfelf  is  no  ftranger 
to  this  indifference  ;  and  he  fails  in  proportion  in 
his  duty.  Befides,  the  jealoufy  between  mothers 
in  the  haram  grows  into  hatred  among  their  fons. 
The  affe£lion  between  brothers  is  annihilated  at 
home  ;  and  when  they  iffue  forth  into  the  world, 
rhey  carry  their  animofities  into  all  the  various 
tran'^adions  of  life. 

Thefe  religious  tenets,  which  are  fo  favoi'i:b^e  'Conceal- 
to  defpotifni,  are  accompanied   with  finQ-ular  opi-   ^^f^'itof 

J  n  u*L  1-ri  •  women. 

nions  and  cultoms,  which  are  ablolutc  enemies  to 
freedom  and  independence.  The  concealment 
of  their  women  is  facred  amon'T  the  Mahomme- 
dans.  Brothers  cannot  vifit  them  in  private ; 
ftrangers  muff  never  fee  them.  This  excef^'^ve 
jealoufy  is  derived  from  various  caufes.  It  pro- 
ceeds from  religion,  which  inculcates  fcmrde  mo- 
defly  ;  it  arifcs  partly  from  the  policy  of  govern- 
ment; it  is  derived  from   the  nature  of  the  cli- 
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mate,  where  continence  is  a  more  arduous  virtue 
than  in  the  blc:ik  regions  of  the  north.  Honour 
conlilis  in  that  which  men  are  moft  folicitous  to 
Iccure.  '1  he  chaflity  of  his  wives  is  a  poinr, 
without  which  the  Afiatic  niuft  not  live.  The 
defpot  encourages  the  opinion  ;  as  the  poflefllon 
of  the  women  of  his  moll  powerful  fubjects  is  a 
futlicicnt  pledge  for  their  faith,  when  p.bient  in 
expcuiiicn  cind  war. 
itstfT.a  When  the  governor  of  a  province  falls  under 
the  fufpicion  of  difi;ffe£^ion  for  his  prince,  the 
full  fiep  taken  againfl.  him,  is  an  order  ijfued  for 
iending  his  women  to  court.  Even  one  of  his 
wives,  and  flie  too  iiot  tiie  bed  beloved,  will 
bind  him  to  his  allegiance.  His  obedieuce  to  this 
mandate  is  the  true  ted  of  his  dcOgns.  If  he  in- 
llDnily  obevs,  all  lufpicion'^  vanifli ;  if  he  hefitates 
a  moment,  lie  is  declared  a  rebv.!.  His  affeflion 
for  the  wcman  is  not  the  pledge  of  his  fidelity ; 
but  his  honour  is,  in  her  perloii,  in  the  ciiflody 
of  his  fovereign.  Women  are  fo  facred  in  India, 
that  even  the  common  foldiery  leave  them  unmo- 
lefled  iii  the  midll  of  flaughter  and  devuftation. 
The  haram  is  a  fanduary  cagainfl  all  the  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  viclory ;  and  ruffian!^,  covered  with 
the  blood  of  a  liufband,  flnink  back  with  confu- 
fion  from  the  fecret  apartments  of  his  wives. 
en  their  In  the  lilcnce  which   attends  delpotifm,  every 

nuiiDci?.  jjjj,^,^  jjj  j^rk  and  folemn.  luflicc  iifelf  is  cxe- 
cuted  with  privacy  ;  and  fometimes  a  folitary  gun, 
fireil  ai  midnight  from  the  palace  of  the  defpot, 
proclaims  the  work  or  death.  Tvien  indulge 
themfelves  under  the  veil  of  iecrecy  ;  and  rejoice 
in  their  good  iorlune,  when  their  pleafures  can 
efcaj'-e  the  eye  of  their  prince.  Vuiuptuoufnefs 
is,  therefore,  preferred  to  luxury.  U  he  enjoy- 
ment ct  the  compimy  of  women  is  the  chief  ob- 
jed  Ox  iiic  among  the  great  j  and  when  they  re- 
tire 
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tire  into  the  fancluary  of  the  haram,  they  forf^et, 
in  a  variety  of  charms,  their  precarious  rii-uation 
in  the  ftate.  The  necefl'aiy  privacy  enhances  the 
indulgence  ;  and  the  extreme  fcnfibihiv,  perhaps, 
peculiar  to  the  natives  of  a  hot  climatt,  carries 
pleafure  to  an  excefs  which  unmans  the  iriind. 
Men  are  polTeifed  of  fomething  which  they  :!re 
afraid  to  lofe ;  and  defponfm,  which  is  founded 
on  the  principles  of  fear  and  indolence,  derives 
ftability  and  permanency  from  the  defers  and 
vices  of  its  ilaves. 

The  feeds  of  defpotifm,  which  the  nature  of  P^ffi^i-^'- 
the  climate  and  fertility  of  the  foil  had  i^ox^,'n  in  °"^ 
India,  were,  as  has  been  obferved,  ri::ared  to  per- 
fed  growth  by  the  Mahommedan  faith.  Vv'hea 
a  people  have  been  long  fubjefted  to  arbitrary 
power,  the'r  return  to  liberty  is  ;:rduous  and  al- 
moii  iiupoffible.  Slavery,  by  the  Itrength  uf  cuf- 
tom,  is  blended  with  human  nature;  and  that 
undefined  fomerhing,  called  Public  Virtue,  exifts 
no  more.  '1  he  fubjccl  never  thinks  of  reforma- 
tion ;  and  the  prmce,  v/ho  only  has  it  in  his 
power,  will  introduce  no  innovations  to  abridge 
his  own  authority.  Were  even  the  defpot  pof- 
fefTcd  of  the  enthufiafm  of  public  fpirir,  the  peo- 
ple would  revolt  agahift  the  introdu6lion  of  free- 
dom ;  and  revert  to  that  form  of  government, 
v/hicii  takes  the  trouble  of  regulation  from  their 
hands. 

The  fMTipHcity  of  defpotifm  recommends  it  to  o"  t^"  "a- 
an  indolent  and  ignorant  race  of  men.  Its  obvi- 
ous impartiality,  its  prompt  juitice,  it^  immediate 
feverity  againlt  crimes,  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  fu- 
perficial,  and  raife  in  their  minds  a  veneration 
little  (hort  of  idolatry  for  their  prince.  When  he 
is  active  and  determined  in  his  meafures,  the  great 
machine  moves  with  a  velocity  which  throws  vi- 
gour into    the   very  extremities  of  the  empire. 

His 
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Ills  violence,  and  even  his  caprices,  are  virtues,, 
where  the  waters  mud  be  alvvavs  agitated  to  pre- 
ferve  tlieir  fre'rinefs ;  and  indolence  and  irrelblu- 
tion  can  be  his  only  ruinous  vices.  The  firlt  in- 
deed may  injure  the  (late;  but  by  the  latter  it 
mufl  be  undone.  A  feverc  prince,  by  his  jea- 
loufy  of  his  own  authority,  prevents  the  tyranny 
of  others  ;  and,  though  fierce  and  arbitrary  in 
himfelf,  the  fubjedt  derives  a  benefit  from  his  be- 
ing the  fole  defpot.  His  rage  falls  heavy  on  the 
dignified  fl:ives  of  his  prefence ;  but  the  people 
efcape  his  fury  in  their  diflance  from  his  hand, 
cf dcfro-  'ii^Q  defpotic  form  of  government  is  not,  how- 
ever, fo  terrible  in  its  nature,  as  men  born  in 
free  countries  are  apt  to  imagine.  'I'hough  no 
civil  regulation  can  bind  the  prince,  there  is  one 
great  lav/,  the  ideas  of  mankind  with  regard  to 
right  and  wrong,  by  which  he  is  bound.  When 
he  becomes  an  aifaflin,  he  teaches  others  to  ufe 
the  dagger  againfl  himfelf;  and  wanton  ads  of 
injullice,  often  repeated,  deflroy  by  degrees  that 
opinion  which  is  the  fole  foundation  of  his  power. 
In  the  indiflerence  of  his  fubjeOs  for  his  perfon 
and  government,  he  becomes  liable  to  the  con- 
fpiracics  of  courtiers,  and  the  ambitious  fchemes 
of  his  r(  lations.  He  may  have  many  flaves,  but 
he  can  liave  no  friends.  His  perfon  is  expofed  to 
injury.  A  certainty  of  impunity  may  arm  even 
cowards  againfl:  him  ;  and  thus,  by  his  excefTive 
?rdour  for  power,  he  with  his  authority  lofes  his 
life. 
^*iM^ln-  Htfj)otirm  appears  in  its  mod:  engaging  form, 
del  tuber,  r.rdcr  the  Imperial  houfe  of  Timur.  The  un- 
common abilities  of  mofl  of  the  princes,  with  the 
mild  and  humane  characlcr  of  all,  rendered  Hin- 
doK.'in  the  mofl  flourifliing  empire  in  the  world 
during  two  complete  centuries.  1  he  manly  and 
gener(..us  temper  of  Baber  permitted  not  oppreili- 
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on  to  attend  the  vi£lorics  of  his  fword.  He  came 
with  an  intention  to  govern  the  nations  whom  he 
fubdued  ;  and  felfifli  motives  joined  ilfue  with  hu- 
manity in  not  only  fparing,  but  proieding  the 
vanquifhed.  His  invafion  was  no  abrupt  incurfi- 
on  for  plunder ;  and  he  thought  the  ufual  income 
of  the  crown  a  fufficient  reward  for  his  toil.  His 
nobles  were  gracified  with  the  emoluments  of  go-  * 

vernment ;  and,  froni  difpofition,*  an  enemy  to 
ufelefs  pomp  and  grandeur,  he  chofe  that  his 
treafury  fhould  be  gradually  filled  with  thefurplus 
of  the  revenue,  than  with  the  property  of  indivi- 
duals, whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  placed  be- 
neath his  power.  Awed  by  his  high  charadler, 
the  companions  of  his  victories  carried  his  mild- 
nefs  and  flricl  equity  through  all  the  departments 
of  government.  The  tyranny  of  the  family  of 
Lodi  was  forgotten ;  and  the  arts,  which  had 
been  fupprefled  by  a  violent  defpotifm,  began  to 
tear  their  heads,  under  the  temperate  dominion 
of  Baber. 

Humaioon,  though  not  equal  in  abilities  to  his  Humal- 
father,  carried  all  his  mild  virtues  into  the  throne. 
He  was  vigilant  and  adlive  in  the  adminiftration 
ofjuflice,  he  fecured  property  by  his  edids  ;  and, 
an  enemy  to   rapacity  himfelf,  he  punifhed   the 
oppreffive  avarice  of  his  deputies  in  the  provinces. 
'J'he  troubles  which  diilurbed  his   reign   were  the 
effect  of  the  ambition  of  others ;  and  his   expul- 
fion  from  the  throne  was  lefs  a  misfortune  to  him 
than   to  his  fubje(5ls.     When   he  returned   wirli 
vidory,  he  left  the  mean  paflion   of  revenge  be- 
hind.    He  puniflied  not  his  people  for  his   own 
difaflers ;  he   feemed   to  forget   the  pad,  in   the 
profpeft  of  doing  future  good.     The   nations   of 
India  felt,  bv  the  benefit  received   from  his  pre- 
fence,  how  much  they  had   loll   by  his  abfence* 
ThouG^h  worn  out   under  a  fuccefilon  of  tvrants, 
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(luring  his  exile,  Hindoflan  began  to  revive  when 
he  rc-niounted  the  throne.  Ills  fudden  and  un- 
expetacJ  death  portended  a  ftorm,  which  was 
dhlipated  by  the  fplendid  abilities  and  virtues  of 
his  U)n. 

Akbar.  Akbar  was  pofufred   of  Baber's  intrepidity  in 

war,  of  llumaioon's  mildnefs  in  peace.  Bold, 
manly,  and  enterpriiang,  he  was  an  enemy  to 
oppreflion  ;  and  he  hated  cruelty,  as  he  was  a 
ilraiiger  to  fear.  In  the  more  fplendid  bufinefs 
of  the  field,  he  forgot  not  the  arts  of  peace.  He 
eftablifiied,  by  edict,  the  right  of  the  fubjecl  to 
transfer  his  property  wi.hout  the  confent  of  the 
crown,  and  by  ordering  a  legiller  of  the  fixed 
rents  of  the  lands  to  be  kept  in  'he  courts  of  juf- 
t"_e  in  every  di'trici,  he  took  from  hib  ofncers  the 
power  of  oppreiling  ihe  people.  Severe  in  his 
ju .'lice,  he  never  forgave  extortion.  He  promot- 
ed juft  complaints  againft  the  ferva^its  of  the 
crown,  by  various  proclamations.  He  encou- 
raged trade,  by  an  exemption  oF  duties  through 
the  inferior  provinces ;  and  by  the  invariable 
protedion  given  to  merchants  of  all  nations.  He 
regarded  neither  the  religious  r.pinions,  nor  the 
countries  of  men  :  all  v,  ho  entered  his  dominions 
were  hi,s  fubjects,  and  they  had  a  right  to  his  juf- 
tice.  He  iifiied  an  edid  which  was  afterwards 
revived  by  Aurungzebe,  that  the  rents  fliould  not 
be  incrcafcd  upon  thofe  who  improved  their  lands  ; 
■which  wife  regulation  encouraged  induftry,  and 
became  a  fource  of  wealth  to  the  ftate. 

.l;liavgir<?.  Jchp.ngirc,  though  unlit  for  the  field,  trod  in 
his  father's  path  in  regulating  the  civil  affairs  of 
the  (late.  Impreffed  with  a  high  fenfe  of  the  abi- 
lities of  Akbar,  he  continued  all  his  edicts  in 
force  ;  and  he  was  the  invariable  protedlor  of  the 
people  againit  the  rapacity  and  tyranny  of  his 
own  ofFicers.     In  his  adminiflration  of  juftice,  he 
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was  fcrupulous,  fevere,  and  exact ;  and  if  he 
at  any  time  gave  i  wrong  decifion,  it  proceeded 
from  a  weaknef:;,  rather  than  from  a  vice  of  the 
mind. 

His  fon,  Shaw  Jehan,  was  poflcffed  of  better  Shawj-?- 
parts,  and  was  mor.-  attentive  than  Jehaiigire  to  '^'^"• 
the  biifmefs  of  the  fu' Jeft.  He  v^'as  minutely  ac- 
quainted v/irh  the  ftate  of  the  empire,  and  being 
free  from  that  caprice  and  vi^hini  which  threw  a 
kind  of  dii^race  on  the  authority  of  his  father,  he 
rendt-red  his  people  happy  by  the  gravity,  juitice, 
and  fclcmniiv  of  his  decillons.  The  empire  flou- 
rifhed  ai.der  his  upright  and  able  adminillration. 
OppreiTion  was  unknown  from  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  on  account  of  the  vigilance  of  the  empe- 
ror ;  and  the  (Iricl  impartiality  which  he  efla- 
bHlhed  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  diminiflied  inju- 
ries between  man  and  man. 

Aurungzebe,  to  who-^  bufinefs  was  amufe-  Aurung. 
ment,  added  the  moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  empire,  to  an  unremitting  applica- 
tion. He  made  hiiv.felf  minutely  acquainted  with 
the  revenue  paid  by  every  diftricl,  with  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  the  infeiior  courts,  an.l  even 
with  the  characler  atid  dirponcioii  of  the  feveral 
judges.  He  ordered  the  req;ifler  of  the  rencs  to 
be  It^c  open  for  the  inrpc6lioii  of  all,  that  the 
people  might  did'  iguifa  extortion  from  the  juft 
deman(Js  of  '^H-  crown.  He  commanded,  that 
men  verfed  \a  the  ufages  of  the  fevtral  court?,  in 
the  precepts  of  the  Coran,  and  in  the  regulations 
eftablifned  by  edicts,  flionld  attend  at  the  public 
expence,  and  give  their  opinion  to  the  poor  ia 
matters  of  litigation.  He  eflabliflied  a  mode  of 
appeal  beyond  certain  funis;  and  he  difgraced 
judges  for  an  error  in  judgment,  and  punifhed 
them  feverely  for  corrviption  ana  partiality.  His 
aftivity  kept  the  great  m.achine  of  government  i;i 

motion 
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motion  through  all  its  members  :  his  penetrating 
eye  followed  oppreflion  to  its  moft  fecret  retreats, 
and  his  ftern  juitice  eflabliflied  tranquillity,  and 
fecured  property  over  all  his  extenfive  domi- 
nions. 
S.ueof  When  Bahcr,  at  the  head   of  his   army,  took 

*"  '^  pofiLfllon  of  the  dominions  of  the  Imperial  family 
of  I.odi,  he  continued  to  the  crown  the  property 
of  all  the  lands.  Thefe  being  annually  rented 
out  to  the  fubjeft,  furnifhed  thofe  imnicnfe  reve- 
nues which  fupported  the  unequalled  fplendor  of 
his  fuccelfors  in  the  throne.  The  property  of  in- 
dividuals confided,  at  firfl,  of  moveables  and  mo- 
ney only  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  crown  could 
not  even  difpofe  of  thcfe  by  will,  without  the 
written  confent  of  the  prince.  Time,  however, 
wrought  a  change  in  things.  The  poflerity  of 
Paber  alienated,  for  particular  fervices^  eftates 
from  the  crown  in  perpetuity ;  and  thpfe  defcend- 
ed  in  fucceffion  by  will,  or  if  the  proprietor  died 
intef^ate,  by  an  equal  divifion  to  his  children,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  Coran.  This  kind  of 
property  w  as  alfo  transferable  by  fale ;  and  it  has 
been  judged,  that  one  third  part  of  the  empire 
wa«  given  away  by  this  fpccies  of  grants  Irom  the 
crown. 
prr».eiiv.  'I  he!"e  grants,  however,  were  not  always  a  fuf- 
firieiit  ft-curity  againft  the  violence  of  the  crown. 
S<»rne  of  the  emperors  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  rctume  many  eftates  by  an  edidl ;  and  it  muft 
b'  lonfclTcd,  that  political  necelhty  juftified  the 
jncramre.  Princes  who  contended  tor  the  empire 
were  la\ifh  in  their  donations;  and,  had  not  an 
act  of  rcfumption  fometimes  taken  phice,  the  re- 
venue of  the  crown  would,  in  procefs  of  time, 
liave  been  annihilated.  There  was,  however,  a 
kind  of  equivalent  given  to  the  proprietors ;  a 
penfjon    was   felilcd   upon    themfelves,  and   their 

children 
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children  were  received  into  the  fervice  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  wealth  of  the  officers  of  the 
crown  is,  after  their  death,  confidered  as  Impe- 
rial property ;  but  unlefs  it  is  immenfe,  it  is  ne- 
ver appropriated  by  the  prince ;  and  even  in  that 
cafe,  a  proper  provlfion  is  made  for  the  children, 
and  they  have,  by  an  eflablifhed  cuftom,  a  right 
to  be  employed  in  fome  of  the  departments  of 
the  ftate.  The  women  of  the  deceafed  receive 
annual  penfions  according  to  their  rank ;  and 
they  may  either  live  in  widowhood,  or  make 
new  alliances  by  marriage. 

The  Mofful  fyftem  of  government  admits  of  no  Oftltlesof 

i_         J-  u  -r  n.  W     honour. 

hereditary  honours.  Lvery  man  mult  owe  nis 
preferment  and  rank  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  favour 
of  his  prince.  High  birth,  however,  was  re- 
fpeded ;  and,  to  a  perfon  of  abilities,  it  was  a 
great  recommendation  at  the  court  of  princes 
proud  of  their  own  noble  origin.  The  ranks 
and  degrees  of  nobility  were  for  the  moft  part 
official,  excepting  thofe  of  the  military  kind. 
Judges,  men  of  letters,  and  eminent  merchants, 
have  been  frequently  dignified  with  titles,  and 
admitted  into  the  circle  of  the  principal  nobles 
in  the  Imperial  prefence.  The  nobles  confifted 
of  three  orders.  The  Emirs,  who  were  the  firft: 
officers  of  ftate,  and  the  viceroys  of  provinces ; 
the  Chans,  who  held  high  polls  in  the  army; 
and  the  Bahadurs,  who  may  in  fome  meafure 
be  compared  to  our  knights.  The  number  of 
Vvhich  thefe  three  orders  confided  was  arbitrary, 
and  each  of  them  had  peculiar  privileges  in  the 
empire,  and  a  demand  on  the  refpeft  of  the  un- 
dignified part  of  the  fubjecls. 

The  courfe  of  juftice  ran  through  the  fame  gra-  ^°^^^  °^ 
dations,  which    the  general   reafon   of  mankind 
feems  to  have  eftablilhed  in  all  countries  fubjedt 
to    regular   governments.      The   provinces  were 

Vol.  III.  C  divided 
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divided  into  diftricls ;  in  each  of  which  a  judge, 
appointed  by  the  emperor,  decided  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  affairs.  He  pronounced  judg- 
ment on  capital  offences,  but  his  fentence  was 
never  put  in  execution  without  the  confent  and 
warrant  of  the  governor  of  the  province.  In  dif- 
putes  concerning  property,  there  lay  an  appeal 
to  the  fupreme  court,  in  which  the  viceroy  pre- 
lided  in  perfon.  Every  province  was,  in  minia- 
ture, a  copy  of  the  empire.  Three  principal 
judges,  with  high  titles  of  dignity,  fat,  with  ma- 
ny affeffors,  in  the  capital.  They  not  only  de- 
cided upon  appeals,  but  fuits  might  originate  be- 
fore them.  The  emperor  himfelf,  in  the  prefence 
of  his  nobles,  prefided  almoft  every  day  in  this 
court,  which  generally  fat  for  two  hours  in  the 
hall  of  public  juffice. 
iuOice.  When  the  matter  appeared  clear,  the  prince, 

without  much  hefitation,  pronounced  judgment ; 
when  it  was  doubtful,  witneffes  were  examined, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  judges  aiked  on  the  point 
of  law.  Should  the  fuit  appear  intricate,  it  was 
referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  their 
own  common  hall ;  but  the  fubject  might  appeal 
from  their  deciiion  to  the  emperor  and  his  affef- 
ibrs  in  the  chamber  of  audience.  Thefe  courts, 
both  when  the  monarch  was  prefent  and  when  he 
was  abfent,  were  left  open  to  the  people.  No 
judgment  was  ever  pronounced  fecretly,  except 
when  the  power  of  the  delinquent  rendered  a 
public  trial  dangerous  to  the  (late. 
Council  of  The  great  olHcers  of  (late,  by  a  kind  of  pre- 
iiats.  fcription,   formed  a  council  which  anfwers  to  our 

cabinet.  The  emperor  afked  their  advice  upon 
affairs  of  moment ;  he  heard  th'jir  fentiments, 
but  nothing  came  ever  to  a  vote.  They  were 
his  advifcrs,  but  they  had  no  controul  on  his  pow- 
er,    lie  frequently  called  to  this   council  men  in 

inferior 
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inferior  departments  ;  and  when  the  deliberation 
concerned  any  particular  province,  the  nobles 
beft  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  empire,  were 
admitted  into  the  cabinet.  The  offences  of  the 
firll  rank,  of  nobility  came  under  the  cognizance 
of  this  council,  as  well  as  other  matters  of  (late. 
They  were  a  kind  of  jury,  who  found  the  matters 
of  fa6l,  and  the  fovereign  pronounced  the  fen- 
tence.  He  might,  by  his  defpotic  power,  iflue  out 
a  warrant  of  death  without  their  advice  ;  but  the 
known  opinions  of  mankind  on  that  fubjed  bound 
him  like  a  law. 

To  thefe  great  lines  of  the  government  of  the  Petiecti- 
Moguls,  fome  refledions  may  be  joined.  Con-  °"^ 
queits  made  by  incurfion,  rather  than  by  war, 
mufl:  be  retained  by  violence.  The  fv/ord,  which 
obtained  the  empire,  fupported  it  under  the  houfe 
of  Timur.  Their  fubjefts  obeyed  them  from  ne- 
ceffity  more  than  from  choice  ;  and  the  lenity  of 
their  adminiftration  arofe  more  from  the  mildnefs 
of  their  difpofition,  than  from  the  fpirit  of  their 
regulations.  The  defpotic  principles  of  the  Tar- 
tars, ingrafted  upon  the  Mahommedan  tenets  of 
religion,  led  to  force ;  and  feemed  to  recognize 
no  obedience,  but  that  which  proceeded  from 
fear.  This  circumflance  obliged  the  defpot  to 
inveft  his  deputies  in  the  provinces  with  a  great 
part  of  his  power  ;  and  when  they  left  his  capital, 
theyortly  did  not  abfoluteiy  rife  from  fubjeds  into 
princes. 

This  communication  of  power,  though  in  fome  on  the 
meafure  necelfary  to  command  the  people,  became  ^" 
dangerous  to  the  prince.  The  imperial  deputies 
began  to  lofe  their  allegiance  in  proportion  to 
their  diftance  from  the  throne.  The  governors 
became,  in  fome  meafure,  independent,  though 
they  profeffed  obedience  to  the  Imperial  edicts. 
A  certain  portion  of  the  revenue  was  remitted  to 
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court;  and  the  deputy,  in  a  venal  court,  found  means 
frequently  to  retain  the  favour  of  his  prince,  when 
he  difobeyed  his  commands.     Every  idea  of  loyalty 
was,  towards  the  decline  of  the  empire,  deftroyed 
among  the  people  of  the  diftant  provinces.     They 
heard  of  an  emperor,  as  the  fuptrltitious    hear  of 
a  guardian  angel,  whom  they  never  behold.     An 
indifference  for  his  fate  fucceeded   to  his  want  of 
power.     A  peafant,  at  the  end  of  many  months, 
was  informed  of  a  revolution  at  Delhi.     He  ftopc 
not  his  oxen,  nor  converted  the  plow-fliare  into  a 
fword.     Hewhiftled  unconcerned  along  his  field; 
and  enquired  not,  perhaps,  concerning  the  name 
of  the  new  prince. 
of  power.       Notwithllanding  this  indifference  in  the  inferior 
fort,    the    emperor    every    day  extended    fymp- 
toms  of  his   fuperior   power   to    the  very  extre- 
mities of  his  empire.     His  edicts  were  tranfmitted 
to  every   dlflrid ;   they   were    publicly   read,  and 
regiftered  In  the  courts   of  juftice.     I'hey  became 
a  fecurity  to  the  people  agalnlt  the  impofitions  of 
the  governor.     An  appeal  lay  from  his   decifions, 
by  a  petition  to  the  emperor  in  the   hall  of  audi- 
ence.    This  doctrine  \\as  inculcated  by  the  cdids  ; 
and  fome  of  the  opprefTed  took  advantage  of  the 
promife  of  juflice  which  they   contained.     Their 
petitions,    whenever   they    found    accefs   to   the 
throne,  were  heard   with   the   attention  which  a 
jealous  prince  pays    to  his  own  power  ;  and  there 
are  many  inftances  in  which  the  governors  of  pro- 
vinces have  been  feverely  punifhed  for  an   adt  of 
injuflice  to  a  poor  peafant.     Never  to  forgive  op- 
preilions    againfl    the    helplcfs    and  low,  vi'as  an 
eflabliihed  maxim  among   all   the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Timur. 
On  th?  The  power  of  difpofing  of  the  fuccefTion  natu- 

luieou       j,^j|y   belongs  to  a   defpot.     During  his    life,    his 
pleafure  is  the  law.     When  he  dies,  his  authority 

ceafes ; 
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ceafes  ;  bat  the  flrength  of  cuftoin  has  made  his 
will,  in  favour  of  any  of  his  fons,  a  fuperior  title 
to  promogeniture.  The  power  is,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  neceffary.  A  prince  having  an  independent 
right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne,  might  be  very 
troublefome  to  his  father  in  an  empire  eflablifhed 
on  the  principles  which  we  have  defcribed.  The 
"weight  which  he  might  derive  from  his  hopes, 
would  clog  the  wheels  of  government,  which,  under 
a  fvfteni  of  defpotifm,  can  admit  of  no  delays,  no 
obftru^tions,  no  divided  or  limited  power.  Per- 
fonal  abilities,  under  fuch  afyflem,  are  more  ne- 
ceiTary  than  under  eftablilhed  laws.  A  weak 
prince  brings  more  calamities  than  a  civil  war, 
A  minority  is  dreadful ;  and  it  can  fcarce  exiil, 
where  the  voice  of  the  prince  is  the  living  law, 
which  moves  the  whole  machine  of  the  (fate. 

Neceffity  frequently  excufes,    in    the   eyes  offuccemon 
m-ankind,  the  worfl  of  crimes.      A  prince  of  abi-  ^^  '''^* 

...  ,  ,  •        1.     T-    n.  1         L  throne. 

lities,  who  mounts  a  tnrone  m  the  halt  by  the  ex- 
clufion  of  an  elder  brother,  efcapes  the  detefla- 
tion  of  his  fubjecls  from  the  good  which  they  hope 
to  derive  from  his  fuperior  parts.  Even  fratricide 
lofes  its  name  in  felf-prefervation,  combined  with 
the  public  good.  The  greatnefs  of  the  crime  is 
eclipfed  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  object.  Succefs 
is  a  divine  decifion  ;  and  the  ftate  gives  up  the 
lives  of  the  unhappy  fufterers,  as  a  facrifice  to  its 
own  repofe.  To  be  born  a  prince,  is  therefore  a 
misfortune  of  the  worfl  and  mod  embarralling 
kind.  He  mud  die  by  clemency,  or  wade  through 
the  blood  of  his  family  tofafety  and  empire. 

The  Hindoos,  or  the  followers  of  the  Brahmin  j^Uj^j^gj-g 
faith,  are  in  number  far  fuperior  to  the  Mahom- 
medans  in  Hindoftan.  The  fyftem  of  religion 
which  they  profefs,  is  only  perfe«flly  known  in  the 
effect  which  it  has  upon  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple.    Mild,  humane,  obedient,   and  induffrious, 

they 
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they  are  of  all  nations  on  earth  the  moft 
eafily  conquered  and  governed.  Their  govern- 
ment, like  that  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Afia,  is 
defpotic  ;  it  is,  in  fuch  a  manner,  tempered  bv 
the  virtuous  principles  inculcated  by  their  religi- 
on,  that  it  feems  milder  than  the  mofl  limited 
monarchy  in  Europe.  Some  of  the  reigning 
princes  trace  their  families,  with  clearnefs,  above 
four  thoufand  years;  many  of  them,  in  a  dubious 
manner,  from  the  dark  period  which  we  place 
beyond  the  flood.  Revolution  and  change  are 
things  unknown  ;  and  affallinations  and  confpira- 
cies  never  exifl. 
o(  the  Penal   laws  are  fcarce  known  among  the   Hin- 

doos ;  for  their  motives  to  bad  adions  are  few. 
T  emperate  in  their  living,  and  delicate  in  their 
conilitutions,  tlieir  palTions  are  calm,  and  they 
have  no  objed  but  that  of  living  with  comfort 
and  eafe.  Timid  and  fubmiffive,  from  the  cold- 
nefs  of  a  vegetable  diet,  they  have  a  natural  ab- 
horrence to  blood.  Induflrious  and  frugal,  they 
poifefs  wealth  which  they  never  ufe.  I'hofe  coun- 
tiies,  governed  by  native  princes,  which  lay  be- 
yond the  devaluations  of  the  Mahoinmedans,  are 
rich,  and  cultivated  to  the  highefi:  degree.  Their 
governors  encourage  induftry  and  commerce ; 
and  it  is  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  Hindoos,  wc  owe 
all  the  fme  manufactures  in  the  Eaft.  During 
the  empire  of  the  Moguls,  the  trade  of  India 
was  carried  on  by  the  followers  of  Brahma.  7"he 
bankers,  fcribes,  and  managers  of  finance  were 
native  Hindoos,  and  the  wifeft  princes  of  the; 
family  of  Timur  protcdled  and  encouraged  fuch 
peaceable  and  ufetul  iubjeds. 
Fiindon  The  nation  of  the  Mahrattors,  though  chiefiv 

fnJ.t"'       compofed  of  Rajaputs,  or  that    tribe  of    Indians 
whole  chief  bufmefs  is  war,  retain  the   mildnefs 
of  their  countrymen   in   their   domelUc  govern- 
ment* 
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ment.  When  their  armies  carry  defl:ru£tion  and 
death  into  the  territories  of  Mahommedans,  all 
is  quiet,  happy,  and  regular  at  home.  No 
robbery  is  to  be  dreaded,  no  impofition  or  ob- 
flrudlion  from  the  officers  of  government,  no 
protection  neceifary  but  the  fnade.  To  be  a 
flranger  is  a  fufficient  fecurity.  Provifions  are 
furnifhed  by  hofpitality ;  and  when  a  peafant  is 
alked  for  water,  he  runs  with  great  alacrity,  and 
fetches  milk.  This  is  no  ideal  picture  of  happi- 
nefs.  The  Author  of  the  Diflertation,  who  tra- 
velled lately  into  the  country  of  the  Mahrattors, 
avers,  from  experience,  the  truth  of  his  obferva- 
tions.  But  the  Mahrattors,  who  have  been  re- 
prefented  as  barbarians,  are  a  great  and  rifing  peo- 
ple, fubject  to  a  regular  government,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  are  founded  on  virtue. 
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STATE  OF  BENGAL  UNDER  THE  MOGULS. 
Preliminary  Obfervations, 

H  E  affairs  of  India,  though  long  of  great  Refleai- 
importance  to  this  kingdom,  have  only  very  lately 
become  objefts  of  public  attention.  Fads  coming 
from  afar  made  little  impreflion :  their  novelty 
could  not  roufe,  noi  their  variety  amufe  the  mind. 
With  a  felfrdenial  uncommon  in  a  fpirited  nation, 
we  heard,  without  emotion,  of  the  great  aftions 
of  fome  of  our  countrymen  ;  and,  if  we  liftened 
to  any  detail  of  oppreflions  committed  by  others, 
it  was  with  a  phlegmatic  indifference,  unworthy  of 
our  boafted  humanity.  A  general  diftafte  for  the 
fubjeft  prevailed  ;  an  age,  marked  with  revoluti- 
on and  change,  ieemed  ready  to  pafs  away,  with- 
out 
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From  'which  it  wiil  appear,  that  the  defpotifm  of 
the  houfe  of  Timur  was  circuinfcribed  by  efta- 
bhfhed  forms  and  regulations,  which  greatly  tem- 
pered the  rigid  feverit y  of  that  form  of  governmenu 


Various    Tenures  under  the  Mozuls, 


6' 


THE   Mogul  Tartars,    when  they    conquered 
India,  carried  a  fyftem  of  neceifary  policy  through 
tn^ c  Mo^     the  countries  vvhich  iheir  arms  had   fubdued.     Irt- 
guii.         ftead  of  feizing  the  lands  of  the  vanquifhed,  they 
confirmed  them  in  their  poflelTions.     The  number 
of  the  conquerors  bearing  no  proportion  to  the 
conquered,    felf-prefervation   obliged    the   firfl  to 
adhere  together,  and  to  hold  the  fword  in   their 
hands.     Had  they  attempted  to  fettle   in  different 
provinces,    they    would     have    foon    ccafed    to 
be  a  people  ;  and  their  power   would  have  been 
broken  by  feparation.     They  retained*  therefore, 
their  military  cliaradcr  :   and,  when  they  reduced 
2.  province,  they  made  the  taxes,    paid    to  former 
princes,    the   invariable    rule    of    their    impofts. 
The  people  changed  their  lords,   but  if  their   go- 
vernment fuffercd  any  change,  it  was  in   the  fub- 
ftitution  of  a  milder  defpotifm,  in   the  place   of 
the  fierce  tyranny  of  the  Patans. 
Tr'.fnitar^       Many    of   the    Rajas,    or    indigenous     Indian 
^■^^^^       princes,  had,  from  the  firfl  eftablifhment   of  the 
Mahommedans  in  India,  been  permitted  to  retain 
a  great   part  of  their  ancient  poifeflions,    which 
they  continued  to  govern  by  their  own  laws,  with- 
out any  appeal  from  their  jurifdicUon  to  the  courts 
of   juflice    CiTabliOied   by    Imperial    commifTions. 
The  only  mark  of  homage  paid  by  the  Rajas,  was 
a  certain  annual  tribute.     The  houfeof  Timur,  no 
Icfi  rcmaikable  for  their    prudence  than    for  their 
clemency  and  juflice,  never  encroached  upon  the 

privileges; 
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privileges  of  the  tributary  princes.  They  found, 
that  though  the  Rajas  paid  not  to  the  crown  above 
half  the  fum  raifed  upon  the  fubjeft,  their  policy, 
induftry,  and  good  government,  were  fo  much 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  Moguls,  that  the  coun- 
tries which  they  polTefl'ed,  yielded  as  much  fn  pro- 
portion to  their  extent,  as  thofe  which  they  had 
farmed  out  to  Zemindars  of  their  own  nation  and 
faith.  In  the  two  provinces  which  the  Britifii 
nation  now  pofTefs,  and  which,  for  the  future,  we 
will  diftinguifh  by  the  general  name  of  Bengal, 
many  dillrifts  of  greater  extent  than  any  county 
in  Britain,  are  (till  poflefled  by  the  aboriginal 
Rajas.  But  we  are  more  rigid  than  the  Moguls  ; 
•we  have  encroached  on  their  privileges,  and  anni- 
hilated their  power.  During  the  domination  of 
the  houfe  of  Timur,  one-fouith  of  Bengal  was 
fubjeft  to  thefe  hereditary  lords. 

'rhe  divifion  of  the  province  which  was  more  Mahoir- 
immediately  under  the  Mahommedan  govern-  medanZ«- 
ment,  was  parcelled  out  into  extenfive  diftrids,  "^'^  ^^"* 
called  C'hucklas,  refenibling,  in  fome  meafure, 
our  counties ;  and  into  leffer  divifions,  like  our 
ancient  tithings.  Thefe  were  lett  co  Zemindars, 
or  farmers  of  the  Imperial  rents,  who  fometimes 
poflefled  a  whole  diftrid,  or  chuckla  ;  as  the  Ze- 
mindar of  Purnea,  whoaiTumed  the  ftyle  and  flate 
of  a  Nabob,  though  only  a  farmer  of  the  revenue, 
under  the  unfortunate  Surage-ul-Dowla.  The 
court  of  Delhi,  under  the  belt  princes,  was  vena!. 
A  fum  of  money,  fecretly  and  propeiiy  applied, 
often  fecured  the  pofleflion  of  his  office  to  the 
Zemindar  during  life  ;  and  he  even  was  fometimes 
enabled  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  heirs,  till,  by  length 
of  time,  they  were,  in  fome  meafure,  confidered 
as  lords  of  their  refpedlve  diflridts. 

The  farmers,  however,  had  no  leafe  from  the  TneV 
crown  of  the   lands   over   which    they  prefided.  F-**^"    - 

ihcir 
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Their  authority  for  collecling  the  rents  from  the 
inferior  tenants,  was  derived  from  a  written  agree- 
nienr,  for  a  certain  annual  funi  to  be  paid  to  the 
treafury,  exclnfive  of  the  Imperial  taxes.  To 
prevent  impofition  on  the  poorer  fort,  in  every 
didrict  there  was  cttablifhed  a  regider,  in  which 
the  rents  and  impolts  upon  every  viilage  and 
farm  were  entered,  and  open  to  the  infptction  of 
all.  The  regiitered  rents  and  imports  were  coK 
k'cled  by  the  Crorie  of  the  dillricl,  who  was  efta- 
bliilied  in  his  odice  by  an  Imperial  commilTion. 
He  was  accountable  for  the  whole,  even  to  the 
lall  Dam,  as  the  commifilon  expreifes  it,  to  the 
Fotadar  or  treafurer  of  the  dillritl,  who  paid  them 
into  ihe  hands  of  the  Devvan,  or  receiver-general 
of  the  Impel ial  revenues  in  the  province, 
tcnricled  The  rights  or  dues  of  the  Dewanny,  or  the  re- 
venue paid  to  the  crown,  did  not  amount  to  above 
half  the  fum  raifed  upon  the  fubject  by  the  great 
farmers.  Thefe  were,  from  time  to  rime,  per- 
mitted to  raife  the  rents  upon  the  inferior  tenants, 
in  proportion  to  the  general  improvement  of  the 
lands.  Thefurplus,  which  was  known  to  govern- 
ment from  the  public  regirters  of  the  didricls, 
was,  in  part,  allowed  to  the  general  iarmers,  for 
the  purpofe  of  building  houl'es  for  the  hufband- 
men,  for  furnifliing  them  with  implements  of 
agriculture,  for  embanking  to  prevent  inundati- 
ons, for  making  refervoirs  of  water  for  the  dry 
feafon  ;  and,  in  general,  for  all  expences  attend- 
ing the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands  ; 
which  otherwil'e  would  have  rendered  the  ac- 
counts of  government  intricate  and  perplexed. 
ivhe  The   great    farmers,    however,  were  not   per- 

mitted to  opprcfs  the  tenants  with  exorbitant 
rents  ;  neither  was  it  their  inierefl  to  extort  from 
the  hulbandmcn  fums  which  would  render  them 
incapable  of  cultivating  their  lands,  and  of  living 

comfortably 


cri'tvii. 


STATE    OP    BENGAL,  xxxi 

comfortably  upon  the  fruits  of  their  toil.  In  the 
■Imperial  officers  of  the  revenue,  the  poor  had 
friends,  and  the  Zemindar  fpies  upon  his  con- 
duct. They  were  fuch  checks  upon  him,  that 
he  could  conceal  nothing  from  their  obfervation. 
They  tranfniitted  monthly  accounts  of  his  tranf- 
adions  to  court.  If  the  tenants  were  able,  with- 
out oppreffion,  to  pay  the  additional  rent,  the 
demands  of  the  crown  rofe  at  the  expiration  of 
the  year  upon  the  farmer,  in  proportion  to  the 
new  impnll ;  if  they  were  foutid  incapable  of 
bearing  the  burden,  the  Zemindar  was  turned 
out  of  his  office  for  his  avarice  and  imprudence. 

A  double  revenue,  it  appears  from  what  has  A  double 
been  already  obferved,  rofe  to  the  crov^n  from  ''^'''^""^ 
the  lands ;  the  ancient  rent,  eftabliffied  at  the 
conqiieft  of  India  by  the  Moguls,  and  the  fums 
which  proceeded  from  the  annual  contrafts  with 
the  great  farmers.  The  viceroy  of  the  province 
was  veiled  with  the  power  of  letting  the  lands ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  tranfmit  to  the  receiver- 
geneial  a  record  of  the  fums  payable  by  each 
Zemindar.  '1  he  caufe  of  this  mode  of  raifmg 
the  revenue  is  obvious.  The  derail  of  accounts, 
the  making  of  contracts  with  the  inferior  tenants, 
would  have  rendered  the  bufinefs  of  government 
too  minute  and  too  expenfive ;  and  to  have  per- 
mitted the  general  farmers  to  manage  their  dif- 
tricts  without  either  check  or  controul,  would 
have  given  birth  to  fcenes  of  oppreffion,  which 
Fate  had  referved  for  an  unfortunate  people,  to 
our  times.  The  Mogul  empire  is  now  no  more ; 
and  the  iervants  of  the  freed  nation  upon  earth 
have  left  the  body  of  the  people  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Zemindars. 

The  general  farmers  of  diflricts  were  not  the  Various 
only  perfons  known  by  the  name  of  Zemindars.  J*^"^'^* 
Men,  who  polftffi^d  edates  for  life,  and  fomeiimes 

in 


xxxil  AN    EN  QJJ IRY    INTO    THE 

in  perpetuity,  free  from  all  taxation,  by  virtue 
of  Imperial  grants,  were  diftinguifhed  by  the 
fame  title.  Thefe  grants  were  generally  given  to 
learned  and  religious  men,  to  favourite  fervants 
at  court,  to  foldiers  who  had  defer ved  well  of 
their  prince,  and  they  were  refpefted  by  fucceed- 
ing  emperors  and  feldom  revoked.  One  fixth 
part  of  the  lands  in  Bengal  had  been  conferred, 
in  perpetuity,  by  different  princes,  on  their  fa- 
vourites and  adherents  Manv  of  thefe  eftates 
have  fallen  into  the  Eafl:  India  Company,  from  a 
failure  of  heirs  ;  and  others  daily  fail,  as  the  pro- 
perry  is  not  transferable  by  fale.  A  minute  en- 
quiry might  greatly  increafe  our  revenue.  Many 
grants  faid  to  be  derived  fiom  the  emperor,  are 
only  from  the  governors  of  the  province ;  many 
are  in  the  poiTeflion  of  men  who  cannot  trace  their 
blood  to  the  original  proprietors.  A  fucceliion 
of  revolutions  has  rolled  one  part  of  Bengal  upon 
the  other ;  and  it  is  not  hitherto  fettled  from 
contulion. 
UtTcrent  l^auds  Were  held  by  a  tenure  lefs  permanent, 
of  the  emperors  of  Hindoftan.  A  firman  or  Im- 
perial mandate,  called  by  the  name  of  Jagieer, 
was  ilTued  frequently  to  particular  men.  This 
fpccies  of  grant  was  for  no  term  of  years.  It  was 
given  through  favour,  and  revocable  at  pleafure. 
When  any  perfon  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  an 
Oinrah,  it  was  an  eftablifhtd  rule  to  confer  upon 
him  an  eflate,  for  the  fupport  of  his  dignity. 
This,  however,  was  nothing  more  than  an  alhgn- 
ment  (.n  the  revenues  ol  the  crown,  arifing  from 
a  fpecilied  traCft  of  land  in  a  dillrid:,  named  in 
the  body  of  the  grant.  The  grantee  had  no  buii- 
nefs  wiih  the  tenants,  as  he  never  rcfided  on  the 
cllate  allotted  for  his  fubfiltence.  He  fent  his 
agent  every  feafon  to  the  public  officers  of  the 
diilrid  J  and  his  rcctipt  to  them,  for  his  allow- 
ance, 


STATE     OF     BENGAL.  xxxlli 

ance,  was  received  by  the  Dewan,  as  a  part  of 
the  Imperial  revenue.  No  conditions  of  fervice, 
none  for  the  maintenance  of  troops,  was  annexed 
to  this  grant.  Thefe  are  the  fables  of  men  who 
carried  the  feudal  ideas  of  Europe  into  their  re- 
lation of  the  date  of  India.  The  armies  of  the 
empire  were  paid  out  of  the  public  treafurv. 
Every  province  had  its  particular  efLablifhment 
of  troops,  which  the  governors  were  impovvered 
to  augment  in  times  of  rebellion  and  commo- 
tion. 

During  the  domination  of  the  houfe  of  TImur,  tinures 
there  v\'as  no  transferable  landed  property  in 
llindoilan  ;  excepting  gardens,  orchards,  houfes, 
and  fome  fmall  portions  of  ground,  in  the  envi- 
rons of  great  cities,  for  which  merchants  and 
wealthy  tradefmen  had  obtained  particular  grants, 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Pottas.  This  fpe- 
cies  of  property  was  repeatedly  fecured  by  gene- 
ral edicts,  for  the  encouragement  of  building, 
for  the  accommodation  of  citizens,  and  the  im- 
provement of  towns.  Grants  of  this  kind  did 
not  always  proceed  from  the  crown.  The  go- 
vernors of  provinces  were  impowered  to  iifue 
Pottas,  under  certain  limitations  and  reftriclions  : 
the  principal  one  of  which  was,  that  the  ufual 
rent  of  the  ground  fhould  be  paid  regularly  by 
the  proprietor,  to  the  coileclors  of  the  Imperial 
revenue. 

Tenures  of  other  various  kinds  were  common  unJ  ;r  the 
in  Bengal,  as  well  as  in  the  other  provinces  of ''^^*' 
the  empire.  An  alignment  was  frequently 
granted,  upon  a  fpccified  tract  of  land,  for  the 
di.^charge  of  a  certain  fum ;  and  when  the  fum 
was  paid,  the  affignment  expired.  Particular 
farms  were  burdened  with  penfions,  called  Al- 
tumga,  to  holy  men  and  their  defcendants,  with- 
out  their  ever  having  any  concern  in  the  ma- 

Vol.  III.  D  i^agement 
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nagement  of  the  lands.  The  defpot  referved  the 
people  entire  to  himfelf,  and  eflablifhed  his  power 
bv  preventing  opprellion.  Certain  imports  were 
alfo  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  Mullas, 
or  priefls,  for  the  fupport  of  places  of  worfliip, 
public  fchools,  inns,  highways,  and  bridges. 
Thefe  imports  were  laid  by  the  receiver-general 
of  the  revenue,  upon  the  different  hurtDandmen, 
in  proportion  to  the  rent  which  they  paid  ;  and 
tiie  fax  was  dirtinguirtied  by  the  name  cf  the  mv- 
pofitions  of  the  Dewan. 


Civil  OficLTs  and  Courts  of  'Juftice, 

1?:^^'"'"  IN  rt:ates  fubjeft  to  defpotifm,  the  legiflative, 
the  judicial  and  executive  power  are  verted  in  the 
prince.  He  is  the  aOive  principle  v/hlch  exifts 
in  the  center  of  the  machine,  and  gives  life  and 
motion  to  all  its  parts.  His  authority  and  confe- 
quence,  however,  depend,  in  a  greit  mcafurc, 
on  the  degree  in  which  he  communicates  his 
power  to  his  officers.  If  he  gives  them  all  his 
authority,  the  reverence  for  his  perfon  is  loft  in 
the  fplendor  of  his  deputies.  If  he  beftows  only 
a  fmall  part  of  his  power  on  his  fervants,  that 
terror,  which  is  the  foundation  of  his  govern- 
ment, is  removed  from  the  minds  of  his  fubjeds ; 
and  a  door  is  opened  for  commotion,  liccntiouf- 
ncfs,  and  crimes.  The  emperors  of  India,  of 
the  houfe  of  Timur,  had,  for  two  centuries,  the 
good  fortune  to  clothe  their  ortlcers  with  that 
happy  medium  of  authority  which  was  fufllcient 
to  govern,  without  the  power  of  opprefling  the 
body  of  the  people. 

.-"virr,^  (h?      'I  he  defpotifm   q~{  Ilindoftan,   it   ourht   to   be 
"  obicrveri,  was  never  a  government   or    mere  ca- 

price  and  whim.     1  he  Mahommcdans  carried  in- 
to 
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to  their  conquefts  a  code  of  laws  which  circiim- 
fcribed  the  will  of  the  prince.  The  principles  and 
precepts  of  the  Coran,  with  the  commentaries 
upon  that  book,  form  an  ample  body  of  laws, 
which  the  houfe  of  Timur  always  obferved ;  and 
the  practice  of  ages  had  rendered  fome  ancient 
ufages  and  edicls  fo  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  no  prudent  monarch  would  chufe  to  vi* 
olate  either  by  a  wanton  a61:  of  power.  It  was, 
befides,  the  policy  of  the  prince,  to  proteft  the 
people  from  the  oppreffivenefs  of  his  fervants. 
Rebellion  fprung  always  from  the  great ;  and  it 
was  neceflary  for  him  to  fecure  a  party  again (t 
their  ambition,  among  the  low. 

The  Imperial  governor  of  a  province,  known  Nabob, 
by  the  corrupted  name  of  Nabob,  in  the  Eait  as 
well  as  in  Europe,  was  an  officer  of  high  dignity 
and  authority ;  but  his  power,  though  great, 
was  far  from  being  unlimited  and  beyond  con- 
troul.  He  conferred  titles  below  the  rank  of  an. 
Omrah ;  he  was  permitted  to  grant  eftates  till 
they  Ihould  be  confirmed  by  the  crown.  He  ap- 
pointed and  difmiffed  at  pleafure  all  officers  both 
civil  and  military,  excepting  a  few,  whom  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  mention,  who  aded  by 
commiffion,  under  the  feal  of  the  empire ;  and 
fome  of  thefe,  upon  mifbehaviour,  he  could  fuf- 
pend  till  the  emperor's  pleafure  was  known.  He 
let  the  lands  to  the  general  farmers,-  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Dewan ;  but  he  bore  no  part  in  the 
colleclion  of  the  revenue,  but  by  aiding  the  Im- 
perial officers  with  the  military  power.  The 
Omrahs,  who  ferved  under  him  in  the  army, 
having  generally,  on  account  of  the  convenience, 
their  allowance  from  the  emperor  on  the  rents 
of  the  province,  he  had  the  power,  for  difobe- 
dience  or  notorious  crimes,  to  fufpend  them  from 
their  Jagieers^  until  he  fliould  receive  an  anfwer 

D  2  "  from 
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from  court,  \v]:cre  the  difpute  wa?  cxaniineJ  in 
.the  cabinet.  In  matters  of  juflice,  there  reded 
an  appeal  to  liis  tribunal,  from  the  CazI,  or  chicf- 
juRice,  though  he  feMom  chofe  to  revtr'e  the  de- 
crees of  that  judge.  Difputes  v/here  property 
Was  not  ci'.nccrncdj  and  where  ilie  eRahlifhed 
laws  had  made  no  provifion,  were  fettled  by  his 
authority ;  but  l)e  was  inflructed  at  his  peril  not 
to  turn  the  fubje<5\s  of  the  einpire  out  of  the 
lands,  teivenienrs,  or  houfes,  which  they  them- 
felves  either  polfLlurd  or  built,  or  which  dcfcendcd 
to  thcni  from  their  ancertors. 

Dcwan.  The  Dcwan  was  the  offictr  hext  in  dignify  to 

the  viceroy,  in  the  province.  lie  derived  his 
C(  mmillion  from  the  emperor,  as  receiver-general 
c  f  the  revenue.  His  office  was  altogether  con- 
fined to  the  adminiflration  and  collection  of  the 
Imperial  rents  and  taxes.  He  corrcfpondcd  with 
the  minilter ;  he  audited  the  accounts  of  the  go- 
vernor; and  as  he  had  entire  to  h.imfelf  the 
charge  and  difpofal  of  the  public  n^oney,  he 
might,  for  good  reafons,  refufe  to  difchargt  any 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  expences ;  or 
to  ilTue  out  pay  to  ficw  troops,  raifed  without  ap- 
paient  nectlFity.  He  prcfided  in  the  office  called 
Dafter  Ali,  cr  ovtr  all  the  Mutafit-rJi-es,  or  clerks 
of  the  cheque  ;  the  Canongoes,  or  public  regif- 
fcrs ;  Crories,  or  colle«!'^ors  of  the  larger  dif- 
trit^s;  I'ufddars,  or  colk£^ors  of  the  IciTtr.  dif- 
tiids;  Fotadars,  or  Ireafurers ;  Chowdries,  or 
chiefs  of  difhicls;  IMuckuddumr,  or  head-men 
of  villages :  and  in  general  over  all  the  officers  of 
the  Imperial  revenue. 

Cfori?.  '•  he  Clrr  rie  of  every  Fcrguni'.a  or   larger   dif- 

tricr,  derived  his  commilhon  from  the  cmperur. 
I  lis  cCice,  though  in  miniature,  was  the  exad 
counterpart  o(  the  Dewan ;  being  the  receiver- 
general  of  i!jc  toi'.ntv.  if  tlie  name  may    be   ufed, 

us 
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as  the  former  was  of  the  whole  province.  He 
was  imniedliitely  accountable  to  the  Dcwan,  in 
whoie  pftice  he  pafled  his  accounts.  He  produced 
the  leceipts  of  the  Fotadar  or  trcafurer  of  the 
Perguhna  or  difiricl,  for  the  fums  which  he  had 
paid  into' that  ofncer's  hands',  from  the  colledlions 
nude  by  the  Fufildars,  who,  in  the  fubdivifions 
of  the  Pergunna,  held  ofhces,  each  of  which  was 
a.  counterpart  Qf.  his  own. 

The  CarcuiV  of  the  Lirger  diflricls  was  an  officer  Ca;cuii. 
ccmmillioned  by  the  emperor,  to  fettle  all  matters 
and  difputes  betvveen  the  tenants  and  the  officers 
of  the  revenue,  and  to  preferve  the  ancient  ufages 
of  the  Pergunna.  He  was  alfo  a  kind  of  fpy  upon 
all  their  private  as  well  as  public  tranfaclions  ;  he 
audited  their  accounts  publicly,  tianfmitting  co- 
pies of  them  monthly  to  court,  attefted  by  the 
Sheickdars,Chowdries,  and  Canongoes  of  t!ie 
diflrliT:.  Thefe  accounts  being  entered  '  with 
great  regularity  in  the  vifier's  office  at  Delhi,  the 
emperor  had  an  hnmediate  view  of  ihe  colleclions 
in  the  province,  before  the  general  accounts  of 
the  Deu-anny  were  adjufled  ;  and  this  was  alfo  a 
great- check  upon  the  office  of  the  Dewan. 

The  view  already  prefentcd  of  the  mode  of  col-  ^^J^  ^'"^"^ 

J    I  otiic'  rs» 

leaing  the  Imperial  revenue,  renders  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  defcend  through  all  the  inferior  offices  in 
the  department  of  the  receiver-general.  The  re- 
venues, it  muil  be  cbferved,  were  never  tranf- 
mitted  entire  to  the  Imperial  treafury  in  the  capi- 
tal of  the  province,  much  lefs  into  that  of  the 
empire.  The  expences  incurred  in  every  difiricl 
were  deducled  from  the  receipts  of  the  Fotadar 
or  treafurer  of  the  diilricl ;  and  the  dilburfements 
of  the  province  in  general  from  thofe  of  the 
Dewan.  The  furplus  alone,  which  was  more  or 
lefs  according  to  accident,  found  its  way  to  the 
Jmperial  exchequer,     ^i  he  eftimates  of  the  Impe- 


rial 
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rial  revenues  are,  therefore,  not  the  fums  received 
in  the  exchequer  at  Delhi,  but  the  grofs  collec- 
tions in  every  province* 

rhief-juf-  The  courts  of  juftice  in  Bengal,  diftinguiflied 
by  the  general  name  of  Cutcherries,  were  of  va- 
rious kinds.  'J'hey  generally  received  their  defig- 
nation  from  the  officer  who  prefided  in  each,  or 
within  whofe  jurifdiftion  they  were  comprehended. 
The  Author  of  the  Enquiry  is  not  fully  informed 
concerning  the  powers  of  the  different  judges,  or 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  their  courts.  There 
arofe  a  chain  of  appeal  from  the  lowed  to  the 
higheft.  An  action  might  be  removed  from  any 
of  the  courts  below  before  the  Cazi  of  the  pro- 
vince, commonly  called  Daroga  Adalit,  or  chief- 
juflice;  and  from  him  there  lay  an  appeal  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  viceroy. 

Judges.  Inferior  judges  were  appointed  by  an  Imperial 

cominiflion,  in  every  large  diftrict,  and  in  every 
confiderable  city,  with  whom  appeals  /efled,  from 
the  courts  in  the  country,  and  from  the  decifions 
of  Cutvvals,  or  mayors  of  towns.  Thefe  Cazis, 
or  judges,  were  veiled  with  power  to  fummon 
before  them  all  perfons,  to  examine  records, 
public  reglders,  grants,  and  witnefles.  They 
were,  at  their  peril,  to  pafs  judgment  imparti- 
ally, according  to  the  laws  of  the  Coran,  and  the 
canons  and  regulations  of  the  empire.  They 
v/ere  impowered  to  make  and  diffolve  marriages, 
to  execute  contracts  of  every  kind  between  indi- 
viduals, to  inllid  punifhments,  which  did  not  ex- 
tend to  either  life  or  limb.  They  took  cogni- 
zance of  all  riots,  diforders,  and  tumults ;  and 
they  were  denominated  the  general  guardians  of 
the  morals  of  the  people.  They  were  provided 
with  an  eftablilhment  of  clerks,  regifters,  and 
officers  of  the  court.  They  palfed  judgment  in  a 
fummary  manner,  and  their  legal  fees  were  one 

fourth 
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fourth  of  the  matter  in  dlfpute,  equally  levied 
upon  the  plaintiff  and  defendant.  This  regulati- 
on was  intended  to  prevent  vexatious  law-fuits, 
as  well  as  to  bring  them  to  a  fpeedy  iffue.  Dur- 
ing the  vigour  of  the  Mogul  empire,  capital  pu- 
nifhments  were  hardly  knov/n  in  India.  When 
a  crime  v/hich  merited  death  was  committed,  the 
Cazi,  after  a  full  proof  of  the  fact,  by  witneiTes, 
pronounced  fentence  againft  the  guilty  perfon ; 
but,  without  the  confirmation  of  the  viceroy,  it 
could  not  be  put  in  execution.  Though  the  em- 
pire fometimes  abounded  with  treafon,  it  was  ne- 
ver punifhed  but  in  the  field. 

In  each  fubdiviiion  of  the  Pergunna  or  didridl,  l»ftnor 
fubje6t  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Cazi  or  judge,  ^^ ''" 
there  was  an  inferior  officer  called  a  Chovvuri, 
fimilar  to  our  juftice  of  the  peace.  Every  village 
had  its  chief  man,  who  u'as  the  conitable  of  his 
own  department.  A  Fogedar  was,  properly 
fpeaking,  the  commander  of  the  troops,  in  every 
militarv  itation.  He  fometimes  farmed  the  lands 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  being  the  immediate 
reprefentative  of  the  viceroy,  he  was  confidered 
as  the  principal  officer  in  his  diflrift.  But  he 
did  not  fit  in  judgment,  the  civil  being  always 
kept  diftind  from  the  military  department,  under 
the  gr^vernment  of  the  Moguls,  as  long  as  it  re- 
tained its  vigour.  The  Zemindars,  or  general 
farmers,  were  fometimes  entrufted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in  their  own  diftricls  ;  but  in 
their  courts  they  decided  only  upon  trivial  dif- 
putes  between  the  inferior  huPjandmen. — Such 
was  the  government  of  Bengal,  under  the  empire 
of  the  houfe  of  Timur, 
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Revenue  and  Commerce. 

Reretur  A  BRIEF,  but  It  13  liopccl  a  comprehenfivc,  idea 
ofBer^;.!  being  given,  in  the  preceding  fevTtion,  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Bengal  under  the  Imperial  houfe  of 
Timvir,  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry  will  proceed 
to  explain  the  Revenues  and  Commerce  of  that 
once  flourlfhing  and  opulent  kingdom.  In  the 
reign  of  the  emperor  Jehangire,  the  revenues  of 
the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Behar,  .both  which, 
for  the  fake  of  brevity,  \vc  comprehend  under  the 
name  of  the  former,  amounted  to^T. 2, 796,7 19  13  2 
Under  his  grandfon  Aurungzebe 

they  encreafed  to     -      -     -      2,911,866     7  6 


Mahommcd  Shuffia,  who  wrote  an  abridgment 
of  the  Hillory  of  the  Empire,  from  the  death  of 
the  illudrlous  Akbar  to  the  fatal  invafion  of  Nadir 
Shaw,  where  he  mentions  the  provinces  which 
revolted  during  the  indolent  reign  of  Mahommed 
Shaw,  edimalts  the  revenues  of  Bengal  at  fixty 
crores  of  Dams,  or  one  crore  and  fifty  lacks  of 
roupecs,  which  funi  is  equal  to  £^,  1,875,000 
The  revenues  of  Behar,  according 

to  the  fame  writer,  amounted  to 

forty-five  crores  of  Dams,  or  1,406,250 

L-  3»28i,25o 

ind7r\?e  ^^  appears,  from  the  above  calculation,  that  the 
empire.'  |"-venues  of  Bengal  had  been  gradually  increafing, 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  empire,  through  time. 
"i  hey  continued  flill  to  increafc,  under  the  re- 
volted Nabobs,  fome  of  whom  brought  into  their 
ircafury  four  miliions  of  our  money,  but  not  with- 
out dillrcfTing  the  fubjecl,  and  plundering  him  of  a 
part  of  his  wealth.  It  may  be  neceflary  to  repeat 
a.i  obfervation,    already   made,    that   not   above 

half 
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half  the  fiim  ralfed  upon  the  people  came  into 
the  coffers  of  government.  The  exacl  fum  tranf- 
mitted  annually  ro  Dell)!,  before  the  dilfolutioa 
of  the  empire,  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  ;  but  we 
can  form  fome  judgment  of  the  amount,  from  the 
ruinous  policy  of  the  Imperial  court,  when  its  an- 
cient vigour  began  to  decline.  I'he  provinces  of 
Bengal  and  Bchar,  during  fome  years  of  indo- 
lence and  debility,  wrre  farmed  out  to  the  vice- 
roy?,  v.'ho  paid  into  the  treafurv,  one  million  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  nincry-nine  pounds,  feventeen  Ihillings  and 
fixpence  of  our  mcnev. 

This  fum,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  a  medium  flruck,  ^"f"  3"-  . 
upon  an  average  of  years,  of  the  money  remitted  oi;:te.ito 
to  the  treafury  at  Delhi,  v.hen  the  empire  retained  ^-''■'^• 
its  force.  But  this  (lipulated  revenue,  as  mierht 
have  been  forefeen,  was  never  regularly  paid. 
The  viceroys  acquired  an  independent  power,  by 
a  regulation  which  threw  the  whole  management 
of  the  province  into  their  hands,  without  con- 
troul ;  and  the  vigour  of  the  Imperial  government, 
in  proportion,  declined.  The  country  profited, 
however,  by  the  refraftorinefs  of  its  governor  ;  if 
his  avarice  prompted  him  to  raife  more  on  the 
fubjetl,  the  latter  was  more  able  than  before  to 
pay  the  additional  impod,  from  the  revenue  being 
kept  and  expended  in  the  province.  Bengal  began 
to  flourifh,  under  an  additional  load  of  oppreuion. 
It  yielded  more'  to  a  fevere  Nabob,  tiian  to  the 
milder  government  of  the  empire;  and  being  re- 
lieved from  an  annual  drain  of  fpecie  to  Delhi,  it 
became  opulent  under  a  degree  of  rapine. 

Though  defpotifni  is   not    the  moit   favourable  c  amerce 
government  for  commerce,  it  flouriflied  greatly  in  " 
Bengal,    under  the    ftricl    julfice   of   the   houfe 
of  Timur.      Senfible    of    the    advanta^res    which 
they  themfelves  would  derive  from  a  free  commer- 
cial 
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clal  interconrfe  between  their  fubjeifls,  they  were 
invariably  the  protedors  of  merchants.  The  mi- 
litary ideas  which  they  brought  from  Tartary, 
prevenred  the  principal  fervants  of  the  crown 
irom  engaging  in  trade;  and,  therefore,  mono- 
polies of  every  kind  were  difcouraged,  and  al- 
moft  unknown.  No  government  in  Europe  was 
ever  more  fevere  againlfc  forelialling  and  regrating, 
than  V  as  that  of  the  Moguls  in  India,  with  regard 
to  all  the  branches  of  commerce.  A  fmall  duty 
was  raifedby  the  crown  ;  but  this  was  amply  re- 
paid, by  the  never-violated  fccurity  given  to  the 
merchant. 
Bengal.  Bengal,  from  the  mildnefs  of   its   climate,  the 

fertility  of  its  foil,  and  the  natural  induftry  of  the 
Hindoos,  was  always  remarkable  for  its  com- 
merce. The  eafy  communication  by  water  from 
place  to  place,  facilitated  a  mercantile  intercourfe 
among  the  inhabitants.  Every  village  has  its  ca- 
nal, every  Pergunna  its  liver,  and  the  whole 
kingdom  the  Ganges,  which,  falling,  by  various 
mouths,  into  the  bay  of  Bengal,  lays  open  the 
ocean  for  the  export  of  commodities  and  manu- 
fadures.  A  people,  from  an  inviolable  prejudice 
of  religion,  abllemious,  were  averfe  to  luxury 
themfclves ;  and  the  wants  of  nature  were  fupplied 
clmoft  fpontaneoufly  by  the  foil  and  climate.  The 
lance  of  trade,  therefore,  was,  againfl  all  nations, 
in  favour  of  Bengal  ;  and  it  was  the  fink  where 
gold  and  filver  difappeared,  without  the  lead 
profpeft  of  return. 
ul^dc'i-'-^  ^'l  the  European  nations  carried  chiefly  on  their 
flvou""'^  commerce  with  Bengal  in  bullion.  The  Dutch, 
at  a  medium  of  ten  years,  threw  annually  into  the 
bofom  of  that  kingdom,  in  bullion  £.  475,000 
The  I'ngliOi         -  .  .  192,500 

'1  he  French,  Danes,  and  Portuguefe     -    250,000 
The  exports  of  Bengal  to  the  gulphs  of 
Perfia  and  Arabia,  were  very  great. 

She 
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She  fupplied  Arabia,  Perfia,  Turkey,  ;f . 

Georgia,  Armenia,  and  the  ItiFcr 
Afia  with  her  manufactures,  and 
brought  home  annually,  into  her 
coffers,  of  gold         ~  -  375}'^^'^ 

Her  trade  in  opium  and  piece  goods  to 
the  eadern  kingdoms  of  Afia,  to  the 
Malayan  and  Philippine  ifiands, 
brought  yearly  a  ballance  in  her  fa- 
vour of  -  -         -  150,000 

The  inland  trade  of   Bengal,  with  the 

Upper  Hindoftan  and  AiTam  -  250,000 

The  coafting-trade  with    the    coafls  of 

Coromandel  and  Malabar       -      -  160,000 


£.    l,.S52,roO 

The  above  eflimate  is  made  defignedly  low ;  obfervi- 
for  were  we  to  argue  from  general  principles,  a  '^'°"^* 
greater  fum  muft  have  been  imported  annually 
into  Bengal.  The  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  remitted  annuaiiy  to  Dclhi^, 
never  returned  into  the  province,  and,  as  there 
were  no  mines  wrought  in  the  country,  the  fur- 
plus  of  the  revenue  muft  have  proceeded  from 
the  balance  of  trade.  Coin,  it  is  well  known,  lofei; 
greatly  by  friction,  where  liti:e  alloy  is  mixed  v/ith 
the  fiver,  and  where  the  want  of  paper-currency 
makes  the  circulation  extremely  rapid.  It  lofes 
alfo  by  re-coinage,  which  happened  annually  un- 
der the  empire  in  Bengal.  The  praftice  of  con- 
cealing and  burying  treafure,  which  the  terrors 
of  defpotifm  introduced,  has  occanoned  a  confi- 
derable  lofs,  befides  the  quantitiy  of  filver  and 
gold  ufed  in  rich  manufactures.  Thefe  various 
lolTes  could  be  only  repaired  by  a  favourable  ba- 
lance of  trade  ;  and  the  fum  which  we  have  flated 
above,  would  barely  fupply  the  v/afiea 

StaU 
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Slate  of  Bengal  unckr  the   revolted  Nabobs. 

'  llK^l^GH  the  caufcs  which  broke  the  empire 

were  obvious,  the  decline  of"  the  power  of  the 
houieof  'iimur  was  gradual  and  imperceptible. 
The  fctds  of  decay  were  long  fown  before  they 
were  brought  to  an  enormous  ^Towlh,  by  the  in- 
dolence ot  IMahommed  Shaw.  Had  even  -  the 
Perllan  invafion  never  happened,  the  fabric  which 
Tabcr  raifcd  in  India  was  defined  to  fall  to  ruin. 
The  abilities  of  Aurunrzcbe,  by  eflablifhing  half 
a  century  of  dcmelUc' tranquillity  in  his  domini- 
or.s,  broke  the  fpifit  of  his  fubjeds,  whilll:  that  of 
the  Imperial  family  declined.  'I  he  diltant  pro- 
vinces obeyed  the  mandates  of  the  court,  throuf^h 
hr:bit,  more  tiian  through  fear  of  its  refentment 
and  power;  and  governors,  though  deilitute  of 
ambition,  found,  in  their  own  indolence,  an  ex- 
cufe  for  their  inattention  to  commarrls  which 
could  not  be  inforced  with  rigour, 
of  hfpov-  The  intrigues  cf  the  tv/o  Seids  at  the  court  of 
"  Delhi,  whoraifedand  removed  monarchs  at  p!ea- 

A:re,  weakened  that  refpeft  for  the  houfe  of 
Timur  which  bound  the  allegiance  of  the  fubjc<5V, 
even  after  their  riiildnefs  hiid  degenerated  into 
indolence.  Every  month  brought  intelligence 
into  the  dillant  provinces  of  the  murder  of  one 
prince,  whilH:  another  was  placed  on  a  throne. 
Hill  warm  \\ith  his  predeceiibr's  blood.  The  veil 
which  Jiid  defpotifm  from  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
was  rent  in  iv  ain  ;  monarchs  became  puppets, 
which  the  miniller  moved  at  pleafurc,  and  even 
men,  wlio  loved  fiavery  on  its  own  account, 
knew  not  to  what  quarter  to  turn  their  political 
devotion.  The  viceroys,  under  a  pretence  of 
an  unfctiled  fuccefTion,  retained  the  revenues  of 
the  provinces ;  and,  with  fpecious  profcflions  of 

loyalty 
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loyalty  for  the    Imperial     family,     thcv  became 
polite  rebels  againfl  its  authority. 

Throucrh  this  debility  in  the  Imnerial  line,  a^^'^eem- 
new  fpec;es  of  government  rofe  in  various  pro-  '"'"* 
vinces  of  Indici.  The  viceroys,  thoiip^h  they  af- 
fumed  the  Hate  of  princes,  were  iliilihe  humble 
SLAVES  of  fome  defolate  monarch,  who  fat  with- 
out either  power  or  dignity  in  the  midft  of  tiie 
ruins  of  Dc-lhi.  They  governed  the  people  in  his 
name,  but  they  lillcned  not  to  his  conimands. 
He  even  became  an  ijiilrumenc  of  oppreffion  in 
their  hands  ;  and  they  fanclified  the  mod  unpo- 
pular of  their  meafures  by  inducing  the  prince  to 
pafs,  in  their  own  cabinet,  regulations,  which 
originated  under  the  feals  of  the  empire.  In- 
flead  of  a  revenue,  they  remitted  to  him  briue;^ ; 
and  the  necefiliy  of  his  fituation  reduced  him  into 
a  tool,  to  the  very  rebels  who  had  ruined  his 
power. 

This  mock  form  of  an  empire  continued  for  E--'^ 
many  years  ;  and, fome  provinces  are  (till  govern- 
ed through  the  medium  of  a  monarch  that  oiilv 
fubfiils  in  his  name.  But  though  the  Nabobs 
affirmed  that  they  had  flill  an  emperor,  the  peo- 
ple found,  in  their  oppredions,  that  there  was 
none.  The  check  which  the  terror  of  complaints 
to  Delhi  had  laid  formerly  on  the  conduzi  of  t  .e 
viceroys,  was  now  rem.oved  ;  and  the  oir.jers  of 
the  crown  who  had  been  placed  between  the  fub- 
jed  and  the  governor,  were  dilcontinued  or  de- 
prived of  their  power.  •  The  inferior  tenants,  ia- 
ilead  of  being  fupported  by  the  Imperial  collectors 
of  the  revenue  againil  the  avarice  of  the  general 
farmers,  were  fubmitted,  without  redrcfs,  to  the 
management  of  the  latter,  and  were  conlidered 
by  him  as  a  kind  of  property. 

The  ufurpation  of    Aliverdl    introduced,  more  i-   diObiu- 
than  thirty  years  ago,  the  above-defcribed  form  of '" '" 

government 
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government  into  Bengal.  The  fame  policy  was 
continued  by  his  fucceflbrs.  'i'hey  owned  the  em- 
peror of  Delhi  for  their  fovcreign,  but  they  go- 
verned the  country,  and  collefted  its  revenues 
for  thcmfclves.  The  interpofition  of  the  crown 
being  removed,  the  independent  Nabobs,  who 
fucceedcd  one  another  either  by  force  or  intrigue, 
adopted  a  m.ore  fimple,  but  a  more  impolitic  mode 
of  colleaing  the  rents  and  inipofls,  than  that 
vhich  had  been  pradifed  by  the  houfe  of  Timur. 
1  he  lands  were  let  from  vear  to  vear  to  Zemindars, 
Vvho  were  accountable  for  the  rents  to  the  treafury, 
and  theformci  officers  of  the  revenue,  thougli  not 
annihilated,  poflclTed  neither  emolument  nor 
power. 
f^^rher.rc.  '^^'^  intimate  knovvkdgeof  the  country,  how- 
viine  ever,  enabled  the  Nabobs  to  prevent  their  govern- 
m.ent  from  degenerating  into  abfolute  oppref- 
fion.  They  had  ftnfe  enough  to  fee,  that  their 
own  power  depended  upon  the  profperity  of  their 
fiibjecls  ;  and  their  refidence  in  the  province  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  doing  judice  with  more 
expedition  and  precifion  than  it  was  done  in  the 
times  of  the  empire.  The  complaints  of  the  injur- 
ed, from  a  pofieilion  of  the  means  of  information, 
were  better  undtrftood.  'i'he  Nabobs  were  Icfs  re- 
l'ri<51ed  than  formerly,  in  inflicting  neceffary  pu- 
nifiiments  •,  and,  as  they  were  accountable  to  no  fu- 
pcrior  fcr  the  revenue,  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 
remit  uDJuIl  debts  and  taxes,  which  could  not  be 
borne.  The  miferics  of  Bengal,  in  fhort,  were 
rufcrved  for  other  times.  Conimerce,  manufac- 
tures, and  ariiculturc,  were  eiicouragtd  ;  for  it  was 
not  then  the  maxim  to  take  the  honey,  by  de- 
ll rowing  the  fwarm. 
f>(Bfri-iK  'I  he  folly  of  the  prince  had  no  defiruclive  ef- 
fc'fl  en  the  profperity  of  the  people,  'ihe  Nabobs, 
carryii'g  dov.  n,  through  their    own    independent 

government. 
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government,  the  idea  of  the  mild  defpotifm  of 
the  houfe  of  Timur,  Teemed  to  mark  out  to  the 
people  certain  lines,  which  thev  therafelves  did 
not  chufe  either  to  overlesp,  or  dedrov.  Manv 
now  in  Britain  were  eye  witneiT2S  of  the  truth  of 
this  alTertion.  We  appeal  to  the  teflimon}'  of 
thofe  who  marched  through  Bengal  after  the  death 
of  Surage-uI-Douhj  that,  at  that  time,  it  was 
one  of  the  richeil,  moft  populous,  and  be.l  cul- 
tivated kinffdoras  in  the  world.  Ihe  great  men 
and  merchants  were  wallowing  in  wealth  and 
luxury  ;  the  inferior  tenants  and  the  manufadu- 
rers  were  bleifed  with  plenty,  content,  and  eafe. 
But  the  cloud  which  has  fmce  obfcured  this  fun- 
(hine  was  near. 

When  the  troubles,  which  ended  by  putiin^r  Ci^fr*^- 
Bengal  into  the  hands  of  the  Company,  firil  arofe,  ^'^ 
Surage.ul-Dowla,  a  very  young  and  inconliJerate 
prince,  was  Nabob  of  the  thrre  provinces.  The 
good  fortune  which  had  at  firit  forfaken  us,  re- 
turned to  our  arms  ;  and,  by  the  affiilance  or 
rather  opportune  treachery  of  Jaffier,  one  of  his 
generals,  he  was  depofed  and  murdered.  We 
raifed  the  Traitor,  as  a  reward  for  his  convenient 
treafon,  to  a  throne  ftill  war.n  with  the  blood  of 
his  lord  ;  and  the  meafure  feomed  tobejiiUfied, 
by  our  apparent  inability  of  retaining  the  con- 
quered province  in  our  own  hands. 

The  fortune  of  Jattier,  however,  did  not  long  <■- ii* 
with  hold  her  frowns.  Though  he  had  treachery 
enough  lo  ruin  his  maPier,  he  was  deHituieof  ;ibi- 
lities  to  reign  in  his  place.  His  weaknefs  became 
an  excufe  for  a  revolution,  which  had  been  medi- 
tated  on  other  grounds  ;  and  Cailim  All,  fafti-rr's 
fon-in-law,  an  intriguing  politician,  was  iavelled 
with  the  dignity  and  power  of  his  father.  \i  jaf- 
fier was  weak,  Callim  had  too  good  parts  to  be 
permitted  to  govern  Bengal.     He  v*as  dtpofed, 

and 
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nnd  his  prcdeccffor  reinflated  in  his  place.  This 
larce  in  politics  was  adopted  as  a  precedent.  A 
governor,  without  a  revolution  in  the  (late  of 
Iknrr.l,  could  not  anfwcr  to  hiinfelf  for  idling 
;i\vuv  his  liiv.e. 
T.i-erevo-  'Ihc  civil  wars,  to  which  a  violent  defire  of 
creating  Nabobs  f:jave  rife,  were  attended  with 
tragical  events.  "1  he  country  was  depopulated  by 
tvery  fpecies  of  public  diilrefs.  In  the  fpacc  of 
fix  )ears,  half  the  great  cities  of  an  opulent 
kingdom  were  rendered  defolate  ;  the  moft  fertile 
fields  in  the  world  lay  wa(le  ;  and  five  millions  of 
harnilefs  and  iiidullrious  people  were  either  ex- 
pelled or  dedroycd.  Want  of  forefight  became 
more  fatal  than  innate  barbarifm  ;  and  men 
found  thcmfclves  wading  through  blood  and  ruin, 
when  their  object  was  only  fpoil.  But  this  is  not 
the  lime  to  rend  the  veil  v.hich  covers  our  politi- 
cal tranfadions  in  Afia. 
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Obfervaiions  on  the  Treaty  for  the  Dewanny. 

XjlN  ample  field  lay  open  before  us;  but  we  pefieai- 
have  appropriated  revolution  and  war  to  hiilory.  ons. 
Theprefent  difquifition  is  of  an  inferior  kin  J  ;  an 
enquiry,  which  means  not  to  irritate,  but  lo  re- 
form. Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  Bengal  futfered 
from  difturbances  and  violent  meafures ;  and  ihat 
Fortune,  though  unfavourable,  was  lefs  htal,  than 
the  rapacity  of  avaricious  men.  Peculiarly  un- 
happy, an  unwarlike  but  induitrious  people,  were 
fubdued  by  a  fociety  whofe  bufmefs  was  commerce. 
A  barbarous  enemy  may  flay  a  proltrate  ioti  ;  but 
a  civilized  conqueror  can  only  ruin  nations  vi'ith- 
out  the  fword.  Monopolies  and  an  exclufive  rrade 
joined  ilTue  with  additional  taxations ;  the  unfor- 
tunate were  deprived  of  the  means,  whilit  the 
demands  upon  them  were,  with  peculiar  abfurdi- 
ty,  increafed. 

But    to  wander  no    farther  into  declamation  :  obfervatU 
though  the  misfortunes  of  Bengal  began  with  the  ons. 
revolutions  and  changes  which  fucceeded  the  death 
of  Surage-ul-Dowla,  the  fyftem  which  advances 
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flill  w  irh  hafly  flrldes,  to  the  coinplete  ruin  of  that 
once  opulent  provijice,  was  eilabhfhed  feveral 
years  alter  that  event.  A  ni)ble  governor  fent  to 
command  in  Bengal,  by  the  JLaft  India  Company, 
arrived  in  that  kingdom  in  the  May  of  1765. 
The  expuifion  of  the  Nabob  Cairini  Ali,  and  the 
redudion  of  Suja-ul-Dovvla,  by  our  arms,  had 
enabled  the  fervants  of  tJie  Company  to  eftablifh 
jKace  upon  their  own  terms.  'Ihe  treaty  which 
they  concluded  was  abfurd  ;  and  had  it  been  Ids 
e>.cep'ionable,  it  would  not  probably  hive  pleafcd 
a  man,  who  went  not  to  India  to  be  idle, 
on  (lie  The  various  revolutions  of  Fortune,  which  had 

'"^^^^  fubjected  feveral  of  the  richeft  provinces  of  India 
to  the  Con)pany's  fervants,  threw  the  undoubted 
heir  of  the  i\logul  empire  into  their  hands.  The 
governor  availed  himfelf  of  this  circumflance. 
Other  Nabobs  had  convened  the  unfortunate 
prince  into  a  tool  ;  and  it  was  now  the  turn  of  our 
governor  to  do  the  fame,  for  the  bcrKifit  of  his 
conlliiuents.  Confciotis  of  his  power  over  the  empe- 
ror, and  having  the  abfolute  dircdion  of  a  Nabob, 
who  owed  his  elevation  to  the  governor,  himfelf, 
and  to  his  own  crimes,  he  threw  afide  the  former 
treaty.  A  perpetual  commiflion  for  the  office  of 
Dcvvan,  or  receiver-general  of  the  revenues  of  Ben- 
gal, Ikhar,  and  Orifla  \\as  obtained,  from  Shaw 
Alujm,  for  the  Company.  The  office  of  perpe- 
tual Nabob  might  have  been  as  eafdv  obtained  ; 
hut  ihe  former  balanced  a  thouAuid  difadvantagcs, 
by  rendering  the  nature  of  the  tenure  perplexed, 
v.iti)  the  In  confidcration  of  the  Imperial  mandate,  which, 
emptror  ^^j^j^  ^j^^  rcvcnucs,  Conferred  the  government  of 
Bengal  for  ever  on  the  Company,  bhaw  AUuni 
was  to  receive  an  annual  peni.on  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thouland  pounds.  The  an- 
nuity was  moderate  to  the  lineal  fucceflbr  of 
'J'imur,     He  was,  at  the  fame   time,  guaranteed 

in 
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in  the  pofleiTion  of  the  province  of  Allahabad  ; 
and  thus  a  kind  of  provifion  was  made  for  a 
prince,  who  retained  nothing  of  what  belonged 
to  his  illuftrious  ancellors,  except  the  empty  title 
of  Emperor  of  Hinuoflan.  This  treaty,  however, 
though  it  dazzled  with  its  fplendor,  was  neither 
folid  nor  advantageous  in  itfelf.  The  emperor, 
inftead  of  being  placed  at  Allahabad,  ought  to 
poffefs  the  province  out  of  which  his  pretended 
vifier  Suja-ul-Dovvla,  had  been  recently  driven ; 
or  fhould  that  mealure  be  fuppofed  to  inveil:  him 
with  dangerous  power,  the  territories  of  Bui  want 
Singh,  equal  in  revenue  to  Allahabad,  might 
have  been  conferred  upon  him.  The  Company, 
being  then  in  poffeffion  of  all  thefe  provinces, 
might,  by  its  fervants,  have  adopted  either  of 
thele  fyftems. 

To  the  firfi:  meafure  there  are  no  well-  Shaw  Al- 
founded  objections,  and  many  advantages  might '"'"' 
be  derived  from  it.  The  fu:n  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  might  have  been 
annually  faved,  which  funi  is  now  fcnt  to  a  dif- 
tant  province,  from  whence  it  never  returns. 
This  latter  circumlfance  is  of  more  real  preju- 
dice to  Bengal  and  the  affairs  of  the  Compa- 
ny, than  if  half  the  revenues  of  the  province  had 
been  given  to  the  emperor,  upon  condition  of  his 
keeping  his  court  in  that  country.  Had  Shaw 
Allum  been  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  dominions  of 
Suja-ul-Dowla,  the  natural  inactivity  of  his  difpofiti- 
on,  and  the  extraordinary  expence  and  maf^fiiri- 
cence,  which  he  is,  in  fome  mealure,  obliged 
to  fupport,  would  have  prevented  him  fi~oni 
being  fo  dangerous  a  neighbour  as  even  Suja- 
ul-Dowla.  The  whole  empire  was  in  a  flate  of 
rebellion ;  and  we  were  only  from  convenience 
his  friends. 
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forthtrDe-       Arguments  crowd  in  to  fuppnrt    this  pofition  ; 

wannj.  bvU  there  ate  dill  ftron^er  reafbns  for  placing  the 
emperor  in  the  territories  of  Bulwant  Singh.  His 
refitlence,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  might  have  been  fixed 
at  Patna  or  Mon^jeer ;  and  our  army,  infte'c'd  of 
being  cantoned  at  Allahabad  and  Cora,  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  frontier  of  our  provinces, 
might  have  remained  in  Patna,  in  the  center  of 
our  dominions.  Bengal,  had  this  meafure  been 
adopted,  inltead  of  lofmg  the  penfion  paid  to  the 
emperor,  and  the  enormous  expence  of  a  brigade 
in  a  foreifjn  country,  would  have  been  enriched 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  territo- 
ries of  Bulwant  Singh  ;  for  which  he  had  paid 
twenty-two  lacks  of  ronpees  to  Suja-ul-Dovila, 
though  in  reality  he  colleded  double  that  fum  up- 
on the  fubjcft. 

lrsiof=a!.d       Thc  latter   pofition    will  appear    more  obvious 

t"ce"  '^' ''  from  the  following  Hate.     Bengal,    had   the  mea- 
farebetn  adopted,  would  annually  have  faved. 
The  penfion  paid  to  thc  emperor,     £.   325,000 
The  expence  of  a  brigade,         -  187,500 

Twenty  lacks  from  the  territories  of 

Bulwant  Singh  fpent  at  Patna,  250,000 

762,500 

to  ibe  This  meafure  alone,  we  may  venture  to  afTirm, 

Compary.  y^j.^ij  bave  preferved  Bengal  in  a  flourifhing  con- 
dition, in  fpite  of  avarice  and  mifmanagement. 
It  would,  at  the  fame  time,  have  been  attended 
wiih  many  falutary  effects  in  (uir  political  lydem 
in  India.  '1  he  emperor  would  have  been  more 
immediately  under  our  eye;  for  though  he  at 
prefent  labours  under  an  eclipfe,  he  may,  fome 
rime  or  oilier,  (hine  forth  like  a  comet,  in  the 
hands  of  an  ambitious  and  al)le  man.  We  are 
now  obliged  to  proied  and   fupport   him,    under 

man  i  fell 
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manifefl:  difadvantaojes.  His  territories  border  on 
the  Mdhrattors,  Jates,  and  Rohillas  ;  a»id  he  is 
under  a  perpetual  apprehenfion  from  thtft;  nations. 
Had  the  meaiure,  the  advantages  of  which  we 
have  defcribed,  been  taken,  Sujaul-Dowla  would 
have  come  in  between  him  and  thefe  powers  ;  but, 
at  prefent,  our  army  at  Allahabad  becomes  a 
fecurity  to  that  prince  ;  whofe  apprehenfions 
would  otherwife  have  induced  him  to  adhere  more 
firmly  than  he  now  fhews  an  inclination,  to  his 
treaty  with  the  Company. 


State  of  Commerce  in   Bengal,   under  the  Company, 

THE  profperity  and  opulence  which  Bengal  en-  Obfervati- 
joyed  during  the  government  of  the  houfe  of  Ti-  °"^°"^^'' 
mur,  and  even  under  the  revolted  viceroys,  pro- 
ceeded from  her  lucrative  commerce,  as  much  as 
from  the  fertility  of  her  foil.  Rich  in  the  induflry 
of  her  inhabitants,  flie  became  independent  of  the 
partial  rapine  of  impolitic  governors,  who  plun- 
dered onlv  to  fquander  away.  The  money,  which 
enteied  oy  injullice  at  one  door  of  the  treafury, 
was  carr  cd  out  at  another  by  luxury.  The  court 
of  the  Nabob  was  the  heart,  which  only  received 
the  various  currents  of  wealth,  to  throw  it  wiih 
vigour,  through  every  vein  of  the  kingdom. 

We  may  date  the  commencement  of  decline,  vy^tnt 
from  the  day  on  which  Bengal  fell  under  the  do-  of  Enigai. 
minion  of  foreigners ;  who  were  more  anxious 
to  improve  the  prefent  moment  to  their  own  emo- 
lument, than,  by  providing  againft  wade,  to  fe- 
curea  permanent  advantage  to  the  Briii(h  nation. 
With  a  peculiar  want  of  forefight,  they  began  to 
drain  thti  rtfervoir,  without  turning  into  it  any 
ftream  to  prevent  it  from  being  exhaufted.  From 
obfervation,  we  defcend  to  facts. 

The 
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The   annual   inveftments     of    the 

Company,  for  which   no  fpecie 

is  received,  amounts,  at  an  ave- 
rage of  ten  years,  to  -  £.    927,500 
Thofe  of  the  Dutch,  for  which  the 

fervants   of   the  Company   take 

bills  on   Europe,  for   remitting 

fortunes   acquired  in  Bengal,  200,000 

Thofe  of  the  French,  paid  for   to  350,000 

the  natives,  in  the  fame  way  , 
Thofe  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Danes,  100,000 


Bengal,  it  fiiall  hereafter  appear,  to 
replace  all  thisvvafte,  fcarce  annu- 
ally receives  in  bullion,  -  100,000 

She  lofes,    therefore,    yearly,    to 

Europe,  -  -  £.   1,477,500 

Caufeof  The  above  eflimate  of  the  exports  of  Bengal, 
us  deciii.e  ^^^  ^vhich  (he  receives  no  fpecie,  is  formed  on  the 
prime  colt  of  her  manufa6lures.  The  balance 
ngainfl  her  comprehends  the  favings  of  the  Com- 
pany on  the  revenue,  the  value  of  Britifli  exports, 
the  private  fortunes  of  individuals,  which  center 
in  this  kingdom.  This  ruinous  commerce  with 
Europe  is  not  balanced,  by  a  lucrative  intercourfe 
with  the  various  Hates  of  Afia.  The  increafe  of 
the  (U.mand  for  the  manufadtures  of  Bengal,  for 
our  markets  here,  and  the  revolutions  which 
fhook  and  greatly  depopulated  that  kingdom,  have 
railed  the  price  of  goods.  The  demand  would, 
upon  this  head,  fink  in  proportion  in  the  Eafl: ; 
but  befidts,  ihc  internal  liate  of  the  various  coun- 
tries, which  formerly  exchanged  bullion  for  the 
goods  of  Bengal,  has  been  long  unfavourable  to 
foreigii  commerce, 
vrirh  Pfr-  Perfia,  about  thirty  years  ago  a  great  and  a 
»",   isyp'.  flourifliing  empire,  has  been  torn  to  pieces,   and 

almoft 
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almoft  depopulated  by  the  cruelties  of  Nadir  Shaw  ; 
and,  fincehisalTaflinationjby  unremitting  civil  wars. 
The  few  inhabitants,  who  efcaped  the  rage  of  the 
fword,  fit  down  in  the  midft  of  poverty.  Georgia 
and  Armenia,  who  lliared  in  the  troubles  of  Per- 
fia,  (hare  alio  her  untoward  fate.  Indigence  has 
fhut  up  the  doors  of  commerce;  vanity  has  dif- 
appeared  with  wealth,  and  men  content  them- 
felves  with  the  coarfe  manufactures  of  their  native 
countries.  I'he  Turkifli  empire  has  long  declined 
on  its  foiithern  and  ealtern  frontiers.  iLgypt  re- 
belled :  Babylonia,  under  its  Bafha,  revolted. 
The  diftracled  (late  of  the  former  has  almoft  Ihut 
up  the  trade,  by  caravans,  from  Suez  to  Cairo ; 
from  the  latter  of  which,  the  manufadures  of 
Bengal  were  conveved  by  fea  to  all  the  ports  of 
the  Ottoman  dominions. 

The  rapacity  of  the  Bafha  of  Bagdat,  which  is  Syria,  Ba- 
encreafed  by  the  necefTity  of  keeping  a  great  Hand-  ^  °'"^' 
ing  force  to  fupport  his  ufurpation,  has  environed 
with  terror  the  walls  of  Builora,  which  circum- 
ftance  has  almoft  annihilated  its  commerce  with 
Syria.  Scarce  a  caravan  paffes  from  the  gulph  of 
Perfia  to  Aleppo  once  in  two  years  ;  and  when  it 
does,  it  is  but  poor  and  fmall.  Formerly,  in 
every  feafon,  feveral  rich  and  numerous  caravans 
crofTed  the  defart  to  Syria ;  but  the  few  that  ven- 
ture at  prefent,  being  too  weak  to  protect  them- 
felves  againil  the  wandering  Arabs,  are  ilopt  by 
every  tribe,  and  are  obliged  to  purchafe  fafety 
with  exorbitant  duties.  Trade  is  in  a  manner 
unknown  ;  the  merchants  of  Builora  are  ruined; 
and  there  were,  lall  year,  in  the  warehoufes  of 
that  city,  of  the  manufactures  of  Bengal,  to  the 
value  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which 
could  not  be  folJ  for  half  the  prime  coft. 

The  number  of  independent  kingdoms,  which  the  refl  of 
have  flarted  up  from  the  ruins  of  the  Mogul  em- 
pire, 
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pirc,  has  alniofl  tieflroyed   the  inland    commerce 
of  Bengal  with    the    upper    pans    of    Hindoftan. 
Every  piince  levies  heavy  duties   upon    all   goods 
that  pal's  through  his  dominions.     The  merchants, 
who  formerly  came  down  towards  the   mouths  of 
the  Ganges  to  purchafe  commodities,    have   dif- 
continucd  a  trade,  not  only  ruined  by  imports,  but 
even  unTafe  from  banditti.     The  province  of  Oud 
and   AiTam  are  the  only    inland     countries  with 
which  Bengal  drives,  at  prefent,  any  trade.     The 
former  has  greatly  the  balance  in  its  fivour  againll 
us  of  late  years,    from   the  money  expended  by 
feven  thoufand  of  our  own  troops,  which  till  of 
late  have   been    Aationed  in   the  neighbourhood 
of  the    dominions   of    Suja-ul-Dowla,    in    confe- 
quence  of  an  impolitic  treaty,  and  to  anfwer    pri- 
vate views.     'I'hc   commerce  of    fait,    beetle-nut, 
and  tobacco,  with  Aifam,  is   almoft  balanced    by 
the  quantity  of  filk,  Mugadutties  and  lack,  which 
ve  receive  from  that  kingdom  in  return. 
and  the  re-       The  trade  of  Bengal,  with  the  kingdoms  and 
'^'°"' '  ^      iflands  of  the  ealtern  Afia,  flill  continues  in  fome  de- 
Afu.         gree;  btjt  it  has  been  long  on  the  decline.  Thecoaft- 
ing  trade  with  the  maritime  provmces  of  Hindoftan 
has,  upon  various  accounts,  decayed.     We  may 
venture  to  aflirm,  upon  the  whole,    that    the  ba- 
lance in  favour  of    Bengal,    from    all   its    Afiatic 
commerce,    exceeds    not   annually    one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.      The  council  of  Calcutta  have 
calculated  it  at  lefs   than   half    that  fum.     They 
eflimatcd,  in  the  year  1768,  the  importation   of 
bullion  into  Bengal,  for  the  fpace   of  four  years, 
at  fifteen  lacks  of  roupees  ;  which  amounts  annu- 
ally to  forty-fix  thoufand  pounds  of  our    money. 
But  the  caufe  of  this  decay  lies  more  in  negligence, 
than  in  the  prefent  (late  of  the   maritime  regions 
and  iflands  beyond  the  eaflcrn  mouth  of  the  Gan- 
ges. 

To 
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To  draw  a  conclufion   from  the    obfervations  ^:^;"'''",^^r 

...  Ill  'in  -11  '*'  '"^  ''^'* 

made:  Though  liengal,  by  her  indultry,  yields  to 
Europe,  of  manufaftures,  to  the  annual  amount  of 
one  million  five  hundred  and  ieventy-feven  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  poun.is,  for  which  Ihe  leceives 
nothing  ;  yet,  if  the  balance  of  her  trade  with 
Afia  amounts  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
fhe  may  ftill  continue  to  liourifh  under  a  proper 
fyrtem  of  internal  regulation.  Th"  paradox  is 
hitherto  fupportable  by  argument  and  proof  ;  but 
there  (till  remain  heavy  articles  to  be  brought  into 
the  account  againft  Bengal.  Some  of  the  articles, 
from  their  complicated  nature,  mufl:  De  dated 
from  opinion :  Others  reft  on  incontrovertible 
facts.  The  eftimate  of  the  firft  fliall  be  made  as 
low  as  poffible :  The  latter  are  eilablilhed  be- 
yond the  power  of  cavil  itlelf. 

The  fpecie  carried  from  Bengal  by  of  fp-de 

the  expelled  Nabob,  Caffim  Ali, 
is  fuppofed  to  amount  to  £.   1,250,000 

Specie  carried  away  by  men  of  pro- 
perty, who  have  deferted  the 
kingdom  fince  the  power  of  the 
company  prevailed,  -         -  2,500,000 

The  expences  of  the  war,  for  one 
whole  year,  in  the  dominions 
of  Suja-ul-Dowla,  at  five  lacks 
per  month ;  which,  after  de- 
ducting fifty  lacks,  paid  by  treaty 
by  that  prince,  amounts  to         -  125,000 

Specie  fent  from  Bengal  to  pay  a 
brigade,  confifting  of  feven  thou- 
fand men,  ftationed  for  five 
years,  after  the  peace,  at  Alla- 
habad, at  the  annnal  expence  of 
fifteen  lacks  -  -  937^5'^^ 


to  Beiisjal. 


Carryover  4,812,500 

the 
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Brought  over         £.  4,812,500 
Specie  fent   from  that  kingdom  to 

China  anJ    Madrafs,    including 

the  expences  of    troops   on    the 

coafl,    detached  from    the  efta- 

blifliment  of  Bengal  -  1,500,000 

Specie  brought  to  England  -  100,000 


Kx'ported  of  fpecie  -  -  6,412,500 

Deducl;  the  imports  of  bullion  for 

twelve  yt-ars,  at  the  annual  fum 

of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  1,200,000 


Decreafe  in  the  fpecie  of  Bengal 
fince  the  acceflion  of  the  com- 
pany to  the  dominion  of  that 
kingdom  -  -  5,212,500 

Tifr  pr--        'YKis  ruinous  flate  of  the  commerce  of  Bengal, 

ffnt  com-     .        ,  J         T-       I         • 

pared  li?,  by  no  means,  exaggerated.  lodvprive  every 
adverfary  of  argument,  the  calculations  are,  by 
the  Author  of  the  Enquiry,  purpofely  rendered 
extremely  low.  A  comparative  view  of  the  for- 
mer fituation  of  that  once  opulent  kingdom  with 
irs  prefent  condition,  will  throw  additional  light 
on  the  iubject.  In  the  davs  of  the  empire,  the 
balance  of  trade  for  which  Bengal  received  bul- 
lion, has  been  eftimated  at  £.  1,687,500 
Deduft  the  annual  revenue  fent 

in  fpecie  to  UJhi         -  -  1,250,000 


Yearly  acquifition  in  money  437,500 

iftithher         'Ihc  kingdom   of  Bengal,  it  appears,  has  not, 

in  the  midft  of  her  misfortunes,  fallen  off  greatly 

*  from  her  foi  mer  exports    of    manufadures.     She 

flill  fends  to  Europe,  within  one  hundred  and  ten 

th  jufand  pounds  a-year  of  the  quantity,  for  which 

fhe 
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fhe  received  the  above  balance  of  bullion,  in  the 
days  of  her  profperity.  Ihis,  had  not  her  fpecie 
been  exported,  would  not  have  impoverifhed  her. 
But  let  us  fuppofe  that  her  whole  currency  amount- 
ed to  fifteen  millions  ;  the  entire  lofs  of  a  third 
part  of  that  fum  mud  have  inevitably  diltrefl'ed 
her  ;  and  an  annual  decreafe  of  near  half  a  mil- 
lion niuft,  if  not  prevented,  in  a  fev  years,  to- 
tally ruin  the  little  commerce  that  Rill  remains. 
The  profpe(5t  is  gloomy.  The  taxes  muft  be  lef- 
fened,  and  the  ruin,  which  we  have  brought  on 
an  unfortunate  country,  will  recoil  upon  ourfelves. 

To  illui'lrate  the  argument  by  comparifon.  Refla;- 
Were  the  paper-currency  of  Great  Britain  to-°"^°"'^* 
tally  ruppreifed,  and  her  gold  and  filver  currency, 
which  is  eftimated  at  feven  millions,  left  for  the 
purpofes  of  trade  and  taxation,  it  is  evident,  that 
ruinous  confequences  muil  enfue  ;  but  none  will 
pretend  to  afUrm,  that  the  nation,  by  fuch  a 
meafure,  would  become  one  farthing  poorer  than 
before.  Trade,  however,  from  the  want  of  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  the  figns  of  wealth  and  pro- 
perty, would  be  cramped  in  all  its  veins.  The 
interefl  of  money,  in  fpite  of  laws,  would  rife 
to  an  enormous  pitch.  The  fame  want  of  cur- 
rency would,  at  the  fam.e  time,  become  fuch  a 
check  upon  luxury,  that  the  price  of  labour,  and 
efpecially  of  provifions,  would  fall,  unlefs  the 
latter  were  kept  up  by  rigouroufly  inforcing  the 
prefent  taxes  without  abatement.  The  price  of 
provifions,  in  that  cafe,  vvould  rife  every  day, 
and  the  poor  would  daily  become  lefs  able  to  pur- 
chaf^.  The  people  would,  in  a  very  few  years,  be 
ftript  of  all  their  property,  and  national  beggary 
would  be  followed  by  national  ruin. 

Bengal,  from  the  decreafe  of  her  fpecie,  feels,  ru'r.cu^ 
in  fa£l,  the  miferies  which  we  have  in  fpeculation  Bln^ai, 
juft  defcribed.     Were  not  her  taxes  inforced  by 

oppreffion, 
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rpprelTion,  provifions  would  fall  in  proportion  to 
the  decreafe  of  wealth  ;  fuppofing  the  number  of 
inhabitants  and  ftate  of  cultivaiion  to  continue 
the  fame.  But  the  reverie  happens,  from  our  en- 
deavourins^  to  keep  up  ihe  revenues  to  their 
former  pitch.  The  farmer  cannot  fell  his  grain 
without  a  price,  which  bears  a  proportion  to  the 
rents  wliich  he  is  obliged  to  pay,  whiKt  his  cul- 
tivation decieafes  for  want  of  a  fufficient  (lock. 
'J'he  C(-)!ifum':;r,  at  the  fame  time,  mult  have  food. 
If  he  is  a  manufacturer  or  labourer,  he  mufl  raife 
his  goods  or  his  wages  to  aniwer  the  price  of  bread. 
The  evils  of  a  forced  flate  of  fociety  encreafe. 
Famine,  with  all  its  horrors,  enfues,  and,  by 
fweeping  away  fome  millions  of  wretched  people, 
gives,  to  the  unhappy  furvivors,  the  refpile  of  a 
few  years. 


ClUi 


Ob/ervations  on   Monopolies* 

Refiefii-  THE  Monopolies  eftabliflied  by  the  fervants  of 
the  Company  in  Bengal,  fiirnifli  an  ample  field 
for  animadverfion.  But  other  writers  have  alrea- 
dy occupied  that  province.  The  brevity  which  the 
Author  of  the  Enquiry  has  prefcribed  to  his  work, 
induces  him  to  pals  lightly  over  ground  that  has 
been  trodden  before  It  is  fuperfluous  to  infill 
upon  the  prejudice  which  Monopoly  has  done  to 
the  natural  rights  of  the  natives,  and  to  the  privi- 
leges which  they  poflefled,  by  prefcription,  from 
Defpotifm  iifelf.  This  part  of  the  fubjed  has  been 
handled  with  ability  by  others  :  we  fhall  flightly 
touch  upon  what  has  efcaped  their  obfervation. 
'1  'le  iSalt,  m  almofl  every  country,  is  one  of  the  ne- 

ccffaries  of  life.     In  Bengal,  which  flill  contains 
near  fifteen  millions   of  people,  the   confumption 

of 
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of  this  article  muft  be  very    great  ;    for,    befides 
what     they      themfelves     confume,     they     mix 
great   quantities  with   the   food    of    their    cattle. 
Salt  is  produced   by    filtrating  the  earth   near  the 
mouths  of  the  Ganges,  and  by  then   boiling  the 
water  which  is  impregnated  with  faline  particles. 
The  procefs  is  fimple  and  cheap,  where  wood  for 
fuel  colls  nothing.     The  low  price  at  which    fait 
could  be  conveyed  through  all  the  branches  of  the 
Ganges,  rendered    it  an   advantageous   article  of 
trade  with  the  inland   ports  of  Hindoflan.     Great 
quantities  were  were  fent   to  Benaris  and   Mirza- 
pour,  from  the   markets  of  which,  the   provinces 
Oudand  Allahabad,  the  territories  of  the  Raja  of 
Bundela,  and  of  all  the  petty  princes  of  the  king- 
dom of  Malava,  were  fupplied.     This  trade  by  a 
fociety   of  Monopolifts    in    Calcutta,    was  feized 
in  the  year  xj'j.      Avarice  got  the  better  of  pru- 
dence ;   and  a  rage  for  prefent  gain  cut  otf  all  fu- 
ture profpedts.      l  he  article  of  fait  was  raifed  two 
hundjred  per  cent.  ;  and   the   foreign  purchafers, 
finding   that   they   could   be  fupplied  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  with  rock-falt  from  the  dominions  of 
the  Rohillas  near  Delhi,  this  valuable  commerce 
at  once  was  loll. 

Beetle-nut  and  Tobacco  have,  by  the  flrength  Mo:-apo- 
of  habit,  become  almolt  neceifaries  of  life  in 
Hiiidoftan.  The  firft  is  produced  in  many  parts 
of  the  Decan  ;  and  the  latter  is  cultivated  over 
all  the  empire.  There  was,  however,  a  confider- 
able  exportation  from  Bengal  in  thefe  articles  ; 
and  it,  unfortunately  for  that  country,  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  Monopolies.  But,  as  if  Mono- 
polies were  not  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  inland 
commerce  of  Bengal,  with  the  relt  of  Hindoitan, 
an  edicl:  was  ifTued,  in  the  year  1768,  prohibiting 
all  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  the  free  mer- 
chants, Armenians,  Portuguele,  and  all  foreigners 

whatfoever, 
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Mhatfoever,    from    carrying    goods    beyond    the 
limits  of  our   province,    under  the  pain  of  con- 
fifcation,    and  the  feverelt  puniihments  inflicted 
on  their  agents. 
The  Di-         The  Court  of  nireclors,  it  is  but  juftice  to  de- 
dTcatedV""  clare,  have  invariably  oppofed   the   above-recited 
dertruQive    monopolies.     But   the   commands  of 
fu;.;itive  and  tranfient  mafleis  are  weak  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  intercd.     The   fluctuations  in  Leadenhall- 
iircct,  deprived  the  mandates   which   iffued   from 
it  of  all  their  authority  ;   and  the  prefidency  abroad 
frequently   received  orders,   from   their  conltitu- 
ents  at  home,  with  the  fame  inattention  that  the 
Nizfim  of  Golconda  would  pay  to  the  Firman  of 
the  unfortunate  Shaw  Allum.     The  Dlreftors,  in 
fliort,  are  only  to  blame  in  an   acquiefcence  to  a 
difobedience  to  the  orders  of  their  predeceiTors  in 
oihce.     Carrying  frequently  the  animofity  of  prior 
contention  into  their   m.eafures,  they   forgot   the 
attention  due  to  their  own  power,  in  rhe  pleafure 
of  feeing  a  flur  thrown  on  that  of  their  opponents. 
They  are  alfo  blamcable  for  the  fufpicious  veil  of 
fecrecy  with  which  they  affect  to  cover   their   af- 
fairs.    The  door  of  information  is,  in  fome  mea- 
Uire,  fliut  up  ;  the  inferior  fervants  are  precluded, 
by  an  ill-founded  fear,  from  laying  open  to  them 
the  ftate  of  Government  abroad,  and  it   was  per- 
haps the  intered  of  their  fuperior  fervants  to  con- 
ceal  a  part  of  the  truth.     Subftantial  darknefs 
has  by  thefe  means  fettled   on   objects,  which,  it 
is  even  the  interefl  of  the  Company,  as  well  as 
of  the  nation,  fhould  be  known  to  the  world. 


Mode 
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Mode  of  colleding  ibe  Revenues. 

THE  princes,  whom  we  raifed  in  Bengal,  va-  p^g^ive 
nilhed  imperceptibly  from  their  thrones.  Light 
and  uufubitantiai  as  the  fliew  of  power  with  which, 
as  in  derifion,  we  invefted  them,  they  difappear- 
ed,  like  Romulus,  but  without  a  llorm.  The 
benefits  derived  from  former  revolutions,  created 
a  love  of  change ;  and  the  angel  of  death,  if  not 
our  friend,  was  opportune  in  his  frequent  vilits 
to  the  Mufnud.  In  the  courfe  of  five  years,  three 
Nabobs  expired ;  and  the  unfledged  fovereign, 
who  acceded  to  the  nominal  government  of  Ben- 
gal on  the  March  of  1770,  has  enjoyed  already, 
confidering  the  times,  a  long  reign.  Nabobs,  to 
own  the  truth,  are  ufelefs  ;  and  they  are  difmifTed 
to  their  fathers,  without  either  ceremony  or 
noife. 

In  the  year  1765,  upon  the  demife  of  Jaffier,  Nabobs. 
whom  we  had,  for  the  hrlt  time,  raifed  in  1757 
to  the  government,  for  his  convenient  treachery 
to  his  mafter,  Nijim-ul-Dowla,  his  fon  by  a  com- 
mon proifitute,  was,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  age,  placed  upon  the  throne,  in  the  capital 
of  Murlhtdabad.  Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  this 
prince,  a  noble  governor,  en  the  part  of  the 
Company,  arrived  at  Calcutta,  and  executed  the 
treaty  which  has  lurnilhed  materials  for  a  preced- 
ing fedion.  Mahommed  Riza,  a  man  of  lefs  in- 
tegrity than  abilities,  was  made  prime  miniller ; 
activity  being  a  virtue  more  necefl'ary  to  the  in- 
tention of  his  creation  than  honefhy.  The  wretch- 
ed Nijim-ul-Dowla  was  a  mere  name ;  a  figure 
of  ftate  more  defpicable,  if  pollible,  than  the 
meannefs  of  his  family  and  parts.  The  whole 
executive  government  turned  upon  Mahommed 
Riza.     A   refident   was   fent   from   Calcutta   to 

check 
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^  check  the  accounts  of  the  nominal  govertiment  j 
as  it  one  man,  who  knew  very  Uttle  of  the  lan- 
gua,j[e,  manners,  and  opinions  of  the  people, 
cimKl  prevent  the  frauds  of  an  artful  minilter, 
and  ten  t.ioufand  of  his  dependents,  verfed  in  the 
rnanagemcnl  ot  finance.  I'he  confequence  might 
■  !  ioreleen  uith  little  penetration.  Unable,  and 
periiaps  unwilling  to  oppole  the  current,  the  re- 
fident  fell  down  with  the  flream,  and  became  fo 
far  a  check  upon  IMahommed,  that  he  appropri- 
ated to  himftlf  a  part  of  v^-hat  the  minider  might 
oiherwife  have  thrown  into  his  own  treafure. 
M  '  Mahommed  Riza,  as  a  fmall  falary  of  office, 

Q*  ,  leccived  annually  one  hundred  and   twelve  thou- 

fand  five  hundred  pounds,  with  three  hundred 
an. I  fcventy-five  thoufand  pounds  a-year  to  be  dif- 
trlbuted  in  penfions  among  his  friends.  The  mi- 
nificr,  with  his  other  good  qualities,  had  no  lo- 
cal attachment  to  friends.  They  were  of  vari- 
ous complexions  and  religions ;  fair-faced  Euro- 
peans, as  well  as  fwarthy  Indians  ;  and,  though 
profeiling  Mahommedanifm  himfelf,  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  an  enemy  'to  the  uncircumcifed, 
that  it  is  faid  the  moll  of  his  penfions  and  gratui- 
ties were  bellowed  on  good  Chiiiiians  born  in 
Gri  at  Britain  and  Ireland.  Mahommed,  how- 
ever, did  not  take  up  his  whole  time  with  ads  of 
benevolence  to  our  nation.  He  applied  himfelf 
to  bufinefs  ;  and  he  was  more  rigid  in  executing 
the  g(-vcrnment  which  the  revolted  Nabobs  had 
e'labiifhed  in  Bengal,  than  fond  of  introducing 
i  :tions  more  favourable  to   the   profperity  of 

Li-c  Country. 
1  .  i-  -  The  Nabobs  of  Bengal,  it  has  been  already 
oV)rerved,  began  the  ruinous  policy  of  farming  out 
the  lands  annually  ;  leaviuij  the  wretched  tenants 
to  the  opprtllion  and  tyranny  of  temporary  Ze- 
n-.indars.     At  the  commencement  of  every  year, 

there 


THE    EAST-INDIA    COMPANY.  Ixv 

there  is  a  general  congrefs  of  all  the  great  far- 
mers, at  the  capital  of  Bengal ;  which  meeting 
is,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  called  Punea. 
The  object  of  the  congrefs  is  to  fettle  the  accounts 
of  the  former  year,  and  to  give  the  lands  for  ano- 
ther, to  the  higheft  bidder.  The  competition 
between  the  farmers  is  favourable  to  the  private 
intereft  of  Mahommed  Riza,  and  bis  friend  the 
refident ;  but  it  is  deftructive  to  the  poor,  and 
confequently  to  the  Company's  affairs. 

The  charge  of  travelling,  from  the  more  diflant  and  cruel 
divilions  of  the  nrovince,  and  the  expence  of  liv- 
ing in  the  capital,  are  but  a  very  inconfiderable 
part  of  the  lofs  of  the  farmers  in  this  vifit  to  court. 
Pretences  are  never  wanting  to  intimidate  them, 
on  account  of  their  pad  condu6t;  and  where  no 
competitors  oft'er  of  themfelves,  'fome  are  created 
by  the  minifter,  to  raife  anxiety  and  terror.  Pre- 
fents  are  an  infallible  remedv  for  ciuafiiinoj  ail  en- 
quiries  into  former  opprcflions  ;  and  a  bribe  fe- 
cures  to  them  the  power  of  exercifmg,  for  ano- 
ther year,  their  tyrannies  over  the  unhappy  te- 
nants. It  would  be  endiefs  to  trace  the  intrigues 
of  the  farmers  upon  this  occafjon  :  it  would  be 
difficult  to  expofe  all  the  artful  villany  of  the  mi-  \ 
nifter.  The  Zemindars,  however  wealthy  they 
may  be,  feign  fuch  poverty,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
make  up  the  balances  of  the  preceding  year. 
They  have  even  been  known  to  carry  the  farce 
fo  far,  as  to  fuffer  a  fevere  whipping  before  they 
■would  produce  their  money. 

The  avarice  of  Mahommed  Riza  is  the  caufe  of  mode  of 
this  unmanly  behaviour  in  the  uretched  farmers. 
When  they  Teem  rich,  the  impofl  is  raifed  ;  and 
the  bribe  mult  in  proportion  be  frreater.  Their 
love  of  money  is  often  more  pov/erful  than  the 
fear  of  bodily  pain.  When  they  have  long  groan- 
ed under  the  lalh,  fome  banker  or  money-oroker 

Vol.  III.  F  appears. 
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appears,  who,  for  the  exorbitant  interefl:  of  (en 
per  cent,  per  month,  difcharp^es  the  debt.  The 
farmer,  by  fach  means  as  thefe,  often  deceives 
the  viiiilance  of  the  minifter  and  refident,  and 
obtains  his  lands  for  another  year,  becaufe  no 
one  e!fe  will  offer  a  fum  which  the  polfelfor  finds 
fo  much  difHcuhy  to  pay.  A  friend,  in  the  fe- 
crer,  p;ives  fecurlty  for  the  rents  ;  and  a  prefent, 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  minliler,  fufpends, 
for  tlic  tiaie,  the  difcip'ine  of  the  whip. 
i>rrel'"-^  In  the  year  1767,  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry, 
rue.  who  reHded,  at  the. time,  in  Bengal,  had  the  cu- 

riofity  to  calculate  the  expence  of  the  Bundubufl, 
or  yearly  fettlement.  He  formed  his  cflimate  from 
the  accounts  of  various  Zemindars,  and  he  avers, 
without  exaggeration,  that  the  expcnccs  amounted 
to  twenty-lcven  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  the 
rents  of  their  lands  ;  winch  may  amount  to  a 
million  flerling.  Thefe  trivial  perquifites  were 
fhared  between  Mahommed  Riza,  his,  friends,  and 
the  bankers  of  Murlliedabad.  The  place  of  the 
Company's  refident  at  the  Durbar,  or  the  court 
of  the  Nabob,  was  iionustly  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ayear. 
The  :..  :  Thefe  embezzlements  and  fraudulent  pradiccs 
were  nor,  however,  fo  detrimental  to  the  (Compa- 
ny's afiair:.,  fioni  the  actual  dccreafe  in  the  re- 
venues, as  from  the  general  depravity  of  manners, 
and  tlieopprtffions  which  they  introduced.  When 
the  fviuicos  of  government  are  corrupted,  they 
poifm  the  whole  ftrcam.  Kvery  petty  oflicer  in 
the  fhitc,  evjry  clerk  of  the  revenues,  afi'umed 
the  tvrant  in  his  own  department.  JuRice  was 
totally  fafpendcd  ;  and  i!ie  fear  of  being  plunder- 
ed by  a  fupctior,  was  the  only  check  that  remain- 
ed againll  ihe  commifTion.  of  the  moi't  atrocious 
crimes.  J' very  inOancc  of  abflaining  from  the 
moll  cruel  opprcHions,  proceeded  from  indolence  : 

every 
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every  act  of  tyranny  from  the  love  of  money. 
The  diflemper  of  avarice,  in  the  extreme,  feemed 
to  infeclall,  whom  the  wrath  of  God  againft  a  de- 
voted people,  had  placed  in  power. 

The  confequences  of  this  mode  of  letting  the  confe- 
lands  of  Bengal,  were  fuch  as  might,  with  little  "i"^"^" 
forefight,  have  been  expccled  ;  had  not  flronger 
imprellions,  than  thofe  of  reafon  been  neceflary 
to  convince  men  of  a  profitable  error.  Nothing 
in  the  conquered  provinces  was  premeditated  but 
rapine.  Every  thing,  but  plunder,  was  left  to 
chance  and  neceffity,  who  impofe  their  own  la^s. 
The  farmers,  having  no  certainly  of  holding  the 
lands  beyond  the  year,  made  no  in-.provements. 
Their  profit  muft  be  immediate,  to  fatisfy  the  hand 
of  Avarice,  which  wtiS  fufpended  over  their  head^^ 
Imprefled  with  the  uncertainty  of  their  fituation, 
they  raifed  the  rents,  to  the  lad  farthing,  on  the 
wretched  tenants  ;  who,  unwilling  to  forfake  their 
ancient  habitations  and  houfehold  gods,  fubmit- 
ted  to  impofitions  which  they  could  not  pay. 
They  looked  up  to  Heaven  in  their  dilhefs ;  but 
no  redrefs  rem.ained  for  the  wretched. 

Year  after  year  brought  new  tyrants^  or  con-  of  that 
firmed  theold,in  the  practice  of  their  former  oppref-  ^°''^' 
fions.  The  tenant',  being,  at  length,  ruined,  the 
farmers  were  unable  to  make  good  their  contraQ^ 
with  government.  Their  cruelty  to  (heir  inferi- 
ors recoiled,  at  length,  on  themfelves.  Many 
of  them  w^ere  bound  to  flakes  and  whipped  ;  but 
their  poverty  ceafed  to  be  feigned.  Their  com- 
plaints were  heard  in  every  fquare  of  Murfiieda- 
bad  ;  and  not  a  few  of  them  expired  in  agonies, 
under  thelafh.  Many  of  the  inferior  tenants,  re- 
duced to  defpair,  lied  the  country,  hoping  to  de- 
rive fromi  other  defpotifms,  that  lenity,  which  our 
indolence,  to  fpeak  the  befl  of  ourfelves,  denied. 
Thofe  that  remained  were  deprived  of  the  fmall 
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ftock  necelTary  for  cultivation  ;  and  a  great   part 
of  the  lands  lay  wafte.     Every  governor  thought 
i:  incumbent  upon  him  to  keep   up  the  revenues 
to  their  former  pitch  ;    but,  in  fpite  of  the  per- 
mitted cruelty  of    Mahommed   Riza,  they  conti- 
nued, every  year,  to  decrcafe.     It  could  not  have 
happened  otherwife  ;   unlefs  Heaven  had  wrought 
miracles  as  a  reward  for  our  virtu i-s. 
^\'refch^d       In  proportiou  as  an  unfortunate  people   became 
?o^m  t*/^^^  lefs  able  to  bear  the  eftablilhed  taxation,  the  modes 
of  collecting  it  became  more    opprellive.     Seven 
entire  battalions  were  added  to  our  military  efta- 
bliOiment   to  enforce  the  collecftions.     They  car- 
ried terror   and  ruin   through   the    country  ;  but     _ 
poverty  was  more  prevalent  than  obflinacy   every    M 
where.     This  new  force    became  an  enormous  ex-     % 
pence  to   the  Company  ;   and    the  unnatural  pref- 
fure  on  the  people  railed  the  price  of    provifions. 
The  manufacturers,  to  be  able  to  purchafe  bread, 
fhewed   an  inclination  to    raife  the  'price  of  their 
goods.     It  was  foon  perceived  that,    fliould     this     ^ 
be  permitted,  the  manufadlures  of  Bengal  would    M 
not  anfvver  in  Europe,  fo  as  even  to  indemnify  the    ^ 
Company  for  prime  cofl,  for  duties  and  other  ex- 
pcnces,  exclufive  of  the  profit  which    a  commer- 
cial body  had  alight  to  expert.     The  prices  muft 
be  kept  down  ;  but  this  could  not   be  done  with- 
out   violence.     Provifions  became   daily   dearer ; 
and  the  demand  for  goods  cncreafed. 
oHj?  /'"^         -J'he  oificers  chiefly  employed  in    the  manage- 
ment of  the    revenues,  bjing    needy   adventurers 
from  Pcrfia  and  the  upper  India,  carried    avarice, 
as  well  as  the  arbitrary  ideas  of  their  own  difha(^- 
ed  governments,  into  their   departments.     Solici- 
tous to  obtain  an  immediate  advantage    to  them- 
felves,  they  forgot    the   interell  of  their   employ- 
ers -,   and  pra^lifcd    every   fpecies   of    r.ipine    and 
violence  on  the  timid  inhabitants  of  Bengal.     The 

wealth, 
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wealth,  which,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  they 
accumulated,  enabled  them  to  return  into  their 
native  countries,  and  thus  they  furniflied  another 
caufe  of  the  decline  of  fpecie  in  the  kingdom. 
Thefe  foreign  colle6lors  maintained  a  numerous 
train  of  needy  dependents,  who,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  their  tyrannical  mafters,  alTumed  the 
privilege  of  rapine  and  peculation.  Venality 
ceafed  to  be  a  crime  ;  and  dexterity  in  the  art  of 
impofition,  was  deemed  a  recommendation  to  the 
firft  offices  of  truft. 

Mahonimed  Riza  madeit  his  invariable  policy  of  govern, 
to  keep  the  fervants  of  the  Company  in  igno-  ™^''^* 
ranee  of  the  true  flate  of  affairs ;  and  vi'hen  any 
deception  was  pradifed,  another  was  formed  to 
conceal  it  from  view.  He  entered  into  acol- 
lufion  with  many  of  the  farmers.  Occafi- 
onal  accounts  were  framed  ;  and  the  ufual  ac- 
counts were  (tudioufly  involved  in  inextricable 
confufion.  Men,  averfe  to  trouble,  throw  them 
afide;  and  neglect  their  duty  in  their  indolence. 
The  fervants  of  Mahommed  Riza  not  only  efcape 
cenfure,  but  retain  their  places  ;  and  thus  iniquity 
furnifhes  to  itfelf  a  new  held,  for  a  repetition 
of  its  execrable  talents.  Fxtortlons 

To  inveftigate  the  various  demands  and  extor- 
tions of  the  Aumins,  or  the  protestors  of  the 
people,  who,  inftead  of  defending,  pillaoje  their 
charge,  would  be  endlefs.  Thefe,  by  a  collufion 
with  the  Zemindars,  prey  with  them  on  the  un- 
fortunate tenants.  The  Gomailas,  or  agents, 
Dellols,  Pikes,  Pikars,  Burkaudaz,  and  other  ver- 
min, employed  in  the  colledion  and  investment, 
eflablifli  athoufand  modes  of  opprellion  and  ex- 
tortion. An  ignorant  and  unhappy  people  fee 
thefe  officers  of  government  through  the  medium 
of  fear  ;  and  comply,  in  melancholy  filence,  with 
their  exorbitant  demands.  No  colleSior,  not  even 
his  principal  fervant,  travels  over  any  part  of  his  dif- 

trift. 
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government  contain  every  thing  but  the  truth ; 
and  this  mode,  from  our  indolence,  becoming 
niofi^  profitable  to  the  Zemindar,  he  wiflies  to  de- 
populate the  country,  in  fome  meafure,  for  his 
own  gain. 

various  Tile  lands,  which  are  under  the  immediate  ma- 

nagement of  government,  are,  in  the  language 
of  the  country,  called  Col's.  They  differ  from 
the  Ciomar  in  various  particulars.  Stewards  are 
appointed  to  fuperintend  them,  without  the  power 
of  making  new  contraOs  with  the  tenants,  or  of 
raifing  upon  them  the  rents,  being  accountable 
only  for  the  rents  of  the  lands,  as  they  ftand 
upon  the  rolls  of  the  diflrift.  Thefe  rolls,  how- 
ever, are  in  general  falfe  and  defe^live.  Some 
lands,  to  ferve  particular  friends,  are  greatly  un- 
der-rated ;  and  others  are  entirely  concealed  by 
the  addrefs  of  the  (tewards.  To  grant  certain 
imniuniriet''  to  the  flcwards  themfelves,  was  for- 
merly much  in  pratrice.  They  were  permitted 
to  poffcfs,  for  their  fubfiftence,  gardens,  paltures, 
pcnids  ior  fi!h,  and  fields  for  rice.  Thefe  privi- 
leges have  been  greatly  enlarged  fmce  Bengal  fell 
under  the  Company  ;  and  the  ilewards  have  fixed 
no  decent  bounds  to  their  encroachments 

faitiru=;  The  hmds  di(tln;:uilued  by  ihe  name  oi  Riotty, 
are  pcffc-fTcd  and  cultivated  by  the  native  inhabi- 
tants under  Zcn.indars,  or  farmers,  who  contract 
for  them  with  go\ernment  for  an  annual  fum. 
The  ri^nts  are  partly  levied  on  a  meaiurement, 
and  partly  on  the  various  produiflions  which  are 
fent  to  market,  and  converted  into  money  by  the 
farmer.  The  ruinous  effeds  of  this  mode  ol  col- 
lecting ihe  re^eruL-  have  been  already  explained. 
'J  here  are,  befides,  grtat  quantities  of  wafte 
lands,  which  an  oi  tv. o  kinds  ;  lands  flruck  off 
the  public  books,  at  a  former  period,  v\hich  are 
now   cultivated,    bu;    not   brought    to   account; 

and 
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and  fuch  as  are  really  wafte,  which  ccmprehend 
at  lead  one  fourth  part  of  Bengal.  Of  the  for- 
mer there  are  many  large  fertile  trads,  well  cul- 
tivated, which  have  been  appropriated  by  Zemin- 
dars and  their  dependents  ;  and  they  fii^d  means, 
in  their  accounts  with  an  indolent  government, 
to  avoid  all  Iciutiny  into  their  ufurpations. 

To  add  to  the  mifmana  cement,  lands  are  fet  ^"^  ?"- 
apart  for  aimofl  every  officer  under  the  govern-  msncs. 
meiit ;  a  mode  of  falary  which  makes  no  appear- 
ance upon  the  annual  accounts,  but  which,  not- 
"withilandijig,  amounts  to  more  than  all  the  ap- 
parent charges  of  collection.  Great  hurtarifes 
to  the  revenues  from  this  practice,  and  the  abufe 
fubfiRs  without  reformation.  The  lands  of  all 
the  officers  ought  inftantly  to  be  refumed,  and 
their  falaries  to  be  paid  out  of  the  exchequer. 
Many  of  the  collectors  have  alio  impofed  partial 
duties  upon  the  fubject ;  and  thus  have  added 
oppreffion  and  injultice  to  the  people,  to  their 
ufurpations  upon  government. 

Juitice  is  fuJEFered  to  be  greatly  perverted  by  the  Perverfion 
officers  above  fpeciiied,  and  others,  who,  from  °^J^'""- 
their  inliercnt  art  or  abilities,  fubflitute  their 
own  decifions  where  government  have  eftabliilied' 
no  leual  judges.  '1  he  cuftom  of  impofmg  mulds 
and  fines  in  all  cafes,  is  an  intolerable  grievance 
to  a  wretched  people.  The  lich  fulTer,  by  having 
money  to  give ;  the  poor,  by  being  deprived  of 
reltitution,  becaufe  they  have  none.  EverjwMa- 
hommedan,  who  can  mutter  over  the  Coran,  railes 
himfelf  to  a  judge,  without  either  licence  or  ap- 
pointment;  and  every  Brahmin,  at  the  head  of  a 
tribe,  diltributes  jaiiice  according  to  his  own 
fancv,  without  controul.  1  he  latter  threatens 
the  ignorant  with  the  dreadful  puniTmrient  of 
excommunication;  and  thus  his  own  moderation 
becomes  the  meafure  of  the  fums  which  he  receives 
from  an  unfortunate  race  of  men. 

Such, 
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SJutarr  Siicli,  ill  the  ycar  1767,  was  the  true  ftate  of 
^uiar  -  EcH'Tal :  but,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  reeula- 
tions  or  1770  nave  rerormed  many  abules.  A 
plan  was  in  that  year  digcfted,  and  begun  to  be 
carried  i ''j  execution  by  inen  who  could  not  be 
Grangers  to  any  one  of  the  above  particulars ; 
though,  from  their  Uriel  adherence  to  the  regu- 
lations of  a  noble  governor,  to  which  they  were 
titd  down  by  exprefs  orders  from  the  Court  of 
Diredtors,  the  abufes  were  permitted  to  exift  till 
the  country  was  beggared  and  depopulated.  1  he 
tfltft  which  the  plan  n:ay  have,  cannot  yet  be 
eitimated  with  prccifion.  Were  we,  however,  to 
judge  from  the  improvements  in  Eurdwan,  which 
has  been  under  the  management  of  a  very  able 
fervant  for  fome  years  palt,  and  has  greatly  en- 
creaftd  in  revenue  and  population,  the  new  re- 
gulations will  be  attended  with  very  confiderable 
advantages  to  the  Company.  But  even  Burdwan 
owed  part  of  its  profperity  to  the  mifery  and  dif- 
trefs  of  the  furrcunding  diflrids.  Uhe  plan 
adopted  will  be  far  from  effeOuating  the  reforma- 
tion and  encreafe  of  the  revenue  which  are  now 
required;  for  tha  balance  of  the  revenue  could, 
in  the  year  1770,  hardly  difcharge  the  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  paid  annually  to  govern- 
ment. If  our  information  is  juff,  what  mighty 
advantages  have  the  C'ompany  derived  from  their 
great  acquifitions  in  Bengal  ? 


Idea  cf  the  prcfent  Covcnuncnt  (J  Bengal, 
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i..juiiKe.  natives  ot  J5cngal,  was  another  caufe  o[  national 

decay.     Men  who  retained  feme  j;ropcrty  in  fpile 

of  the  violence   of  the   times,  inllcad   of  being 
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protetSled  by  BritlHi  laws,  found  that  they  had 
not  even  the  juftice  of  a  defpot  to  depend  upon 
when  they  were  wronged.  The  officers  of  the 
Nabob,  AS  they  were  called,  committed 
every  fpecies  of  violence,  under  the  pretence  of 
the  orders  of  the  Company.  When  any  perfon 
complained  to  the  governor  and  council,  he  was 
referred  back  to  thofe  very  men  of  whom  he  had 
complained.  The  heavy  crime  of  having  ap- 
pealed to  Britifh  juftice  was  thrown  in  his  face, 
bv  opprefTors  who  were  at  once  judges  and  par- 
ty ;  and  ruin  and  corporal  punifliment  were  added 
to  his  other  wrongs.  The  fpirit  which  aiUrts 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  was  called  info- 
lence,  till  it  was  totally  broken  by  oppreilion ; 
and  men  were  even  cautious  in  venting  their 
complaints  in  fccret,  fearing  that  the  very  walls 
of  their  moft  private  apartments  had  ears. 

Thefe    grievances,    however,     proceede/J    net  Apology 
from  the  inhumanity  of  the  Britilh  governors  in  co^pl- 
Bengal.     The  Author  of  the  Enquiry  can  aver,  nv'sj^over- 
from  perfonal  knowledge,  that  the  fuccelfors  of '^^"" 
a  certain  noble  lord  were  men  of  probity  and  ho- 
nour, enemies  to  oppreilion  and  cruelty  of  every 
kind.     But  the  whole  weight  of  fuch  a  monftrous 
and  heterogeneous  chaos  of  government,  coniift- 
ing  of  military,  political,  commercial  and  judi- 
cial affairs,  falling  upon  the  fliouldcrs  of  men  un- 
experienced in  the  regulation  and  management 
of  the  great  machine  of  (late,  it  was  impollible 
for  them  to  give  the  neceftary  attention  to  all  de- 
partments.    The    multiplicity     of    affairs    over- 
whelmed them  with   its   weight ;  and  the   king- 
dom fuffered  more  from  a  total   want   of  fytlem, 
than  from  any  premeditated  defign. 

The  courts  of  juftice,  which  the  wifdoin  of  ilie  i'v--y 
houfe  of  Timur  had  eftabliOied  in  th'e  cities,  and  to't'hHum- 
varicus  divifions  of  the  provinces:,  were  either  an-  m^rydeci- 

nihilated,  l^'^_ 
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nihilated,  or  they  loft  their  power  under  the  fum- 
mary    dtfpotifin    of  the  revolted   Nabobs.     Ma- 
hommed   Riza,  as  the  acting  minifter,  had  the 
w  hole  executive  power  in  his  hands ;  and   thofe 
who  retained  the  name  of  judges  were  only  the 
executioners   of  his  partial   and  violent  decifions. 
The  Company's  governor  could  not,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  enter  into  the  caufe  of  every  indi- 
\iciual,  in  a  very  populous  kingdom.     When  he 
conliihed  his  ov.n   eafe,  he  yielded  to  a  kind  of 
neccliiiy;  and  he  had  to  his  own  confcience  the 
plaufible  excufe   of  having  remanded  the  com- 
plaints to  the  judgment  of  a  man  who  was  per- 
feftly  acquainted  with  the  manners,  cuftoms  and 
prejudices  of  the  natives. 
Impolitic       i^ut  even  friendftiip  itfelf  will  not  permit  the 
Writer  of  the  Enquiry  to  juftify  the  political  con- 
duel  of  any  of  thofe  men  who  pofl'elTed   the  fu- 
preme  power  in  Bengal.     Many  regulations,  ob- 
vious  in   themfelvts,  might   have   been  formed ; 
many   pernicious   prci£>ices    be  abolifhed,  which 
have  been  continued  either  through   negligence 
or  motives  of  another  kind.     Among  the  latter, 
ought   to   be   numbered   the  cuflom   of  ftriking 
roupees  every  year,  and  ilTuing   them   out  at  five 
per  centum  above  the  real   weight  and   ftandard. 
To  explain  the  fubjfc<5l,  a  dry  diflertation  muft  be 
introduced.     The  new-coined   roupees  are  ilTued 
from  the  mint  at  fixteen  per   centum   more  than 
the   current    roupte;    a   coin   mertlv   imaginary, 
for   the   convenience  of  reducing  all  money  to  a 
certain  denomination,     'llie  Sicca  roupee,  as  the 
coin  is  called,  continues  to  circulate,  at  the  above 
value,    till    towards   the   latter    end   of   the    firfl: 
year.     1  he  dealers  in  mtmey,  as  the  roupee  lofes 
three  per  centum  of  its  value  at  the  beginning  of 
tliC  fccond  year,  refufe  to  receive  it  in  payment, 

without 
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without  a  deduction  of  one  or  two  per  centum  as 
it  advances  to  that  period. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fecortd  year,  the  rou-  c^^i^^'^^of 
pee,  by  this  moH:  prepofterous  of  all   regulations, 
has  loft  three  per  centum  of  its  imaginary  value. 
In  this  manner  it  continues  gradually  to  fall,  till 
the  third  year  after  coinage  ;  and,  from  that  time 
forward  it  remains  at  eleven  per  centum,  the  in- 
trinfic  value  of  the  filver.     1  he  poiTefibr  of  the 
roupee  may  then,  upon  the  payment  of  three  per 
centum  to  the  mint,  have  the  fame  re-coined  into 
a  new  Sicca  of  the  imaginary  value  of  fixteen  per 
centum.     This  gain  of  two  per  centum  is  intended 
as  an  inducement  to  bring  in  the  filver,  that  the 
government  may  have  an  opportunity,  every  year, 
of  robbing  the  public  of  three  per   centuni  upon 
the  greater  part  of  their  current  fpecie.     To  fup- 
port  this  moft  iniquitous  fyftem,  the  revenues  are 
direded  to  be  paid  in  the  new  Sicca  roupees, 
otherwife  the  money-changer   will   make  fuch  de- 
ductions,   as  mull   occafion  a   very   coniiderable 
lofs  to  the  unfortunate  people.     This  evil  is  at- 
tended by  another.     The  courfe  of  exchange  in 
the  markets   varies  toward  the  worft,  from  this 
cruel  regulation  by  government,  from  combina- 
tions among  the  bankers,    and  the  demand   for 
particular  roupees  to  difcharge  the  revenue. 

This  mode  of  levying  an  annual  tax  on  the  fil-  ^''S  ^'^^• 
ver  currency,  is  not  of  the  invention  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  governors  of  Bengal.  The  regulation  derived 
its  firft  exiftence  from  the  well-known  bankers, 
the  Jaggat  Seats  of  Murfhedabad,  in  the  fliort 
reign  of  the  inconfiderate  Surage-ul-Dowla.  The 
error  lies  in  its  being  adopted.  But  we  drop  this 
part  of  the  fubje£t,  and  return  to  the  prefent  ilate 
of  government.  To  do  juftice  to  the  Court  of 
Directors,  their  repeated  orders  have  checked 
the  violence  and  rapine  of  the  nominal  govern- 
ment of  the  Nabob.     Some  of  the   Company's 

fervants 
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fervants  fuperintend,  in  various  dlvlfions  of  the 
country,  the  collei£lion  of  the  revenue.  The 
penfion,  and  emoluments  of  Mahommed  Riza 
have  been  leflened  with  his  power.  The  king- 
dom, in  point  of  civil  regulation,  if  civil  regula- 
tion can  exift  without  regular  courts  of  jullice, 
is  on  a  better  footing  than  before.  But  much 
remains  to  be  done!  The  diftrelles  of  an  unfor- 
tunate  people  continue  to  incrcafe,  through  caufes 
■which  mufl  be  explained. 


Cec  iK« 


General  Obfcr^vafions, 

Condufi-        THE  idea  of  the  prcfent  flate  and  government 
"^"^^  of  Bengal  conveyed,  in   the  preceding  fections, 

juftifies  the  following  conclufion,  That  the  Com- 
pany, in  the  management  of  that  great  kingdom, 
have  hitherto  miflaken  their  own  intcrefl:.  To 
incrcafe  the  revenues  was  the  point  to  which  their 
fervants  invariably  directed  their  attention  ;  but 
the  means  employed  defeated  their  views,  and 
became  ruinous  to  a  people  whom  their  arms 
liad  fubdued.  Though  they  exported  the  fpccie, 
though  they  checked  commerce  by  monopoly, 
they  heaped  opprefliori  upon  additional  taxes,  as 
if  rigour  were  neceffary  to  power. 
'JiK-ed  Much  penetration  v.as  not  ncccfuiry  to  difcovcr, 

that  it  was  not  by  the  revenues  of  Bengal  alone 
thaf  either  the  Frilifh  nation  or  the  Company  were 
to  be  enriched.  A  country  deflitute  of  mines, 
deprived  of  foreign  commerce,  mud,  however 
opulent  from  better  times,  in  the  end  be  cxhaufl- 
cd.«^  The  tranfitory  acquifition,  upon  the  opinion 
that  all  the  fpetie  of  Bengal  had  centered  in  Great 
Britain,  would  have  no  dcfirable  cfTeft.  The  fu- 
gitive wealth  would  glide  ti'.rough  cur  hands;  and 

we 
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we  would  have  only  our  folly  to  regret,  when  the 
fources  would  happen  to  become  dry.  Bengal, 
.without  ruin  to  itfelf,  could  fpr^re  none  of  its  fpe- 
cie  ;  and  theobjedts  to  which  our  aimfliould  have 
been  directed,  are  as  obvious  as  they  are  falutary. 
We  ought  to  have  encouraged  agriculture,  the 
trade  with  the  red  of  Afia,  and  internal  manu- 
facture. 

Agriculture  conflitutes  the  wealth  of  every  from  ths 
flate,  not  merely  commercial.  Bengal,  a  king- 
dom fix  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  thr^v?  hun- 
dred in  breadth,  is  compofed  of  one  vatl  plain  of 
the  mod  fertile  foil  in  the  world.  Watered  bv 
many  navigable  rivers,  inhabited  by  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  induflrious  people,  capable  of  producing 
provifions  for  double  thenun-iber,  as  appears  from 
the  defarts  which  oppreflion  has  made ;  it  feems 
marked  out,  by  the  hand  of  Nature,  as  the  molt 
advantageous  region  of  the  earth  for  agriculture. 
Where  taxes  are  moderate,  where  fecurity  of  pro- 
perty isjoincd  to  a  rich  foil,  cultivation  will  en-  . 
creafe,  the  nccefTaries  of  life  will  become  cheap, 
as  well  as  the  grofs  materials  which  manufadurers 
require.  Manufacturers,  by  thefe  means,  would 
not  only  fail  in  their  price,  but  they  would  be  pro- 
duced in  a  greater  quantity  ;  larger  inveflments 
might  be  made  by  the  company,  the  confumpiion 
would  encreafe,  and  the  profits  rife.  Bengal  can, 
in  fnort,  be  only  ufefui  in  the  profperity  and  in- 
duflry  of  its  inhabitants.  Deprive  it  of  the  lad 
remains  of  its  wealth,  and  you  ruin  an  unfor- 
tunate people,  without  enriching  yourfelves. 

In  the  place  of  thofe  placid  regulations,  which  P'=-edmg 
render  mankind  ufefui  to  their  lords,  we  .  fubPJ- 
tuted,  with  prepofterous  policy,  force,  the  abrupt 
expedientbf  barbarous  conquerors.  Thepreaureof 
taxation  has,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  trebled 
the  price  of  provifions  of  all  kinds.    The  Company 

have. 
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have,  in  the  mean  time,  been  endeavouring,  by 
every  poflible  meafure,  to  encreale  their  inveft- 
ments,  without  railing  the  price  Various  opprcf- 
fions,  have,  for  this  purpofe,  been  adopted.  I'his 
wretched  expedient  is  of  (hort  duration.  Fhe 
inanufafluTermay,  for  one  year,  perhaps  for  two, 
redouble  his  indnftry  ;  but  whilfi  the  v^'ork  of  his 
hands  is  forced  from  him  at  a  (fated  and  arbitrary 
price,  hefmkb  under  an  uncommon  effort,  fubje^ 
to  defpair.  The  principal  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  conceal  the  evil,  have  found  themfelves 
obliged,  either  to  remit  in  the  quality  of  the 
gooris,  or  to  raife  the  price  to  the  manufadlurer. 
Both  expedients  have  been  in  part  adopted  ;  but 
it  is  a  temporary  remedy,  without  the  hopes  of 
cITcccuating  a  cure. 
(iLferTs-  The  reafons  already  mentioned  have  contribut- 
cd  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  Bengal  with  the  re(t  of 
Afia.  Merchants  can  only  procure  the  gleanings 
of  the  Company.  The  quality  is  inferior,  and  the 
prices  high.  Nations,  formerly  fupplied  from 
Bengal,  found  themfelves  under  the  neceflity  of 
eftablifhini^  manufa(^^ures  of  the  fame  kind  at 
home,  or  to  adapt  their  cloathing  to  their  poverty. 
T^rguir.eiiton  this  head  is  fuperfluous.  The  plan 
niuil  be  totally  and  radically  changed.  The  queftion 
is  not  to  oblige  the  people  to  become  fdk-winders, 
fpinners  and  weavers,  and  to  take  the  fruits  of  their 
labour,  as  it  is  pradlifed  at  prefent,  at  an  arbitra- 
ry price.  Induftry  cannot  be  forced  upon  a  peo- 
ple ;  let  them  derive  advantage  from  toil,  and 
indolence  fliall  lofe  its  hold.  Ingenuity  expires 
under  the  fooliOi  dcfpotifm  which  defeats  its  own 
ends  ;  and  human  natuie,  in  its  mofl  wretched 
flate,  revolts  againll  labour,  which  produces  no- 
thing but  an  incrcafc  of  toil. 
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TO    ITS    FORMER    PROSPERITY. 


Preliminary  Obfervations* 


G 


OVERNMENT,     among   the   natives   of    a  Reflefti- 


Country,  rifes  imperceptibly  from  that  impenetra-  govenl-^'^^ 
ble  obfcurity  with  which  time  and  barbarifm  have  mentof 
covered  the  origin  of  mankind.  When  flates  are  ^"'^'^* 
fubducd  by  foreign  enemies,  who  are  advanced  in 
the  arts  of  civil  life,  a  new  conllitution  generally 
ftarts  up  from  their  preffure  upon  the  old.  Some 
laws  of  the  conquerors  mud  neceflarily  fuperfede 
fome  of  the  regulations  of  the  conquered  ;  but 
the  ancient  form  of  government  remains  in 
all  the  lefler  departments  of  the  ftate.  When  the 
Patans  conquered  India,  when  the  Moguls  extend- 
ed their  empire  over  that  country,  many  of  the 
indigenous  laws  of  the  northern  nations  of  Afia 
were  introduced  ;  but  the  great  fyllem,  in  mofl:  of 
its  parts,  defcended  from  the  regulations  which 
Brahma  tranfmitted,  with  his  followers,  lioiu 
remote  antiquity. 
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Defion  of  I'he  Britlfh  nation  have  become  the  conqueroi's 
ihor!^""  ^^  Bengal,  and  they  ought  to  extend  fome  part 
of  their  own  lundamental  jurifprudence  to  feciire 
their  conquers.  To  call  the  poflelhons  of  the 
Company  by  any  other  name,  is  to  leave  them  un- 
penned. The  fvvord  is  our  tenure,  and  not  the 
Firman  of  an  unfortunate  prince,  who  could  not 
give  what  was  not  his  own.  The  thin  veil  of  the 
commiflion  for  the  Dewanny  is  removed  ;  and  we 
fee  a  great  kingdom  at  lafl:  in  our  power,  whofc 
revolutions  we  directed  before.  It  is  an  abfolute 
conquefl:,  and  it  is  fo  confidered  by  the  world. 
Thi§  it  was  necedary  to  premife.  The  Author  of 
the  Enquiry  will  now  proceed  to  his  plan  for  re- 
floring  our  conqueils  to  their  former  profperity. 
But  he  proceeds  with  diffidence  :  he  fees  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  fubjed,  he  feels  his  own  want  of 
abilities.  He  hopes  not  to  efcape  without  cen- 
iure,  as  he  conftfl'es  himfelf  liable  to  error  ;  but 
he  fliall  anfwer  his  own  purpofe,  if  he  can  throw 
fome  rays  of  light  upon  a  fubjedl,  which,  though 
intercfHng  to  the  nation,  continues  ftill  involved 
in  obfcurity. 


Propcfid  for   ejiahlifoing  landed  Property. 

j^-^,^.  3r.  POLICY  precedes  regulation  in  every   fociety  ; 

r  r.^.f.r>icrt  and  3  nation  has  public  bdore  it  has  private  con- 
p,c.puef!.  j.j,j.j^5^  'Wwt  great  line  of  general  arrangement  is 
prior  to  the  inferior  detail  of  government,  the 
latter  being  neceffarily  a  fuperflru6lure  railed  on 
the  foundation  ol^  the  former.  In  Bengal  we  are 
tofuppofe,  ihat  a  new  treaty  is  to  fettle  its  great 
yfFairs  ;  oiherv/ife  we  build  on  the  fand,  and  the 
rain  comes,  and  wafhcs  all  awav.  We  fiiall  onlv 
mention  a  fubjcd  on  which  wc  may  hereafter  en- 
large. 
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large.  Give  the  province  of  Allahabad  to  Suja- 
ul-Dowla,  the  territories  of  BulwaiU  Singb  to  the 
emperor,  recal  your  troops  into  your  own  domi- 
nions, make  Patna  or  Mongeer  the  refidence  of 
the  reprefentative  of  Timur,  degrade  the  wretch- 
ed Mubarick  from  his  nominal  Nabobfliip,  and  let 
Mahommed  Riza  resign.  Thefe  arransrements 
require  no  addrefs  ;  the  perfons  mentioned  were  the 
creatures,  and  they  {lill  continue  the  flaves  of  your 
power.  Bafides,  the  meafures  will  not  difpleafe 
the  parties.  The  province  of  Allahabad  will  fa- 
tisfy  Suja-ul-Dowla  for  the  territories  of  Bulvvant 
Singh  ;  Shaw  Allum  will  prefer  Patna  to  his  re- 
fidence at  Allahabad  ;  a  fmall  penfion  is  more  eli- 
gible for  Mubarick,  than  the  dangerous  name  of 
power  which  he  does  not  hold  ;  and  Mahommed 
Riza  has  derived  from  his  services  the  means  of 
fecuring  an  affluent  retreat  for  his  age.  If  it  fhall 
appear  necefiary  to  retain  Bengal  by  an  Imperial 
Firman,  let  it  be  changed  into  that  of  perpetual 
Nabob. 

This  fundamental  regulation  being  fettled,  ano- Refleai-  . 
ther  of  equal  boldnefs,  but  no  lefs  practicable,  ^^^°Jl 
ought  to  fucceed.  An  eflablilhed  idea  of  proper-  property, 
ty  is  the  fource  of  all  induftry  among  individuals, 
and,  of  courfe,  the  foundation  of  public  profpe- 
rity.  When  mankind  are  reftrained  from  poffef- 
fmg  any  thing  which  they  can  call  their  own,  they 
are  but  paifengers  in  their  native  country,  and 
make  only  thofe  flight  accommodations  which 
fuit  fugitive  wayfarers  through  the  land.  A  care- 
leiTnefs  for  indudry  is  the  natural  confcquence  of 
the  tranfitorinefs  of  the  fruits  of  toil ;  and  men  fit 
fiuggiflily  down,  with  their  hands  in  their  bofoms, 
when  they  are  not  for  a  moment  certain  of  pofTef- 
fing  property,  much  lefs  of  tranfmitting  it  to  their 
poilerity  or  friends. 

G   2  The 
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lrrpo<".ii         'i'he  decline  of  agriculture,    of  commerce,  and 
fo-  ffTi-     (.^f  trade,  in  tiie  kino^dom  of  Benj^al,  have    been 
already  reprefented,  and  the  ruinous  confequences 
of  farming  out  the  lands  from  year  to  year,  have 
been  amply  explained.     Though  long  leafcs  might 
greatly  contribute  to   remove  thcfe  evils;   there  is 
no  pollibiiity  of  doubt,  but   the   eftablifliment  of 
real  property  would  more  immediately  and  cfieclu- 
•c*llv  promote  a  certainty  of  jrrofperity  to  the  king- 
dom.    Let,  therefore,  the  Coir.pany  be  impower- 
td,  by  aft  of    Pailiament,    to    difpofe  of  all  the 
buds  in   lkni?;al  and  Behar,  in  perpetuity,  at  an 
annual  fup.i,  not  lefs  than  the  prefent  rents.     This 
fingle  operation  would  have  a  chain  of    beneficial 
cfledt;.     The  lirfl  fale  of  the  lands  would  raife   a 
fum  which  cannot  beeftimated  with  any  degree  of 
])rccirion  ;     but  we  may  venture  to   affirm,    that, 
fhould  the  fcheme  be  properly  advertifed   before  it 
was  to  take  place,  and  a  fourth  part  of    the  lands 
only  to  be  difpofedof  every  year,  ur^il  the  whole 
ihould  be   fold,  no  lefs  than  ten  millions,  befides 
a  certain  and   perpetual  revenue,  might  be  drawn 
from   the  hidden  treafures  of  BengaJ,  and  efpeci- 
ally  from  the  other  opulent  kingdoms   of  Plindof- 
lan. 
la- (1^.1  Mankind,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  would,  in    an 

iMojerty  empire  where  no  real  property  exids,  crowd  to  a 
countrv  in  which  they  could  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  labour,  and  tranfmit  them  to  their  pofteiity. 
Cultivation  would  be  the  confequence  of  I'ecurity. 
']  he  farnier  would  improve,  to  the  height,  lands 
that  were  liis  o'A-n.  The  revenue  would  be  regu- 
liriy  paid  uithout  the  heavy  expence  of  a  baud  of 
opprellors,  under  the  name  of  Collectors,  who 
luck  the  very  vitals  of  the  country  ;  and  novhing 
would  be  required  but  a  few  compioirs  for  the 
purpofe  of  receiving  the  rents.  The  whoh*  face 
ol  the  country  would  be  changed  in  a  few  years  : 

in 
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in  the  place  of  draggling  towns,  compofed  of  mi- 
ferable  huts,  half  of  which  are  wafhed  away  every 
feafon  by  the  rain,  great  and  opulent  cities  would 
arife.  Inhabitants  would  crowd  into  Bengal  from 
every  corner  of  India,  with  their  wealth  ;  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  currency  would  be  reflored,  com- 
merce would  diftufe  itfelf  through  every  vein, 
and  manufactures  would  liouridi  to  a  deo[ree  before 
unknown. 

Men  of  fpeculatlon  may  fi'-ppofe,  that  the  fecu-  in  Eewgai. 
rity  of  property  to  the  natives  might  infufe  a  fpirit 
of  freedom,  dangerous  to  cur  power,  into  our  In- 
dian fubjecls.  Nature  herfelf  feems  to  have  de- 
nied liberty  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  torrid  zone. 
To  make  the  natives  of  the  fertile  foil  of  Bengal 
free,  is  beyond  the  power  of  political  arrangement. 
The  indolence  which  attends  the  climate,  prevents 
men  from  that  conflant  aftivity  and  exertion, 
which  is  neceflary  to  keep  the  nice  balance  of  free- 
dom. Their  religion,  their  inditutions,  their 
manners,  the  veiy  difpofitions  of  thtir  minds, 
form  them  for  pallive  obedience.  To  give  them 
property  would  only  bind  them  with  flronger  ties 
to  our  interell ;  and  make  them  more  our  fub- 
jeQs  ;  or  if  the  Britiih  nation  prefers  the  name — 
more  our  flaves. 

Men  who  have  nothing  to  lofe,  are  only  en- its  great 
flaved  by  difunion  ;  and  the  terror  of  the  impend- 
ing fword.  Drive  them  to  the  laft  verge  of  po- 
verty, and  defpair  will  Iland  in  the  place  of  fpirit, 
and  make  them  free.  Men  poffeiled  of  property 
are  enflaved  by  their  intereft,  by  their  conveni- 
ence, their  luxury  and  their  inherent  fears.  "xVe 
owe  our  freedom  to  the  poverty  of  ^our  anceRors, 
as  much  as  to  theruile  independence  of  their  fe- 
rocious barbarifm.  But  it  is  even  difficult,  in  the 
cool  air  of  our  climate,  to  retain,  in  the  midfl 
of  luxury  and  wealth,  the   vigour  of  mind  necef- 

fary 
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fary  to  keep  us  free.  To  confer  property  on  the 
inhabitancs  of  Jbenr^al,  will  never  rail'e  in  their 
minds  a  fpirit  of  independence.  Their  fole  hopes 
of  retaining  that  property,  will  be  derived  from 
our  policv  and  valour.  When  we  fall,  their  lands 
will  deviate  to  other  heirs, 
andimme-  Ti'.e  revcnucs  of  Bengal,  when  properly  paid, 
diate  amount  to  four  millions.  Should  this  fum  ap- 
pear too  fmall  for  perpetuity,  many  ways  and 
means  of  encreafmg  the  taxes,  without  raifing 
the  rents,  will  prefent  themfelves.  The  Britifh 
nation,  famous  for  their  political  freedom,  are  dill 
more  famous  for  thefr  judgment  and  wifdom  in  im- 
pofmg  taxations.  Let  them  transfer  to  the  Banks 
of  the  Ganges,  a  part  of  that  fcience  of  finance, 
w  hich  has  h  miUch  diAinguifhed  their  councils  at 
home.  The  wealth  of  the  people  of  Bengal  is  a 
treafury  which  will  never  fail,  if  drawn  upon  with 
judgment.  Taxes  may  rife,  in  a  jurt:  proportion, 
to  the  wealth  which  this  regulation  will  inevitably 
throw  into  our  dominions  in  the  Ead. 
advnn-  Very  extenfive   poffeflions  in   the   hands  of    an 

tages.  individual,  are  productive  of  pernicious  confe- 
quences  in  all  countries  ;  they  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  prevented  in  the  prefent  regulation.  Let 
the  purchafers  be  confined  to  a  certain  quantity 
of  land,  not  exceeding,  upon  any  account,  fifty 
thoufand  roupees  a-year.  To  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  landed  property,  let  the  fpirit  of  the 
laws  of  a  commonwealth  be  adopted,  and  the 
lands  be  divided  equally  among  all  tl,ie  male  iffue 
of  the  proprietor.  Let  the  moveable  property  be 
dividetl  among  the  Mahommedan  part  of  ourfub- 
jeft."<,  according  lo  the  laws  of  the  Coran.  Let 
the  Hindoos,  in  the  lame  manner,  retain  their 
own  laws  of  inheritance  ;  which  are  clear,  finiple, 
and  defmcd. 

Fcfpcr 
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Paper    Currency. 

THE  abfolute  eftabliniment  of  landed  property, 
would  create  a  perfecl  confidence  in  our  taith,  ^^  p^opofal 
among  our  fubjecis  in  the  Ea(t  ;  and  this  circum-  foreiia- 
ftance  leads  to  another  regulation,  which,  if  adopt-  '  ''^'"^ 
ed,  would  have  a  great  and  immediate  effeft  on 
the  profperity  of  Bengal.  The  want  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  fpecie  for  the  purpofcs  of  trade, 
and  the  common  intercourfes  among  mankind,  is 
one  of  thegreatefl:  evils  under  which  Bengal  at 
prefent  labours.  Let,  therefore,  a  paper  curren- 
cy be  introduced ;  a  meafure  at  once  falutary, 
eafy,  and  pradicable.  Let  a  bank  be  immediate- 
ly eftablifhed  at  Calcutta,  for  the  convenience  of 
Europeans.  This  would,  by  becoming  familiar 
to  the  natives,  prepare  them  for  a  more  general 
paper  currency.  The  mode  of  carrying  this  into 
execution,  is  left  in  the  hands  of  thofe  better 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  banking,  than  the 
Author  of  the  Enquiry. 

lb  deflroy,  at  once,  the  fraudulent  fcience  of 
exchange,  which  proves  fo  detrim.ental  to  trade  in  currencj, 
Bengal,  a  current  coin  ought  to  be  eflabliOied,  to 
pafs  without  vaiiation,  for  its  fixed  and  intrinfic 
value.  This  was,  in  fome  degree,  attempted  by 
a  noble  governor,  but  he  failed  in  his  firfl  princi- 
plci,  by  impofing  an  arbitrary  vali/c  upon  his 
coin,  not  lefs  than  twenty  per  cent,  above  its 
intrinfic  worth.  No  other  reafon  is  neceifary  for 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  this  coinage.  Though  a  deci- 
mal divifion  of  money  is  the  mofl  rational  and 
commodious ;  yet  entirely  to  change  the  forms  of 
a  country,  in  that  refpect,  might  be  attended  with 
great  inconvenience.  Let  the  roupee,  therefore, 
confift,  as  at  preftnt,  of  fixteen  of  the  imaginary 
Anas,  which  are  now  ufed  in  accounts  in  Ben- 
gal. The  Pice,  which  is  the  twelfth  part  of  an 
Ana,  may  be  continued  as  the  imaginary 
coin  ;  but  a  copper  coin  of  one  half  of  an   Ana, 

would 
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would  anfwcr  the  fubdivifions   of  money,  and  be 
greatly  beneficial  to  the  poor. 
It- great         'HitJ  immediate  .fall  of    the   exorbitant  interelt 
of  money,  which  prevails   in    Bengal,  would    be 
one  of  the  firfl    etfeds  of    this   regulation.     Ten 
per  centum  is  the  prefcnt  interefl  ;    not  fo    much 
owing  to  infecuritv,  as  to   the  want   of  currency. 
Men  of  undoubted  and  eflablifiied  credit  are  rea-r 
dy   to  give  this  great  premium  to  the  lender,  as 
they  can  turn  the  money  to  a  great    and  Immedi- 
ate advantage.     Were  every  man  enabled,  by   a 
paper  currency,  to  bring  his    whole    property    to 
the  market,     monopoly,    in   fpite  of    oppreffion, 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  trade  extend  itfelf  throujih 
a  thoufand  channels  not   known  nov/  in  fpecula- 
tlon.     The  confequence  would  be  highly  benefi- 
cial ;   Bengal  would  draw  great  quantities  of    mo- 
ney from  all  the  regions  of  Afia;  and,  by  enrich- 
ing herfclf,  be  rendered  capable  of  bearing  fuch 
taxes  upon  different  articles,  as    this   nation,    for 
the  augmentation  of    the  revenues,    might  think 
proper  to  impofe. 
aiAri  im-  Napal,  Thibet,    Ava,  Arracan,    Pegu,    Siam, 

lute  Cochin-china,  China,  and  almo.l  all  the  iflands 
in  the  Eailern  ocean,  produce  gold  :  In  the  weff, 
that  metal  feems  only  to  be  found  in  the  Turkilh 
Diarbekir.  japan  and  China  only  have  filvcr 
mines.  Afia  contains  native  wealth,  which 
has  enriched  it  in  all  ages,  exclufive  of  the  ba- 
lance of  its  commerce  againfl:  Europe.  The  Au- 
thor of  the  Enquiry  means  not  that  fpecie  fliould 
be  drawn  fiom  the  Eaft.  But  it  might  center  in 
Bengal,  and  make  it  one  of  the  richefl  kir:gdoms 
in  the  v.orld  ;  whilfl:  we  might  import,  in  its 
manulacUires,  the  furplus  of  its  revenues,  with- 
out damaffinij  cither  its  forei<:^n  commerce  or  inter- 
nal  profperity. 
advan-  Tliefe  two   plans,  and   it  is   to  be  feared   only 

tjges.        thcfe,    would  rcllore,    under  a  government  efla- 

bliflicd 
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bllfhed  on  impartial  juflice,  Bengal  to  its  former 
profperity  and  fplenclor.  Let  the  lands  be  dirpof- 
ed  of  in  property  :  let  a  paper  currency  be  eda- 
bliflied.  Every  individual  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
become  induftrious  in  improving  his  own  ellate  ; 
provifions  would  fall  to  a  third  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  price  ;  the  country  would  alTume  a  new  face, 
and  the  people  wear  the  afpect  of  joy.  Immenfe 
trads  of  rich  land,  which  now,  vvith  their  woods, 
conceal  the  ruins  of  great  cities,  would  again  be 
cultivated  ;  and  new  provinces  arife  out  of  thofe 
niarfhy  iflands,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges, 
which  are,  at  prefent,  the  wild  hau^its  of  the  rhi- 
noceros and  tiger. 


Monopolies, 

THERE  is  no  maxim  in  commerce  better  ef-  Monopo- 
tabliflied,  than  the  deftruftive  tendency  of  mono- 
polies. In  Bengal,  its  recent  evils  are  well-known 
and  abhorred.  A  law  muft  provide  againfl:  it ; 
orherwife  every  other  regulation  will  be  made  in 
vain.  The  inhabitants  muft  be  permitted  to  en- 
joy a  free  trade;  fubjecl,  however,  to  fuch  imports 
upon  various  articles,  excepting  tbofe  of  either 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  as 
may  be  thought  leafonable  from  time  to  time. 
Grofs  articles,  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  finer 
manufactures,  ought,  however,  to  be  exempted 
from  duty ;  and  every  encouragement  poilible 
given  to  the  export  trade. 

Eree  merchants  ought  to   be  encouraged  ;   nei-  abolithed. 
ther  muft  thev  be  excluded  from  the  inland  trade; 
as  that  circumftance    would  place  the  fubjeds    of 
Great  Britain  on  a  worfe  footing  than  foreigners, 
whom  wc  cannot,  without  violence,  prevent  from 

trading 
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trading-  wherever  they  pleafe.     Let,  however,  the 
refidence  of   the  free  merchants  be   confined    to 
Calcutta  ;   as  the  influence  which  all  the  natives  of 
Britain    have  acquired    over    the     inhabitants  of 
Bengal,   is  fo  great,  that    the   felfifli  can    convert 
it    into    the    means  of   oppreflion.     The   Indian 
agents  of  Britifh  traders  will  not  carry,  among   a 
wretched  people,  the  fame  terror  which   clothes 
their  mafters  ;  whoin  it  is  a  kind  of  facrilege  not 
to  obey,  in  their  moH;  unjuft  commands. 
Superior         'j-j^^^  ftrvants  of  the   Company  will   have  many 
debarred     of  objcclions  to  this  propofal.  But  the  management 
^■■"T^  the  revenues,  and  of  the  general  trade,  which  muft 

remain  in  their  hands,  will  flili  give  them  fuperior 
advantages,  fufTicient  to  gratify  all  their  reafona- 
ble  defires.  The  influence  of  a  member  of  the 
council  will,  without  doubt,  enable  any  man,  in 
that  high  fl:ation,  to  engrofs  a  fiiare  of  the  trade, 
almofl  equal  to  a  partial  monopoly.  Should  even 
a  man  of  that  rank  be  fo  felf-denied,  as  not  to 
take  advantage  of  the  influence  annexed  to  his 
place,  his  attention  to  commerce  would  encroach 
on  the  time  allotted  for  public  affairs.  Let  him, 
therefore,  when  he  rifes  to  the  board,  be  debar- 
red from  trading,  either  directly  or  indireclly, 
by  fevere  penalties  of  law  ;  and  let  there  an  ample 
allouance  be  made  for  his  fervices,  from  the  funds 
of  the  Company. 


Religion, 

Anab''o-        MEN    uho   fubmit   to  bodily    fervitude,   have 
'"^^  been  known  to  revolt  againfl  the  flavery  impofed 

on  their  minds.  "We  may  ufe  the  Indians  for  our 
benefit  in  this  world,  but  let  them  fervc  them- 
felves  as  ihty  can  in  the  next.  All  religions  mufl: 
be  tolerated  in  Bengal,  except  in   the  practice  of 

fome 
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feme  inhuman  cufloms,  which  the  Mahomme- 
dans  have  already,  in  a  great  meafare,  deitroyed. 
We  muft  not  permit  young  widows,  in  their  vir- 
tuous enthufiafm,  to  throw  themfelves  on  the 
funeral  pile,  with  their  dead  huibands  ;  nor  the 
fick  and  aged  to  be  drowned,  when  their  friends 
defpnir  of  their  lives. 

The  Hindoo  religion,  in  other  refpedls,  infpires  toleration 
the  pureft  morals.  Produ6live,  from  its  princi- 
ples, of  the  greateft  degree  of  fubordination  to 
authority,  it  prepares  mankind  for  the  govern- 
ment of  foreign  lords.  It  fupplies,  by  its  well- 
followed  precepts,  the  place  of  penal  laws ;  and 
i*:  renders  crimes  almofl  unknown  in  the  land. 
The  peaceable  fentiments  which  it  breaths,  will 
check  the  more  warlike  doctrines  promulgated  by 
the  Coran.  The  prudent  fucceifors  of  Timur  faw 
that  the  Hindoo  religion  was  favourable  to  their 
power;  and  they  flieathed  the  fword, which  the  other 
princes  of  the  Mahommedari  perfuafion  employed 
in  eilabliihing  their  own  faith,  in  all  their  con- 
quefls.  Freedom  of  confcience  was  always  enjoy-  of  all  reli- 
ed in  India  in  the  abfence  of  political  freedom.      s^ns. 

Attention  muft  be  paid  to  the.  ufages  and  very 
prejudices  of  the  people,  as  well  as  a  regard  for 
their  religion.  Though  many  things  of  that  kind 
mav  appear  abfurd  and  trivial  among  Europeans, 
they  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  among  the  In- 
dians. The  leaft  breach  of  them  may  be  produc- 
tive of  an  expulfion  from  the  fociety,  a  more 
dreadful  punifliment  Draco  himfelf  could  not  de- 
vife.  But  the  caution  about  religion  is  fuperflu- 
ous  :  thefe  are  no  converting  days.  Among  the 
lift  of  crimes  committed  in  Bengal,  perfecution 
for  religion  is  not  to  be  found  ;  and  he  that  will 
confent  to  part  with  his  property,  may  carry  his 
opinions  away  with  freedom. 

The 


xcii  PLAN    FOR    RESTORING    BENGAL 


The  Executive  Power. 

Fen<ri5lion       THE  great  path  of  general   regulation  is  with 
"" ''^''        lefs  difficulty  traced,  than  the  minute  lines  which 
carry  the  current  of  government  from  the    center 
to  the  extremities   of  the  date.      Pradice  refifts 
theory  more  on  this  fubject    than   in  any   other  ; 
and  the  vvireft  legiOators  can   neither  forefee   nor 
prevent  obftacles,  which  may  rife  in  the   progrefs 
of  time.     In  a  country   where  the    body  of    the 
people  meet  annually,  in  their  reprefentatives,  to 
new  inconveniencies  new  remedies  may  be  inltant- 
ly  applied  ;  and  even  the   mandate  of  the  defpot 
lofes  half  its  tyranny,  in  the  expedition  with  which 
it  oppofes  evil, 
mo'^e  of         The  didance  of  Bengal  from   the  eye  of   the 
legiflation;  Bj-^ifli  legiflature,  render  it  extremely  difficult  for 
them  to  frame  laws  againft  every  emergency  that 
may  arife  ;  and  it    is  equally   difficult,  w'wh   pro- 
priety, to  create  a  legiflative  authority  in  a  king- 
dom, which  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  have 
a  reprefentative  of  its  own.     The  executive  power 
being  veiled  in  the    governor  and  council,    it   is 
dangerous  to  trull  them  with  the  legiflative  ;  and 
it   is   impoffible   to    permit   the   court  of   juflice, 
which  we  mean  to  propofe,  to   make   thole   laws 
upon  which  they  are  to  decide.     The  lead:  of  two 
evils  is  preferred  by  the  prudent.     Let  the  gover- 
nor and  council   fugged  annually,  in  their    gene- 
ral letter,  the  necell'ary    regulations  ;  and    thefe, 
after  being  duly  weighed    by   the    Company,    in 
their    colledive  body  at    home,    be 'laid  before 
parliament,  to  be  by  them,  if  found  jud,  neceffiiry 
and  equitable,  framed  into  a  law.     The   general 
laws  for  the  government  of  Bengal  being,  by  the 
Britifh  legiflature  once  edabliffied,  the  inconveni- 
ences v»hich  may  arife  in  India,  will  neither  be  fo 
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jrreat  nor  detrimental  as  to  occafion  much  mifchief 
lor  one,  or  even  two  years  ;  in  which  time,  the 
propofed  regulations,  fent  home  by  the  governor 
and  council,  will  return  to  them  with  the  force  of 
laws. 

The  executive  power,  in  its  full  extent,  as   at  the  coun- 
prefent,  mud  be  veiled  in  a  prefident  and  council,  <=•'« 
of  which  the  chief  juftice  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the    troops  ought  to   be,  ex  ojjicio,   members. 
The  number   (hould  be  encreafed  to   fixteen,  of 
which  any  five,  with  the  prefident,    may  form  a 
board  ;  and  ten   always  to  refide  at  Calcutta,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  chief  juftice   and  the  commander  in 
chief,  (hould   even  the  peaceablenefs  of  the  times 
permit  him  to  be  abfent  from   the  army.      The 
four  remaining  counfellors  fliould    be  dire6led  to 
refide  in  the  capitals  of  the   larger   diftricts,  into 
which,  for  the  benefit  of  juftice,  we  (hall  hereaf- 
ter divide   the  provinces  of  Bengal    and  Behar. 
The  bufinefs  for  forming  regulations  to  make    a 
foundation  of  a  law,  being  of  the  laft  importance, 
ought  never  to  come  before  lefs  than  ten  members 
in  council,  of  whom  the  chief  juftice  ought  inva- 
riably to  be  one. 

Let  a  general  board  of  revenue  be  eftabliflied  boards  of 
at  Calcutta,  at  which  a  member  of  the  council  revenues. 
is  to  prefide.  Let  this  board,  in  its  inferior  de- 
partments, be  condud:ed  by  the  Company's  fer- 
vants  ;  and  let  it  receive  the  correfpondence  and 
check  the  accounts  of  four  other  boards  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  of  inferior  jurifJiclion,  to  be  fixed 
at  Dacca,  Murfhedabad,  Mongeer,  and  Patna. 
Let  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Behar  be  divid- 
ed into  five  equal  divifions,  each  fubjefl,  in  the 
firlt  inftance,  to  one  of  the  four  boards,  which 
are  all  under  the  controul  of  the  fuperior  board  of 
revenue  eftabliflied  at  Calcutta.  In  the  leffcr  dif- 
tricts, let  a  Company's   fervant   fuperintend  the 
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colledlion  of  the  revenue  ;  and  be  accountable  for 
his  tranfactions,  to  the  board,  under  vvhofe  jurif- 

NVcf(r„r   ^'^^}on  he  adts. 

Tef.irmati-  The  wlld  chaos  of  government,  if  the  ab- 
fence  of  all  rule  deferves  the  name,  which  fub- 
fiils  in  Bengal,  mud  be  utterly  removed.  There 
fome  faint  traces  of  the  BritiHi  conditution  is 
mixed  with  the  pofitive  orders  of  a  Court  of  Di- 
reclors,  the  convenient  and  temporary  expedients 
of  a  trading  governor  and  council,  the  fecret  or- 
ders of  the  feled  committee,  the  influence  of  the 
prefident,  with  the  Nabob,  and  the  boillerous 
defpotifm  of  Mahommed  Riza.  To  feparate,  or 
even  to  redrain  them  within  proper  bounds,  is 
beyond  human  capacity;  fome  branches  mud  be 
lopt  off  to  give  more  vigour  and  room  to  others 
to  flouriin.  Mubarick  mud  retire  from' the  Muf- 
nud  ;  Mahommed  Riza  and  the  fecret  committee 
vanifh  away  ;  and  even  the  council  itfelf  mud  be 
ledrained  from  brevi  manu  defpotifm  ;  fuch  as, 
the  fending  home,  by  force,  Britifli  fubjeds,  and 
difmiiiing  officers  without  the  fentencc  of  a  court 
martial. 


yudicial  Power. 


Pcfltaion.  TO  preferve  the  health  of  the  political  body, 
the  pure  dream  of  impartial  judice  mud  rufh, 
with  vi,i;our,  through  every  vein.  When  it  meets 
with  obdruftions,  a  difeafe  is  produced ;  and, 
when  the  whole  mafs  becomes  corrupted,  a  lan- 
guor fuccceds,  which  frequently  terminates  in 
death,  'lo  drop  the  metaphor,  the  didributers 
of  judice  ought  to  be  independent  of  every  thing 
but  the  law.  The  executive  part  of  government 
mud  not  interfere  with  the  decifions  of  the  judge, 
oihervvife  that  oflicer,  who  was  created  for  the 
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defence  of  the  fubjecl  from  injury,  becomes  a  tool 
of  oppreflion  in  the  hands  of  defpotifm. 

The  firll  principle  of  wife  legiflation  is  to  open  VarioMs 
an  eafy  paifage  to  the  temple  of  Juflice.  Where  ■'  .'"[^'jfgn- 
the  feat  of  redrefs  is  either  diftant  or  difficult  of  j^al. 
accefs,  an  injury  is  forgot  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
complaint ;  and  thus  injuftice  is  encouraged  by 
the  almofl:  certain  profpe6t  of  impunity,  lb  avoid 
this  evil,  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry  thinks  it  ne- 
celfary,  that  the  a£t  of  the  legiflature,  which  (hall 
conftirute  the  mode  of  diitributing  juflice,  fhould 
alfo  divide  Berrgnl  and  Behar  into  five  great  pro- 
vinces, the  capitals  of  which  ought  to  be  Cal- 
cutta, Murfhedabad,  and  Dacca,  in  Bengal ;  arid 
Patna  and  Mongeer,  in  Behar.  Let  each  of  thefe 
five  great  divifions  be  fubdivided  into  ten  Chuck- 
las,  or  extenfive  dillricls,  almoft  the  number  of 
which  the  kingdom  confifls  at  prefent ;  and  let 
each  of  thefe  be  (till  fubdivided  into  an  indefinite 
number  of  Pergunnas. 

To  bring  juftice,    to   ufe   a   certain   author's  ConOablcs 
words,  home  to  the  door  of  every  man,  let  there,  s^ci  juf- 
in  each  village,  be  eflablifiied,  as  in   the  days  of  peace. 
the  empire,  a  Muckuddum,  to  a£l  as  a  conftable 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace.     A   Sheichdar, 
with  a  commiffion  fimilar  to   that  of  a  juflice  of 
the  peace,  Ihould  be  fixed  in  the  moft   centrical 
parr  of  the  Pergunna  or  lefler   diffrid,  to  whom 
difputes,  which  cannot  be  quaflied  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Muckuddum  or  conftable,  may  be  re- 
ferred.    Let  the  court  of  this   officer,  however, 
communicate  with  another  of  a  more  extenfive 
and  ample  jurifdidion,  eflabliflied  in   the  capital 
of  the  divifion  or  diflricl,  of  which  the  Pergunna 
is  a  part. 

Similar  to  the  office  of  a  Sheikdar,  or  juflice  of  Cutwsi.or 
the  peace,  ought  to   be   that  of  the  Cutwal  or  ^i^yc"- 
mayor   of  great  towns   and    confiderable  cities. 

I'hc 
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Courts    of 

Cutcherri. 


Ir'  jiirif- 
oictiuii. 


Tlie  wifdom  of  the  houfe  of  Timur  eflablifhed 
this  officer,  to  animadvert  upon  thieves,  gam- 
blers, and  otlier  niifcreants  ;  to  remove  nuifances, 
to  fupprefs  pimps  and  jugglers,  to  prevent  fore- 
fialling  of  grain  and  other  provifions ;  to  be  the 
regulator  of  the  market,  and  to  decide  in  all  tri- 
vial and  vexatious  difputes,  that  tended  toward 
a  breach  of  the  peace.  His  miniilerial  office  co- 
incided almofl  with  that  of  the  mayors  of  our 
leiTer  towns ;  and  his  court  was  the  counterpart 
of  the  now  obfolete  Curia  pedis. pulverizati, 
mentioned  by  our  lawyers. 

In  every  Chuckla,  or  greater  divifion,  let  there 
be  eltablifhed  a  court  fnnilar  in  its  nature,  but 
different  in  its  mode,  to  the  courts  of  Cutcherri, 
inftiiuted  in  the  days  of  the  empire.  Let  this 
court  be  compofed  of  the  Company's  fervant,  re- 
fiding  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  the 
Chuckla,  and  of  two  Mahommed  Cazis,  and 
two  Brahmins.  The  fervant  of  the  Company 
ought  to  be  the  nominal  prefident  of  the  court, 
but  only  to  fit  when  the  voices  are  equal,  to  throw 
his  calling-vole  on  the  fide  of  equity.  In  fuch  a 
cafe  the  procefs  to  begin  anew.  The  fees  of  the 
court  mufl  be  regulated,  and  a  table  of  the  ex- 
];ence  of  every  article  to  be  hung  up  to  public 
view,  in  the  common  hall.  The  puniffiment  for 
corruption,  upon  convielion  in  the  lupreme  court 
of  Bengal,  ought  to  rife  to  a  degree  of  fevcrity, 
fuiiable  to  the  danger  of  the  crime 

This  court,  befides  the  power  of  hearing  ap- 
peals from  the  decifions  of  the  Shcichdar  in  the 
lefler  didiicts,  ought  to  retain  its  ancient  authori- 
ty, fubjecl,  however,  to  an  appeal  from  decifions 
beyond  a  fum  to  be  fpecified,  to  the  provincial 
courts,  which  fliall  be  hereafter  defcribed.  Its 
jurifdicUon  ought  to  extend  to  the  contracting 
and  diiTolving  of  marriages,  to  the  felilement  of 
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dowries  for  women,  and  the  fucceffion  to  money 
and  moveables  among  children,  according  to  the 
refpe£live  inftitutes  of  the  Mahommedan  and  Hin- 
doo fyflems  of  religion.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  a 
court  of  record ;  and  to  be  obliged  to  keep  an 
exact  regifter  of  all  public  and  private  contracts, 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  ;  and,  to  execute 
that  department  of  the  bufmefs,  a  Canongoe  and 
a  Mutafeddy,  as  clerks,  ought  to  be  annexed  to 
each  court.  Thefe,  with  other  matters  to  be  def- 
cribed  in  the  fucceeding  fedion,  ought  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  power  of  the  court  of  Cut- 
cherri. 

In  each  of  the  capitals  of  the  five  provinces,  a  Provincial 
member  of  the  council  of  flate  at  Calcutta  ought  courts. 
to  refide.  He,  together  with  poflTefiing  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Company's  commercial  affairs  in 
his  province,  ought  to  be  empowered,  by  a  fpe- 
cial  cominiflion,  with  three  affeffors  of  the  elder 
refident  fervants,  to  form,  and  prefide  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  which  we  fnall,  for  dillindlion,  call  The 
Provincial  Court  of  Appeal.  To  direct  their  judg- 
ment upon  points  of  law,  an  officer,  under  the 
name  of  Attorney-general  for  the  province,  ought 
to  be  appointed  to  give  his  advice,  together  with  a 
Mahommedan  Cazi,  and  an  Indian  Brahmin,  to 
explain  the  principles  of  their  refpedlive  indituti- 
ons  and  ufages,  and  to  tender  oaths  to  the 
parties.  Suits  may  originate  in  this  court  j  and 
it  ought  to  have  the  power  of  removing  before 
itfelf  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Cutcherri. 

To  eftablifh  thoroughly  the  independence  of  the  Supreme 
judicial  on  the  executive  power,  a  fupreme  court,  l°[^'-^^' 
from  which  an  appeal  ought  only  to  lie  to  Great 
Britain,  (hould  be  erected  at  Calcutta,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  legiflature.  Let  it  confifl  of  a  chief 
jullice  and  three /):^;/«rjun;ices,  who  derive  their 
commifTions  from  the  king  j  and  let  them  be  in 
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Bengal  the  counterpart  of    the   court  of  king's 
bench  in  England.     The  jurifdiclion  of  this  court, 
which,  from  its  tranfcendent  power,  may  be  cal- 
led the  fupreme  court  of  Bengal,  ought  to  extend, 
without  limitation,  over  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and 
to  keep  the  inferior  courts  within  the  bounds   of 
theiV  authority  ;    as    well  as   to  decide  ultimately 
upon  all   appeals.     It   ought    to    protect    the  juft 
rights  of  the  fubjecl,  by  its  fudden  and  even  fum- 
mary  interpofition  ;    and    to  take  cognizance  of 
criminal  as  well  as  of  civil  caufes. 
andcrimi-      •'['q  carry  juftice,   in  criminal  matters,  with  all 
ciiition^  "   the  expedition  polTible,  through  our  conquefts,  it 
is  propofed,  that  two  of  the  puifnc  julHces  fhall, 
twice  a-year,  go   on  circuits,    to    the    refpedive 
capitals  of  the  five  provinces,  one  into  the    three 
provinces  in    Bengal,  and  one  into  the  two,  into 
which  Bchar  is  to  be  divided.     1  he  puifne  juflice 
fhall  fit,  upon  thefe  occafions,  with  the  members 
of  the  provincial  court  ;  but  the    member  of  the 
council,  who  is  the  prefident  of   the  court,  fhall 
flill  be  confidered  as  the  principal  judge.     In  cri- 
minal matters,  the  culprit  fhall  be  tried  by  a  jury 
cf  Briliflifubjecisonly  ;  there  being  ahrays  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  good  and  lawful  men  to  form  a 
jury,  in  the  capital  of  the  province.     In  the   fu- 
preme court  at  Calcutta,  difputes  between  the  na- 
tives may  be  decided  in  civil   cafes,  according    to 
equity,  without  a  jury,    by    the  judges;  but  in 
fu/    '        een  Britifh  fubjeds,  the  matter  ought  to 
be  u.'.i,  by  a  jury,  upon   the  principles  of   the 
]:;u-  of  Fngland. 

'J1:e  file  management  of  the  revenue  of  Bengal, 
in  the  Company,  many  capital  alterations 
are  necelfary  to  be  made  in  that  important  branch. 
'Ihe  great  channel  of  public  juflice  has  been,  by 
the  above  regulations,  feparated  from  the  execu- 
tive 
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tive  power;  but  fome  part  of  the  judicial  autho- 
rity mufl  dill  remain  in  the  Company's  hands. 
To  manage  the  receipts  of  the  revenue,  it  has 
been  already  mentioned,  that  five  boards  mufl:  be 
formed,  the  fuperior  one  of  which  to  remain  in 
Calcutta.  The  boards  ought  to  confifl:  of  two- 
divifions,  or  rather  of  two  fides  ;  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  the  judicial  part,  which  mufl 
enable  them  to  inforce  the  payment  of  the  re- 
venues. 

The  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  branch  ought  its  jurif- 
to  rife  in  the  fame  gradations  with  the  courfe  of  ^'*-'''°'^ 
appeals  in  the  civil  line  of  difputes  between  man 
and  man.  Let  the  Cutcherries  inforce  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revenues  of  the  Chucklas,  under  an 
appeal  to  the  provincial  board,  whofe  decifions, 
beyond  certain  fums,  ought  to  be  fubjecl  to  the 
revifion  of  the  general  board  at  Calcutta.  But, 
as  the  ftate  mufl:  not  fuffer  through  delay,  let  the 
fum  in  difpute,  upon  a  decifion  againfl:  the  fub- 
je£t,  by  any  of  the  courts  of  revenue  before  whom 
the  fuit  (hall  originate,  be  forthwith  paid  into 
the  Exchequer  ;  and  let  the  perfon  aggrieved  feek 
for  redrefs,  by  petition,  to  the  court  which  is 
placed  immediately  above  that  court,  of  whofe 
decifion  he  complains. 

The  board  of  revenue,  in  each  of  the  capital  confinedas 
cities  of  the  five  provinces,  except  in  Calcutta,  ^"*^'^- 
where  no  court  of  law  except  the  fupreme  court 
exifl:s,  is  to  be  made  up  of  the  fame  perfons 
whom  we  have  already  placed  as  judges  in  the 
provincial  court  of  appeal.  The  court  of  exche- 
quer, in  England,  examines,  by  a  fidion,  into 
all  forts  of  civil  caufes.  It  is  neceflary  to  preclude 
the  boards  of  revenue  from  fuch  powers,  as  a 
court  of  exchequer.  As  provincial  courts  of 
common  law,  their  decifions  are  liable  to  an  ap- 
peal to  the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta,  and  there- 
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fore  any  prejudices  which  they  may  be  fuppofed 
to  imbibe,  as  members  of  the  executive  part  of 
government,  cannot  be  of  great  detriment  to  the 
people,  fubjeft  as  their  proceedings  are  to  a  court 
not  amenable  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Company. 


Ohjcrvatiom  on  the  Judicial  Power. 

RefiefH-        THE  defpotifm  which  naturally  fprung  from 
°"'  the  double  government  which  arofe  on  the  foun- 

dation of  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  Bengal,  re- 
prefTed  one  evil,  whilll  it  gave  birth  to  a  thou- 
fand.  Thofe  frequent  difputes  which  grow  be- 
tween individuals,  where  the  accefs  to  juflice  is 
eafy,  were  quafhed  by  a  terror  which  prevented 
an  unfortunate  people  from  appearing  before 
rulers  who  wanted  but  an  excufe  to  opprefs.  The 
hand  of  power  fell  heavy  upon  both  the  plaintiff 
and  defendant ;  and,  therefore,  men  put  up  with 
injuries  from  one  another,  in  hopes  of  concealing 
themfelves  from  the  rigid  eyes  of  government. 
This  alludes  to  the  boifterous  tyranny  of  the  mi- 
nifter  of  a  nominal  Nabob  ;  indolence  was  more 
our  crime,  than  crueltv. 
cnvvhatof  The  doors  Opened  to  juftice  m  the  preceding 
laws  lection.  Will,  Without  doubt,  introduce  an  ample 

harvefl  for  men  of  the  law  ;  but  it  is  better  that 
they  fnould  live  by  litigioufnefs,  than  that  the 
people  fliould  perifli  by  tyranny.  The  objedion 
rifing  from  tliis  circumflance  mufl  therefore  va- 
nifh  in  the  utility  of  the  thing;  and  another  ob- 
jedlion,  juft  as  obvious,  may  be  as  eafily  re- 
moved. It  may  be  thought  impolitic  by  fome, 
that  any  part  of  the  judicial  authority  fliould  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  natives.  But  this  is  ob- 
jeded  in  vain.     'J'he  officers  of  juftice,  as  well  as 

being 
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being  fubjea  to  a  revifion  of  their  decrees  to  the 
Britifh,  derive  from  them  their  own  power ;  and 
the  people,  by  being  left  in  pofTeffion  of  fome  of 
their  laws  and  ufages,  will  be  flattered  into  an  in- 
violable fubmifTion  to  our  government. 

Though  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  are,  from  ought  robe 
their  natural   difpofition,  prepared  to  fubmit  to '^^'^""'■' 
any  fyftem  of  government,  founded   upon  juftice, 
there  are  fome  laws  of  their  own,  which  abfolute 
power  itfclf  muft  not  violate.     The  regulations, 
with  regard  to  their  womenand  religion,  mufl:  never 
be  touched;  and  upon  mature  confideration,  the 
Author  of  the  Enquiry  is  of  opinion,  that  many 
other   ancient  inflitutions  might    be  left    entire. 
There  are,  however,  particular  ufages  eftabiiflied 
by  time  into  a  law,  which  our  humanity  mufl:  de- 
flroy.     No  pecuniary  compenfation  muft  be  per- 
mitted for  murder;  no  theft  be  puniflied  by  cut- 
ting off  the    hand.     Let  the  Mahommedan  laws 
ftill  in  force  againfl:    the  Hindoos  be   abrogated ; 
let  no  women  burn  themfelves  with  their  huflDands, 
no  dying  perfon  be  expofed  by  his  friends. 

To  leave  the  natives  entirely  to  their  own  laws,  to^h- 
would  be  to  confign  them  to  anarchy  and  confufi-  "Stives. 
on.  The  inhabitants  of  Bengal  are  divided  into 
two  religious  feels,  the  Mahommedan  and  Hindoo, 
almcft  equal  in  point  of  numbers.  Averfe,  be- 
yond meafure,  to  one  another,  both  on  account 
of  religion  and  the  memory  of  mutual  injuries, 
the  one  party  will  not  now  fubmit  to  the  laws  of 
the  other  ;  and  the  difl'ennon  which  fubfifts  be- 
tween individuals,  would,  without  a  preflure 
from  another  power,  fpread  in  a  flame  over  the 
whole  kmgdom.  It  is,  therefore,  abfolurely  ne- 
cellary  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  laws  of  England,  in  fo  far  as  they 
do  not  cppofc  prejudices  and  ufages  which  cannot 
be  rehnquifiied  by  the   natives,    fhould  prevail. 

The 
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The  meafure,  bcfides  Its  equity,  is  calculated  to 
preferve  that  influence   which    conquerors    mud 
pofTefs  to  retain  their  power. 
Expence         The  expence  of  the  judicial  eftablifhment  is  but 
°'  trivial,  if  compared  to  the   advantages  which  the 

kingdom  of  Bengal  muft  derive  from  fuch  a  ne- 
ceflary  inftitution.  1  he  judges  in  every  country 
fhould  be  placed  in  affluence ;  in  Bengal  they 
ought  to  derive  a  fortune  from  the  labour  of  feme 
years.  The  natives  of  a  northern  climate  fettle 
not  i'.r  life  in  the  torrid  zone  ;  they  always  place 
the  ^.rofpeft  of  returning  with  wealth  to  their 
friends,  among  their  great  inducements  for  ven- 
turing to  crofs  the  ocean.  The  following  table 
prefents  an  edimate  of  the  annual  expence  of  juf- 
tice  in  Bengal. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Bengal, 

the  fu-       One  chief  juftice,  -         /.    10,000 

^               1  hree/>z<'///i£^  jultices,  -          15,000 

One  artorncy. general,  -           3}000 

One  regifter,         -  -                2,oco 

Two  Cazis  and  two  Brahmins, 

to  attend  the  court,  -           0,400 

Contingencies,  -                  1,000 


the  pro-     The  four  provincial  courts  of 
''"''^''  appeal,   confiding   of   the 

Company's  fervants. 
Four  counfcllors,    as    prefi- 

dents,  -         -         -         ;C*  2,000 

Twelve  afielTors,  -  2,400 


i'  3^4o» 


One 
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One  provincial   attorney   in 

each. 

2,000 

One  regifter  in  each, 

0,800 

One  Cazi  and  one  Brahmin 

in  each, 

0,800 

Contingencies  in  all, 

1,600 

Fifty  courts  of  Cutcherri. 

Fifty  prefidents,   being    fer- 

vants  of  the  Company, 
Two  hundred  afTeflbrs, 

10,000 

Fifty  rcgifters, 
Fifty  clerks. 

-1,500 
1,000 

£'  22,700 
£*  58,500 

The  above  calculation,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  Obfervati- 
be  thought  extravagant,  for  difpenfing  juftice  to  '  "• 
fifteen  millions  of  people.  The  falaiies  of  the 
members  of  the  boards  of  revenue,  and  of  thefe, 
as  forming  courts  of  exchequer,  are  not  mention- 
ed, as  the  Company  is  fuppofed  to  pay  its  own 
fervants,  with  certain  funis  and  lucrative  privi- 
leges for  the  whole  of  their  trouble.  The  Shiech- 
dars,  the  Cutwals,  and  the  Muckuddums,  have 
no  falaries  ;  the  influence  and  diftinttion  which 
they  (hall  derive  from  their  employments  being  a 
fufficient  reward  for  their  toil. 


General   Refledlions  on  the   Plan. 

PROPERTY  being  once  eftablifhed,  and  the  Reflefii- 
forms   of  juftice   to  protedl  it   delineated,  public  °"^°"' 
profperity  is  placed   on  a  folid  foundation.     But 
the  love   of    money,    which    generally    prevails, 
renders  the  moft   of  mankind   more  anxious   to 

pofTefs 


ate 
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poflefs  prefent  profit,  than  to  look  forward  to  fu- 
ture advantage.  The  plan  which  we  have  laid 
down  in  the  preceding  feftions,  will  begin  to  yield 
an  apparent  benefit  from  its  commencement  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  tide  will  become  the  more 
rapid  the  longer  it  flows. 

immcdl-  The  immediate  pecuniar)'  advantages  which  will 
rife  to  Bengal,  are  to  be  derived  from  various 
fources.  The  removal  of  the  emperor,  either  to 
Pjtna  or  Mongeer,  will  fave  to  the  kingdom  his 
ptnfion  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  pounds  ;  the  revenues  of  the  territory  of 
Bulwant  Singh,  three  hundred  and  tv.elve  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  fpent  in  Bengal  ; 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  which  is  now  fent 
abroad,  without  hopes  of  return,  to  pav  three 
battalions  of  our  troops  ftationed  at  Allahabad. 
This  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  eighty-feven  thou- 
fand pounds,  thrown  at  once  into  the  circulation, 
would  animate  the  languid  pulfe  of  commerce  ; 
and  at  once  prepare  the  kingdom  for  the  com- 
mercial improvements,  which  the  plan,  in  its 
other  regulations,  feems  abfolutely  to  enfure. 

snd  future  'I'he  future  advantages  arife  alfo  from  various 
fprings.  1  he  influx  of  fpecie  and  inhabitants, 
which  thefale  of  the  wafle  as  well  as  of.  the  cul- 
tivated lands,  would  draw  from  all  the  other  pro- 
vinces of  Hindoflan,  would  be  productive  of  im- 
mediate national  wealth.  The  advancement  of 
agriculture  would  promote  the  advancement  of 
manuhiclures.  1  he  peace  of  the  country  would 
be  fccurcd  from  abroad  ;  and  juflice,  by  prevail- 
ing at  home,  would  attach  the  natives  to  a  go- 
vernment, on  the  flabili(y  of  which  the  poflTeili- 
cn  of  their  landed'property  depended.  The  ef- 
tablinnnent  of  a  paper  currency,  on  national 
laith  and  the  Company's  fecurity,  would  enable 
mankind  to  bring  all  their  property  into  a6lion, 
lower  the  exorbitant  intereft  of  money,  and  ren- 
der 


advanta- 
ges 


rom 
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der  Bengal,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  the  moil 
comrnerclal,  the  mod  flouriihing,  and  the  moll 
weahhy  kingdom,  of  its  extent,   in  Afia. 

The  Company,  in  the  mid  (I  of  the  profperity  to  Le  d, 
of  the  Subject,  would  amazingly  thrive  in  their  [|,e^p|f[' 
affairs.  -A  fum  not  lefs  than  ten  millions,  inde- 
pendent of  their  revenue,  would,  in  the  fpace  of 
four  years,  flow  from  the  firft  fales  of  the  land 
into  their  coffers.  The  improvement  of  their 
prefent  revenue  would  join  iffue,  with  its  future 
certainty  and  permanency.  A  large  annual  fum 
would  arife,  from  a  thorough  examination  of  te- 
nures ;  and  from  impofts  already  laid  upon  fairs, 
markets,  entrance  into  great  towns,  (hops,  ma- 
gazines of  grain,  fees  upon  marriages,  tolls  col- 
lected at  ferries,  licences  for  exercifmg  trades, 
ground-rent  of  houfes,  which  though  at  prefent 
paid  by  the  public,  have  never  been  brought  to 
account  by  Mahommed  Riza  and  the  general  far- 
mers. Thefe  articles,  at  the  lowed  average,  might 
amount  to  the  annual  fum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  Five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
would  yearly  be  faved  in  penfions,  and  on  the 
charge  of  colleciion  ;  belldes,  the  immenfe  en- 
creafe  in  the  revenues,  wliich  would  mod  cer- 
tainly be  derived  from  the  growing  profperity  of 
the  kingdom. 

The  abiolute  eftablifhment  of  property,  with-  Condud- 
out  which  written  law  feems  fuperfluous  to  fociety,  i'lg 
is,  as  has  been  obferved,  the  foundation  upoii 
which  national  profperity  is  laid.  Regulations 
which  dop  fnort  of  this  primary  objeft,  are  only 
temporary  expedients,  which  may,  for  a  lime, 
alleviate  the  pain  of  the  didemper,  but  it  can  ne- 
ver cure.  A  tacit  acquicfcence  in  the  right  of 
poffeffion  of  the  natives,  the  prevention  of  foine 
part  of  the  prefent  national  wade,  a  mild  defpot- 
ifm,  which   we  may   dignify   with    the    name  of 

Judice, 
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Juftice,  will  have  an  immediate  good  effe6l  ;  but 
the  advantage  is  limited,  partial,  and  tranfient ; 
and  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  unlefs  fomething  fimilar  to  what  has 
been,  in  the  preceding  fedtions,  propofed,  is 
adopted,  Bengal  will,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
decline  into  a  fhadow,  and  vanilh  from  our  hands. 
fefltfiior.  Miracles  are  not  to  be  expeded  in  this  age; 
and,  without  them,  in  the  abfence  of  a  bold 
and  determined  exertion,  the  boafted  fruits 
of  our  victories  in  the  Eaft,  will  wither  with 
our  laurels.  A  kingdom,  lying  under  all  the 
difadvantages  of  a  foreign  conqueft,  which, 
without  return,  deprives  it  of  one  million  and  an 
half  of  its  annual  induftry,  muft  fink  under  the 
weight,  unlefs  it  is  placed  on  a  better  footing  than 
the  furrounding  countries  which  pay  no  tribute. 
Let  our  juflice  to  our  own  fubjeds,  let  the  advan- 
tages ot  our  regulations,  entice  foreigners,  with 
their  wealth,  to  fettle  among  us ;  let  us,  without 
the  fword,  appropriate  the  wealth  of  India  by 
our  policy  ;  otherwifc  the  dream  which  flows  into 
Great  Britain,  will  foon  become  dry.  The  lake, 
which  feeds  it,  has  already  difappeared  from  the 
banks.  Temporary  regulations  may  dazzle  with 
their  immediate  effedl  ;  but  a  permanent  plan, 
which  in  its  wide  circle  comprehends  futurity, 
will  preferve  the  vigour  and  health  of  Bengal,  to 
the  verge  of  that  political  death,  to  which  all  em- 
pires fcem  to  be  fubjeded  by  Fate. 


C 071  eluding  Refle^lions. 


Ftfcnt  ARGUMENTS  deduced  from  general    princi- 

ples,   ho\\evt.r  obvious   they   may    appear,  flrikc 
not  the  bulk  of  mankind  fo  forcibly  as  la<51s.     The 

revenues 
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revenues  of  Bengal,  without  including  the  Ja- 
gieers,  amounted,  in  the  year  1766,  to  near  three 
millions  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our 
money.  The  charges  of  colledion,  the  Nabob's 
government,  penfions,  civil,  military,  and  ma- 
rine expences,  being  deducted,  there  remained 
a  balance  of  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  for  the  Company.  The  expences  have 
fmce  been  encreafing  yearly,  and  the  revenues  de- 
creafnig  Both  were  hailening  to  that  middle 
point,  which  would  balance  the  accounts  of  the 
Britifh  nation,  with  the  fortune  of  their  arms 
in  the  Eall. 

To  conceal  this  derreafe  as  much  as  poffible,  ruinous 
men  fell  on  a  verv  fh  illow  and  poor  expedient.  ^^'^ 
The  fervants  of  the  Company  protraded  the 
time  of  cloiing  the  accounts  to  make  up  the  ufual 
fum  ;  and  by  thefe  means,  an  encroachment  of 
five  months  was,  b.  degrees,  made  upon  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year.  To  underfland  this  circumflance, 
it  is  neceifary  to  obferve,  that  the  colle6tions  are 
not  fixed  to  a  particular  term.  They  are  continu- 
ed without  intermiffion,  and  the  produce  of  the 
five  months,  which  may  amount  to  one  million 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  mull  be  deducted 
from  the  accounts  made  up,  fince  the  Dewanny 
was  fubmitted  to  our  management. 

o 

Notvvirhflanding  this  deception,  it  was  not  the  of  the  re- 
only  deficiency  in  the  itate  of  money  affairs.  The  ^"^""^^ 
revenues  of  the  year  1769  had,  befides,  fallen 
fhort  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  what 
further  reduction  the  famine  which  enfued  may 
have  made,  time  can  only  demonftrate.  By  the 
belt  accounts  from  Bengal,  there  was  not  a  ba- 
lance of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  remain- 
ing, after  all  expences  were  paid  ;  and  this  was 
not  above  half  the  fum  neceffary  to  purchafe  the 
annual  investments   of    the   Company.     No  fair 

conclufion, 
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conclufion,  however,  can  be  drawn  from  the  pro- 
duce of  one  year;  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Court 
of  Direftors  has  fince  eflablifhed  fome  beneficial 
regulations.  To  flatter  the  fanguine,  we  will  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  net  balance  will  amount,  on  the 
prefent  footing,  to  one  million.  The  fum  is  jufl 
iufficient  lor  the  inveflments  of  the  Company ; 
without  leaving  a  fingle  farthing  in  the  treafury  to 
aniwer  any  extraordinary  emergency. 
Obtious  The  advantages  of  the  propofed  plan  are  obvi- 
ous ;  and,  therefore,  cafily  explained.  Let  it  be 
fuppolcd,  that  the  rent-roll  of  the  year  1766  fhall 
be  taken  as  the  rule  of  the  quit-rent  to  be  paid, 
after  the  fale  of  the  lands.  Let  none  think  this 
fum  too  much.  Under  the  management  of  the 
proprietors,  the  lands  would  in  a  few  years  pro- 
duce thrice  the  fum  of  three  millions  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds ;  but  the  Subjed  muft  re- 
ceive a  bribe  for  his  induftry.  The  Company, 
at  prefent,  complain,  that  the  Talookdars,  or 
thole  who  polTefs  lands  in  property,  run  away  with 
all  the  tenants.  Their  eftates  are  flourifhing, 
whilft  our  limited  policy  of  letting  the  lands  by 
the  year,  has  created  folitudes  around.  After  a 
thorough  examination  of  fictitious  tenures,  private 
encroachments  and  public  embezzlements,  we 
may  with  great  propriety,  venture  to  add,  at 
lealt  one  million  to  the  above  fum.  But  to  fpeak 
with  a  moderation  which  precludes  reply,  we  (liall 
only  take  it  for  granted,  that  four  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  are,  by  thefe  means,  only  gained. 
Even  this  fum  will  fix  the  annual  revenue  at  four 
millions ;  and  there  let  it  reft  till  the  profperity  of 
the  country  fhall  authorife  an  encreafe,  by  flight 
imports  on  trade  and  the  articles  of  conlump- 
tion. 

The  abolition  of  the  tyrannical  and  impolitic 
government  of  the  Nabob,  will  be  a  faving  of  five 

hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  on  the  annual  expcnces.  Advima- 
The  f;i'3:  is  notorious,  that  the  real  expence  of^^* 
this  fecondary  and  intermediate  government,  in 
penfions  and  in  the  mode  of  coHedion,  exceeds 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  the  judicial 
and  fifcal  fyftems  eftablilhed  in  the  preceding 
plan  will  not  exceed  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
with  all  the  advantages  of  a  falutar^  and  equita- 
ble adminiitration  of  juftice  and  law.  To  this 
fum  we  may  add  the  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
which  have  fallen  off  from  the  revenue,  as  the 
firft-fruits  of  the  plan;  all  which,  fuppofmg  the 
expences  of  the  civil,  military,  and  marine  de- 
partments to  remain  as  at  prefent,  would  make 
an  annual  difference  of  one  million  four  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  in  favour  of  the  Company. 
The  inveftments  of  the  Company  might  in  that 
cafe  be  encreafed,  yet  leave  a  fum  for  the  treafury 
in  Calcutta  for  emergencies. 

^  The  treafury,  however,  ought-.not  to  be  too  of  iiie-pre- 
rich,  left  circulation  fhould  deaden  in  the  kino--  "'^'"S 
dom.  Two  millions  in  fpecie  would  be  fufficient. 
To  employ  the  furplus  to  advantage,  together' 
with  the  ten  millions,  which  are  fuppofed  to  arife 
froni  the  fale  of  the  lands,  a  bank  ought  to  be  ef- 
tablifhed  for  the  purpofe  of  lending  out  fuiris  of 
money,  not  exceeding  three  years  purchafe  on 
landed  fecurity  to  the  Proprietors,  at  the  intereft 
of  feven  per  centum.  The  land-holders  would  be, 
by  thefe  means,  enabled  to  raife  the  neceffary 
fums,  at  lefs  than  half  the  intereft  which  they 
now  pay  ;  and  the  Company  would  have  good  fe- 
curity for  their  advances.  Let  us  fuppofe,  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  ten  millions  were 
lent  upon  thefe  terms,  that  fum  would  produce  an 
annual  intereft  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; 
which,^  upon  the  whole  plan,  makes  a  yearly  ba- 
lance, in  favour  of  the  Company,   of    two   mil- 

LIONS 
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LIONS  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS  MORE 
THAN  THEY  AT    PRESENT   RECEIVE,  exclufive    of 

a  PRODIGIOUS  and  growing  treasure  ;  and  the 
moderate  impofls  which  may  be  hereafter  laid  on 
articles  of  luxury. 
Plan.  The  Plan,  to  fpeak  the  leafl  in   its  favour,    is 

practicable  in  its  great  and  general  line.  It  would 
produce,  even  partially  followed,  immenfe,  fudden, 
and  permanent  advantages  ;  but  no  human  fore- 
fight  can  abfolutely  eflimate  the  precife  fums. 
Though  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry  has  not  the 
vanity  to  fuppofe  that  his  fcheme  is,  in  all  its 
branches,  infallible,  he  will  venture  to  pledge  him- 
felf  to  his  country,  that,  fliould  the  more  materi- 
al parts  of  his  fyftcm  be  adopted,  the  advantages 
to  be  deri\ed  from  it  would  not  fall  fhort  of  his 
calculations.  His  knowledge  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal,  and  its  various  refources,  gives  him  a  con- 
fidence on  this  fubjeft,  to  which  he  is  not  intitled 
bv  his  abilities. 
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CHAP.    I. 


Obfervafwns-^Deatb  of  Akhar—Acceffirm  of  Selimy 
by  the  name  of  ] eh a-ngire— Rebellion  of  Sultan 
Chufero — Battle  of  Lahore — Chufero's  misfor- 
tunes— Rebellion  quafhed — Executions — War  with 
Perjia — A  confpiracy, 

1   HE  great  abilities  of  Akbar  confirmed  the     A.  D. 
houfe  of  Timur  on  the  throne,  and  eftablifhed    H&r. 
tranquillity  over  all  their  vafl  conquefls  in  India,      loi^. 
Vigorous  in  his  meafures,  without'  tyranny,  he-'^'"''"^ 
impreffed  the  rHinds  of  men  with  awe,  and  checked 
that  fpirit  of  difcord  and  private  ambition,  which 
had   prevailed    in  more  feeble  reigns.     Govern- 
ment becoming  fettled  and  uniform  in  its  regula- 
tions, 
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A.  n.  tions,  the  arts  of  civil  life  began  to  increafe  and 
l^^5-  flourifh,  among  a  people  naturally  induftrious 
lo  4.     and  ingenious.     The   fplendor  of  the  court,  the 

'"•'^r-^  wealth  of  individuals,  created  a  general  tafte  for 
pomp  and  magnificence ;  and  the  crowded  levees 
of  the  great,  where  all  endeavoured  to  excel  in 
the  art  of  pleafing,  rendered  the  Indians  equal  in 
politenefs  to  the  nations  of  Europe.  Learning 
was  not  unknown,  if  we  exclude  the  abftrufe 
fciences.  The  Arabian  and  Brahmin  fyftems  of 
philofophy  were  (tiidied  ;  and  the  powers  of  the 
mind  were  generally  cultivated  and  improved. 

ohn?rv3!:-  Tliis  character  of  civilization,  it  mud:  be  con- 
feffed,  tallies  not  with  the  political  condudt  of  the 
people.  But  nccefiity  and  felf-prefervation  make 
a  kind  of  apology  for  crimes  under  defpotifm, 
which  would  be  unpardonable  in  a  community 
governed  by  general  and  known  laws.  In  dates 
lubjecl  to  arbitrary  government,  there  is  no  fe- 
curity,  no  honour,  no  independence  in  private 
life.  I'he  nation  is  divided  into  two  forts  of  peo- 
ple, the  opprelTors  and  the  oppreffed.  Every  man 
of  fpirit,  of  lamily,  and  of  fortune,  muft,  in  felf- 
defcnce,  endeavour  to  pofl'efs  a  (hare  of  the  go- 
vernment under  which  he  was  boi  n.  When  he 
ibrts  forth  from  o!)fcurity,  he  mud  adopt  the 
political  principles  of  his  country,  or  be  ruined 
in  all  his  fchemes,  however  repugnant  thefe  prin- 
ciples may  be  to  the  general  didates  of  humanity, 
and  the  particular  difpofition  of  his  own  mind. 
'1  he  greated  virtues  therefore  arc  often  blended 
with  the  worit  vices ;  and  this  circumflance  gives 
a  variety  ?ind  flrength  of  feature  to  Afiatic  cha- 
liitlers,  unknown  in  the  fettled  <T0vernnients  of 
the  welt. 

Ex>Ti»3rJ      Though  the  empire  of  the  Mahommedans  in 

i^vrinifs    jpf^ijj  ^YQg  ^iot.  fo  cxtcnfivc  uudeF  Akbar  as  it  had 

ft    he  cm-  1        r  •  r      L        T-»  t-»  n 

pitc.  been  under  fome  pnnces   or  the  Patan  Dynatry, 

it 
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it  comprehended  a  vail  tra£l  of  country,  divided     a.  D. 
into  twenty  two   provinces  ;   each   equal   to   fome      '^^5- 
kingdoms   in   wealth,  fertility   and   extent  *.     A      1014. 
fmall  part  only  of  the  Decan   or  fouthern   penin-  '>-—--'*-/ 
fuia  of  India  had  been  conquered  :   yet  the  domi- 
nions of  the  family  of  Timur,  in   their   northern 
and  fouthern  frontiers,  fell  under  the  thirty-fixth 
and  ninetenth  parallels  of  latitude  ;  and   they  ex- 
tended   themfelves,    from    eaft    to    vveH:,    about 
twenty-five  degrees.     The  revenues,  according  to 
the    Imperial    regiiler,   were    thirty-two    millions 
flerling,  received  in  the  exchequer,  exclufive  of 
the    cuflomary   prefents,    and   the   eftates   of  the 
officers  of  the  crown,  which   at   their  death  re- 
verted to  the  emperor,  and  amounted,  at   a   me- 
dium, to   twenty   millions   more   of  our   money. 
Thefe  immenfe  fums  were  expended  in  maintain- 
ing an  army  of  three  hundred   thoufand  horfe,  as 
many  of  foot,  in  fupport  of  the   fplendor  of  the 
court,  and  in  the  falaries  of  civil  officers. 

When  the  indifpofition  of  the  emperor  Akbar  In'n?ues 
rendered  him  incapable  of  attending  to  public  bu- 1|^'"'^ 
fmefs,  the  whole  weight   of  government  fell   on  Seiim. 
Chan    Azim,    the   Vifier.     Selim,   Akbar's   only 
furviving  fon,  notwithilanding  the  difputes  which 
he  had  formerly  with  his  father,  was  itill   looked 
upon  as  the  heir  of  the  empire.     But  the  Vifier's 
daughter    being   married   to   Chufero,  the   elded 
fon  ol  Selim,  that  miniller  was  defirous   of  plac- 
ing the  reins  of  government  in  the  hands   of  his 
fon-in-law.     He  was  fupported  in  this  fcheme  bv 
many  of  the  nobles ;   the   moif   enterprizing  and    ■ 
powerful  of  whom  was   Raja  Man  Singh,  whofe 

*    Kandahar,    Ghizni,    Cabal,    Cafiiinirc,    Lahore,  Moul- 

tan,  Outch,    Sindi,    Ajmcre,    Sirhind.  Delhi,  Duab,  Ap^ra, 

Allahabad,    Oud,    Behar,    Bengal,    Oriffa,    Malava,  Berar, 
Chandeifh,  Guzerat. 
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A.  D.  filler  was  the  mother  of  Chiifero.  The  Raja, 
1605.  from  the  antiquity  of  his  family,  and  his  own  ad- 
,ol4.  drtfs,  romiranded  all  the  Hindoo  intereft  in  the 
— •. — "-^empire;  and  he  had,  at  that  very  time,  twenty 
thoufaiid  of  his  native  fubjecls  of"  the  Rajaput  tribe 
in  and  near  the  environs  of  the  capital,  prepared 
to  execute  his  orders.  Selira  being  apprized  of 
the  powerful  confederacy  againfl  him,  waited 
upon  bis  father  Akbar,  two  days  before  his  death, 
and  laid  before  him  all  their  fchemes.  The  em- 
peror cal'ed  them  to  his  prefence,  reprimanded 
them  feverely  ;  and  having  publicly  acknowledged 
Selini  his  lawful  fuccelTor  in  the  empire,  obliged 
the  confedtirate  lords  to  pay  him  homage,  and  to 
promiie  to  fupport  his  title. 
Iiisacref-  On  the  fixtetnth  of  the  fecond  jcmmad,  in 
the  year  of  the  Higera  one  thoufand  and  fourteen, 
the  illu/lrious  Akbar  expired  at  Agra,  amid  the 
tears  of  his  fubjefts  ;  who  loved  him  as  their  fa- 
ther, admired  him  as  their  leader,  and  feared 
him  as  their  prince.  The  promife  extorted  by 
the  emperor  from  the  Vifier  and  Man  Singh  in 
favour  of  Selim,  had  no  effeft  on  their  condud. 
He  was  no  fooner  dead  than  ihey  aflembled  their 
party  in  the  houfe  of  the  former,  and  renewed 
Their  delibcratiuns  in  favour  of  Chufero,  in  pre- 
judice of  his  father.  Selim  in  the  mean  time  was 
not  idle.  He  convened  all  his  friend?  in  his  own 
palace.  '!  hiiigs  remained  in  fuijienfe  for  fome 
hours.  Fcrid  Cochari,  who  commanded  the  city- 
guiirds,  took  at  length  a  fpirited  refolution.  He 
ordered  the  gates  to  he  fhut,  to  prevent  any 
troops  fiom  entering  the  ciiy;  and,  taking  the 
keys  in  his  hand,  haftened  to  the  palace  of  Selim. 
He  prcfented  them  on  his  knees,  and  faluted  him 
emperor.  All  prefent  followed  his  example, 
'I'he  news  foon  reached  tlie  houfe  of  the  Vifier. 
The  party  of  Chufero   was  ffruck   with  a  fudden 

panic. 
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panic.     They  broke  up  from  council,  and   made     A.  D. 
all  pofTible  hade  to  pay  their  refpecb   to   the  new      l^i*'*- 
fovereigii.     The  Vifier  took  care   not   to  be  the      1014", 
I'dil.      The  hopes  of  Chufero  were  daihed  in  a  mo-  ^— ^<-^^ 
ment.     He  was  feized  with  fear,  and   fled   down 
the  river  in  a  fmail  canoe,  with  Raja  Man  Singh, 
and  concealed  himfelf  in  that   prince's   houfe   till 
he  obtained  a   pardon   from   his   father.     Ferid, 
for  this  fignal  fervice,  was  advanced   to   the  rank 
of-  paymaitergeneral  of  the  forces,  by  the  title  of 
Murtaza    Chan ;  and   many   other   diftinguifliing 
honours  were  at  the  fame  time   conferred  upon 
him. 

Selim  was  born  at  Sikri,  near  Agra,  on  Wed-  His  titles 
nefday  the  feventeenth  of  the  fecond  Ribbi,  in  ^"'^  ^^^' 
the  nine  hundredth  and  feventy-feventh  year  of 
the  liigera.  The  moll  remarkable  event  of  Se- 
lim's  life,  before  his  acceliion,  was,  his  difobe- 
dience  to  his  father's  orders,  rather  than  his  re- 
bellion againfc  him,  about  two  years  prior  to  that 
monarch's  death.  Infolent  at  firit,  he  refufed  to 
return  to  his  duty,  and  was  once  aclually  at  tha 
head  of  feventy  thoufand  men.  Upon  the  death 
of  the  prince  Daniai,  he,  however,  fubmitted, 
having  then  a  nearer  profpeft  of  the  throne ;  Ak- 
bar  havintr  uobraided  him  for  his  difobedience  at 
firrt:,  and  his  pufillanimity  afterwards,  for  throw- 
ing himfelf  upon  an  enraged  fovereign's  mercy, 
when  he  was  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  re- 
ceived him  into  favour.  When  Selim  took  the 
reins  of  government  in  his  hands,  he  alfumed  the 
titles  of  Noor-ul-dien  Mahommed  Jehangire, 
or  Mahommed  the  Light  of  the  Faith  and  con- 
queror OF  THE  world.  He  dated  the  com- 
mencement of  his  reign  from  the  twentieth  of  the 
fecond  Jemmad  1C14,  which  anfwers  to  the  2  id 
of  October,  1605,  being  then  in  the  thirty-fe- 
venth  year  of  his  age.     Akbar  was  interred  with 

I  2  great 
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/.  n.     great  pomp  at  Secundra,  near  Agra;    and   the. 
','t°^'      minds  of  men  were  diltraded   between  grief  and 
1014.     joy,  funeral  folemnitv,  and  the  fefHvity  attending 
"^-"^    -^  upon  the  accellion  of  a  new  fovereign. 
Hi«  pru-         Chan  Aziip,  the  difcontented   Vifier,  and   the 
v-Tfeadmi-  ^3]7i  Man  Singh,  were  fo  formidable   in   the  em- 
juiiration.   pire,  that  Jehangire  thought   it   moll  prudent  to 
accept  of  the  oti'ered  allegiance  of  both,  and  to 
confirm  them  in  their  relpecl:ive  honours  and  go- 
vernments,   without    animadverfion    upon    their 
late  conduft.     Man  Singh  was  difpatched   to   his 
fubafliip  of  Bengal ;  Chan  Azim  to  that  of  Malava. 
'1  he  pi  ince  Chufero  made  his  appearance  at  court ; 
and    his   father,  after  a  fevere  reprimand,  took 
him    at   lafl   into   favour.     The  emperor   in  the 
mean  time  began  his   reign  by  a  flrid:  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice,  and  by   a   minute   infpedion   into 
the  finances  and  refources  of  the  (late.     He  iffued 
a  public  edi6t  to  confirm  all  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions in  force.     Many  fubas   were  removed  from 
their  refpedlive  governments  into  other  provinces : 
fome  were  dirmiffed  to  make  room  for  the  empe- 
ror's abettors  and  friends.     The  deprived   gover- 
nors repaired  to  court   to   re.'iore   thcmfelves,  by 
money   and   intrigue,  to   their   former   dignities. 
Some  fucceeded  in  tlieir  views :  others   were  re- 
duced to  defpair,  through  want  of  fuccefs.     The 
latter  began  to  form  treafonable  dcfigns  to  recover 
the  confeqi'fnce  and  power  which  they  had  loft. 
A  conrp^         'I'o  accomplilh  their  purpofe,  the  difcontented 
1^''^^' |j"[|\  lords  turned  their  eyes  upon  Chufero,  and  hoped, 
(on  ( liu-    by  his  means,  to  effect  a  revolution  in    the   Itate. 
icro;  'J'hcy  pretended  to   have   the   greateft  attachment 

to  his  perfmi  :  they  magnified  the  number  of  his 
Jriends,  and  his  own  merit.  '1  hey  rouzed  his 
ambition  by  the  praile  of  paft  adions,  and  ani- 
mated it  by  the  fair  profpeft  of  prefent  fuccefs. 
But  what  had  moft  weight  witli  the  prince,  they 

intimidated 
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intimidated  him  with  pretended  difcoveries  of  the     A.  D. 
defigns  of  his  father  againft  his  Hfe.     The  fecrecy      \^^'^^' 
necelfary  to  be  obferved  in  all  arduous  undertak-      1014. 
ings    againft    defpotic    governments,  rendered   it  ^-"^^-"'^ 
difficult  for  Chufero   to  know    the   true   (late   of 
things.     The  fpies,  whom  the  emperor  had  placed 
around   him,  in   the   mean   time,  increafed,  and 
confirmed  his  fears.     Ambition,  aided   by  timi- 
dity,   at   length   prevailed    over   fdial   duty.     He 
plunged  therefore  into  danger,  to  take  immediate 
polfeilion  of  a  throne,  which   he   was   born  one 
day  to  mount,   without   the   doubtful  fortune   of 
the  fword. 

Chan  Azim,  and  the  Raja  Man  Singh,  had  "^^^^^ 
the  addrefs  not  to  appear  openly  in  the  confpi-  of  air.,in- 
racy.  They  were,  however,  known  to  be  the  "^"""• 
life  and  fupport  of  the  whole.  They  were  itill 
under  the  cloud  of  the  emperor's  difpleafure, 
which,  at  a  convenient  fealon,  might  burlt  on 
their  heads.  The  prince  being  fo  far  involved  in 
the  plot,  it  would  be' dangerous  for  him  to  re- 
cede :  and  they,  juftly  confideriag  the  improba- 
bility of  fuccefs  by  open  force  againft  the  Impe- 
rial power,  propofed  the  more  fpeedy  expedient 
of  aflaffinating  Jehangire.  The  propofal  came 
to  the  ears  of  the  prince.  Though  he  was  bent 
upon  rebellion,  he  ftartled  at  parricide.  Nature 
was  rouzed  in  his  breaft.  "  My  father,"  faid 
he,  "  may  enjoy  life  without  a  throne  ;  but  I 
can  never  enjoy  a  throne  llained  with  a  father's 
blood.  Let  him  try  the  fortune  of  the  field. 
Let  us  throw  away  the  daggers  of  aifaffins,  and 
owe  our  advancement  to  our  fwords." 

The  confpirators  pretended  to   applaud  the  no-  The  plot 
ble  fentiments  of  the  prince  :  but  they,  from  that  gj'*^^^'" 
inftant,  were  irrefolute  and   embarraffed  in   their 
councils.     Manv,  violent  at  the  beginninj]:,  now 
awed  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  undertaking,  ilirunk 

back 
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back  from  their  purpofe,  and  began  to  (helter 
themlelves  behind  one  another.  The  emperor, 
in  the  mean  time,  was  in  part  informed  of  the 
plot.  He  prepared  to  feize  the  prince  :  the  latter 
was  apprized  of  his  father's  defigns.  By  a  pre- 
mature difcovery,  this  confpiracy,  Hke  many  of 
the  fame  kind,  failed.  Fear  took  pofleflion  of 
the  adherents  of  Chufero.  He  himfelf  was  afraid. 
I'hey  neglecled  to  execute  the  daring  (Iroke, 
which  their  lituation  and  fafety  required.  They 
began  to  remove  themfelves  from  immediate 
danger,  as  if  the  prefent  were  more  to  be  feared 
than  thofe  which  in  future  they  had  to  oppofe. 
They,  however,  did  not  altogether  relinquifn  their 
defigns. 
FirO  rif-  On  Monday  the  eighth  of  Zehidge,  fix  months 

*"S-  after  the  accelfion  of  Jehangire  to  the  throne  of 

India,  near  one  hundred  of  the  confpirators   af- 
fembled  privately,  in  the  evening,  at  the  tomb  of 
the    emperor     Akbar.     Chufero    having    joined 
them,  on  pretence  of  paying  his   devotions  at  his 
grandfather's    Ihrine,    they    proceeded,  that   very 
night,    toward    Delhi.     About    day-break,    next 
morning,  they  had  reached   the  city  of  Muttra, 
about  thirty-eight  miles  from  Agra  ;  and  entered 
the  town,  when   the  troops,  who   garrifoned   the 
place,  were  on  the  parade.     They   halted  for  re- 
frefliinent ;   and  they  had  the  good  fortune  not  to 
be  fuipecled  by   the  officer   who  commanded   at 
Muttra.     Huifein  Beg  Chan  Buduchfhi,  who  had 
been  governor  of  the  province  of  Cabul  during  a 
conficlerable  part  of  the  former  reign,  being  turned 
out  oi  his  office  by  the  emperor,  was  on  his  way 
to  court.     Having   travelled  in  the   night  on  ac- 
count of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  he  ha])pened  to 
enter  the  city  of  Muttra   at  the  oppofite  gate  jufl 
when  the  prince  arrived.      J  hey  met  in  the  mar- 
ket-place.    Chufero  was  no  ftrangcr   to  the  dif- 

content 
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content  of  Huffein  ;  and  efleeming  him   a  great     A.  D. 
acquifition  to  his  party,  from  his  known  bravery      'j^:|'^'- 
and  popularity  among  the  Tartars,  who  formed  a      lo^ 
great  part  of  the  imperial  aimy,  he   called   him '^*^«      ' 
afide,  and    having   founded    him,    laid  open   his 
whole  plan.     HuiTein  being  confcious  of  no  crime 
againft  the  (late,  thought   himfelf  highly   injured 
by  Jehangire.     PoiTefled  of  no   property  but  the 
fword,    from    the   generofity   of   his   dilpoiltion, 
which  had  laviHied  his  fortune   upon  his  friends, 
he    required    not    much  intreaty   to   efpouie   the 
caufe  of  the  prince. 

The  retinue  of  Huflein  was  but  fmall.  It  con-  Chufero 
filled  of  two  hundred  Tartar  horfe,  and  three  £^[;;^;^  ^* 
hundred  Afgan  foot.  But  his  military  fame  was 
great ;  and  he  gave  life  ,to  the  confpiracy.  The 
prince  endeavoured  to  bring  over  the  governor 
of  Muttra  to  his  party.  That  oincer,  perceiving 
his  intentions,  fliut  himfelf  up  in  the  citadel,  and 
would  liflen  to  no  terms.  Chufero  had  neither 
time  nor  force  to  reduce  hini.  He  contented 
himfelf  with  enlifting  as  many  as  he  could  of  the 
inhabitants  and  garrifon  into  his  fervice ;  and, 
leaving  Muttra,  continued  his  route  to  Delhi. 

The  road  between  the  two  great  cities  of  Delhi  Ravsecs 
and  Agra  being  crowded  with  travellers,  and  de-  try. 
tachments  of  horfe  and  foot  going  on  different 
fervices,  the  prince  forced  them  to  join  his 
flandard.  Thofe  who  refufed  were,  without 
mercy,  put  to  the  fword,  after  being  plundered 
of  all  their  effeds.  Small  parties  of  horfe  were 
at  the  fame  time  difperied  through  the  country 
on  every  fide ;  and  fuch  as  did  not  immediately 
take  up  arms  in  favour  of  Chufero  were  fubmitted 
to  military  execution,  and  all  the  feverities  or 
war.  Many  were  compelled  to  join  hhii,  through 
fear.  Others,  from  the  fame  caufe,  fied  into  the 
woods  J  and  faw  from  their  retreats  the  fmoke  of 

their 
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A.  D.     their    burning   houfes,    and   mourned  over  their 
iifg*     infants  and  aged  parents,  who   had  not   ftrength 
>o'5-     to   avoid   the    Hauies.     Some   more    refoUite   de- 
^^•"^r^^  fended  themfelves  againft  the  rebels,  and  to  their 
valour  owed  their  lives.     The  orders  of  the  prince, 
it  mull  be  owned,  did  not  extend  to  fuch  rigour 
and   cruelty.     But  he  found  it  impoflible  to  re- 
llrain  from  exceffes  his  undifciplined  loldiers.     He 
had  fet  them  an  example  of  wickednefs  by  rebel- 
lion ;  and  it  was  not   to   be   expeded  that   they 
■would  fubmit  to  his  commands  in  favour  of  huma- 
nity and  jullice. 
Lavs  the       Such  was  the  wafteful  progrefs  of  Chufero  to 
fe'^un-^I^^^l^i-     His    followers    having   greatly  increafed 
der  contri-  their  Humbers  in  the  march,  he  laid  the  fuburbs 
u.ions.     ^|r  jI^^j    capital    under  contiibution.     The  gates 
being  fhut,  the  city  itfelf  was  preferved  from  pil- 
lage.    The  unfortunate  people  who  lived  without 
the  walls,  from    their    delay   in   raifing    the  fum 
impofed  upon  them,  had   their  houfes   confumed 
with  fire.     Many  thoufands  were  ruined.     Many, 
to  retrieve   their   affairs,    joined    the    rebels,     to 
make  reprifals    upon  the  world  for  the  lofs  which 
they  had  fuflained. 
The  em-       j\[  eleven  o'clock  of  the  fame  nipht  on  which 

peror  pur-  ^i      <-  i    .-        «  i  •        r     i  •     r  i         r 

fufsChu-  l^iHiiero  left  Agra,  his  lather  was  mtormed  or 
^^'°'  his  flight  by  the  captam-general,  who  was  ordered 
to  puvfue  immediately  the  fugitive.  About  an 
houi  alter  this  officer's  departure  with  a  confider- 
able  body  of  horfe,  the  einperor  fufpe£ling  his 
loyally,  difpaiclied  his  commands  to  him  to  re- 
turn. Ferrd  Bochari,  lately  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  Murtaza  Chan,  and  to  the  olTicc  of  paymaf- 
ter-gencral  of  the  forces,  was  difpatched  upon 
that  fervice,  with  an  additional  number  of  troops. 
The  wiiolc  under  Ferid  amounted  to  ten  ihoufand 
horfe,  which  greatly  retarded  his  march  Chufe- 
ro, of  courfe,  had  the  more  time  to  harafs  the 
'  rouniry. 
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country,  and  to  (trengthen  himfelf.     In  the  morn-     a.  d. 
ing,  as  foon  as   day-light    appeared,  the  emperor       ^^°^- 
mounted    his    horle  ;    and    having    affembled  all      ,0,5'. 
the  forces  in  and   near  Agra,  leaving   a  fufficient  ^'-^^r-^ 
garrilbn  in  the  place,  marched  with  a  great  army  ^ 

toward  Delhi.  He  was,  upon  the  occafion,  heard 
to  repeat  a  verfe,  which  implied,  "  That  fortune 
depended  upon  expedition  more  than  on  counfel ; 
and  that  his  life  fliould  be  dark^^^ned  who  put  off 
till  to-moirow  what  ought  to  be  done  to-day.'* 
The  undutiful  behaviour  of  a  fon,  whom  he 
loved,  was  a  fevere  flroke  to  his  mind.  He  re- 
fufed  to  eat  or  drink,  or  to  take  reft  for  fome 
time  ;  and  even  opium,  to  which  he  was  much 
addided,  he  declined. 

The  governor  and  inhabitants  of  Delhi,  having  who  talces 
recovered  from  the  firft  impreilions  which  the  *'1*t  ""u^^^ 
fudden  arrival  and  ravages  committed  by  Chufero 
had  made  upon  their  minds,  prepared  for  a  refo- 
lute  defence.  Some  troops,  who  were  ftationed 
in  ditferent  parts  of  the  country,  had  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  town.  As  there  was  a  confider- 
nble  quantity  of  the  Imperial  treafure  lodged  in 
the  city,  as  well  as  the  great  wealth  of  private  per- 
fons,  the  intentions  of  the  prince  were  to  have 
furprized  Delhi,  and  to  furnKh  himfelf  with  mo- 
ney fufficierit  to  raife  an  army  in  the  province  of 
Punjab.  But  the  general  terror  which  his  rapa- 
city had  excited  carried  the  new^s  of  his  march  be- 
fore him,  and  difappointed  his  defigns.  Defpair- 
ing  of  being  able  to  force  Delhi  to  furrender 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Imperial  army,  having 
remained  only  two  days  in  the  fuburbs,  Chufero 
took  the  route  of  Lahore.  Having  been,  on  his 
march,  joined  by  a  great  number  of  men,  he  at- 
tempted, immediately  upon  his  arrival,  to  take 
that  city  by  efcalade.  He  was  repulfed  with  lome 
lofs  by  the  garrifon  5  and  being  at  the  fame  time 

deftitutc 
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A.  D.     deflitute  of  artillery,  he  was  greatly  difconcerted 
\^°^-     in  his    mcufures.       He,    however,    inverted    the 
,oi<.     place. 
^— ^i-'*-^      The  Imperial  troops  flationed  in    the   province 
feat'd  br    ^^^rcw  themlelves  into  Lahore.     They    fallied    out 
Feria  Bo-  on  the  befiegers   nine   fiicceffive  days,    but    they 
*  '*"'        were  as  ofteii  rcpuHed,  and  obliged  to  Ihelter  ihem- 
felvcs  behind  their  walls.     Chufero  in    the    mean 
time  had  drawn  together  fome  artillery  from  fmall 
fortrelfes   in   the  neighbourhood,    which  he   had 
found  means  to  furprife.    Nothing  could  be  eiFed:- 
ed  againft  the  place  before  the  arrival   of  Ferid, 
the  paymalter-general,  with  the  emperor's  advanc- 
ed guard.     The  prince,  with  an  army  of    thirty 
thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  but  without  orikr,  with- 
out difcipiinc,  marched  out  of  his   camp    to   give 
battle  to  Ferid.     I'he  gariifon  of  Lahore  perceiv- 
ing his  motions,    fell  upon  his  rear.     He  left   a 
part  of  his  army  to  oppofe  them  :   With    the  re- 
maining part  he  attacked  Ferid.     His  tioops  be- 
haved belter  than  their  difcipline  feemed    to  pro- 
mife.     He  expofed  his  own    perfon.     He  was   at 
length  deferted  ;   and,  prefhng  among  the  thickefl 
of  the  enemy,  he  found  himfelf  with  only  a  few 
of  his  principal  adherents,  who  bravely  fought  by 
his  fide.     In  this  fituation   he  was  furrounded  by 
the  Imperialifts  on  every  fide.     He  was  perfonally 
known  to  them  all.     They    were  tender  of   his 
life  ;  and,    in   attempting  to   take   him   prifoner, 
they  permitted  him  to  make    his    efcape.     Great 
honours  were  conferred  upon  Ferid  by  the  empe- 
ror, on  account  of  this  fignal  victory. 
Fliiaunt-        Xhe  unfortunate    Chufero   wandered   all   night 
f^f  of'"h[s  through  the  woods,  with  a  few  attendants.     His 
adherents,  army  was  all  dilpcrfed.     He  came  in  the  morning 
to  a  liut,    where,  quite  oveicome  by  fatigue,  he 
laid  himfelf  down  to   refl.     Some  of    his  friends 
having  difcovcred  where  he  lay,  aiTembled  round 

him. 
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him.     They   began   to  confult  together    on    the      A.r>. 
preTent  untoward  fituation  of  their  affairs.     They      ^^|^'* 
differed  in  opinion.     Such   of  the   chiefs  as  were      «oi5- 
natives  of  Bengal  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  in-  '^-^i'""*-^ 
filted    upon  taking  the  route  of   that  quarter  of 
India,  by  the  foot    of  the    northern  mountains : 
they  alleged,  that    the  Raja  Man  Singh,  who  was 
then  fuba  of  Bengal,  poffeffed  great  power,  which 
he  would  not  fail  to  e>  ert  in  his  neohevv's  caufe  *  : 

« 

that  the  country  was  rich  and  populous  :  that  it 
was  an  invariable  maxim  among  the  Hindoo 
princes,  never  to  defert  the  interell  of  a  Granger 
who  fhould  throu'  himfeif  under  their  protection  : 
Befides,  that  ihe  Raja  Man  Singh  joined  the  af- 
fection of  a  relation  to  the  prince,  to  the  natural 
faith  of  his  nation  to  the  fupphant  and  unfortu- 
nate. The  natives  of  Chandeifh  and  Malava  were 
for  trying  their  fortunes  in  their  refpeclive  pro- 
vinces, ('ban  Azim,  the  late  Viiier,  father-in- 
law  of  Chufero,  was  governor  of  the  latter  ;  and 
they  doubted  not  but  he  would  fupport  the  dig- 
nity of  his  own  family.  They  added,  that  Azim 
was  poffeffed  of  a  fine  army,  provided  v/ith  artil- 
lery, and  furniflied  with  (lores. 

Huffein  Beg,  who  was  in  chief  confidence  with 
the  prince,  Itarted  objections  to  the  different  plans  '^^^J  *^*^* 
of  his  other  adherents.  He  urged  the  diftanceof  '^  "" 
the  march,  and  the  impoffibility  of  forcing  their 
"way  through  countries  full  of  Imperial  troops, 
who  would  be  very  active,  fince  Fortune  had 
forfaken  the  fide  of  Chufero.  He  propofed  that 
they  (hould  continue  their  rouie  to  Cabul  ;  where 
he  himfelf  had  interell  lufficient  to  arm  the  whole 
province,  together  with  his  native  country  Buduch- 

*  It  was  cuftomary  with  the  Mahommedan  emperors  of 
Hindoftan  to  demand  tlie  daughters  of  Hindoo  princes  in 
marriage.  The  mother  of  Chufeto  wag  fiftcr  to  the  Rajah 
Man  Singh. 

ihan. 
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A.  D.  fiiiin,  in  favour  of  the  prince.  Cliufero,  during 
ifP*^-  the  debate,  fat  filent.  }  laving  at  length  weighed 
,0:5       each  opinion,  he  declared    in   favour    of  that  of 

^-^j '  IIulTcin  ;  alleging,   that  the  troops  of    the    north 

were  moll  faithful  to  their  chiefs.  The  obferva- 
tion  difplealed  the  other  chiefs  :  they  murmured, 
and  left  his  prefence.  They  faw  that  their  affairs 
were  defperate,  and  they  refulved  to  retreat  to 
their  relpeclive  habitations ;  covering  their  fears 
under  a  pretended  difgufl  at  the  preference  given 
to  the  counfel  of  HulTein. 
He  arrives  Chufero  in  a  few  minutes  found  himfelf  defert- 
ba.Ik^  of  ^d  by  ihofe  who  had  made  him  the  tool  of  their 
the  Attoc ;  ambition  and  revenge.  Reproaches  were  to  no 
effed.  He  blamed  his  adherents  for  their  timidi- 
ty and  perfidy ;  but  he  hiinfelf  was  not  lefs  cul- 
pable. His  mind  was  agitated  with  various  paf- 
fions.  Rage  againft  his  own  folly  was  the  moll 
predominant.  HuflTein  was  the  only  chief  of  note 
who  remained  of  the  confpirarors.  His  follow- 
ers, confining  of  three  hundred  horfe,  and  a  few 
of  the  prince's  menial  fervants,  formed  their 
whole  retinue.  With  thefe  they  fet  out  for  Cabul, 
Being  forced  to  depart  from  the  high  road,  they 
frequently  loft  their  way,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
travel  in  the  night. 
\% here  for  Keeping  thci?  courfe  through  unfrequented 
boats,  paths,  and  by-roads,  they  at  length  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Attoc,  the  largefl  branch  of 
the  Indus.  It  was  impalfable  without  boats.  It 
was  then  midnight.  They  moved  down  the  river 
to  the  ferry  of  Choudera.  Finding  no  boats  at 
that  place,  though  a  much  frequented  paflage, 
they  unJerilood  that  orders  hail  been  fent  to  conceal 
them.  The  ferryman  and  villagers  were  afleep. 
It  was  propofed  to  feizc  them,  to  force  them  to 
difcover  where  the  boats  were  laid.  Some  were 
taken   in    thtir   beds ;  others   efcaped,  and,  with 

their 
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their  outcries,  alarmed  the  country.  The  prince 
underllood  from  ihofe  that  were  taken,  that  or- 
ders from  the  Imperial  camp  had  two  days  before 
been  received  by  the  zemindar  of  the  ditlrid:,  to  ' 
flop  the  pafiageof  the  river;  and  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  thefe  orders,  he  had  fecreted  the  boats. 
Huffcin  in  the  mean  time  having  difpatched  fome 
of  his  followers  in  quefl:  of  the  boats,  they  found 
two,  filled  with  wood,  in  a  neighbouring  creek. 
Thefe  were  unloaded,  and  brought  to  the  proper 
place.  The  zemindar,  being  rouzed  from  fleep 
by  the  noife,  had  come  by  this  time  to  the  banks 
of  the  Attoc,  attended  by  a  concourfe  of  people. 
He  called  to  thofe  who  dragged  the  boats,  that  he 
had  an  Imperial  mandate  to  prohibit  all  perfons, 
under  pain  of  death,  to  crofs  the  river.  They, 
intimidated  by  his  threats,  turned  the  head  of  the 
two  boats  acrofs  the  ftream.  The  prince's  party 
fired  upon  them  :  fome  were  killed,  others  plung- 
ed into  the  river  ;  and  a  few  expert  fwimmers,  in 
the  retinue  of  Chufero,  brought  one  boat  with 
difficulty  to  the  fliore. 

The  banks  of  the  Attoc  were  in  the  mean  time  he  is  in 
crowded  with  the  country  people.  An  officer  ar-  ^J''^'^  ^^^' 
rived  with  a  hundred  horfe  to  guard  the  pafTage. 
Other  detachments  came  gradually  in  from  every 
quarter.  Chufero  and  Huffein  refolved  to  fave 
themfelves  in  the  boat.  They  placed  their  horfes 
in  the  center,  and  they  themfelves  took  their  feats 
in  the  ftern.  Their  attendants,  afraid  of  beinc:  left 
to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies,  threw  themfelves 
headlong  into  the  veffel,  and  almofl:  funk  her. 
They,  however,  puffied  her  from  ihore ;  threw 
fome  overboard,  and  cut  off  the  hands  of  others 
who  clung  to  her  fides.  Many  were  drowned.  A 
few  flain  by  the  Imperialids.  This  was  but  the 
beginning  of  misfortunes.  Moll  of  the  oars  had 
been  lofl  in  the   confufion  j    and  the  rudder,  to 

complete 


lO  THE    HISTORY   OF    HINDOSTAN. 

A.iy.     complete  the  ruin  of  the  unfortunate  Chufero,  had 
j^;^;      been    inadvertemly   thrown   overboard    with    the 
10.5.      vvood  with  V  hich  the  boat  had  been  found  loaded. 
'      ^'      '  'pi^'^c  inconv'cniencies,  joined  to  a  want   of  fkill 
in  the  rowers,  rendered  it  inipofiible  for  them  to 
manage   the   boat.     She  was    carried   down    the 
ftreani.     'i  he    confufion   was  great,   and    danger 
every  moment  increafed. 
"k^n  p.i     ,  '^^"^    zemindar,    and    the  party  who  guarded 
loiur.        tr-c  ferry,  v.ere  not  idle.     They  feized  upon  thofe 
leh  aHKirc.     They  fired  at  the  boat,  and  followed 
her  down  the  river.     She  ftruck  at  laft  on  a  fand- 
bank.     Some  plunged  into  the  water  to  pufh  her 
off:   f]:;e  remained  immoveable.     The   fire   conti- 
nued.     Many  were  killed.     No  refource  was  left. 
The  fun  was  jufl  rifing.     Cafim  Chan,  who  com- 
manded the   party  of  horfe,    feeing  the  unfortu- 
nare  prince  in  this  unextricable  fituation,  llopt  the 
fire.     Being  by  this  time  joined  by  another  officer 
who  commanded  a  body  of  troops  in    ibe   neigh- 
bourhood, both    mounted  i heir  elephants  ;    and, 
riding  in  to  the  bank  on  which  the  boat  lay,  feized 
the  prince.     Cafim  placed  him  behind  him  on  the 
elephant,  while  the  other  officer  fecurtd  Hufficin. 
The  few  that  remained  of  their   attendants   were 
carried  affiorc  in  another  boat, 
"our^be-"       ^"^^^  was  the  end  of  a  rebellion  begun  without 
forrhh      anyjufl  caufe,  concerted  without  judi^ment,  and 
^'f-'^'-       carried     on   with   very    moderate    abdities,  by  a 
prmce  fcarce  more  unfortunate   than  he   deferved 
to  be.     The  emperor  was  at  the  lime  encamped  in 
a  garden  near  Lahore.     He  received  the  news  of 
rhefeizurcof  the  prince  with  exccffive  joy.     He 
ordered  him  to   be   brought  before  him,    with   a 
golden  chain  from  his  left  hand  to  hi^  left  foot,  ac- 
coiding  to  t?i"c  laws  of  his    ancellors,  Zingis'and 
'limur.     Hiifficin,   loaded    with  iron   chains,  was 
placed  on   tlie   right-hand   of  Chufero  j    Abdul 

Rahim, 
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Rahim,  another  of  the  principal  rebels,  on  his     A.  d. 
left.     Jehangire  (lernly   aiked   his  fon,    "  What      '^f^' 
could    induce    thee,    Sultan    Chufero,    to    rebel      1015. 
againfl  thy  fovereign   and  father?"     Chufero  was  ^"-^^"^-^ 
filent :  the  emperor  began  to  relent.     He  then, 
in  a  fofter  tone,  queilioned  him  about  his  advifers 
and  abettors    in   rebellion.     Chufero   bur  ft  into 
tears.     His  father  was  furprized  :  for  till  then  he 
had  remained  firm.     "  Father,"  faid  the  prince, 
with  a  broken  voice,    "  my  crime  is  great ;  but 
let  me  fuffer  for   it  alone.     When   you  accufed 
nie,  I  was  fenfible   of  my  faults ;   and,  as   I   was 
reconciled  with  the  lofs  of  life,  I  behaved  with 
dignity.     But  when  you  raife  the  remembrance  of 
my   friends,  I    am    troubled    at    their  fate.     Let 
them  efcape  as   they  can  ;  I  will  never  become 
their  accufer." 

Jehangire  (lood  filent ;  and  by  his  preffing  him  Execution 
no  farther,  feemed  to  applaud  his  fentiments.  herent'*^' 
Any  information  from  the  prince  would  be  un- 
neceifary.  The  confpirators  had  impeached  one 
another;  and  three  hundred  of  the  chiefs 
were  already  feized.  The  prince  w^as  delivered 
over,  in  clofe  confinement,  into  the  hands  (>f  the 
paymader-general.  Huflein  was  fentenced  to  be 
fevved  up  in  the  raw  hide  of  an  ox,  and  to  be 
thrown  in  that  condition  into  the  ftreet.  The  hide 
•was  foon  contracted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  ;  and 
he  expired  in  a  few  hours.  Abdul  Rahim  did 
not  fo  eafily  efcape.  Finding  that  Kuffein  was 
dead  fooner  than  they  expected,  thofe  appointed 
to  fuperintend  the  executions,  kept  the  afs's  hide 
in  which  Rahim  was  inclofed,  conltantly  moiit 
with  water.  He  lived  for  feveral  davs  in  that 
miferabls  condition.  Three  hundred  pales  in  the 
mean  time  were  fet  up  in  two  rows  along  the  pub- 
lic road.  The  rebels,  to  that  number,  were  drawn 
alive  on  the  pales.     Chufero  was  brought  every 

day, 
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A.  n.      day,  as  long  as  any  of  the  unhappy  wretches  hreath- 
!^^*      ed  under  their  tortures, to  view  the  horrid  fi^ht.  He 
ioi<r.      was  led  in  chains  through  the  mldri:  ot  them,  whild 
■^-"^i — '  he  watered  the  ground    with  his  tears.     Some  of 
them  had  been  his  deareft  companions ;   others  his 
faithful  fervants,  who  had  followed    his   fortunes, 
merely  to   (hew  their  fidelity  to  a  mafler   whom 
they  loved. 
Cnida^ar       Thefe  barbarous  executions  were  fcarce  over  at 
thrperii-^'  Lahore,  when  news  was  brought  to  the  Imperial 
aH-^.  camp,  that  the  Perfians   had   inverted   Candahar 

with  a  numerous  army ;   that  Shaw  Beg,   the  go- 
vernor  of   that   city    and   province,  had,  by   his 
raflincrs,    fullered   a   very   confiderable   lofs   in   a 
fally ;  yet   that    he   continued,   without  any  ne- 
cellity,    to   expofe   the   garrifon.       His   condudt 
could  only  be  accounted  for  by  an  abfurdity  bor- 
dcriniT  on  madnefs.     He    was   as  carelefs  of  his 
own  life  as  he  was  of  his  duty.     Diflfolute  beyond 
example,  he  ordered  an  awning  to  be  fpread  over 
the  gate-way  malt  expofed   to  the  enerriy's  fire. 
He  fat  under  it  all 'day,  converfing  with  common 
proftitutes,  whom,  much  againrt:  their  inclination, 
he  forced  to  attend  him.     The   emperor,  fearing 
more  from  his  negligence  and   debauchery,  than 
he  hoped  from  his  fidelity  and  courage,  fent  Sirdir 
Chan,  an  old  Oinrah,  to  fuperfede  him  in  his  go- 
vernment, with  oiders  to  defend  Candahar  to  the 
h[\  extremity.     Ghazi  Chan,  an  ollicer  of  great 
reputation,    was,    at    the   fame   time,    difpatched 
with    twenty-five    thoufand    horfe,   to  harafs   the 
enemy.     Je'.iangire   himfelf,  with    the  remaining 
part  of  the  ImjKrial  army,  marched  to  Cabul. 
Vh"  Cv-T'^e       Ghazi   had   fcarce    advanced    within    fix    days 
march  of  Candahar,  when  the  Perfians  raifed  the 
ficge,  and  retreated  towards  Choraflan.     No  rea- 
fon  could  be  ani;:;ned  for  thefe   hoftiliiies   on  the 
fide  of  Perfia,  except  .the  favourable  opportunity 

offered, 
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offered,  by  the  rebellion  of  Chufero,  for  feizing 
the  city  of  Candahar,  which  was,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  key  to  the  Perfian  empire.  Shaw  Abas 
of  Pcrfia  pretended,  that  his  lieutenants  in  the 
provinces  of  Seiftan  and  Choraflan  had  taken  this 
ftep  without  his  orders ;  and  that  it  was  his  poft- 
tive  commands  which  raifed  the  fiege. 

Jehangire  placed  little  faith  in  the  profeflions  A  peace 
of  Abas ;  being  fatisfied,  that  the  death  of  Akbar,  Qa. 
and  the  rebellion  of  Chufero,  were  the  true  mo- 
tives of  the  invafion.  He,  however,  admitted 
the  excufes  of  the  Perfian,  which  were  brought 
by  his  ambaflador  Huffein.  Several  fma'l  forts 
near  Candahar,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Perfians,  were  evacuated,  and  peace  between  the 
two  formidable  powers  was  re-eftablifhed.  Shaw 
Beg,  deprived  of  the  government  of  Candahar, 
was  made  Suba  of  Cabul :  for,  notwithuanding 
his  abfurd  behaviour,  he  had  difplayed  both  abi- 
lity and  fpirit  in  the  defence  of  the  city.  The 
emperor,  after  thefe  tranfadions,  returned  to- 
ward Lahore. 

Sultan  Chufero  was  flill  in  clofe  confinement,  A  confpv- 
which  his  aflive  and  vehement  difpofition  could  "'^^ 
very  ill  endure.  The  ufage  he  met  with  deprived 
him  of  every  hope  of  a  reconciliation  with  his 
father.  The  marks  of  affeclion  fhewn  by  the  em- 
peror to  his  younger  fons,  Purvez  and  Churrum, 
confirmed  the  fufpicione  of  Chufero.  It  was  alfo 
currently  reported,  that  Jehangire  was  to  appoint 
one  of  the  two  favoured  princes,  his  fucceflbr. 
Nothing  but  difappointment,  and  even  death, 
prefented  to  Chufero's  mind.  His  friends  were 
ftill  numerous  in  the  army.  He  founded  them, 
by  his  emiffaries :  fome  moved  by  his  misfortunes, 
many  in  love  with  novelty,  began  to  form  trea- 
fonable  defigns  againft  the  emperor's  life.  It  was 
^  concerted  to  fall  upon  Jehangire  at  the  chace. 
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and,    having  difpatched   him,  to  raife  Chufero, 
from  his  priibn  to  the  throne. 

Some  writers  doubt,  whether  Chufero  was  at 
all    privy    to   this   confpiracy :    others   deny  ■  the 
D^ cover-    ^yj^QJ^^^     i]^q   f^,-(|-   argue  from   the   humanity  of 

Chufero :  the  latter  fay,  that  it  was  a  fiction  of 
Sultan  Churrum,  third  fon  of  Jehangite.  This 
much  is  certain,  that  the  flrfl:  intelligence  of  the 
confpiracy  came,  through  prince  Churrum,  to 
the  emperor's  ears.  He  informed  his  father,  that 
five  hundred  of  the  nobility  were  engaged  in  a. 
plot  againft:  his  life.  Jehangire  was  flartled,  and 
knew  not  how  to  act :  he  confidered,  that,  Ihould 
he  feize  fome,  the  reft  would  be  alarmed  ;  and 
that  danger  might  arife  from  their  power.  As  it 
was  difficult,  therefore,  to  fecure  them  all  at 
once,  he  thought  it  moll  prudent  to  fend  all  on 
different  fervices.  Four  of  the  principals  he  re- 
ferved,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  feized.  'i'hey 
were  tried  for  treafon ;  fufficient  proofs  could  not 
be  found.  They  were  kept  in  confinement :  Chu- 
fero was  more  narrowly  watched  ;  and  became 
daily  more  and  more  obnoxious  to  his  father. 
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CHAP.      II. 


Di/lurbances  in  Bengal — Story  of  Chaja  Aiafs — 
His  flight  from  Tartary — Dijlrefs  in  the  defart 
— Birth  of  the  Sultana  Noor-Mdhil — Marriage 
with  Shere  Afkun — Perfeciition — -and  murder  of 
that  Omrah — Her  marriage  with  the  emperor — 
— Promotion  of  her  family. 


JEHANGIRE,  having  refettled  the  affairs  of  Dinur- 
the  provinces  to  the  north-weft  of  the  Indus,  g^n^aV" 
marched  toward  the  capital.  When  he  was  crof- 
fmz  the  Attoc,  letters  were  received  from  Illani 
Chan,  governor  of  Behar,  with  intelligence,  that 
Shere  Afkun,  a  native  of  Turkomania,  who 
commanded  in  the  diflricl  of  Burdwan,  had,  with 
his  own  hand,  killed  Kuttub-ul-dien  Koka,  Suba 
of  Bengal,  together  with  feveral  other  officers, 
who  had  fet  upon  Shere  Afkun,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  affaiTmate  him.  Jehangire  was  much  af- 
fiicled  at  the  death  of  his  favourite  Kuttub ;  but 
he  derived  fome  comfort  from  the  Suba's  fuccefs 
agaiiift  the  life  of  Shere  Afkun.  The  circum- 
flances  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  this  chief  are  in 
themfelves  extraordinary ;  and  the  knowledge  of 
them  is  neceffary  for  elucidating  the  fequel  of  the 
hiftory  of  Jehangire.  To  trace  things  to  their 
fource,  we  muft,  for  fome  time,  lofe  fight  of  the 
unfortunate  Shere. 

About  twenty  years  before  this  period,  Chaja  Storr  of 
Aiafs,  a  native  of  the  weftern  Tartary,  left  that  ^f^'^  ^'' 
country  to  pufli  his  fortune  in  Hindoftan.     He 
was  defcended  of  an  ancient  and   noble  family, 
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fallen  into  decay  by  various  revolutions  of  fortune. 
He,  however,  had  received  a  good  education, 
which  was  all  his  parents  could  beflow.  Falling 
in  love  with  a  young  woman,  as  poor  as  himfelf, 
he  married  her ;  but  he  found  it  difficult  to  pro- 
vide for  her  the  very  neceffaries  of  life.  Reduced 
to  the  lafl  extremity,  he  turned  his  thoughts  upon 
India,  the  ufual  refource  of  the  needy  Tartars  of 
the  north.  He  left  privately  friends,  who  either 
would  not  or  could  not  affifl  him,  and  turned  his 
face  to  a  foreign  country.  His  all  confided  of 
one  forry  horfe,  and  a  very  fmall  fum  of  money, 
which  had  proceeded  from  the  fale  of  his  other 
eft'e6ls.  Placing  his  wife  upon  the  horfe,  he 
walked  by  her  fide.  She  happened  to  be  with 
child,  and  could  ill  endure  the  fatigue  of  fo  great 
a  journey.  Their  fcanty  pittance  of  money  was 
foon  expended  :  they  had  even  fubfifted,  for  fome 
days,  upon  charity,  when  they  arrived  on  the 
ftirts  of  the  Great  Solitudes,  which  feparate  Tar- 
tary  from  the  dominions  of  the  family  of  Timur, 
in  India.  No  houfe  was  there  to  cover  them  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  no  hand  to  relieve 
their  wants.  To  return,  was  certain  mifery  j  to 
proceed,  apparent  deflrudlion. 

Hudiflrefs  1'hey  had  failed  three  days :  to  complete  their 
misfortunes,  the  wife  of  Aiafs  was  taken  in  la- 
bour. She  began  to  reproach  her  hufband  for 
leaving  his  native  country  at  an  unfortunate  hour  j 
for  exchanging  a  quiet,  though  poor  life,  for  the 
ideal  profped  of  wealth  in  a  diftant  country. 
In  this  diftreffed  fituation  flie  brought  forth  a 
daughter.     They  remained  In  the  place  for  fome 

/  hours,  with  a  vain  hope  that  travellers  might  pafs 

that  way.  They  were  difappointed.  Human  feet 
feldom  tread  thcfe  defarts :  the  fun  declined 
a  pace.  They  feared  the  approach  of  night :  the 
place  was  the  haunt  of  wild  beads  j  and  fliould 

they 
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they  efcape  their  hunger,  they  mud  fall  by  their 
own.  Chaja  Aiafs,  in  this  extremity,  having 
placed  his  wife  on  the  horfe,  found  himfelf  fo  much 
exhaufled  that  he  could  fcarcely  move.  To  carry 
the  child  was  impoflible :  the  mother  could  not 
even  hold  herfelf  fall:  on  the  horfe.  A  long  con- 
teft:  began  between  Humanity  and  Neceffity  :  the 
latter  prevailed,  and  they  agreed  to  expofe  the 
child  on  the  high-way.  The  infant,  covered  with 
leaves,  was  placed  under  a  tree ;  and  the  difcon- 
folate  parents  proceeded  in  tears. 

When  they  had  advanced  about  a  mile  from  in  the  de- 
the  place,  and  the  eyes  of  the  mother  could  no  ^"' 
longer  diftinguifh  the  folitary  tree  under  which 
(he  had  left  her  daughter,  (he  gave  way  to  grief; 
and  throwing  herfelf  from  the  horfe  on  the  ground, 
exclaimed,  **  My  child!  my  child!"  She  endea- 
voured to  raife  herfelf;  but  (he  had  no  (Irength 
to  return.  Aiafs  was  pierced  to  the  heart.  He 
promifed  to  bring  her  the  infant.  He  arrived  at 
the  place.  No  fooner  had  his  eyes  reached  the 
child,  than  he  was  almofl  flruck  dead  with  horror. 
A  black  fnake,  fay  our  authors,  was  coiled  around 
it ;  and  Aiafs  believed  he  beheld  him  extending 
his  fatal  jaws  to  devour  the  infant.  The  father 
rufhed  forward.  The  ferpent,  alarmed  at  his  vo- 
ciferation, retired  into  the  hollow  tree.  He  took 
up  his  daughter  unhurt,  and  returned  to  the 
mother.  He  gave  her  child  into  her  arms ;  and, 
as  he  was  informing  her  of  the  wonderful  efcape 
of  the  infant,  fome  travellers  appeared,  and  foon 
relieved  them  of  all  their  wants.  They  proceeded 
gradually  and  came  to  Lahore. 

The  emperor  Akbar,  at  the  arrival  of  Aiafs,  His  am?*: 
kept  his  court  at  Lahore.     Afiph  Chan,  one  of  J^^'J^f^^lt 
that  monarch's  principal   Omrahs,  attended  then  Laiiore. 
the  prefence.     He  was  a  diftant  relation  to  Aiafs, 
and  he  received  him  with  attention  and  friend- 
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(hip.     To   employ  him,  he  made  him  his   own 
fecretary.     Aiafs   foon   recommended  himfelf  to 
i^fiph  in  that  flation;   and,  by  fome  accident,  his 
diligence  and  ability  attraded  the  notice  of  the 
emperor,  who  raifed  him   to  the  command  of  a 
thoufand  horfe.     He  became,  in  procefs  of  tim.e, 
mailer  of  the  houfchold ;  and  his  genius  being 
ftill  greater  than  even  his  good  fortune,  he  raifed 
himfelf  to  the  office  and  title  of  Aclimad-ul-Do\vla, 
or  high  treafurer  of  the  empire.     Thus  he,  who 
had  almofl;  perifiied  through  mere  want  in  the  de- 
fert,  became,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  the 
firfl  fubjed  in  India. 
rh«raaer       The  daughter,  who  had  been  born  to  Aiafs  in 
j^^^'l,       the  defert,  received,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  La- 
Mher-ul-   hore,  the  name  of  Mner-ul-Nifla,  or  the  bun  ot 
HUU.        Women.     She  had  fome  right  to  the  appellation  ; 
for  in  beauty  fhe    excelled  all   the  ladies   of  the 
Eaft.     She  was  educated  with  the  utmoft  care  and 
attention.  In  mufic,  in  dancing,  in  poetry,  in  paint- 
ing, (he  had  no  equal  among  her  fex.     Her  difpofi- 
tion  was  volatile,her  wit  lively  and  fatirical,herfpirit 
lofty  and  uncontrouled.     Selim,  the  prince-royal, 
vifited  one  day  her  father.     When  the  public  en- 
tertainment was  over,  when  all,  except  the   prin- 
cipal   guelts,    were  withdrawn,    and     wine   was 
brought  on  the  table,  the  ladies,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  were  introduced  in  their  veils. 
She  capti-       The  ambition  of  Mher-ul-Nifla  afplrcd  to  a  con- 
taTscHm:  qucft  of  the  princc.     She  fung — he    was  in  rap- 
tures :    (he  danced — he  could  hardly  be  reftrained, 
by  the  rules  of  decency,  to  his  place.     Her  fla- 
ture,  her  (l^.ape,  her  gait,  had  raifed  his  ideas  of 
her  beauty  to  the   highefl  pitch.     When  his  eyes 
feemed  to  devour  her,  llie,  as  by  accident,  dropt 
her  veil  ;  and  flione  upon  him,  at  once,  with  all 
her  charms.     1  he  confuf^on,  which  fhe  could  well 
feign,  on  the  occafion,  heightened  the  beauty  of 

her 
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her  face.  Her  timid  eye  by  flealth  fell  upon  the 
prince,  and  kindled  all  his  foul  into  love.  He 
was  filent  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  evening  : 
file  endeavoured  to  confirm,  by  her  wit,  the  con- 
quell  which  the  charms  of  her  perfon  had  made. 

Selim,  diflra6led  with  his  paflion,  knew  not  Marries 
what  courfe  to  take.  Mher  ul-Niila  had  been  be-  f^^^^  ^^' 
trothed,  by  her  father,  to  Shere  Afkun.  a  Tur- 
komanian  nobleman  of  great  renown.  He  ap- 
plied to  his  father  Akbar,  who  flernly  refufed  to 
commit  a  piece,  of  injuflice,  though  in  favour  of 
the  heir  of  his  throne.  The  price  retired  abafh- 
ed  ;  and  Mher  ul  Nifla  became  the  wife  of  Shere 
Afkun.  The  latter,  however,  fuffered  in  his 
profpefts  in  life,  for  not  having  made  a  voluntary 
refignation  of  the  lady  to  the  enamoured  prince. 
Though  Selim  durfl  make  no  open  attack  upon  his 
fortunate  rival  during  the  life  of  Akbar,  men  in 
office  worfliippcd  the  rifing  fun,  and  threw  ac- 
cumulated difgrace  on  Shere  Afkun.  He  be- 
came difguftd,  and  left  the  court  of  Agra.  He 
retired  into  the  province  of  Bengal,  and  obtain- 
ed from  the  Suba  of  that  country,  the  fuperin- 
tendency   of  the  diftricl  of  Burdvvan. 

The  paffion  for  Mher-ul-Nilfa,  which  Seilm  had  J^^J'^b' 
reprelTed  from  a  refpecl  and  fear  for  his  father,  re-  Selim. 
turned  with  redoubled  violence   when  he   himfelf 
mounted  the  throne  of  India.     He  v/as  now  abfo-     • 
lute  ;  no  fubjecl  could  thwart  his  will  and  pleafure. 
He  recalled  Shere   Afkun  from  his   retreat.     He 
was,  however,  afraid   to  go  fo  much    againfl  the 
current  of  the  public  opinion,  as  to  deprive  that 
Oir.rah   of  his  wife.     Shere   was   inflexible  :    no 
man  of  honour  in  India  can  part  with  his  fpoufe, 
and  retain  his  life.     His  incredible   flrength   and 
bravery  had  rendered    Shere  extremiely    popular. 
He  was  naturally    high  fpirited  and    proud  ;   and 
it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  he  would  yield  to 

indignity 
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indignity  and  public  ftiame. — His  family,  his  for- 
mer reputation  was  high. — Born  of  noble  parents 
in  Turkomania,  he  had  fpent  his  youth  in  Perfia  ; 
and  had  ferved,  with  uncommon  renown,  Shaw 
Ifmael  the  third  of  the  Sufvi  line.  His  original 
name  was  Afta  Jillo,  but  having  killed  a  Hon, 
he  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  Shere  Afkun, 
or  the  Overthrower  of  the  Lion.  Under  the 
latter  name  he  became  famous  in  India.  In  the 
wars  of  Akbar,  he  had  ferved  with  great  repu- 
tation. He  had  diflinguifhed  himfelf,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  under  Chan  Chanan,  at  the  tak- 
ing of  Sind,  by  exhibiting  prodigies  of  perfo- 
nal  ftrength  and  valour.  Preferments  had  been 
heaped  upon  him  ;  and  he  was  highly  efteemed 
at  court,  during  the  life  of  Akbar,  who  loved  in 
others  that  daring  intrepidity  for  which  he  him- 
felf was  renowned. 
He  is  call-  Jehangire  kept  his  court  at  Delhi^  when  he 
ed  to  court,  called  Shere  Afkun  to  the  prefence.  He  received 
him  gracioufly  and  conferred  new  honours  upon 
him.  Shere  Afkun,  naturally  open  and  generous, 
lufpecled  not  the  emperor's  intentions.  Time, 
he  thought,  had  erazed  the  memory  of  Mher-ul- 
NiiTa  from  Jehangire's  mind.  He  was  deceived. 
The  monarch  was  refolved  to  remove  his  rival ; 
but  the  means  he  ufed  were,  at  once,  foolifh  and 
difgraceful.  He  appointed  a  day  for  hunting; 
.  and  ordered  the  haunt  of  an  enormous  tiger  to 
be  explored.  News  was  foon  brought,  that  a 
tiger  of  an  extraordinary  fize  was  difcovered  in 
the  foreft  of  Nidarbari.  This  favage,  it  was  faid, 
had  carried  off  many  of  the  laigefl  oxen  from 
the  neighbouring  villages.  The  emperor  directed 
thither  his  march,  attended  by  Shere  Afkun,  and 
feveral  thoufands  of  his  principal  officers,  with  all 
their  trains.  Having,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  Mogul  Tartars,  furrounded  the  ground  for 
many  miles,  they  began  to  move  toward  the  cen- 

ter, 
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ter,  on  all  fides.  The  tiger  was  rouzed.  IH5 
roaring  was  heard  in  all  quarters :  and  the  em- 
peror haflened  to  the  place. 

The  nobility  being  afleinbled,  Jchangire  called  "V^" 
aloud,  "  Who  among  you  will  advance  fingly 
"  and  attack  this  tiger  ?"  They  looked  on  one 
another  in  filence  :  then  all  turned  their  eves  on 
Shere  Afkun.  He  feemed  not  to  underftand 
their  meaning :  at  length  three  Omrahs  darted 
forth  from  the  circle,  and  facrificing  fear  to  (hame, 
fell  at  the  emperor's  feet,  and  begged  permif- 
fion  to  try  fingly  their  flrength  againit  the  fornii- 
dable  animal.  The  pride  of  Shere  Afkun  arofe. 
He  had  imagined,  that  none  durfl  attempt  a 
deed  fo  dangerous.  He  hoped,  that  after  the 
refufal  of  the  nobles,  the  honour  of  the  enrcr- 
prize  would  devolve  in  courfe  on  his  hands.  But 
three  had  offered  themfelves  for  the  combat  :  and 
they  were  bound  in  honour  to  inHiL  on  their  prior 
right.  Afraid  of  lofing  his  former  renown,  Shere 
Af  kun  began  thus  in  the  prefence,  '•  To  attack 
"  an  animal  with  weapons  is  both  unmanly  and 
*'  unfair.  God  has  eiven  to  man  limbs  and 
"  fmews  as  well  as  to  tigers  :  he  has  added  reafori 
"  to  the  former  to  condufl  his  ilren"  th."  The 
other  Omrahs  objected  in  vain,  "  'Ihat  all 
"  men  were  inferior  to  the  tiger  in  ftrength  ;  and 
"  that  he  could  be  overcome  only  with  Iteel." 
*'  I  will  convince  vou  of  vour  midake,"  Shere 
Afkun  replied  :  and,  throwing  down  his  fvvord 
and  fhield,   prepared  to  advance  unarnied. 

Though    the  emperor  was,    in    fecret,  pleafed  ""'^ '''"' 
with  a  propofal  full  of  danger  to  Shere,  he  made  m.M.Vu- 
a  fhew  of   diffuading    him   from    the    enrerprize.  g'^''- 
Shere  was    determined.       The    monarch,     with 
feigned  reluctance,  yielded.     Men  knew  nor  whe- 
ther they  ought  moA:  to  admire  the  courage  of  the 
man,  or  exclaim  againfl   the  folly  of  the   dtQi\. 
Aftonilliment  was  painted  in  every  face.     Every 


tongus 


28  THE    HISTORY    OF    IIINDOSTAN. 

tongue  was  filent.  Writers  give  a  particular, 
but  incredible  detail  of  the  battle  between  Shere 
Afkun  and  the  tiger.  This  much  is  certain,  that, 
r.fttr  a  long  and  obftinate  (truggle,  the  aftonifli- 
ing  warrior  prevailed  ;  and  though  mangled  with 
wounds  himfeif,  laid  at  laft  the  lavage  dead  at  his 
feet.  The  thoufands  who  were  eye-witneues  of  the 
action,  were  even  almoft  afraid  to  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  the  exploit,  with  their  concurring  tefli- 
mony.  The  fame  of  Shere  was  increafed  ;  and 
the  defigns  of  the  emperor  failed.  But  the  de- 
termined crueUy  of  the  latter  (lopt  not  here  : 
other  means  of  death  were  contrived  "againft  the 
unfortunate  Shere. 
Defeats  a  He  had  fcarce  recovered  from  his  wounds, 
seam'a  his  '^^hcn  hc  camc  to  pay  his  refpc(S:s  at  court.  He 
I'fe.  was  carefTed  by  the  emperor  ;  and  he  fufpe6led  no 

guile.  A  fnare,  however,  was  prepared  for  him/ 
jehangire  had  meanly  condefcended  to  give  pri- 
vate orders  to  the  rider  of  one  of  his  largefl;  ele- 
phants to  waylay  his  rival,  in  one  of  the  narrow 
llreets,  when  he  next  fliould  return  to  court,  and 
there  to  tread  him  to  death.  As  accidents  of 
that  kind  fometimes  happen,  from  the  rage  of 
thofe  animals  in  the  rutting  feafon,  the  thing 
might  have  palled  without  fufpicion.  Shere  was 
carried  in  his  palanky.  He  faw  the  elephant  in 
his  Vv'ay.  He  gave  orders  to  the  bearers  to  return 
back  :  the  elephant  came  forward.  They  threw 
the  palanky,  with  their  mafter,  intheflreet,  and 
fled  to  fave  their  lives.  Shere  faw  his  danger. 
He  had  ju!l  time  to  rife.  He  drew  a  (hortfword, 
which  always  hung  by  his  fide:  with  this  wea- 
pon he  firuck  the  elephant  acrofs  the  root  of  the 
trunk,  which  he  cut  off  with  one  blow.  The 
animal  roared,  turned  from  him,'  fell  down  and 
expired.  The  emperor  was  looking  out  at  a 
window,     lie  retired  with  amazement  and  fhame. 

Shere 
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Shere  continued  his  way  to  the  palace.     Wirhout 
any  fufpicion  of  treachery,  he  related  the  particu- 
lars to  Jehangire.     The  latter   difguifed  his  fena- 
ments,    but    relinquifhed    not  iiis   deiigns.      He 
praifed  the  (trength  and  valour  of  Shere,  who  re- 
tired fatisned  and  unfufpefting  from  the  prefence. 
Whether  the  emperor  endeavoured  to  conquer 
his  paflion  for  Mher-ul-Nilla,  or  felt  remorfe  fro:u 
his  own  behaviour,    is  uncertain  ;     but,  for   the 
fpace   of   fix  months,    no    further  attempts   were 
made  againft  the   life  of  Shere,  who  now  retired 
to  the  capital   of  Bengal.     The  former  defigns  of 
Jehangire  were  no  fecret.     They  were  the  fubject 
of  common  converfation,  little   to  the  advantage 
of  the  character  of  a  great  prince.     Abfolutemo- 
narchs,  however,  are  never  without  men  who  flat- 
ter their    word  paiTions,  and    adminifter  to  their 
mod  pernicious  pleafures.     Kuttub,  Suba  of  Ben- 
gal, was  one  of  thefe  convenient  fycophants.     To 
Tngratiate  himfelf  with  the  emperor,  though  per- 
haps not  by  his  exprcfs  commands,  he  hired  forty 
ruffians,  to    attack  and  murder  Shere,  when  an 
opportunity  fnould  offer.     Shere  was  apprized  of 
the  intentions   of  Kuttub.     He  continued  within 
doors  ;  but  fuch  was    his  confidence  in  his   own 
ftrength  and  valour,  that    at  night  he   wouid^  not 
permit  his  fervants  to  remain  in  his  houfe.  ^  They, 
according  to    cuilom,    retired   each    to  his    own 
home.  -  An  old  porter  only  remained  of  the  men 
fervants,  under  the  fame  roof  with    Shere.     The 
affaffins   were  no  ftrangers  to  a  circumftance  com- 
mon in  India.     They  made  their  obfervations  up- 
on the  houfe.    They  found  that  there  was  a  room, 
on   the   right  hand,    within  the   principal  door, 
which    Shere  ufed,   as  a  writing-chamber.     This 
room  communicated,  by  a  narrov/  paifage,  with 
the  lleeping  apartments.     When  it  was  dark,  thc-y 
took  advantage  of  the   old    porter's  abfence,  and 
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conveyed  themfclves,  without  difcovery,  into  the 
houfe. 
forty  afTaf-      The  principal  door  being   bolted  at  the  ufual 
^""'-  hour,  Shere  and  his  family    went  to  bed.     Some 

of  the  afTiiHins,  when  they  thought  he  was  fallen 
adeep,  Hole  fiiently  into  his  apartment.  They 
prepared  to  plunge  their  daggers  into  his  body, 
when  one  of  them,  who  was  an  old  man,  beino- 
touched  with  remorfe,  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice: 
*'  Hold!  have  we  not  the  emperor's  orders  ?  Let 
"  us  behave  like  men.  Shall  forty  fall  upon  one, 
"  and  that  one  afieep !"  "  Boldly  fpoken,'*  faid 
Shere  ;  llarting  that  inftant  from  his  bed.  Seizing 
his  fword,  he  placed  himfelf  in  a  corner  of  the 
room.  ']  here  he  was  attacked  by  the  affaffins. 
In  a  few  minutes,  many  of  the  villains  lay,  wel- 
tering in  their  blood,  at  his  feet.  Scarce  one  half 
cfcaped  without  a  wound.  The  old  man,  who 
had  given  warning,  did  not  attempt  to  fly.  Shere 
took  him  by  the  hand,  pralfed  and  thanked  him 
for  his  behaviour,  and  having  enquired  about 
thofe  who  had  hired  the  affalUns,  difmiffed  him, 
with  handlbme  prefents,  to  relate  the  particulars 
abroad, 
llf-ixraur-  The  famc  cf  this  gallant  exploit  rcfounded 
through  the  whole  empire.  Shere  could  not  flir 
abroad  for  the  mob,  who  prefled  around  him. 
He,  however,  thought  proper  to  retire  from  the 
capital  of  Bengal,  to  his  old  refidcnce  at  Burd- 
wan.  He  hoped  to  live  there  in  obfcurity  and 
fafetv,  with  his  beloved  Mher-ul-Nifla.  He  was 
deceived.  The  Suba  of  Bengal  had  received  his 
p;ovcrnmcnt,  for  the  purpofc  of  removing  the  un- 
fortunate Shere  ;  and  he  was  not  ungrateful. 
After  deliberating  with  himfelf  about  the  means, 
he,  at  laft,  fell  upon  an  effcdual  expedient.  Set- 
tling the  affairs  of  his  government  at  Tanda, 
which  was,  at  that  time,    the  capital  of  Bengal, 

he 
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he  refolved,  wnh  a  great  retinue,  to  make  the 
tour  of  the  dependent  provinces.  In  his  rout  he 
came  to  Burdwan.  lie  made  no  fecret  to  his  prin- 
cipal officers,  that  he  had  the  emperor's  orders 
for  difpatching  Shere;  That  devoted  Omrah, 
hearing  that  the  Suba  was  entering  the  town  in 
which  he  refided,  mounted  his  horfe,  and,  with 
two  fervants  only,  went  to  pay  his  refpeds.  The 
Suba  received  Shere  with  afFecled  politenefs. 
They  rode,  for  fome  time,  fide  by  fide  ;  and  their 
converfation  turned  upon  indifferent  aifairs.  The 
Suba  fuddenly  ftopt.  lie  ordered  his  elephant  of 
(late  to  be  brought ;  which  he  mounted,  under 
a  pretence  of  appearing  with  becoming  pomp  in 
the  city  of  Burdwan.  Shere  ftood  fiill,  when  the 
Suba  was  afcending ;  and  one  of  the  pikemen, 
pretending  that  Shere  was  in  the  way,  ilruck  his 
horfe,  and  began  to  drive  him  before  him.  Shere 
was  enraged  at  the  alfront.  He  knew  that  the 
pikeman  durfl  not  have  ufed  that  freedom  with- 
out his  mafler's  orders  :  he  faw  plainly,  that  there 
was  a  laid  defign  againft  his  life.  He  turned 
round  upon  the  pikeman,  and  threatened  him 
wi'.h  inftant  death.  He  fell  on  the  ground  and 
begged  for  mercy.  Swords  were  drawn.  Shere 
had  no  time  to  lofe.  He  fpurred  his  horfe  up  to 
the  elephant,  on  which  the  Suba  w-as  mounted  ; 
and  having  broke  down  the  amari  or  caftle,  cut 
him  in  two  ;  and  thus  the  unfortunate  Kuttub  be- 
came the  vi(flim  of  his  own  zeal  to  pleafe  the  em- 
peror. Shere  did  not  reli  here :  he  turned  his 
fword  on  the  other  officers.  The  firft;  that  fell 
by  his  hands  was  Aba  Chan,  a  native  of  Caffi- 
mire  ;  who  was  an  Omrah  of  five  thoufand  horfe. 
Four  other  nobles  fhared  the  fame  fate.  A  death 
attended  every  blow  from  the  hand  of  Shere. 
The  remaining  chiefs  were  at  once  adonlfhed  and 
frightened.     They  fled  to  a  dilfance,  and  formed 
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a  circle  around  him.  Some  began  to  gall  him 
"with  arrows;  oihers  to  fire  wiih  their  inufquets. 
His  horfe,  at  length,  being  fliot  with  a  ball  in 
file  forehead,  fell  under  him.  The  unfortunate 
Shere,  reduced  to  the  lad  extremity,  began  to 
iipbraid  them  wiih  cowardice.  He  invited  them 
ifverally  to  fingle  combat ;  but  he  begged  in  vain. 
He  had  already  received  fome  wounds.  He  plainly 
h\v  his  approaching  fate.  Turning  his  face 
toward  Mecca,  he  took  up  fome  dud  with  his 
hand  ;  and,  for  want  of  water,  threw  it,  by  way 
of  ablution,  upon  his  head.  He  then  fiood  up, 
feemingly  unconcerned.  Six  balls  entered  his 
,  body,  in  diifcrent  places,  before  he  fell.  His 
enemies  had  fcarce  the  courage  to  come  near,  till 
they  faw  him  in  the  lad  agonies  of  death.  They 
praifed  his  valour  to  the  flvies :  but  in  adding  to 
Lis  reputation,  they  took  away  from  their  own, 
MHer-.;i-  1  he  officer,  who  fucceeded  the  deceafed  Suba 
In  the  command  of  the  troops,  hadered  to  the 
houfe  of  Shere.  He  was  afraid  that  Mhcr-ul- 
NiiTa,  in  the  fird  paroxifms  of  grief,  might  make 
away  with  herfelf.  That  lady,  however,  bore 
her  misfortunes  with  more  fortitude  and  refigna- 
tion.  Siie  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  manners  ot 
her  country,  upon  fuch  tragical  occafions.  She 
even  pretended,  in  vindication  of  her  apparent 
infennbllity,  to  follow  the  injunctions  of  her  de- 
ceafed lord.  She  alleged  that  Shere,  forefeeing 
liis  own  fair  by  Jehangire,  had  conjured  her  to 
yield  to  the  delires  of  that  monarch  without  hc- 
fitaiion  The  reafons,  which  (he  faid,  he  gave, 
•were  as  feeble  as  the  fact  itfclf  was  improbable. 
He  was  afraid  that  his  own  exploits  would  hnk 
into  oblivion,  without  they  were  conncdcd  with 
the  remarkable  event  of  giving  an  emprefs  to 
India. 
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Mher-ul-NIlTa  was  Tent,  with  all  inuiginable  in  r*-c<-;v- 
care,  to  Delhi.  She  was  full  of  the  ambition  of -^--^^^"'^t. 
becoming  the  favourite  Sultana.  Her  vanity  was 
diliippointeJ.  Though  (he  was  received  with 
great  tendernefs  and  atlciition,  by  Rokia  Sultana 
Begum,  the  emperor's  mother,  Jchangire  re- 
fufed  to  fee  her.  Whether  his  mind  was  ihtii 
fixed  on  another  objci^:,  or  remorfe  had  taken  pol- 
felTion  of  his  foul,  authors  do  not  agree.  Tliey, 
however,  afierr,  with  great  improbability,  that 
the  emperor  was  fu  much  afFe£ted  with  the  death 
of  his  favourite,  the  Suba  of  Bengal,  that  he 
refolved  to  punilh  Mher-ui-Niffa,  for  an  accident 
in  which  (he  had  no  concern.  Be  that  as  it  wii', 
he  gave  orders  to  (hut  her  up  in  one  of  ihe  won't 
apartments  of  the  feraglio.  He  even  would  not 
deion  to  fee  her;  and,  contrary  to  his  ufual  mu- 
nificence to  women,  he  allowed  her  but  fourteen 
anas,  about  two  millings  of  our  money,  a-day, 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  herfelf  and  fonie  female 
Haves.  This  coldnefs  to  a  woman  whom  he  paliio- 
nateiy  loved  when  not  in  his, power,  was  at  once 
unaccountable  and  abfurd. 

Mher-ul-NilTa  was  a  woman  of  a  haughty  fpirit,  n  t  fcfn 
and  could  not  brook  this  treatment.     She  had  no  '>'  ^'''  '=''^- 
remedv.     She  gave  herfelt  up,  for  Tome  time,  to 
grief,  as  if  for  the  death  of  her  huiband  ;  but  it 
was    difappointmefit  only    that   preyed  upon   lur 
mind.     She  was  at  length  reconcilca  to  her  con- 
dition, from  a  hope  of  an  opportunity  of  re-kind- 
ling the  emperor's  former   love.     She  truiied  to 
the  amazing  power  of  her  own  beauty  :  which, 
to  conquer,  required  only  to  be  fvcii.      The  em- 
peror's   mother,  who   was    deeply    intereiLcd  for 
Mher-ul-Nilfa,  could  not  prevail   upon  her  fon  to 
fee   her.     He  turned   away  from  her  in  fiience, 
when  fhe  fooke  of  tlie  widow  of  Siitre.      An  ex- 
pedier.t,  however,  okred  itfelf  to  IvIhcr-ul-NilJa. 
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To  raife  her  own  reputation  in  the  feraglio,  and 
to  fupport  herfeif  and  ilaves  with  more  decency, 
than  the  fcanty  pittance  allowed  her  would  admit, 
file  called  forth  her  invention  and  tafle  in  working 
fome  admirable  pieces  of  tapeftry  and  embroide- 
ry, in  painting  lilks  with  exquilite  delicacy,  and 
in  inventing  female  ornaments  of  every  kind. 
Thefe  articles  were  carried,  by  her  flaves,  to  the 
ditFerent  fquares  of  the  royal  feraglio,  and  to  the 
harams  of  the  great  officers  of  the  empire.  The 
inventions  of  Mher-ul-NifTa  excelled  fo  much  In 
their  kind,  that  they  were  bought  with  the  greated 
avidity.  Nothing  was  fadiionable  among  the  ladies 
of  Delhi  and  Agra,  but  the  work  of  her  hands. 
She  accumulated,  by  thefe  means,  a  confideriible 
fum  of  money,  with  which  flje  repaired  and  beau- 
tified her  apartments,  and  clothed  her  flaves  in 
the  richeft  tiffues  and  brocades,  while  (he  herfelf 
ali'ected  a  very  plain  and  fimple  drefs. 
Ir'fcvV"'^  In  this  fituation  the  widow  of  Shere  continued 
vears.  four  ycars,  without  once  having  feen  the  emperor. 
Her  fame  reached  his  ears  from  every  apartment 
in  the  feraglio.  Curiofity  at  length  vanquiflied  his 
refolution.  He  determined  to  be  an  eye-witnefs 
of  the  things  which  he  had  fo  often  heard,  con- 
cerning Mher-ul-Niffa.  He  refolved  to  furprize 
her  :  and  communicating  his  refolution  to  none, 
he  fuddenly  entered  her  apartments,  where  he 
found  every  thing  fo  elegant  and  magnificent, 
that  he  was  fl:ruck  with  amazement.  But  the 
greatelt  ornament  of  the  whole  was  Mher-ul-Nifla 
herfelf.  She  lay  half  reclined,  on  an  embroider- 
ed fopha,  in  a  plain  muflin  drefs.  Her  flaves  fat 
in  a  circle  round  her,  at  work,  attired  in  rich 
brocades.  She  flowly  arofe,  in  manifeft  confu- 
iion  ;  and  received  the  emperor  with  the  ufual 
ceremony  of  touching  firfi:  the  ground,  then 
her  forehead  with  her  ric;ht  hand.     She  did   not 
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utter  one  word  ;  but  ftooJ  with  her  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ground.  Jehanp^ire  remained  for  fome  time 
filent.  He  admired  her  (hape,  her  llarure,  her 
beauty,  her  grace ;  and  that  inexpreflible  volup- 
tuoufnefs  of  mein,  which  it  is  impoiTible  to  refi't. 

Tehan<Tire    did    not,    for    fome    time,    recover  Hernupti- 
from  his  confufion.     He    at  length  fat    down  on  j^ang'ire, 
the  fopha,  and  requeued  Mher-ul-NifTa    to  fit  bv 
his  fide.    The  firlt  queftion  he  afked,  was,  "  Why 
"  this  difference  between  the  appearance  of  Mher- 
*'  uI-Niffa  and   her  fiaves-?"    She    very   flirewdly 
replied,    "  Thofe    born    to  fcrvitaJe   muit  drefs 
as  it  fhall  pleafe  thofe  whom  they  lerve.     Th-fe 
are  my  fervants ;  and  I  alleviate  the  harden   of 
bondage  by  every    indulgence  in   my    power. 
But  I  that  am  your  flave,  O  Emperor  cf  the 
Moguls,  mud  drefs  according  to  your  pleafure 
and  not  my  own.'*     Though  this  anfwcr  was  a 
kind  of  farcafm  on  his  behaviour,  it  was  fo  perti- 
nent and  well  turned,  that  it  greatly   pleafed  Je- 
hangire.     He  took  her  ?A  once   in  his  arms.     His 
former  affection  returned,  with  all    its  violence  ; 
and  the  very  next  day,  public   orders  were   iffued 
to  prepare  a  magnificent  feitival,  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  his    nuptials   with    Mher-ul-Niffa.      Her 
name  was  alfo  changed  by  an  edict  into  Noor-Ma- 
hil,  or  the  Light  of  the  Seraglio.     The  emperor's 
former  favourites  vanifhed  before  her  ;  and  during 
the   rell  of  the  reign  of  Jehangirc,  (lie   bore  the 
chief  fway  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  empire. 

The  great  power  of  Noor-Mahil  appeared,  for  P-omction 
the  fir  It  time,  in  the  immediate  advancement  of  ^iiuf"^  ^*' 
her  family.  Her  father,  who,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  Akbar,  had  been  chief  treafurer  of 
the  empire,  was  raifed  to  the  office  of  abfolute  vi- 
fier  and  firff  minifter.  Ferid  Bochari,  who, 
under  the  title  of  Mortaza  Chan,  m.anaged  the 
affairs  of  the  empire,  had  been,  by  aflroke  of  the 
Vol.  III.  L  palfy. 
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palfy,  rendered  unfit  for  bufinefs,    which  opened 
the  way  for  the   promotion   of    the   Ademad-ul* 
Dowlat.     The  two  brothers  of  Noor-Mahil  were 
raifed  to  the  firft  rank  of  nobility,  by  the  titles  of 
Afbicad  Chan   and    Afiph   Jah.     Her   numerous 
relations  poured  in    from  Tartary,  upon   hearing 
of  the  fortune  of  the  houfe    of  Aiafs.     Some  of 
them  were  gratified  with   high  employments,  all 
with  lucrative  ones.     Her  father  was  not  dazzled 
with  the  fplendor  of  his  high    flation.     He  was 
a  man  of  probity  in  private  life,    of    ability  in 
office.     He  became  a   great    and   good   minifler. 
His  name   is  revered  to  this   day  in  Hindoflan. 
The  talents  of  her   brothers  were  rather   popular 
than  great.     They  behaved  with  honour  and   mo- 
deration upon  every  occafion  ;  (Irangers   to  info- 
lence,  and   enemies  to  oppreffion.     The  invidi- 
oufnefs    of   their    fituation  did    not  raife    envy. 
Men  allowed,  that   merit  intitled  them    more  to 
their  high   flations,  than  their  relation  to  the  fa- 
vourite  Sultana.     The  writers  of    the  affairs  of 
Hindoflan  remark.  That  no  family  ever  rofc  fo 
fuddenly,  or  fo  defervedly,  to  rank  and  eminence, 
than  the  family  of  Chaja  Aiafs  ;    and  this   is    our 
apology  for  the  minute  relation   of  their  progrefs 
to  greatnefs. 
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CHAP.    III. 


Prudent  adminijlration — Jnfurre^ions  quelled — Bad 
Juccefs  in  the  Decan — Emperor* s  progrefs  to  Aj- 
mere. — Peace  with  the  Rana — Prince  Churriim 
in  favour — Character  of  Sultan  Purvez — An 
Engtifh  Amhaffador — His  reception  at  Ajmere — 
Tranfadions  at  court — Power  of  the  Sultana — ■ 
Prpgrefs  to  Mando — To  Guzerat — The  emperor's 
return  to  Agra — Death  and  charader  of  the 
Vifier. 

Jl  H  E  charms  of  the  Sultana  eflranged  the  mind  Pruienc 
of  Jehangire  from  all  public  affairs.  Eafy  in  his  aJ^;^"'" 
temper,  and  naturally  voluptuous,  the  powers  of 
his  foul  were  locked  up  in  a  pleafm'g  enthufiafm 
of  love,  by  the  engaging  converfation  and  extra- 
ordinary beauty  of  Noor-Mahil.  The  ftate,  how- 
ever, did  not  fuffer  from  the  negligent  indolence 
of  the  emperor.  An  ample  field  was  left  for  the 
virtues  and  abilities  of  the  new  vifier  ;  who  turn- 
ed his  attention  more  to  domefiic  improvement 
than  to  foreign  conquefl.  Agriculture,  which 
had  been  much  negleded,  was  encouraged.  Ma- 
ny provinces,  defolated  by  former  diflurbances 
and  wars,  were,  by  degrees,  repeopled  and  cul- 
tivated. Security  of  property  was  given  to  the 
farmer  ;  the  induftry  of  the  mechanic  was  pro- 
tected. The  country  aflumed  a  new  face  :  the 
'  L  2  ufefui 
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AT>.  iifcful  arts  were  revived  and  flourlfhed  in  the  cU 
if-'.,'"  ties.  'Ihe  Nifitrr  even  extended  his  improvements 
1C20.  to  defans.  ForePts,  formerly  the  haunts  of  wild 
^•"-^i — ^  beads,  were  cut  down  ;  and  villages  and  towns 
beean  to  rife  in  foiitudes.  Infuiredionand  rebel- 
lion  were  not  heard  of,  becaufe  there  was  no  op- 
preffion :  idlenefs  being  difcouraged,  robberies 
were  things  unknown.  Ihe  revenues  of  the  em- 
pire gradually  incrcafed  :  to  prevent  extortion 
in  the  collection,  every  Suba  was  obliged  to  tranf- 
mit  monthly  to  court,  a  ftate  of  the  improve- 
ments and  regulations  made,  in  conlequence  of 
public  inftru(5tions  from  Agra.  When  the  im- 
provements were  not  adequate  to  the  taxes,  the 
Subas  were  either  feverely  reprimanded,  or  de- 
graded. No  diflinftions  were  made  in  the  admini- 
Itration  of  jullice,  between  the  Mahommedan  and 
Hindoo.  Both  were  worfhippers  of  God,  each 
in  his  way ;  both  members  of  the  fam^^  commu- 
nity, and  fubjecls  of  the  fame  lord. 
Afgans  When  the  father  of  the  Sultana  was    thus   em- 

ployed, in  internal  regulations  for   the   good   of 
the    empire,    new    commotions     arofe     near    its 
northern  frontier.     The  Afgans,  a  fierce  and  un- 
tradtable  people,  natives  of  the  mountains  beyond 
/  the   Indus,    always  thirfling    after   {laughter  and 
plunder,  could   not   long   endure    peace.     Thefc 
barbarians  were    encouraged    to   infurredion,  by 
the  abfence  of  Shaw  Bee  Chan,  Suba  of  Cabul, 
from  the  capital  of  the   province  of    that  name. 
The  Suba  b.ad  been  obliged   to    make  a  journey 
northward,  to  leltle  fome  affairs  on  the  frontiers  ; 
and  Majin-ul-Muluc,   the  deputy  governor  of  Ca- 
bul, fuffered  hiiufelf  to  be    furprized  in    the  city 
by  the  infurgents.  They  entered  Cabul,  with  a  con- 
iiderable   army,    and    be<;an   to   exercife    all   the 
cruelties  of  war.     '1  he  inhabitants,  rendered   de- 
fperate  by  misfortune,  took  arms  againft  the  plun- 
derers. 


bti. 


JEHANGIRE. 

derers.     The  city  became  a  fcene  of  flaughter  and      A.  i 
didrefs.     Nadili  Meidani,    a  gallant  irian,  and  an      'j^/J* 
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officer  of  rank  in   the  province,  haftened   to  the      1020. 
relief  of  Cabul.     Some  of  the  banditti  fled:   ma-  ^'-^.^^*-' 
ny  were  put  to  the   fword.     The  fugitives  were 
purfued  to    their  mountains,    and   the   rebellion 
quafhed.     Thefe    tranfaclions    happened    in    the 
month  of  Siffer,  of  the  fixth  year  of  Jehangire. 

An  infurreftion  happened   in   Bengal  toward  -'^^.'"^H'"' 
the  clofe  of  the  fame  year.     Afman,  an   Afgan,  Beiigal. 
defcended  of  the  race  of  the  Patan  princes,  who 
reigned  in  India  before  the  empire  fell  under  the 
dominion  of    the  houfe  of  Timur,  rtirred  up   a 
rebellion.     He  had  formerly  made  many  attempts 
to  recover  the  throne   of    his    fathers  ;  but    this 
was  his  mofl:  formidable  and  refolute  effort.     Su- 
jait,  an  ofHcer  of   rank,  was  difpatched  againfl 
the  rebel  by  Iflam  Chan,  Suba  of  Bengal.     Both 
armies  foon  came  to   an  action.     Sujait  was   on 
the  point  of  being  defeated.     He    drove  his  ele- 
phant, as  the  lad  refort  of  defpair,  through  the 
thickeft  of  the  enemy,  in  fearch  of  Afman,  who 
"was  mounted  on  a  horfe.     The   elephant  having 
feized  the  horfe,  dafhed  him  and  his  rider  againlt 
the  ground  ;  but  when  the  animal  was  about   to 
tread  the  unfortunate  Afman  under  his  feet,  one 
of  bis  attendants  came  and  wounded  the  elephant 
in  the  trunk.     The  elephant,  with  the  pain  of  the 
v/ound,  plunged  in  fuch  a  manner,    that  Sujait 
was  thrown  off,  and  fell  headlong  on  the  ground. 
His    life   was   faved  by    his    men ;     who    feeing 
him   expofing   his    perfon,    became  lefs    careful 
about  their  own.     In  their  eiTort  to  extricate  their 
chief,  they  repulfed  the  enemy.     Afman,  biuifed 
with  his  fall,  was  carried  back  to  his  tent,  where 
he  foon  after  expired.     His  death  gave  the  victory 
to  Sujait,  and  quafhed  the  rebellion  in   Bengal. 
Sujait,  for  this  fignal  fervice,  was  raifed  by  the 
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emperor   to  the  title  of  Rudum  Ziman,  which 
fignifies  the   Hercules  of  the  Age. 

The  inlurretlion  in  Bengal   was  fcarce  quelled, 
when  another  of  a  more  extraordinary  nature  hap- 
i^'Blli7r    pcned  in    the   neighbouring  province  of  Behar. 
A  man  of  low  degree,  whofe  name  was   Cuttub, 
defcended  of  the  Rohilla   tribe  of  Afgans,  and  a 
native  of  Atcha,  found  his  way  to  Behar.     'i  hat 
province  was  poflefled  by  a  number  of  his  nation, 
who  had  fettled   there  under   the  Patan  empire. 
He  affirmed  that  he  was  the  prince  Chufero,  the 
reigning  emperor's  fon  ;  and  he  accompanied  his 
impoflure  with   a  probable  (lory  of  his    efcape 
from  prifon.     The   misfortunes  of  Chufero   had 
rendered  him  popular.     Many  believed  the  tale. 
Many,  in  love  with  innovation  and  fpoil,  joined 
the  ftandard  of  Cuttub.     He  numbered,  in  lefs 
than    a    week,     feven    thoufand       among     his 
followers.     He  aflumed  immediately  the  Imperial 
titles,  and  advanced  with  his  motely  army  of  ban- 
ditti, toward  Patna,  the   capita!  of  the  province 
of  Behar.     Affil  Chan,  the  Suba  of  the  province, 
was  abfent  at  Gazipoor,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from   Patna  ;  and  his   deputy  com- 
manded in  the  city,  when  Cuttub   appeared  be- 
fore it. 
Quaftied.       yhe  city  of  Patna  was  too  large  and  ill-garri- 
foned  with  troops  to  make  any  defence.     Cuttub 
entered  it,   with  little  oppofition.     He  took  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  palace,  women,  and  wealth  of    the 
Suba  ;  and   giving   up  Patna  to  plunder,  divided 
the  fpoil  among  his  adherents.     Some,  who  were 
no  Arangers  to   the  perfon    of   Sultan  Chufero, 
endeavoured  to  expofe  the  impoflure.     They  fuf- 
fered  for  their  rafhnefs,  and  were  put    to  death. 
Some,  confcious   of  the   impcfition,  were  afraid 
to  own  their  folly  ;  and,  having  gone  fo  far  were 
unwilling  and  afhamed  to  recede.     AfTil  himfelf, 

at 
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at  firfl,  gave  fome    credit   to   a  report   brought     a.d. 
from  all  quarters.     He  knew  not  how  to  behave.      "5_'i. 
He  afFefted  the  party  of  Chufero  ;  and    he  feared      ,020. 
the  emperor.     Ten  days  after  Patna  was  furprifed  ^>— ^r^w' 
by  Cuttub,  AlTil  was  convinced,  by   various   let- 
ters, that  the  leader  of  the  infurredion  was  not 
the  prince.     He   haftened   from  Gazipoor,  with 
all  the  forces  he  could    collect.     On  the  third  day 
he     prefented    himfelf    before    Patna.       Cuttub 
marched  out  and  g-ave  him  battle.     The  infurgents 
were  defeated    and  fled.     In  the    hurry    of   their 
flight    they  neglected  to  (hut    the  gates  ;  and  the 
enemy  entered  at  their  heels.     The    pretended 
prince,  driven  to  the  lad  extremity,  Ihut   himfelf 
up,  with  a  few  friends,  in  the  Suba's  houfe.     Pie 
defended  himfelf  for  fome  time.     Affil,  having  loft 
twenty  men  in   endeavouring  to   fcale  the   walls, 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill   the    impoftor  with   a 
brick-bat ;  and  thus  a  ridiculous  kind  of  death 
put  an  end  to  the  ambitious  views  of  Cuttub. 

Intelligence  of  this  infurreftion  arrived  at  the  ^rmce 
court  of  Agra,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  news  of  fent*" 
its  being  quelled.  Frefli  difturbances  broke  out  ^'gaiuft  t 
in  a  different  torner  of  the  empire.  AmarSinka, 
prince  of  Odipour,  in  the  Decan,  fetting  fuddenly 
upon  the  Imperial  troops  on  the  frontier,  defeated 
them.  The  action  happened  near  the  city  of 
Brampour,  among  the  mountains  of  Balagat.  The 
emperor  was  alarmed.  He  placed  his  fecond  fon, 
Purvez,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufai>d  horfe  ;  and 
gave  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  commiiTion  to  take 
the  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  confines  of 
the  Imperial  dominions  and  the  Decan.  The 
force,  had  it  even  been  well  conducted,  was  no 
more  than  adequate  to  the  fervice.  Amar  Sinka, 
who  went  under  the  title  of  Rana,  or  the  Prince,. 
by  way  of  eminence,  deduced  his  defcent  from 
the  Imperial   family,  who  reigned  in   the  great 

city 
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city  of  Kiii6T:e  over  all  India  for  many  centuries, 
before  that  empire  was  invaded  by  the  followers  of 
Mahommr?d.  He  added  power  to  his  noble  birth. 
He  pofTefl'ed  the  greater  part  of  (he  territories 
which  compofc  the  extenfive  dominions  of  the 
prefent  Maljrattors ;.  and  the  lawful  heir  of  his 
family  bears,  to  this  day,  the  name  of  Prince 
amon,'^  that  powerful  ariftocracy. 
Feuds  in  iN.lany  nobics  of  the  firlt  rank  and  renown 
ria^l  aTniy' attended  Sulfan  Purvez  in  this  expedition. 
The  moft  confiderable  were  Chan  Jehan,  defcend- 
ed  of  the  Imperial  family  of  Lodi,  who  reigned 
before  the  houfe  of  Timur,  inHindoftan;  Mirza 
Abdul  Rahim,  who  derived  his  p/sdigree  from 
Timur ;  and  Chan  Chanan,  the  ion  of  the  fa- 
mous By  ram,  who  had  been  regent  during  the 
minority  of  the  empr-ror  Akbar.  Thefe  com- 
pofed  the  prince's  council.  But  they  carried  their 
Jormer  teuds  into  their  deliberations.  They  were 
unanimous  in  nothing.  Jcaloufy,  in  its  moft  for- 
bidding form,  appeared  in  all  their  debates  ;  and 
they  could  not  even  abflain  from  indecent  reflec- 
tions upon  one  another.  The  fpirit  of  dif- 
cord  fpread  irom  the  council  of  war  to  the 
army.  Each  of  the  great  Omrahs  had  his 
parcizans  and  abettors.  Fa61ion  and  tumult 
reigned  in  every  corner  of  the  camp.  The 
prince  was  naturally  mild  ;  he  wanted  experience  ; 
and  he  was  deititute  of  that  intrepid  firmnefs  and 
feverity,  which  is  neceflary  to  awe  mankind  into 
obedience.  He  defcended  to  intrcaty  where  he 
ought  to  command  ;  and  when  he  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  them,  their  paihon  became  more  in- 
flamed, as  every  check  was  removed  by  his  known 
foftnefs  of  difpofition. 
Thtir  dif-  '^  '^^  army  in  the  mean  time  advanced.  Within 
trefsand  a  few  davs  march  of  Brampour,  the  Impcrialifts 
came  in  fight  of  the  enemy.  Men  generally  be- 
come united  at  the  approach  of  danger.  It  hap- 
pened 
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pened  otherwife  here.  The  fplrit  of  Difcord  and  a.  d. 
Envy  had  been  been  let  looie  ;  and  the  Omrahs  ]''."• 
feared  the  enemy  lefs,  than  the  fuccefs  that  might  102I* 
attend  the  advice  of  any  one  of  themfelves.  Chan  ^^^^^ — -^ 
Jehan  was  for  battle.  Chan  Chanan  ditfered  from 
liini  in  opinion  ;  as  the  enemy  was  too  advan- 
tageouflv  pofted  in  the  hills.  Abdul  Rahim,  was 
for  entering  the  Rana's  country  by  another  road. 
The  prince  was  ready  to  adopt  any  refolution, 
upon  vvhich  they  all  Oiould  agree.  This  was  iin- 
poflible.  The  army  lay  inaftive.  1  he  air  in  the 
camp  became  putrid.  Fevers  raged.  The  ene- 
mv  hovered  round  en  the  Mountains.  Provifions 
and  forage  became  fcarce  :  the  fields  around  were 
red  with  the  frefh  graves  of  the  dead.  But  though 
the  council  of  wardifagreed  about  an  attack,  they 
concurred  in  a  retreat.  They  fled  with  precipita- 
tion to  Ajmere.  The  enemy  hung  on  their  rear. 
The  Omrahs  wrote  feparately  letters  to  court, 
with  accufations  againft  each  other's  conduct. 
Chan  Chanan  was  recalled  to  i^gra,  divefted  of 
all  his  employments  ;  and  he  even  thought  him- 
felf  happy  in  being  able  to  fave  his  life.  The  dif- 
grace  of  this  nobleman  redounded  not  to  the  ho^ 
nour  of  Chan  Jehap.  That  lord,  through  whofe 
accufations  Chan  Chananchielly  fell,  rendered  him- 
felf  odious  by  ingratitude.  He  had  been  educated 
in  the  family  of  Chan  Chanan :  he  had  rifen, 
through    his   influence,    to  all   his  honours  and 

offices.  Fiirvez  re- 

Jehangire,  alarmed  at  the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  '^'•^^^^'^' 
arms  againll  the  Rana,  difpatched  Mohabet  Chan 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army.  He  could  not 
have  made  a  better  choice.  Mohabet  was  brave 
in  action,  intrepid  in  deliberation;  full  of  dignity 
and  fpirit ;  under  the  abiblute  dominion  of  judg- 
ment and  good  conduct.  Purvez  was  recalled  to 
the  prefence.  The  unfortunate  iifue  of  the  cam- 
paign was  afevere  blow  to  that  prince.     It  affected 

his 
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A.  D.  his  reputation  ;  it  loft  him  his  father's  afFeftions  ; 
*j^i^'  and  even  his  prolped  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne. 
'C27.  '1  hough  the  choice  which   Jehangire  had  made 

^'^'^  ^  of  a  general  to  command  his  forces  againfl:  the 
prot-refs  to  Kana  leemed  to  promile  luccels,  the  event  did 
Ajmere.  not  anfwer  the  emperor's  fanguine  expedations. 
'Jhe  army  was  in  too  bad  a  condition,  to  be  fud- 
denly  reitored  to  difcipHne  and  order.  Mohabet 
could  not,  with  any  aflurance  of  victory,  fhew 
them  to  the  enemy.  Jehangire  was  naturally  im- 
patient. On  the  fecond  of  Shaban,  of  the  one 
thoufand  and  twenry-fecond  year  of  the  Higera, 
he  moved  the  Lefcar  or  Imperial  camp,  with  a 
profelled  defign  of  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  employed  againlt  the  Rana.  The 
magnificence  of  the  emperor's  progrefs  to  Ajmere, 
deferves  a  brief  defcription.  When  the  monarchs 
of  Hindodan  take  the  field,  their  camps  are  a 
kind  of  moving  cities.  1  hat  of  Jehangire,  in  his 
prefent  progrefs,  was  in  circumference  at  leaft 
twenty  miles.  The  Lefcar  is  divided,  like  a  re- 
gular town,  into  fquares,  alleys,  and  ftreets. 
'ihe  royal  pavilion  is  always  erefted  in  the  cen- 
ter :  no  man  raifes  his  nearer  than  the  diflance  of 
a  mulket-lhot  around.  Every  man  of  quality, 
every  artificer,  knows  his  ground,  the  fpace  al- 
lotted for  him,  on  which  fide,  how  far  from  the 
emperor  he  mu(l  pitch  his  tent.  The  pavilions 
of  the  great  officers  of  the  court  are,  at  a  diilance, 
known  by  their  fplendor ;  at  hand,  by  marks 
which  diliinguifh  the  various  ranks  of  the  owners. 
The  fliops  and  apartments  of  tradefmen  are  alfo 
known  by  rule  ;  and  no  man  is  for  a  moment  at 
a  lofs  how  to  fupply  his  wants.  The  Lefcar,  horn. 
a  rifmg  ground,  furniflies  one  of  the  molt  agree- 
able proipeds  in  the  world.  Starting  up,  in  a 
few  hours,  in  an  uninhabited  plain,  it  railes  the 
idea  of  a  city  built  by  enchantment :  and  fills  the 

mind 
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mind  with  delightful  wonder  and  furprize.     Even     A.  i\ 
thofe  who  leave  their  houfes  in  cities,  to  follow      ^^-^^f- 
the  prince  in  his  progrefs,  are  frequently  fo  charm-      iczl. 
ed  with  the  Lefcar,  when  fuuated  in  a  beautiful  ^^-''^r-^-^ 
and  convenient  place,  that  they  cannot  prevail 
with  themfelves  to  remove.     To  prevent  this   in- 
convenience to  the  court,  the  emperor,  after  fuf- 
ficient  time  is  allowed  to  the  tradefmen  to  follow, 
orders  them  to  be  burnt  out  of  their  tents. 

Though  the  emperor,  at  his  departure  from  Prince 
Agra,  declared  that  he  was  to  command  in  per-  fe'.'.tVo'^ 
jTon  his  army  in  the  Decan,  that  fervice  was  ac-  command 
tually  deftined  for  Sultan  Churrum,  his  third  t'!"^  "'' 
fon.  That  prmce  left  Ajmere  on  the  tv^'entieth 
of  Zicada.  He  was  more  fuccefsful  than  his  bro- 
ther. Having  fuperfeded  Mohabet,  he  entered 
the  mountains  without  hefitation.  The  enemy 
was  feized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  before  him. 
He  made  himfelf  maiter  of  Brampour,  the  capital 
of  the  Rana's  dominions,  v.ith  little  oppofition. 
Several  fldrmiihes  were  fought ;  but  no  decifive 
battle.  The  Rana  fued  for  peace.  His  fon  Kin- 
war  Kirren  came,  with  magnificent  prefents  to 
the  prince.  Churrum  received  him  with  appa- 
rent kindnefs  and  great  diftinclion.  The  Rana 
himfelf,  encouraged  by  Churrum's  reception  of 
his  fon,  came  unexpectedly  into  the  prefence. 
He  threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Churrum,  who 
very  courteoufly  raifed  him,  took  him  in  his  arms, 
and  obliged  him  to  (it  on  his  right  hand. 

The  Rana  opened  the  conference,  by  excufmg  The  Rana 
his  own  behaviour,  the  outrages  committed  by  ten 
his  people :  and  he  extolled  the  clemency  of  the 
prince,  who,  though  fuperior  in  the  field,  was 
■willing  to  grant  an  equitable  peace.  Churrum 
knew  that  the  blame  of  the  war  did  not  reft  on 
the  Hindoos.  He  therefore  replied.  That  excufes 
on  the  fide  of  the  Rana  were  unneceffary  j  that 

it 
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AD  it  was  the  duty  of  every  prince  to  exert  the  power 
Hi?'  placed  in  his  hands,  in  defence  of  his  fubjecrs  and 
loi?      dominions;  but  as  war   had   been  kindied,  and 

'*"*^«"^^  the  fortune  of  the  Mahommeuans  had  prevailed, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ufe  his  faccefs  with  mo- 
deration ;  and  that  he  vyas  willing  to  put  an  im- 
mediate end  to  all  differences,  by  a  foiid  and 
lading  peace.  The  Rana  confented  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute to  the  family  of  Tinnir.  Some  diiTicuIties 
arofe  about  the  fum :  the  decifion  was  left  ro  Je- 
hangire.  To  finilh  the  treaty,  as  well  as  to  be 
an  holtage  for  the  Rana's  faith,  Kinwar  Kirren, 
that  prince's  fon,  was  difpatched  to  the  Imperial 
prefence.  Jehangire,  at  the  time,  kept  his  coui't 
at  Ajmere.  He  received  Kinwar  with  great  dif- 
tin<5tion.  He  prefented  him  with  arms,  jewels, 
a  ricii  drefs  for  himfelf,  and  one  for  each  of  his 
principal  atter.dants.  He  ah'b  gave  to  the  prince 
an  Imperial  e!::'phant,  fumptuoufly  caparilbned, 
and  one  hundred  fine  Perfian  horfes.  He  created 
him  by  patent  an  Omrah  of  five  thoufand  :  but 
all  thefe  v/ere  fplendid  badges  of  flavery  ;  and  the 
means  of  degradation  from  his  former  indepen- 
dence and  rank.  Peace  was  finally  fettled,  upon 
the  terms  propofed  by  Churrum. 

Prince  The  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  into  the  Decan, 

Jn^erear    ^alfed  to  a  high  pitch  the  reputation  of  Churrum. 

favoiif.  His  lather*s  alfedion  for  him  grew  with  his  fame. 
Men  began  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  him,  as  the 
heir-apparent  of  the  throne.  Jehangire  treated 
him,  in  iiis  convcrfation,  with  the  higheft  di- 
itinflion  ;  and  he  feemed  anxious  to  exprefs  to  the 
world  his  atfedion  and  regard.  A  court  was  ap- 
pointed for  him.  ERates  were  fettled  upon  him, 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  body-guard  of  a  thoufand 
horfe,  and  fiiieen  thoufand  foot,  fubjeft  only  to 
his  commands.  Sultan  Purvez,  in  the  mean 
time,  declined  in  his  father's  ellcem  in  propor- 
tion 
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tlon  as  Churrum  rofe.  The  prince  Chufero  was 
flill  in  clofe  confinement ;  and  a  fair  field  was 
left  for  the  ambition  of  Churrum. 

DurinfT  the  tranfadlions  in  the  Decan,  a  ridi- 
culous   whim   role  m   the  emperor  s   mind.     He  ^i^g.  em-  e- 
ordered  his  ears  to  be  bored  ;  and  then  he  hung  ror. 
them  with  larcre  pearls.     An  edi6t   was   iffued  to 
forbid  the  court  to  all  nobles  who  iliould  not  do 
the  fame.     He,  in  the   mean  time,  diilributed  a 
vaft  quantity  of  pearls  and  jewels  among  the  no- 
bility, to  induce  them   to   pay  obedience   to   the 
edi£t.     Many,  however,    were   refradtory.     Ear- 
rings arc  the  badge  of  flavery  among  the  Indians  ; 
and  the  Pvlahomraedans,  though  fubjedl  to  defpot- 
ifm,    wifhed    to    avoid   the   appearance  of  being 
Haves.     Jehangire  himfelf  gives  a  ridiculous  rea- 
fon  for  this  innovation  in  drefs.     In  his  memoirs 
of  the  firfh  twelve  years  of  his  reign,  he   excufes 
the  introduction  of  ear-rings,  from  a  motive  of 
religion,  to  the  fuperftitions  of  which,  he  was  by 
no   means  often    fubjed.     His   father   Akbar,  it 
was  pretended,  by  the  merit  of  a  pilgrimage  to 
Ajmere,  to  the  learned  and  religious  Chaja  Moin- 
ul-dien,  had  been  bleffed  with   children.     Jehan- 
gire was  the  firfl:  fruits  of  this  piece  of  devotion : 
and  he  faid,  in   the  preamble  to  his  edid,  that 
he,  who  was  brought  into  being  by   the   prayers 
of  Chaja,  could  do  no  lefs  than  become  his  llave, 
and  wear   the   marks   of  fervitude.     His   reafons 
appeared  fo   abfurd   and  fuperftitious,  that  fome 
of  the  nobles  taxed  him  with   favouring  idolatry. 
The  effeminate  cuftom  v;as,  however,  introduced 
by  the  weight  of  the  Imperial   authority  ;  and  it 
itill  remains  a  blot  on  Jehangire's   memory,  and 
a  lafting  mark  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  mind. 

On  the  twentieth    of  Mohirrim    of    the  1024,  DT-^^-ncs 
Sultan  Churrum  returned  to  court,  covered  with  °/v'^-^"   , 

'  Azim,  and 

laurels.      He   was  leceived   by    Jehangire  with  death  of 


^S  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDCSTx^N. 

fi,  D.  marks  of  the  highefl  efleem  and  affeflion,  which 
'^'-^-  the  artful  prince  converted  to  means  favourable 
»oiV-      to  his   fcliemes  of    ambition,  and   to   gratify   his 

"*— ^i'"^"-'  paflion  for  revenge.  Chan  Azim,  already  men- 
tioned as  the  principal  abettor  of  Chufero's  rebel- 
lion, vTss  accufed  by  Churrum  of  intended  treafon. 
He  had  long  been  excluded  from  the  councils  of 
Hate  ;  and  though  his  government  of  Malava  had 
been  continued  to  him,  it  was  more  from  a  fear  of 
his  influence,  than  from  a  refpec't  to  his  character 
and  perfon.  Habituated  to  the  high  office  of  vif'er, 
in  the  reign  of  Akbar,  he  could  not  brook  his 
want  of  power.  He  fpoke  incautioufly  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  he  a^lually  medi- 
tated to  render  himfelf  independent  of  the  em- 
pire, in  his  own  province  of  Malava.  He  was 
feized  before  his  fchemes  were  ripe  for  execution, 
carried  to  Gualiar,  and  imprifoned  in  that  im- 
pregnable forirefs.  Raja  Man  Singh,  the  next 
great  adherent  of  prince  Chufero,  died  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  year,  in  his  government  of 
Bengal.  He  was  cliief  of  the  Rajaput  princes. 
His  honour  was  great,  his  reputation  high.  In 
the  wars  of  Akbar  he  fignalizcd  himfelf  upon 
many  occaf>ons.  He  was  very  inftrumental  in 
the  conqueft  of  Bengal;  the  government  of  which, 
as  a  reward  tor  his  fervices,  he  retained  to  his 
death.  His  fon  Bao  Singh  fucceeded  him  in  his 
fubafhip  ;  being  railed  by  the  emperor  to  the  rank 
of  an  Omrah  of  five  ihoufand  horfe,  by  the   title 

rrar.-.i5!'*i    of  Mirza  Rnjagi. 

\!  ^"'''*"  When  Sultan  Churrum  carried  all  thlncis  before 
him  in  the  Imperial  prelcnce,  his  elder  brother 
Purvez  refided  with  all  the  pomp  of  royalty  at 
Brampour,  as  governor  of  the  dominion  and  pro- 
vince of  Candeifli.  Chan  Ch-inan,  in  fome  mea- 
furc  reftored  to  favour,  remained  with  Purvez, 
and  managed,  under  him,  the  affairs  of  the  pro- 
vince.    In  the  end  of  the   autumn  of    the    1024 

of 
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of  the  Higera,  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  the  Englifli  Am- 
baflador  to  the  court  of  Agra,  arrived  at  Brain- 
pour.  Politenefs  and  affabihty  were  natural  to 
Purvez.  Full  of  honour  and  good-nature,  his 
virtues  were  of  the  milder  caft: :  too  indolent  for 
the  fatigues  of  bufmefs,  diffident  of  his  own  abi- 
lities. He  polfefled  the  perfonal  courage  of  a 
good  foldier  ;  but  he  was  deilitute  of  theconduft 
neceffary  to  a  great  general.  He  followed  impli- 
citly the  advice  of  others,  when  there  was  no  dif- 
agreement  in  their  opinions ;  when  there  wds,  he 
was  embarrafled,  and  could  not  decide.  His  ge- 
nius fuited  times  of  tranquillity  ;  and  had  he  lived 
to  pofleis  the  throne,  he  might  have  rendered  his 
people  happy,  from  his  invariable  clemency  and 
love  of  domeitic  quiet. 

When  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  at  Brampour  His  co-ir- 
was  announced,  by  the  proper  officer,  to  the  ce^^f^on^of 
prince,  he  fent  him  a  polite  meflage  to  come  into  Sir'iho- 
his  prefence.  The  ambaiTador  obeyed  ;  and  Pur-  ™^*  ^''^' 
vez  prepared  to  receive  him  in  Hate.  In  the 
outward  court  of  the  palace,  a  hundred  gentle- 
men  on  horfeback  formed  a  lane,  through  which 
the  ambaiTador,  conduced  by  the  Cutwal,  paiTed. 
In  the  inner  court,  the  prince  fat  mounted  in  a 
gallery,  under  a  royal  canopy.  The  nobles,  ac- 
cording to  their  rank,  formed  a  line  on  either 
fide.  The  chief  fecretary  ftood  on  the  fteps  of 
the  throne,  and  conveyed,  in  the  concifeft  terms, 
to  the  prince,  whatever  was  addrefled  to  him 
from  below.  The  behaviour  of  Purvez  was, 
upon  the  whole,  courteous  and  obliging :  he 
pafled  from  the  ufual  ceremonies  required  from 
ambafladors,  and  affeded  to  treat  Sir  Thomas 
after  the  manner  of  his  own  country.  A  firman 
was  immediately  ilTued,  for  a  permiffion  to  an 
Engliffi  fadory  to  fettle  at  Brampour.  The  prince 
invited  the  ambaiTador  to  a  private  conference. 


to 
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A.  D.     to  thank  him  for   his   prefents ;   infinuating,  that 
\^!S-     he  was  anxious  to  throw  off  that  ftate  and  diftance, 
1024.      with  which  he   wns  obliged   to   receive  him,  be- 
^— "^i — ^  fore  fo  great  an  appearance  of  nobles. 
Tianf.-iai-      Jehangire,  in   the  mean  time,   kept  his  court 
oils  ;*- tiie  at   Aimere.     He  feemed   infane  upon   the. article 
Aj.iieit.     of  paying  honours  to  Chaja.     He  ordered  a  mag- 
nificent palace  to  be  buih,  in  the  neie;hbourhood 
of  Ajmere,  for  Hafiza  Jemmal,  the  faint's  daugh- 
ter :    the   holy   man   himfeif,    from  the  aufterity 
of  his  principles,  not  chufing,  by   an  acceptance 
ofprefent?,  to   depart  from  the  fimplicity  of  life 
and  phiiofophical  character  which  had  raifed  his 
fame.     The  palace  bulk  for  Jemmal  was  remark- 
able for  beauty  and  fituacion.     Fine  baths  were 
ereded    over    natural   fountains;    and  extenfive 
gardens  were  laid  out  around  it,  with   great  ele- 
gance and  tafle.     Tranquillity   prevailed  over  ail 
the  empire.     The  motions  of  the  army  in  the 
Decan    were   rather  parade  than   war.     Luxury 
prevailed   in   every  form.     The  magnificence   of 
the   favourire   Sultana   was    beyond  all   bounds. 
Expenfive   pageants,    fumptuous   entertainments, 
were  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  court.     The  voice 
of  mufic  never  ceafed  by   day  in   the  ftreet ;  the 
fky  was  enlightened  at  night   with   fire-works  and 
illuminations. 
The  Eng-      In  the  midfl  of  this  feflivity  and  joy,  the  Eng^ 
b^;idor     ^^^  ambaffador  arrived   at   Ajmere.     He  was   re- 
arrive?  at   c^ivcd    by  jchangite    with   the  utmoft   affabiliiy 
^°^^^'        and  politenefs.     He  even  prevented   the  ambaffa- 
dor  with  trxprefllons  of  refpeiSfe  for  his  mafter,  and 
felicitations   to   himfeif  upon   his   fafe   arrival   at 
court.     The   prefents    given    by   the  ambaffador 
were  agreeable  to  the  emperor  ;   but  a  fine  coach 
fcnt  by  King  James  pleafed  him  mod  of  all.    He 
even  had  the  impatience  to   go   into   it  that  very 
night,  and    to    dcfire   the  ambaflador's    fcrvants 

to 
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to   draw  him  around  the  court  of  the   palace.     A.  D. 
Sultan  Churrum,  at   the   time,  was   all-povvertul      ^-l* 
in  the  affairs  of  the  ftate.     To  him  the  ambaflador      1024, 
applied,  as  lord  of  Surat,  to  redrefs  the  grievances  ""^-"^c-^^ 
of  the  Englilh  at  that  port.     The  prince  was  cour- 
teous, and  promifed  fair ;  but  he  was   an   enemy 
to  all  Chrillians,  whom  he  called  Idolaters ;  and. 
moft  of  all  an  enemy  to  the  Englifti.     The  empe- 
ror's favour  for  the  ambalTador  prevailed,  in  fome 
meafure,  over  the  prince's  prejudices   and   obfti- 
nacy.     In  the  month  of  January    1615,  a  firman, 
was  obtained  for  the  ellablilhment  of  a  faftory  at 
Surat.     But  it  was  worded  with  caution,  defec- 
tive and  circumfcribed. 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1024,  two  infurre(!!lions  i^iflurS- 
happened  in  the  kingdom  of  Guzerat.  The  firfl  g" 
was  a  rebellion  excited  by  a  youth,  defcended  of 
the  ancient  kings  of  that  country :  the  fecond 
was  an  extraordinary  incurfion  of  the  Coolies,  a 
race  of  robbers,  who,  from  their  defarts,  infefred 
the  highways  and  cultivated  country.  The  youn^ 
rebel  affumed  the  title  of  Bahadar  Shaw.  Before 
he  could  execute  any  thing  material  he  died,  and 
Guzerat  was  relieved  from  the  threatened  misfor- 
tune of  a  civil  war.  Abdalla  Chan  was  ordered, 
from  the  Decan,  agalnft  the  Coolies.  He  had  • 
commanded  the  Imperial  army  againft  the  Ra- 
na,  in  the  intermediate  fpace  of  time  between 
the  recall  of  Mohabet  and  the  arrival  of  prince 
Churrum.  He  was  fuccefsful ;  but  his  glory  was 
obfcured  by  the  fuperior  reputation  of  the  prince, 
who  fucceeded  him.  Jehangire  was  not  infenfi- 
ble  of  the  valour  and  abilities  of  Abdalla.  To 
leave  a  fair  field  to  his  favourite  fon,  he  removed 
the  general  to  Guzerat.  The  emperor  departed 
from  his  ufual  humanity,  in  his  inftrudions  to 
Abdalla.  The  Coolies  were  a  barbarous  and 
cruel  race  of  men  :  and  Jehangire  gave  diredions 
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A.D,     to  extirpate  the  whole  tribe,  as   enemies  to   the 
'f.'^-      red  of  nrankiiid. 

TC74.  AbJalla  arrived  with  great  expedition  at  Ahme- 

^^''"^-^  daha>l,  the  capital  of  Guzcrat.  borne  chiefs 
by  '\b-  who,  from  the  hopes  of  boory,  and  through  fear, 
ddiia.  \i2Ld  johieJ  the  Coolies,  fuhmitted  to  him  in  his 
marcii.  With  five  hundred  felect  men,  the  ge- 
neril  left  Ahmedabdd;  and  he  made  fo  much  ex- 
pedition, tii.u  he  entered  the  mountainous  and 
ahnoft  impervious  country  of  the  Cooh'es,  before 
they  had  any  inteiligeace  of  his  march.  The 
two  principal  chiefs  of  the  banditti  were  Eder 
and  Lael.  Abdalia  fat  down  fuddenly  before  the 
caflle  of  Eder.  That  chief,  not  intimidated, 
marched  out  and  gave  him  battle.  After  an  ob- 
flinate  conflict  of  fome  hours,  the  Coolies  were 
obliged  to  fly.  Eder  took  the  way  of  the  defart ; 
and  left  his  caflle  and  treafure  to  the  victor. 
Lael,  in  ilie  mean  time,  was  on  an  excurfion  of 
depredation  in  another  corner  of  Guzerat.  He 
had  robbed  a  great  caravan  of  all  its  merchan- 
dize ;  and  it  was  the  news  of  this  misfortune  that 
direded  Abdalla  to  the  enemv.  Lael  had  under 
him  three  thoufand  horfe  and  twelve  thoufand 
foot :  but  Abdalla  had  been  reinforced.  The 
Cooli  did  not  decline  battle.  The  adtion  was 
bloody.  Victory  declared  for  Abdalla ;  and  the 
head  of  Lael,  who  was  flain  in  the  fight,  was 
placed  over  one  of  the  gates  of  Ahmedabad. 
Difturb-  The  infurrection  at  Guzerat  was  fcarce  quelled, 
Snli"  when  the  Afgans,  the  natives  of  the  mountains 
quanied.  between  India  and  Perfia,  revolted ;  and  iffuing 
from  their  hills,  laid  wafte  the  neighbouring 
country,  in  the  province  of  Cabul.  Shaw  Bee, 
governor  of  Cabul,  marched  againfi:  the  infur- 
gcnts.  They  had  the  folly  to  come  to  a  regular 
battle  with  that  Suba ;  and  they  were  defeated. 
Shaw  Bee  made  the  befl  ufe  of  his  vidory.     He 
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purfued  the  fugirives   beyond   Candahar;   and  re-     A.  D. 
ftored  his  province  to  its  former  tranquillity.  1*^^'^' 

Durinpj  the  refidence  of  Sultan  Purvez  in  1024. 
Brampour,  the  capital  of  Chandeidi,  Chan  Jehan,  ^^'  *^ 
already  mentioned,  as  an  Omrah  of  great  dif-ceV>inth 
tinction,  defcended  from  the  royal  family  of  Lodi,  Decan. 
commanded  the  Imperial  army,  in  fubordinatiou 
to  the  prince ;  and  pufhed  iiis  expeditions  into 
the  unconquered  kingdoms  of  the  Decan.  Ma- 
leck- Amber  was  at  the  head  of  the  confederacy 
againft  the  Imperial  invafion.  Nothing  of  con- 
fequence  was  done  by  Chan  Jehan,  on  account 
of  difputes  between  the  officers  of  the  army. 
The  prince  Purvez  was  ordered  to  take  the  co:t3- 
mand  in  pcrfon.  Upon  his  appearance  at  the 
head  of  the  Imperial  troops,  feveral  chiefs  fub- 
mitted  ;  and  paid  the  accullomed  tribute.  Ma- 
leck  Amber  flood  out  alone.  The  Rana  broke 
his  treaty,  and  appeared  in  arms.  The  danger 
alarmed  Jehangire.  He  had  a  better  opinion  of 
the  military  abilities  of  Sultan  Churrum,  than  of 
thofe  of  Purvez.  The  former  was  ordered  to  fu- 
perfede  the  latter,  which  was  at  once  reckoned 
unjufl  and  impolitic;  as  Churrum  was  as  much 
detefled  by  the  foldiers,  as  Purvez  was  beloved. 

In  the  m'^""h  of  June,  one  thoufand  Gx   hun-  Sultan 
dred  and  hxteen,  according  to  our  computation  of  ,.'!'^""'"* 
time,  the  prince  Churrum  marched  from  Ajmere  to  changed 
the  Decan.     His  father,  before  his  departure,  con-  fghllf.'^ 
ferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Shaw  Jehan,  or  King 
OF  THE  World.     This  name    he    retained  even 
after  his    accefiion  to  the  empire  ;    and    he   was 
diftinguilhed  by  it,  during  the   remainder  of  his 
father's  reign;  that  of  Churrum  being,  from  his  go- 
ing upon  the  prefent  expedition,  laid  for  ever  afide. 
The  friends  of  the  family  of  Timur,  reprefented 
to  the  emperor  the  danger  of  fending  the  younger 
to  fuperfede  the    elder  brother  ;     confidering  the 

H  2  animofities 
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A.  D.     aRimofities  which  fubfiRed  between  them.     "  Nd 
Hie."      "latter,"  faid  Jehangire,  "  let  them  fight  it  out* 
1025.      "  The  viftor  (hall  manage  the  war  in  the  Decan  : 
-'^t-~'^  "  the   vanquiflied    may    return    to     me."      'J  he 
fpeech  of  a   lunatic,    more  than  that   of    a  pru- 
dent prince.     Purvez,  however,  was  of  a  milder 
difpofition,  than  to  pufh  his   refentment   fo    far. 
He  quietly  refigned  the  command  :  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Shaw  Jehan,  much  againil  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  army. 
Forces  the      Shaw    Tehiin  havin;]:   carried   from   Ajmcre   a 

Driii'"CS  Or  •    *  •  •  "^ 

the  Decan  gfcat  reinforcement,  upon  his  arrival,  fet  the  ar- 
to  a  peace,  niy  in  motion  toward  the  enemy.  The  princes 
of  the  Decan  were  intimidated ;  and  they  were 
divided  among  themfelves.  They  retreated  at 
Shaw  Jehdn's  approach,  and  fent  ambaffadors  to 
fue  for  peace.  Shaw  Jehan,  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  eclipfing  Sultan  Purvez,  received  their 
fubmiliion  upon  eafy  terms.  Maleck  Amber, 
a^ain  defcrted,  had  the  refolution   not  to  accede 

o  .  ,  . 

to  the  pacification.  Shaw  Jehan,  anxious  to  re- 
turn with  his  laurels  to  court,  left  the  war  fuf- 
pended  by  a  partial  truce,  rather  than  finifhed  by 
a  folid  peace.  On  the  eleventh  of  Shawal,  of 
the  one  thoufand  and  tvventy-fixth  of  the  lligera, 
he  arrived  in  the  prefence  ;  accompanied  by  the 
princes  who  had  fubmitted  to  his  arms.  Their 
refpeQive  tributes  werefoon  fettled,  and  they  were 
permitted  to  return. 
C:i«.feof  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  was  by  no  means 
I'^'vV'"^' the  effeft  of  Shaw  lehan's   prudent  and  refolute 

JMd  l,,c-  1     n.         ^-t  r         •  »      J    1 

cet*.  conduce,      ihc  way   to   a  pacification  had  been 

paved  before  he  left  Ajmcre.  1  he  emperor,  juftly 
altonifljed  at  the  fmall  progrefs  of  his  arms  in  the 
Decan,  enquired  minutely  into  the  caufe.  C'hnn 
(^hanan,  who  managed  every  thing  under  Sultan 
Purvez,  was  fecretly  in  the  pay  of  the  enemy. 
He  clogged  every  meafurc  j    and  rendered  every 

expedition 
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expedition  of  no  effed.     He   long  endeavoured,     a.  d. 
by  his  friends  at  court,  to  prevent  the  removal  of      '^.'^• 
Purvez.     The  emperor  had  taken   his  refolution.      ,025. 
Shaw  Jehan  was  dertined  for  the  command  of  the  '>-»— ,— -w* 
army  ;  and  Chan  Chanan,  to   deprive  him  of  the 
honour  of  a  victory  over  an  enemy,  who  had  ap- 
parently refifted  all  his  own  and  his  pupil's  efforts, 
perfuaded    the  confederates   to  fue  for  peace,  in 
the  Imperial  prefence ;  without  alleging  their  fear 
of  Shaw  Jehan  as  anyways  conducive  to  their  of- 
fers  of    pacification.       The   emperor,    however, 
would  not  receive  their  fubmiluon,  but  through 
the  hands  of  the  prince  ;  anxious  to  raife  the  con- 
fequence  of  his   favourite  fon  in  the   eyes  of  his 
jubjects. 

In  the  month  of  December  of  the  year  one  The  em- 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixtcen,  according  to  the  n^oves^^' 
Chrirtian  sra,  the  emperor,  with  all  the  accuf-  from 
tomed  magnificence  of  his  march,  left  Ajmere.  ■^J'^''*'"'^" 
His  profefled  defign  was  to  approach  nearer  to 
his  army  on  the  frontiers,  to  give  them  fpirit  with 
his  prefence.  After  a  tedious  journey,  he  arrived 
at  Mando,  in  the  province  of  Malava  ;  and  took 
up  his  refidence  in  that  city.  He  did  one  very 
popular  action  on  his  march.  Palling  by  the  place 
where  his  fon  Chufero  was  confined,  he  ordered 
his  coach  *  to  flop  at  the  gate.  The  prince,  by 
his  commands,  was  brought  before  hiiti.  His 
chains  were  (truck  off;  and  he  v.as  placed  upon 
one  of  the  Imperial  elephants.  The  people  were 
overjoyed  at  the  releafe  of  Chufero.  His  affability, 
and  the  beauty  of  his  perfon,  recommended  him 
to  the  vulgar  ;  and  they  loved  him  on  account  of 
his  misfortunes.  Many  caufes  concurred  to  make 
ihe  emperor  adopt  this  meafure.  He  was  in- 
formed,   that  fome  friends   of  Shaw  Jehan  were 

*  The  fame  that  was  fent  him  as  a  prefent  by  our  James  I. 

plotting 
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A.  n,     plotting  a«];a!nrt  the  lite  of  Chufero.     'Ihe  minlf- 
l^."^-     ter,  Alnph  Jab,  .the  favQuriie  vSuItiina's    biothtr, 
1025*.      had  alto  behaved  ruJeiy  ip  tiie  unlortunate  prince, 
•*— ^< — '  and  betiayed    iyinptums  of  tliliike  and    revenge, 
t^haw  Jeban  was   prcbably  at  the    bottom  of  all. 
liis  frit^nus,  without  his  permillion,  would  fcarce 
have  attempted  the    lile    o[  his  brother  ;   and  he 
ha  J  been  h.tely  manitd  to  the  daughter  of  Alaph 
Jah.     The  emperor  was  enraged  at   their  wicked- 
nefs  and  prefumption  ;    and,    by  an  a6l  of  power, 
frullrated,  ior  the  time,    their  defigns. 
^J"rof         ^  ^^^  power  of  Noor-Mahil  over  the  emperor's 
ii:e  em-     afTcclions,  had  not  in  the  leall  abated.   She,  for  tiie 
P"*'^'        mod  pi^rt,  ruled  over  hi.i  withabfolute  fway:  fome- 
times  his  fpirit  broke  forth  beyond  her   controul. 
Her  brothel's  ahicince  w-ith  Shaw  Jehan,  kept  her 
in  the  interell  of  that  prince  :   and  her  averlion  to 
Chuferoand  Furvez  was  equal  toher  regard  for  him. 
An  edi-^t  was  ilfued  to  change  her  name  from  Noor- 
JN'Iahil  into  that  of  Noor-Jthan,  or  the  Light  of 
THE  World.     To  didinguiih  her  from  the  other 
wives  of  the  emperor,  flie  was  always  addreil'ed  by 
the  title    of  Shahe,    or    Emprels.     Her    nam.c 
was  joined  with  that  of  the  empeior,   on  the  cur- 
rent coin.      She  was  the  fpi'ing  which  moved  the 
great  machine   of   the    date.    Her    family    took 
rank  immediately  after  the  princes  of  the  blood. 
They  were  admitted,  at  all  hours,  into  thepreience; 
nor  were  they  excluded    from  the    moll   fecret 
apartments   of    the    feraglio.     By  her  influence, 
Chan  Azim,  the   late   vificr,   was    releafed   from 
bis  conlinemcnt   in  Gualiar,   and     admitted  into 
court. 
Trarf^c-        It  was  after  Jehangire's  arrival  at  Mando,   that 
iom't,Ti..-    the  affairs  of  the  Dccan  weie  fettled.     The  Kng- 
ring  it' re- lifli  ambaffador  remained  dill  at   court.     I'he   af- 
wlndo^'    fability  and  good-nature   of    Jchangire  did  not, 
for  fome   time,  overbalance  Shaw  Jehan*s    aver- 

fion 
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fion  to  the  Englifh  nation.     An  incident  at  Surat     a.  d. 
was  magnified    into   an    infult  upon  the   Imperial      '^]^- 
power,  by  the  prince  and   his   party.      1  he    am-      J027. 
baffador,  however,    removed   the  emperor's   jea-  '^-^--r''^^ 
loufy  :  and  he  had  the  addrefs  ro  gain,  at  lait,  the 
favour  ot"  the   prince,  the  minitter,  and   the  cm- 
prefs  ;   and  obtained  the  privileges  of  trade,  which 
were  the  object  of  his  embafly.     An   ambalfador 
from  Perfia  was  not    fo   Juccc-fsful:  he    ua«    re- 
ceived with  liirle  ceremony,  and   difmiiiVd  with  a 
coolncfs  little    ihort   of  contempt.     He  canic    to 
negociate  a  loan  at  the  court   ol"  Agra ;   and    Je- 
hangire  wa^*  in  no  humour  to  give  any  of  his  mo- 
ney away.      Ihe   emperor    even    dcfcended    into 
ineannefs,  on  the  occafion.    '1  he  Perlian  had  been 
ferved  in  all  neceffaries  from   court,     A  bill  v.'as 
ordered  to  be  fent  him,  when   he  aimounced  his 
defign  of  departing.     He  was  obliged  to   pay  the 
lafl:  farthing;  but  the  prefents  which  he  had  brought  ' 
for  the  emperor  were  valued,  and  dedutled  from 
the  fum  demanded. 

The  emperor,  having   fettled  the  affairs  of  the  Emperor's 
Dccan,  and   fpent  at   Mando   feventeen    months,  P'[^.^^f[*  "^^ 
in  hunting  and  other  rural  amufements,  marched,  and  retur» 
with  his  Lefcar,  or  great  camp,  into  the  kingdom  '*^  Agra, 
of  Guzerat.     In  the  latter  end  of  the  Autumn  of 
the  one  thoufand  and  twenty-feventh  of  the  Hige- 
ra,    he  arrived  at  Ahmedabad,  the  capital  of  Gu- 
zerat.    He  took,  from    that    city,    the  route    of 
Cambait  ;   where  he  had  ordered  (liips  and  magni- 
ficent barges  to  be  ready  for  him,  to  take  his  amufe- 
raent  on  the  ocean,  with  all   his  court.     He  was 
foon  tired  of  the  agitation   of  the    velfcls    on  the 
waves  ;  and   returned  to  Ahmedabad,  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  Ramzan,  of  the  year  one  thoufand  and 
twenty-feven.     He  did  not  long  remain  at  Ahme- 
dabad.    He  took  the  route  of  Agra,  and  arrived 
in  that  capital  after  an  abfencc  of  near  live  years. 

Soon 
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A.  T\         Soon  after   the   court  returned    to  Agra,    the 
j6.8.      good  old  vifier,  Ademad-ul-Dowla,  the  emperor's 
,027.      father-in-law,  gave  up  a  life,  which,   on  account 
'*'— -nr — -^  of  his  many  virtues,  had  become  dear  to  the  peo- 
charLcV^r    p'^"     ^^I'^^d  up  in  the  fchool  of  Adverfity,  Acte- 
f^i  the  vi   m^.d-ul-Dowla  had  learnrd  to  fubdue  his  pafTions, 
^"'  to    liften    to    the    didates     of    Reafon,     to    feel 

fo  the  misfortunes  cf  mankind.  Having  raifed 
himfelf  from  fervitude  to  authority,  from  indi- 
gence to  honour  and  wealth,  he  knew  the  duties 
of  every  (tation.  He  was  not  lefs  converfant  with 
the  world  in  practice,  than  he  was  from  his  ex- 
tenfive  reading  and  the  well-weighed  refledions 
of  his  own  mind.  An  oeconomifl  in  every  thing, 
but  in  charity,  he  was  only  covetous  of  wealth  to 
relieve  the  needy  and  the  poor.  He  chofe  rather 
to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  rank  by  the  num- 
ber of  his  friends,  than  by  that  of  domelUcs,  fol- 
lowers, and  flaves.  The  people  loved  him  as  a 
father,  but  feared  him  as  a  father  too  ;  for  he 
tempered  feverity  with  moderation,  and  lenity 
with  the  rigour  of  the  laws.  The  empire  flou- 
rifned  under  his  wife  adminiflration.  No  evil  but 
luxury  prevailed.  That  weed  takes  root  in  prof- 
perity  ;  and,  perhaps,  can  never  be  eradicated 
irom  fo  rich  a  foil, — The  emprefs  was  inconfola- 
ble  for  the  death  of  her  father.  She  propofed,at 
once,  as  a  proof  of  her  afFeclion  and  magnificence, 
to  perpetuate  his  memory  in  a  monument  of  folid 
filver.  The  imperial  architect  foon  convinced 
her,  that  a  metal  fo  precious  would  not  be  the 
molt  lafting  means  of  tranfmitting  the  vifier's 
fame  to  poiterity.  "  All  ages,"  faid  he,  "  are 
"  full  of  avarice  ;  and  even  the  empire  of  the 
houfe  of  Timur,  like  all  fublunary  things,  is 
fubject  to  revolution  and  change."  She  dropt 
her  purpofe ;  and  a  magnificent  fabric  of  ftone 
(till  retains,  in  Agra,  the  name  of  A6lemad-ul- 
Dovyla. 

J  E  H  A  N- 
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CHAP.      IV. 

D'lfpofitlon  of  the  court — Expeditionio  Sewalic — T/j£ 
emperor  in  Cafimire — Dijhirbances  in  the  Dccan 
— Prince  Chufero  murdered — Rebellion  of  Shaw 
Jebdn — He  is  repulfed  at  Agra — Defeated  at 
Delhi — Purfued  by  his  brother  Purvc-z. — Defeat- 
ed at  the  Nirbidda — He  reduces  Orixa,  Bengal 
and  Behar — He  marches  toward  the  capital — To- 
tally defeated  by  Purvez — Befieges  Brampour — 
In  great  dijirefs — •Hisfubmifflon — Candabar  loji  to 
the  empire, 

i  H  E  death  of  the  old  vifier  prodaced  no  alterati-     a.  p. 
onintheaffairsof  the  court  of  Agra.    Habituated,     'j^.'^- 
under  his  father,  to  public  bufinefs,  Afiph  Jah  was      1027. 
active  in  his  high  department ;  and  Jehangire  him-  ^TT^C^ 
felf  had  acquired  a  confiderable  degree   of  expe-  tidn^of  the 
rience  and  knowledge,  in  the  pad  years  of  his  reign,  court. 
The  favourite  Sultana  was  not  in  the  mean  time 
idle.     She  even  attended  to.tranfactions  in  which 
her  own  paffions  were  not  immediately  concerned  ; 
and  often  gave  feafonable  advice   to  her  conlbrt. 
She  had  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  the  emperor's 
mind,  that  he  feldom  durlt  attempt   any  material 
meafure  without  her   concurrence.     She  difpofed 
of  the  higheft  offices  at  pleafure  ;  and  the  great- 
eft  honours   were  conferred  at  her  nod.     Afiph 
was  attentive  to  his  filter's  humours.     He  knew 
ths  pride  and  haughtinefs  of  her  difpofuion  j  and 

he 
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A.  D.     ^le   for^^ot  the  equality  which    nature  gives   to  a 
j6i8.      brother,  in  a  profound  refpeft  tor  theeir.prefs. 
1028*.  J  oward  the  clofe  ot  tlie  year,  the  Raji<  B  rker- 

<-— J ^  nrajit  vas  fent,  with  a  confulerable   force,  to   the 

Lspeur-  mountains  oF  SewaUc,  to  the  ncrth-eall:  of  the 
rtt'  rro.m-  Gan.L:es.  In  the  numtTous  vallies  vvhich  interfeft 
t*»Ms  of  ^Yiixt  imnienfe  rid^e  ot  hills,  manv  tribes  lived, 
under  their  native  princes,  who  had  never  been 
fubdued  by  ttie  arms  of  the  followers  of  Mahom- 
med.  Safe  in  their  inaccefiiblc;  retreats,  they  of- 
ten ifl'ued  out,  in  a  depredatory  manner,  from 
their  f.ii'nefles,  and  harallcd,  with  incurfions, 
the  northern  provinces.  Bickermaiit,  atier  hav- 
ing encountered  with  great  difficulties,  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  their  country,  and  lat  down  be- 
fore the  fort  of  Eangurra,  which  was  fituated 
upon  a  rocky  mountain,  and  thought  impregna- 
ble. It  fell  foon  into  his  hands  ;  but  the  reduc- 
tion of  all  the  tribes  was  not  finifhed  till  the  clofe 
of  the  fucceeding  year.  Twenty-two  pelty  princes 
agreed  to  pay  a  certain  tribute ;  and  they  fent 
hoifages  to  Agra,  as  fecuriiies  for  their  future 
obedience, 
/arupg-        The  eleventh  of  Zicada  was  rendered  remark- 

^«bc  born,  ^^j^  ^,^  ^^^  |^jj.^j^  ^r  ^  ^^^   jQ    ^^^  p|.j^^g  gj^^^  jg^ 

han,  by  Sultana  Kudfia,  the  daughter  of  Afiph 
Jah.  Jehangirc,  who,  from  his  affedion  to  his 
ion,  was  highly  pleafed  with  this  increafe  in  his 
family,  called  the  infant  Aurungzlbf,  or  the 
Ornament  of  the  Throne. — To  avoid  the  ap- 
proaching heat  of  the  feafcn,  the  emperor  rcfolved 
to  remove  his  court  to  the  delightful  country  of 
C'afi-imire.  Shaw  Jeiian  accompanied  his  father 
in  his  progrcfs.  1  hey  entered  the  mountains  of 
Sewalic,  in  their  vay,  and  vihted  the  fort  of 
Kangurra,  which  had  fome  time  before  furren- 
dered  to  Bickcrmajit.  jehr.ngire,  in  a  pretended 
^tfal  for  religion,  ordered  all  the  images  of  the 

gods 
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gods  of  the  Hindoos,  which  were  found  in  a  tern-     A.  D. 
pit:  wi chill  the  fortrefs,  to   be   broken   to   pieces;       j^'|' 
ami  he  allilteu  in  confecraring   the   place  for  the      1025. 
vvorfhip  of  Cod,  afier  the  manner  prefcribed  in  """^t      ' 
the  Coran. 

In  his  pro-refs  to  Cafhmire,  the  emperor  was  ^''^""■"of 
met  by  (.nan  Alum,  from  111s  embaiiy  to  the  f^^or  10 
court  of  Perfia.  Jehangire.  after  refleding  upon  Perfia. 
the  contemptuous  treatment  which  he  had  given 
to  the  Perfian  ambalfador,  had  refolved  to  remove 
any  coldnefs  which  might  arife  on  that  account, 
between  the  two  empires.  He,  for  that  purpofe, 
had  difpatchcd  Chan  Alum,  with  magnificent 
prefents  to  Shaw  Abas  of  Perfia.  This  noble- 
man was  received  with  every  mark  of  refpect. 
The  treaties  between  the  two  crowns  were  re- 
newed and  confirmed ;  and  the  Perfian  loaded 
him  with  rich  prefents,  accompanying  them  with 
a  letter  of  friendOiip  to  Jehangire;  without  men- 
tioning the  injurious  reception  of  his  own  minif- 
ter  at  the  Indian  court. 

Jehangire,  fond  of  making  progrefTes  through  The  great 
his  extenfive  dominions,  made^  this  year,  great  proved.™" 
additions  to  the  convenience  of  travelling.  Con- 
rid;:;rable  fums  were  iffued  from  the  treafury,  for 
inending  the  great  roads  of  the  empire.  Wells 
were  dug  at  the  end  of  every  two  miles ;  and  a 
building  for  the  reception  of  wayfarers,  was 
ereded  near  each  well.  This  im.provement  be- 
gan on  the  road  to  Cafhmire,  where  Jehangire 
arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1029.  He 
was  highly  pleafed  with  that  mod  beautiful  pro- 
vince. The  principal  valley  of  which  it  confifts, 
being  much  more  elevated  than  the  plains  of  In- 
dia, is  cool  nnd  pieafant  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of 
the  year.  A  profound  tranquillity  reigning  over 
all  the  empire,  Jehangire  remained  many  months  . 
in  Cafhmire.     Pie  went  daily  to  the  chace ;  and 
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A  D.     wandered,  afrer  a  variety  of  rural  pleafures,  over 

Vit^!      ^^^  ^'^^^  ^^  that  charming  and  flourifhing  country. 

IOZ9.      He  did   not   return  to  Lahore,  till   the  month   of 

"""^     '      ^  Mohirrim  of  the  year  that  fucceeded  his  arrival  at 

Canimire. 
!!u^e"?n  ^^^    emperor    had    fcarce   arrived   at   Lahore, 

theDccan. '^vhen  he  received  advices,  that  the  princes  of  the 
Decan,  who  had  engaged  to  pay  a  certain  tribute, 
had  driven  away,  by  force,  the  deputies  who  had 
been  fent  to  receive  it.     The   refrattory   tributa- 
ries backed  this  violent  meafure  with  an   army  of 
fixty  thoufand  horfe.     They  encamped  at   Balia- 
ponr.     The  chiefs  of  the  confederates  were  Nizam- 
ul  Muluc,   Adil  Chan,  and  Cuttub.     They   were 
defcended  of  the  Mahommedan  princes,  who,  at 
the  fall   of  the  P^itan   empire,  had   affumed   the 
Itate  and  independence  of  princes  in  the  Decan. 
Fha^v^e-         jehangire,     upon    receiving    this    intellitjencc, 
jjueii  the    immediately    dilpatched    Shaw   Jehan    to    Agra, 
iniurgeiitr.  He  gavg  him  a  comniiflion  to  command    the   Im- 
perial army  Rationed  in  and  near  that  city.     The 
prince   did    not    continue    long   at    Agra.     He 
marched,    oa    the    twentieth    of    Siffer,    toward 
Brampcur,     His  force  confilled  of  forty  thoufand 
horfe.     Abdul    HulTein,    an   experienced   olTicer, 
was  his   fecond   in   command.     Letters   came   to 
the  prince,  on  his  march,  from  the   Imperial  go- 
vernor of  Mando,  that  a  confiderable  detachment 
of  the  enemy  had  croffed  the  Nirbidda,  and  were 
laying    wnfle   the  country.     Abdul   HulTein   was 
immediately    detached    againfl    them,    with    five 
thou  land  horfe.     That  general  came  up   with  the 
plunderers,    defeated    them,  llevv    many    on    the 
ipot,  and  purfucd  the  fugitives  to  the  hills.     1  he 
prince  himfelf  continued  his  route  to  Brampour. 
TbereVis      Chan  Chanau,  who  commanded  at  Brampour, 
was   in   a   manner  bcfieged    in   that   city   by   the 
fn^my.     They    had   traverfed    the    provinces    of 
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Berar  and  Chandeifh  ;  and  fpread   their  devaftati-     a  D. 
ons  to  the  gates  of  Brampour.     The  Imperialilts      '^.;°- 
recovered  their  fpirit,  upon   the   prince's   arrival      102I". 
with  an  army  ;  and  the  hopes   of  the  infurgents  "^-^(-^ 
began   to    vaniih.     Some   petty    Rajas,  who   had 
joined  the  confederates,  took  the  fii  It  opportunity 
of  throwing  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  Shaw  Jehan. 
They  were  pardoned,  but  obliged  to   pay   the  ar- 
rear  of  their  tribute,  which  amounted  to  fifty  lacks. 
The  Mahommedan    princes,    being    deferted  by 
the  Hindoo  Rajas,  their   troops    mutinied,    and 
diflentions  rofe  in  their  councils.     They  fepurated 
in  difguft  and  defpair,  each  to  his  own  territory. 
Shaw  Jehan  divided  his  army  into  five  parts,  and 
followed  the  rebels.    In  the  fpace  of  a  few  months, 
without  any  confiderable  adion,  he  reduced  the 
infurgents    to    their    former    obedience ;  forcing 
them  to  pay  the  arrears  of  their  tribute,  which 
was  now  fettled  at  the  annual  fuin  of  fifty-five 
lacks  of  roupees. 

When  Shaw  Jehan  had  received  orders  from  his  Chufer» 
father  to  quell  the  dilturbances  in  the  Decan,  he  delivered 
requeued  that  his  brother,  the  unfortunate  prince  hands  of 
Chufero,  might  be  put  into  his  hands.  He  had  often  ^haw  je- 
made  the  fame  requeft  before,  but  to  no  effecl.    '"" 
Jehangircjuftly  doubted  his  fincerity,  when  he  pro- 
fefied.  that  it  was  a  regard  for  a  brother  that  induced 
him  to  wifh  to  have  Chufero  in  his  poffeiTion.    He 
knew  the  ambition  of  Shaw  JehAn  :  he  Rill  had 
an  affedion  for  Chufero.     Afiph  Jah,  even  the  fa- 
vourite Sultana  had  gone  into  the  views  of  Shaw 
Jeh:in;    but  the  emperor  remained  long  inflexi- 
ble.    Shaw  Jehan,  for  fome  time,  feemed  to  drop 
his  defigns.     He,  in  the  mean  time,  grew  daily 
in  his  father's  elleem  ;  and  Chufero  declined  in 
proportion  as  his  brother  rofe.     When  the  alarm- 
ing  news  from  the  Decan  arrived  at  Lahore,  the 
emperor's  hopes  refled  all  on  Shaw  Jehjn.     1  he 

artful 
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J^-  n.     artful  prince,  in  the  critical   moment,    renewed 
'hj^''      his  requefl,  with  regard  to  Chufero,  and  he  was 
1030.      delivered  into  his  hands. 
^~ — ''~^-^      Though  Noor-Pvlahil  had  been  formerly  in  the 
TheSui-    interell  of  Shaw  Jehan,  The  had  lately  many  rea- 
r-iib  his     fons  to  alter  her  opmion  concerning  that  prmce. 
defignr,.      pj^^j-  penetrating  eye  had  pierced  the  veil  which 
he  had  drawn  over  his  defigns.     She  faw  the  great 
lines  of  ambition,  and  an  unrelenting  perfeverance 
in  purfuit  of  power,  in  all  his  conduft.     She  com- 
municated her  fuipicions  to  Jehangire :  (he  told 
him,  that  Shaw  Jehan  mud  be  curbed ;  that  he 
manifeilly  afpired  to  the  throne;  that  all  his  ac- 
tions tended  to  gain  popularity  ;  that  his  apparent 
virtues  were  hypocrify,  and  not  the  olTsprmg  of 
a  crenerous  and  honed  mind ;  and  that  he  waited 
but  for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  throv/  oft  the 
malk  of  deceitful  duty  and    feigned   allegiance. 
The  emperor   was   co!ivinced ;    but    it    was    too 
late.     Chufero  was  already  in  the  hands  of  Shaw 
Jehan ;  and  the  latter  was  at  the  head  of  an  army. 
Silence  now  was   prudence  ;     and    a    melancholy 
anxiety  fucceeded  to  condefcending  weaknefs. 
Chsraaer        Chufero,    though  popular   on   account  of  the 
fero'^"'      beauty  of  his  perfon,  and  his  misfortunes,  was  a 
prince  of  a  haughty  difpofition.     He  u  as  govern- 
ed by   furious  paflions.     His  mind  was  in   a  per- 
petual  agitation,    without  pointing  to  any    end. 
He  was  now  volatile   and  cheerful  ;    now  dark 
and  fullen.     He   often    laughed  at    misfortunes  ; 
he  was  often    enraged  at   trifles  ;  and   his    whole 
condui^l:  betrayed   every  mark  of   an    infanity  of 
minJ.      His  judgment  was    little :    his  memory 
weak.     He  always  preferred  the  lad  advice,   hav- 
ing no  power  of  mind   to    diflinguidi    propriety, 
no  retention  to   make  jud  conipnrifons.     His  de- 
figns were  therefore  often  ill-founded  ;  his  actions 
irrefolute  and  undccifive,  and  they  always  termi- 
nated 
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nated  in  difgrace  and   ruin.     Yet  he   had   fome-     A.  D. 
thing  about    him  that  commanded  refped  in  the     ^^^' 
midft  of  his  infirmities.     Nobody  could   look  at      lo-,©. 
his    conduct  without    difgufl;   none  obferved  his  ^*'^''^*^ 
manner  or  faw  his   perfon   without   refi-ard  and   a 
kind   of  efteem.     Had   he   not    been    foured    by 
misfortunes,  he  was  naturally  of  a  generous  and 
tender    dilpofition  ;  but  adverfity  flopping  up  the 
current  of  his  mind,  threw  it  out   of  its  channel, 
and    he,  at  laft,  became    indifferent    concerning 
his  own  fate. 

Snaw  Jeh?n,  for  fome  time,  affeded  to  treat  MeisaiM- 
the  unfortunate  Chufero  with  attention  and  re- ^^"^'^*^^- 
fped.  But  this  was  a  delufive  gleam  before  a 
{form.  His  defigns  were  not  yet  ripe  for  execu- 
tion. To  remove  Chufero  would  be  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  till  other  obllacles  to  his  own  ambition 
were  removed.  Fortune  favoured  his  defigns. 
His  fnccefs  in  the  Decan  raifed  his  reputation  ; 
the  plunder  of  the  enemy  furnifhed  the  means  of 
gaining  for  him  the  army.  They  exprelTed  their 
inviolable  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  views. 
He  threw  o!T  the  mafk  at  once.  He  difregarded 
the  mandates  of  the  court  of  Agra  ;  and  to  com- 
plete his  crimes,  he  ordered  the  unfortunate  Chu- 
fero to  be  aflafl'mated  by  ruffians,  under  the  walls 
of  Azere.  He  afiumed,  foon  after,  the  Imperial 
titles  ;  laying  the  foundation  of  his    throne  in   a 

brother's  blood.  Manner  of 

Though  all  mankind  were  convinced,  that^^^  ^^"^ 
Shaw  lehan  was  acceflarv  to  the  murder 
of  Chufero,  he  had  taken  previous  meafures 
to  conceal  the  intended  crime.  When  he  had 
quelled  the  infurreftion  in  the  Decan,  he  became 
apparently  melancholy,  and  pretended  to  fall  into 
a  difeafe.  His  friends  vi'erc  lull  of  anxiety.  One 
only  was  in  the  fecret  ;  and  he  began  to  infinu- 
ate,  that  the  prince  had  received  intelligence,  that 
Jehangire  had  determined  to  raile  Chufero  to  the 

throne. 
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A.D.     throne.     He  expatiated  upon  the  uncertain  fate 
'^.-'-     of  Shaw  Jehan  ;    and   upon   the    doubtfulnefs  of 
lojo.      their  own  fortune,  as  conneded  with  that  prince. 
"^"-^t — -^  One  Raja  Bandor,  a  notorious  villain,  underftood 
the  meanin.-;   of  Shaw    Jehan's  friend.     In  hopes 
of  a  reward,  he  went  at  midnight  to  the  tent  of* 
ChuTero,  and  pretending  a  mefl'age  from  the  em- 
peror, he  was  admitted  by  the  attendants   of  the 
prince,    without   fufpicion.     He   found   him   faft 
allcep,  and  ftabbed   him    to   the  heart.     The  fa- 
vourite wife  ot  Chufero,  the  daughter  of  the  vifier 
Chan  Azem,  came  to  her  huloand's  tent    in  the 
morning.     She  found  him  cold  in  his  blood  j  fhe 
filled  tiie  camp  and  the  neighbouring  city  of  Azere 
with  her   cries.     She   ran    about  diflracted,  and 
called  down  the  vengeance  of  God  upon  the  mur- 
derers.    Shaw  Jchan,    v/ho  had  removed  to  the 
country  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  returned  upon 
the  news  of  Chufero*s    death,    and  fliewed  fuch 
apparent  fymptoms  of  grief,  that  he  was  believed, 
for  fomc  time,  innocent   of  the  murder, 
the  pm-       '1  he  news  of  the  death  of  Chufero  came  foon 
Fa^ed  at     ^^   the  cmperoi's   ears.     Retaining  ftill  fome  af- 
themur-    fedion  for  his   unfortunate  fon,    he  was  fliocked 
at  the  murder,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  grief.     He 
fufpecled  Shaw  Jehan,  but  common  fame  had  not 
yet   fixed   the  crime  on    that  prince,      jehangire 
wrote  a  public  letter  to   him  and   his  principal  of- 
ficers, figniiying  that  he  was  determined  to  make 
a  (liict  and  fevere   enquiry  concerning   the  aflaf- 
fination ;  and  that  he  would   punifh  the  murder- 
ers with  the  utmofl:  rigour.     He  ordered  the  body 
to  be  dug  up  from  the  grave  and  examined.     He 
openly  accufed  Shaw  Jehan  ;     who,  finding  him- 
felf difcovered,  refolved  to  continue  in  his  rebel- 
lion. 
Apo'oay        'j[-|^g  author  of  the  life  of  Shaw  Jehan,  afcribes 
Jehu.).       hir,  rebellion  to  the  violence  and  ambition  of  the 

favourite 
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favourite  Sultana.     That  woman,  fays  the  writer,     A.  n. 
finding  that   the  health  of  the  emperor  declined,      \^^^' 
was  apprehenfive   that  the  crown  would  devolve      1C30. 
on  Shaw  Jehan  ;  who   had,  for  Tome  time,  been  "-"^r^-^ 
the  determined  enemy  of  her  influence  and  power. 
She,  therefore,    refolved   to   ruin   the  affairs   of 
that  prince  ;  and  to  fix  the  fucceflion  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Shariar,  the  fourth  fon  of  Jehangire,  who 
was  married  to  her  own  daughter,  by  her  former 
hufband  Shcre  Afkun.     Her  abfolute   dominion 
over  the   emperor  obtained  credit  to   her  afper- 
fions.     She  actually  procured  a   promife   for    an 
alteration  of  the  fucceflion  :  and  it  was   the  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  this  circumffance,   continues 
his  apologift,  that  drove  Shaw  Jehan  to  extremes. 

Though  Shaw  Jehan's  defigns  upon  the  throne  He  af- 
were  no  fecret,  he  did  not  aifume  the  Imperial  fu^esthe 
titles  till  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fecond  Jem-  tides!" 
mad  of  the  one  thoufand  and  thirty-firft  of  the 
riigera.  He  immediately,  with  a  numerous 
army,  took  the  route  of  Delhi,  where,  at  that 
time,  his  father  refided.  I'he  news  of  his  march 
flew  before  him,  and  reached  the  ears  of  Jehan- 
gire. That  monarch  became  anxious,  irrefolute, 
and  perplexed  ;  and  to  complete  the  confufion 
in  his  councils,  advices  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
received,  that  Shaw  Abas,  king  of  Perfia,  at  the 
head  cf  a  great  force,  had  furprifed  Candahar. 
The  emperor  was  thunderffruck  at  this  double 
intelligence  of  approaching  misfortune.  The  re- 
bellious prince  had  the  flower  of  the  Imperial 
army  under  his  command.  Jehangire,  as  thelafl 
refort,  had  recourfe  to  policy.  Inflead  of  arm- 
ing for  his  own  defence,  he  dilTembled  his  know- 
ledge of  his  fon's  intentions.  He  wrote  him  af- 
fedlionate  letters  from  day  to  day.  He  praifed 
his  former  adlions.  He  commended  his  prefent 
alacrity,  in  coming  fo  expcditioufly  againft   the 

Vol.  III.  N  Perfian. 


63 


THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 


A  P.    Perfian.     Shaw  Jehan  was  not  to  be  flattered  out  of 
'J^"-      his  defigns.     He  faw  thro'  his  father's  policy,  and 
iof'i.     he  gradually  advanced  ;  but  being  overtaken  by 
'^-^j^-^  the  rain?,   he  was  obliged  to  halt  fome  months  at 
Mando,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Malava. 
Shaw  Jehan  in  his  march  made  the  firft  hoftiie 
Isrcpulfed  attempt  upon  the  caftle  of  Agra.    In  that  fortrefs 
at  Ag.a.    ^^^  lodged  a  great  part  of  the  Imperial  treafure. 
Upon   the  news  of   the  prince's  departure   from 
Mando,  the  emperor  fent  Afiph  Jah,  thevifier,  to 
tranfport  the  treafure  from  Agra  to  Lahore.     Eta- 
bar  Chan,  who  commanded  the  fortrefs,  was  un- 
-willing  to  rifk  the  treafure  on   the  road,  as   the 
news  of  Shaw  Jehan's  near  approach  was  arrived. 
The  importunities    of  Afiph  prevailed.     Etabar 
•w-ith   a   party   efcorted    the    treafure :    fome   of 
the  enemy  appeared  in  view.     Etabar  immediate- 
ly retired,  with  his  convoy,  to  the  caftle  of  Agra  ; 
and  Afiph  made  the   beft  of   his   w:  y  to  Delhi. 
Shaw  Jeh^n,  immediately  upon  his  arrival,  order- 
ed the  caftle  to  be  aflaulted  ;    but  Bickermajit, 
•who  commanded  the   attack,  was  fo  warmly   re- 
ceived, that  he  was  glad  to  retire,  with   the  lofs 
of  five  hundred  men.     The  prince,  enraged  at 
this  difappointment,  delivered  up  to  plunder  fome 
of  the  nobility's  houfes  at  Agra ;  and  then  took 
the  rout  of  Delhi. 
His  de-         The  prince  having  advanced,  formed  his  camp 
wi't'thcT  at  Feridabad.     The  city  of  Delhi  was  alarmed  : 
the  emperor  perplexed.     A    letter,  in  the  mean 
time,  was  brought  to  him  from  his  rebellious  fon. 
Shaw  Jehan  demanded.  That  the  command  of  all 
the  Imperial  troops  fhould  be  given  to  him  with- 
out referve :   that  orders  ftiould  be  fent  to  the  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces  to  receive  all  their  future 
inftruclions  from  his  hands :  that  permifiion  Ihould 
be  given  him   to  receive,    into  his  pofleflion,  all 
the  warlike  ftores ;  that  he  ftiould  have  accefs  to 
the  royal  magazines  and  treafures  to  fupply  him 

with 
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with   every  neceffary,  for  carrying  on    the  war     A.  D. 
againft:  Perfia  :  and    that    the  impregnable  caflle      ]^"* 
of  Rentimpour  fhouM  be  placed  in  his  hands,  as      1032. 
a  place  of  fecurity  for  his  family,  againft  the  ma-  '^--ni'"^*-' 
chinations  of  the  Sultana,  during  his   abfence  in 
the  north. 

Jehangire  was  enraged  beyond  meafure  at  pro-  refufcd. 
pofals  which,  if  granted,  would  actually  dethrone 
him.  His  refentment  and  pride  got  the  better  of 
his  temporizing  timidity.  He  iflued  out  an  edidl 
declaring  his  fon  a  rebel,  fiiould  he  not  difoand 
his  army,  and  return  to  his  duty,  by  a  certain 
day.  Another  edicl  confifcated  all  his  eftates,  by 
recalling  the  grants  which  had  been  given  him,  for 
a  magnificent  fubfiftence.  The  eftates  were  con- 
ferred upon  Sultan  Shariar ;  Vv'ho  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  inverted  with  a  commiffion  to  carry  on, 
with  the  utmoft  vigour,  the  Perfian  war.  Ruftum 
Suffavi,  an  experienced  and  able  officer,  was 
placed  next  in  command  to  the  prince  in  the  ex- 
pedition. Ruftum  was  himfelf  a  Perfian,  a  near 
relation  to  Shaw  Abas,  and  deduced  his  paternal 
defcent  from  the  Imperial  family  of  SuiFvi. 

The  Imperial  edicts  made  no  imprefTion  on  Preparatf- 
Shaw  Jehan.  The  emperor  flew  from  the  pen  to  ons  againft 
the  fvvord.  The  troops  ftationed  near  the  capital 
flockjd  to  his  ftandard  :  others  joined  him  from 
the  provinces.  Afiph  jah  and  the  Sultana  had 
forefeen  the  ftorm,  and  the  adherents  of  the  em- 
peror were  on  their  march  to  Delhi,  when  the 
rebel  prince  was  on  his  route  from  the  Decan. 
Jehangire,  in  a  few  days,  faw  forty  thoufand 
horfe  under  his  command.  Scarce  ten  thoufand 
of  thefe  v/ere  of  the  ftanding  force  of  the  empire, 
fo  that  Shaw  Jehan  had  ftill  a  manifeft  fuperiority. 

The  river  Jumna,  being  in   the  dry  feafon  offjeendea* 
the  year  fordable,  the  emperor    crofted   it  ;    and  vours  to 
both  armies  arrived  at  Belochpoor,  and  remained  condua.' 
feme  days  in  hourly  expedations  of  a  battle.     The 

N  2  prince, 
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A.  D.  prince,  in  the  mean  time,  endeavoured  to  excufe 
1622.  i^js  Q^vn  condu£l,  by  affirtning,  that  he  was 
.o'J.      driven    to  extremes,  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Sul- 

■■ ,--^  tana  againfl  his  power.     She  carried,  he  faid,  all 

before  her    with  the  emperor  ;  and  to  throw  dif- 
grace  upon  him,    perfuaded   Jehangire   to  order 
him  to  the   Perlian   war,    without  the  neceflary 
fupplies  of  money  and  warlike  ftores.     He,  there- 
fore, alleged,  that  his   demands  had   been  made 
in  fo  peremptory  a   manner,  merely   becaufe   he 
did  not  conhder  his  father  as  a  free  agent,  fwayed 
and  commanded  as  he  was  by  the  pernicious  coun- 
fels  of  a  vindictive  and  ambitious  woman.     Thefc 
allegations  lelTened  his  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  fu- 
perficial  ;  and  tended  to  (Irengthen  in  his  army, 
the  attachment  to  his  intereft,  which  he  had  pur- 
chafed  with  donations. 
Diarefs  of      The  emperor  was  impatient  to   come  to  aflion 
the  empe-  ^^.[^^  j^jg  fgn.     Afiph  Jah,  the  vifier,  oppofcd  this 
ineafure,  by  affirming  that  it  was  imprudent   to 
rifque    all,    with  a  fmall   force,  while   reinforce- 
ments were  daily  expecled.     The  emperor  fufpect- 
ed  his  fidelity  ;  and  he  had  fome  reafon.     Afiph 
was  "faid  to  have  provided  againft  all  events,  by 
keeping  up  a  correfpondence  with   Shaw   Jehan. 
His  enemies  affirmed,  that  it  was  his  advice  which 
haftcncd  the  prince  from  the  Decan ;  though  this 
an-rees   but    little    with    the   preparations    which 
yVfiph  had  made  againfl:  Shaw   Jehnn   from   fore- 
feeing  his   rebellion.     Jehangire,    however,    be- 
lieveid  his  minifter  guilty.     He  gave  himfelf  up 
to  rage  and  defpair. 
IH.dream.      in'the  heat  of  his  imagination  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  he  fell  afleep  in  his  tent.     He  dreamed  that 
he  faw  a  pole  fixed  in  the  ground,  before  the  Im- 
perial palace.     On  the  top   of  the  pole,  which 
almofl:    reached    the    fkies,    a   meteor   feemed   to 
play,  and    to  lighten   the  whole  world  with  irs 

fplendor. 
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fplendor.     An  elephant  came  from   the  weft  and     A.  d. 
overturned  the  pole.     The  meteor   fell   and   ex-      [1;"^' 
pired  on  the  ground,  leaving  the   whole  earth  in      1032. 
profound  darkncfs.     Jehangire   flarted   from  his  '^•"^t'^^ 
bed.     Naturally   fuperftitious,    he   forefavv  fome 
coming  evil  in  his  dream.     lie  related  it,  in  the 
morning,  to  his  Omrahs.     None  ventured  to  in- 
terpret it ;  and  when  they  flood  in  filence  in  the 
prefence,  a  courier  arrived,  with  advice  that  Mo- 
habet  Chan,  with  all  the  forces  of  Punjab,  was  at 
the  diftance  of  a  few  miles  from   the  Imperial 
camp.     This    fudden    and  unexpected   reinforce- 
ment   diflufed  an    univeifal   joy.     The   emperor 
cried  out,  That  his  dream  was  interpreted.     Mo- 
habet  joined  the  army  in   the   evening ;  and  pri- 
vate orders  were  immediately  ilfued  to  the  officers 
to  prepare  for  action  by  the  dav/n  of  day. 

The  Imperial  army  was  in  motion  while  yet  it  He  pre- 
was  dark ;  and  Shaw  Jehan,  apprized  of  their  bSe.°' 
march,  did  nof  decline  to  engage.  He  advanced 
apace.  The  two  armies  came  in  fight  of  each 
other  oppofite  to  Tuglick-abad.  The  Imperialills 
were  commanded  in  chief  by  Afiph  Jah,  the 
vifier,  who  was  pofted  in  the  center.  Mohabet 
Chan  had  charge  of  the  right  wing ;  Nawafis 
Chan,  of  the  left.  Abdalla  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced guards,  confifling  of  three  thoufand  horfe. 
The  Emperor  himfelf  flood  behind  the  center ; 
and  to  encourage  the  generals,  fent  to  each  fome 
prefents,  as  a  mark  of  his  confidence  and 
favour. 

Some  of  the  rebel  lords,  who  thought  they  The  adio« 
were  giving  good  advice  to  Shaw  Jehan,  pre- ^^^'''^^' 
vailed  upon  him  not  to  expofe  his  perfon  in  the 
field.  He  retired  to  a  fmall  diftance ;  and  Raja 
Bickermajlt  marlhalled  his  troops  in  order  of 
battle.  The  Raja  placed  himfelf  in  the  center  : 
Raja  Bime  commanded  the  right,  Darab  Chan 

the 
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the  left  wing.  The  a<5l:ion  was  begun  by  the  ad- 
vanced guards  on  both  fides.  Thofe  of  Shaw  Je- 
han  were  defeated,  at  tiie  firfl:  onfet,  by  a  ftrange 
accident.  Abdalla,  uho  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  Imperiahits,  fpurring  on  his 
horfe  among  the  enemy,  with  a  few  officers  in 
the  fecret,  joined  the  rebels.  His  troops,  mif- 
taking  their  commander's  perfidy  for  valour, 
rufhed  forward  to  fupport  him  ;  and  having  en- 
gaged the  enemy  hand  to  hand,  drove  them  back 
upon  their  own  line. 
Shnwje-  Afiph  Jah  took  immediate  advantage  of  the 
leTted!"  confufion  occafioned  by  the  flight  of  \shaw  je- 
han's  advanced  guard.  He  prefled  forward  with 
the  center  of  the  Imperialifls,  and  came  to  adion 
with  Raja  Bickermajit.  The  Ihock  was  violent, 
and  the  battle  continued  obftinate  for  fome  time. 
Both  the  commanders  exerted  themfelves  to  the 
utmoff.  At  length  the  fortune  of  Afiph  prevailed. 
Raja  Bickermajit  fell,  pierced  through  the  head 
with  an  arrow.  The  center  of  the  rebels  imme- 
diately fled  ;  and,  at  that  inftant,  Mohabet  drove 
the  left  wing  from  the  field.  Raja  Bimc,  in  the 
mean  time,  preflTed  hard  upon  Nawafis  Chan, 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  Impe- 
riaiifls.  The  dufl:  was  fo  great,  that  the  contend- 
ing  armies  were  involved  in  darknefs.  They  felt 
for  each  other  with  their  fwords.  Nawafis  was 
driven  from  the  field.  Many  of  his  oflicers  were 
killed,  and  fome  taken  prifoners.  Raja  Bimc, 
imagining  he  was  returning  after  a  complete  vic- 
tory, fell  in  with  the  troops  of  Afiph  Jah.  They 
mixed  undiftinguifhed  with  each  other.  Slaugh- 
ter and  confufion  reigned.  Wounds  were  in- 
flided  at  random.  Chance  governed  all.  Every 
individual  confidered  himfelf  as  in  the  midft  of 
ten  thoufand  foes.  The  armies  retreated  to  their 
camps.     The  field  was  left  to  the  dead. 

Both 
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Both  parties,  at  firfl:,  claimed  the  honour  of    A.  D. 
the  viftory,  but  the  confequences   declared  it  to      '^''j-^' 
belong  to  Jehangire.     Though  both  the  emperor      1032. 
and  Shaw  Jehan  had  been  kept  out  of  the  line  at  ^r^^^f^^^ 
the  beginning  of  the  a(!lion,  by  the  ainduity  of  i^^ 


nuces 


their  friends,  when  the  battle  became  hot,  they 
mixed  with  their  refpedive  armies.  Bickermajit, 
obferving  the  emperor,  prelTed  forward  to  feize 
him ;  but  in  the  attempt  was  llain.  The  fpirit 
of  the  rebels  fell  with  their  leader.  Shaw  Jehan 
prefented  himfelf  to  the  runaways  in  vain.  Nei- 
ther threats  nor  promifes  would  do.  A  panic 
had  feized  them ;  and  though  the  prince  cried 
aloud.  That  he  himfelf,  as  good  and  as  brave  an 
officer  as  Bickermajit,  was  alive,  they  liftened 
not  as  they  palled,  and  foon  fled  beyond  the  power 
of  hearing, 

Shaw  tehan  became  almofl:  difl:ra£led  with  his  during  the 
misfortunes.  He  refolved  ferioufiy  to  prevent  *' 
future  mifery  and  diftrefs,  by  an  immediate  death. 
His  adherents,  however,  prevailed  upon  him  to  re- 
treat. He  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Mewat ;  his 
army  falling  off  as  he  fled.  Jehangire  was  the  more 
aft;oniflied  at  his  good  fortune,  the  more  it  was 
unexpetSled.  When  the  nev/s  of  Abdalla's  trea- 
chery was  brought  him,  he  had  given  all  over 
for  lofl:.  He  dillrufted  Afiph  Jah  ;  and  he  fent  a 
mefl^enger  to  recal  him  from  the  front,  when  that 
minifter  was  upon  the  point  of  engaging  the 
enemy.  Fortunately  for  the  emperor,  the  mef- 
fenger  did  not  come  up  to  the  vifier  till  the  affair 
was  decided.  The  latter  obeyed  Jehangire,  and 
brought  him  the  news  of  victory. 

The   battle   was   fcarce   decided,  when   Sultan  Sultan 
Purvez,    in    confequence  of  his   father's  orders,  ^."'"'"^^  f^" 

'  T  .  '  rives  111  the 

arrived  from   Allahabad,  m  the  Imperial  camp.  camp. 
Jehangire   received   him  with   an  excefs  of  joy. 
The  victory  over  his  rebellious  fon  had  elevated 

his 
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A,  D.  ^^is  fpirits,  and  diflipated  all  his  fears.  He  fent 
»f'3-  his  feraglio  before  him  to  Agra ;  and  raifed  Pur- 
,C3^2.  vcz,  under  the  tuition  of  jNIohabel,  to  the  com- 
'"-"^f^^-y  mand  of  the  army.  Shaw  Jthan,  in  the  mean 
time,  with  a  few  adherents,  purfued  his  way  to 
the  Decan  j  and  Purvez  was  ordered  to  follow 
him  with  a  confidcrablc  force.  The  fugitive 
prince  (lopt  with  his  adherents,  to  refrefh  them- 
felves  at  the  river  Geniva.  Purvez,  in  the  mean 
time,  came  up  ;  a  cannonade  enfued,  and  the 
Imperialifls  having  forced  their  paflage,  Shaw 
Jehan  retreated  with  precipitation. 
Affairs  In  We  muft,  for  a  moment,  lofe  fight  of  the 
thtDcuui.  p^Ij^^^^^  in  the  misfortunes  of  his  adherents. 
The  emperor  in  his  extreme  alfedlion  for  Shav/ 
Jehan,  had,  while  yet  he  remained  in  his  duty, 
fubmitted  to  his  government  an  extenfive  divi- 
fion  of  the  empire,  confifting  offcvcral  provinces. 
In  that  number  was  the  rich  kingdom  of  Guzc- 
rat.  Bickermajit,  who  was  llain  in  the  a6lioii 
near  Delhi,  had  been  governor  of  that  province  ; 
and  when  he  joined  the  prince  in  his  expedition 
againfl  his  father,  Suffvi  Chan  was  left  in  the 
fuperintendency  of  Guzerat.  Abdalla,  whofe 
perfidy,  in  deferting  his  fovereign  in  the  late 
battle,  we  have  already  mentioned,  was  rewarded, 
by  the  prince,  for  his  treachery,  with  the  go- 
vernment vacant  by  the  death  of  Bickermajit. 
Unwilling  to  leave  the  prince  in  his  diltrefs,  Ab- 
dalla difpatches  his  friend  Offadcr  Chan  to  com- 
mand, in  the  mean  time,  in  that  province.  Of- 
fadcr arriving  with  a  fmall  force,  at  Ahmedabad, 
the  capital,  difplaced  Suflvi  Chan,  the  Imperial 
governor.  Sufivi  fled  to  IJankfi.  He  wrote 
Irom  thence  to  Nafir,  the  g'overnor  of  Patan. 
Undcrfianding  that  SufFvi  was  no  llranger  to  the 
inarch  of  Sultan  Dawir  Buxfn  the  fon  of  Chufe- 
ro,  under  the  tuition  cf  his  maternal  grandfather 

Chan 


J    E     H     A     N    G     I     R    E.  75 

Chan  Azem,    to  command  for  the  emperor  in     A.  u, 
Guzerat,  Nafir  blamed   him  for   his  liisrht.     He      '/'''* 
met  SuftVi,  with  a  force  at  Caperbeniz.     They     103/. 
refolved  to  march  to  Ahmedabad  :  and  fetting  for-  '""•"^i      ' 
ward  in  the  evening,  they  arrived   next  morning 
under  the  walls  of  the  city.     Dividing  their  forces 
into  three  bodies ;    each    body   attacked  a  gate. 
The  elephants  broke  them  open  :  the  ImperialilU 
entered,  and  Offader  wasfeized. 

Shaw  iehan,  after  the  rencounter  at  the  River -h^nv  ja- 
Geniva,  Hed  to  Ivlando,  the  capital  of  Malava.  tv  dtte'u- 
News  was  brought  to  him  in  that  city,  that  Guze-  «^  »'^  'ju- 
rat was  Io(l.  lie  was  much  affedted  ;  but  Ab- '^"'^^"" 
dalla  made  light  of  the  matter.  That  Omrah 
marched  toward  Ahmedabad  with  feven  thoufand 
horfe.  When  he  arrived  at  Waflet,  he  found 
Suffvi,  now  the  Imperial  Suba,  ready  unexpectedly 
to  receive  him.  This  lord,  finding  that  prince 
Dav.'ir  BuxHi  and  Chan  Azem  had  lagged  on  their 
march,  provided  himfelf  with  an  army.  He  poflcd 
his  forces  about  twelve  miles  from  Ahmedabad. 
Abdalla  endeavoured  to  turn  his  rear.  He  was  pre- 
vented by  the  vigilance  of  Suffvi ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, refolved  to  come  to  battle.  Dividing  his 
army  into  three  columns,  he  advanced,  in  that 
order,  upon  the  enemy.  Nafir  Chan  fupported 
Suffvi,  with  his  courage  and  conduce.  The  bat- 
tle was  obitinate.  Many  officers  of  rank  fell  on 
the  fide  of  Abdalla.  He  was  routed  with  great 
flaughter.  He  fled  to  Surat.  The  country  peo- 
ple cut  off  the  greatefl  part  of  the  fnattered  re- 
mains of  his  followers  in  their  retreat.  He  foon 
after,  with  a  few  troops,  betook  himfelf  to  Bram- 
pour. 

The  prince  Purvez  and  Mohabet,  after  the  *af- I'^rvez  de- 
fair  at  the  river  Geniva,  returned  to  the  Emperor,  J^'ifat'"' 
who  was  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Fattcpour.  the  Nir- 
The  difturbances  in   Guzerat  convinced   Jehan-  ^"^'^'*" 
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gire,  that  the  flames  of  civil  war  could  be  only 
extinguifhcd  by  the  total  ruin  of  Shaw  Jehan. 
He,  therefore,  ordered  Purvez  and  Mohabet  at, 
the  head  of  the  Rajaputs,  in  the  Imperial  pay, 
to  purfue  the  rebel  and  to  take  him  alive.  Shaw 
Jehan  left  Mando,  with  a  refolution  to  try  his 
fortune  in  a  battle.  He  paffed  the  river  Nirbid- 
da  and  threw  up  works  to  defend  the  ford.  He 
■was,  by  this  time,  reduced  to  great  diflrefs.  His 
adherents  gradually  deferted  him.  He  became 
tired  of  hoftilities  which  promifed  no  fuccefs. 
He  fent  to  his  brother  Purvez,  for  very  moderate 
terms.  Purvez,  by  the  advice  of  Mohabet, 
amufed  him  v.iih  hopes,  without  coming  to  any  de- 
termined point.  Ihe  ufual  precautions  were  ne- 
gle6led  on  the  fide  of  Shaw  Jehan  ;  and  Mohabet, 
who  watched  an  opportunity,  croffed  the  river 
and  furprized  him  in  his  camp.  He  was  defeated 
with  great  flaughter. 

Shaw  Jehan  fled  from  the  field,  through  Gol- 
conda  ;  and  then  took  the  route  of  Orixa,  to 
Bengal.  'Ihe  governor  of  Orixa,  Ahmed  Beg, 
Hed  on  the  prince's  approach.  That  province 
was  given  to  Kulli  Chan,  one  of  Shaw  jehan's 
adherents ;  whilfl  he  himfelf  advanced  to  Burd- 
wan,  and  took  pofiefTion  of  that  diftritt.  He  did 
not  continue  long  at  Burdwan.  Ibrahim,  go- 
vernor of  Bengal,  had  collecled  all  his  forces  to 
Raja  Mahil,  to  oppofe  the  unexpected  invafion ; 
and  Shaw  jehan  marched  toward  the  place. 

When  the  prince  had  arrived  within  a  few  miles 
of  Raja  Mahil,  the  Suba  abandoned  that  fortrefs 
as  untenable.  He  retreated,  in  good  order,  to 
the  fort  of  Tellia-Gurri ;  which  had  been  built 
to  defend  the  pafs  between  the  mountains  and  the 
Ganges.  In  the  fort  were  a  number  of  Euro- 
peans. He  flrengthcned  them  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  his  belt  troops,  whilft  he  encamped  his 

army 
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army  on  the  oppofite   bank  of  the  river.     Shaw     a.  d. 
Jehan,  upon  his  arrival,  inverted  the  fort  of  Tel-      '6f4- 
lia-Gurri.     He  made  little  impreffion  ;  the  Euro-      /ost 
peans  being   excellent   gunners    and    engineers,  ^r-^ 
He  attempted  to  crofs,  but  was  repulfed,  having 
but  a  few^  boats.     A  neighbouring    Raja,  how- 
ever, provided  the  prince  with   a   fleet  of  boats  ; 
and  in  thefe    he  tranfported   two  thoufand   horfe! 
Ibrahim,  finding  that  he    was  to    be  attacked  in 
his  camp,  croffed  the  river  in  his  turn.     He  drew 
up  in  order  of  battle,    againll  the  prince  ;   but  in 
the  aftion  his  troops  were  defeated  and   he   him- 
felf  ilain.     Bengal  fell,  with  the  Suba,  from  the 
empire.     Rumi,  the   chief  engineer  of  Shaw  Je- 
han, in  the  mean  time,  found  means  to  carry  a 
mine,  under  the  fort  of  Tellia-Gurri,  and  blew 
up   about    twenty  yards   of    the    rampire.     The 
place  was  taken  by  aflault,  and  the  garrilbn  put 
to  the  fword. 

Shaw  Jehan,  after  this  great  and  unexpefted  P'^"^=»i 
faccefs  attending  his  arms,  marched  to  Dacca,  ^'"^"''''» 
where  Ibrahim,  the  late  Suba,  had  depofited  his' 
own  and  the  Imperial  treafure.  He  no  fooner 
appeared  before  Dacca,  than  it  furrendered. 
Forty  lacks  of  roupees  were  found  in  fpecie,  be- 
fides  jewels,  much  fpoil,  and  warlike  ftores. 
Dacca  was  the  lafl  place  in  Bengal,  that  held  out 
for  the  emperor.  The  Rajas,  the  hereditary  go- 
vernors of  diflrias,  and  all  thofe  who  held 
eftates  of  the  crown,  crowded  into  the  court  of 
the  prince  ;  and  with  prefents  and  proffers  of 
allegiance,  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  poffeffions. 
The  whole  kingdom  received  a  new  fovereign  - 
undDarab,  ,the  fon  of  Chan  Chanan,  was  raifed 
to  the  high  office  of  Suba  under  Shaw  Jehan. 

The  ambition  of  the  prinx:e  was  not  to  be  con-  ^"'^  Eehsr. 
fined  to  Bengal.     He    turned  his   eyes    upon  the 
*idjoinmg  province  of  Behar.     He  fcarce  had  per- 
mitted 
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A.  D.     mitted  his  army  to  breathe  after  the  conquefl:  of 
^^.^'^-     Dacca,  before  he  led  them  in  to  Behar.     Muchlis 
,033.     Chan,  the  Imperial  governor  of   that   province, 
^—^r-^""^  fled  to  AUahabad,  at  the  approach  of  the  prince. 
The  gates  of  Patna,  the  capital,  were  left  open  to 
receive  him.     He  kept  his  court  in  the  Suba's  pa-r 
lace.     The  Zemindars  crowded,    from  all  quar- 
ters, into   the  city,  made   their  fubmiffion,  and, 
with    prefents,    obtained  his  favour.     But  what 
was  of  greater  confequence    to  the  prince,  Mu- 
barick,    governor  of    the   impregnable     fort   of 
Rhotas,  which  had  never  been   taken   by   force, 
came  and  prelented  to  him   the  keys.     Shaw  Je- 
han  was    exceedingly    rejoiced    at    this    piece  of 
good  fortune.     He  had  now  a  place  of  fecurity 
for  his  family  j  and  he  found  his    mind,  as  alle- 
viated from  care,  fitter   to  encounter  the  dangers 
of  the  field  and  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune. 
He  divides      xhe  princc  having  reftored  the  civil    govern- 
into^three   ment  of  Behar,  which  had  been  ruined  by   his 
parts.         invafion,  raifed  Nafir  Chan  to  the  office  of  Suba. 
He  himfelf  took    again  the  field.     He    divided 
his  army  into  three  parts.     The  firfl  he   placed 
under  the  command  of  Abdalla,  who  had  been 
lately  fo  unfortunate  in   Guzerat.     He  ordered 
that  ofFrcer  to  proceed  to  Allahabad,  with  his  di- 
vifion ;    to  drive  away  the  Suba  of  Behar  from 
thence,  and  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  place.    Deria 
Chan  was  placed,  by  the  prince,  over  the  fecond 
divifion.     That  general   was  ordered   to  reduce 
the  country  round  Jionpour.     The  third  divifion 
Shaw   Jehan,  in    perfon,  commanded.     He   ad- 
vanced, by  very  flow  njarches  to  Benarls,  hearing 
complaints,  deciding  caufes,  and  fettling  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  as  he  went. 
Pii-vr7ad-      Fortune  hitherto  favoured  the  arms  of  the  re- 
r"rd  Vim.  bellious  prince.     Purvez  with  Mohabet  Chan  had 
purfucd  the  fugitives,  from  the  afl^air  at  the  Nir« 
*  bidda. 
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bidda,  into  the  heart  of  Golconda.  At  Hydra- 
bad  they  gave  over  the  purfiiit  ;  and  began  to 
employ  themfelves  in  refettling  the  affairs  of  the 
Decan,  which  the  rebellion  of  Shaw^  Jehan  had 
very  much  deranged.  The  news  of  the  lofs  of 
the  eaftern  provinces  alarmed  Mohabet :  Even 
Jehangire,  who  paffed  his  time  in  voluptuoufnefs, 
with  his  favourite  Noor-Mahil,  was  rouzed  from 
his  lethargy.  He  difpatched  exprefs  after  exprefs 
to  Purvez.  The  march  of  Shaw  Jehan  toward 
the  capital,  determined  Mohabet  to  endeavour 
to  intercept  him  on  his  way.  He  marched  with 
Purvez  through  Malava  and  Behar.  He  croffed 
the  Jumna  at  Calpe,  and  the  Ganges  at  Babere. 
The  Imperial  army  came  up  with  Deria,  who 
commanded  one  of  the  three  divifions  of  the  re^* 
bels,  at  Manicpour.  He  was  inftantly  defeated  ; 
and  he  fell  back  to  Benaris.  Abdalla,  at  the 
fame  time,  evacuated  Allahabad,  and  joined  Shaw 
Jehan.  A  council  of  war  was  called.  Their  de- 
liberation was  {hort.  They  refolved  to  give  im- 
mediate battle  to  Purvez  and  Mohabet. 

1"he  refolution  was  fcarce  taken,  when  the  ini'  Prepirari- 
perialifts  appeared  in  fight.  No  time  was  to  be  tlo^f'^'  *'^' 
lofl:.  Shaw  Jehan  drew  up  his  army  on  the  banks 
of  a  brook  called  Tonidi.  Abdalla  commanded 
the  ri;^'ht  wing ;  Nafir  Chan  the  left  ;  the  prince 
himfelf  took  his  pofl  in  the  center.  The  ad- 
vanced guards  were  commanded  by  Raja  Bime  : 
and  the  whole  field  was  marfhalled  by  Sujait 
Chan,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  referve  in 
the  rear.  The  artillery,  under  the  direclion  of 
Rumi,  was  drawn  up  in  one  place  before  the 
center,  inftead  of  being  difpofed  properly  along 
the  line.  The  army  of  the  rebels  exceeded  fortv 
thoufand  horfe :  the  Imperialifls  were  more  in 
number. 

Mohabet,    in   the   mean  time,    was  not  idle.  T'lf  army 
He  formed  in  order  of  battle  the  army  of  Prince  jS'"^ 

Purvez. 
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A.  D.  Purvez.  His  fuperiority,  in  point  of  numbers, 
J^.'g'  enabled  him  to  out-flank  the  enemy.  The  parti- 
103:.      culars   of   his  difpofirion  are    not  related. — The 

^^"'■^<'~"'*^  adion  was  begun  by  the  artillery  on  the  fide  of 
Shaw  Jehan.  But  more  than  a  thoufand  fhot 
■were  expended  before  one  took  place  :  the  enemy 
being  yet  at  too  great  a  dirtance,  Mohabet 
would  not  permit  his  artillery  to  play,  till  he 
was  fure  of  doing  execution.  The  cannonade 
continued  near  an  hour.  Some  of  Rumi's  guns 
were  dilmounted,  his  men  were  driven  from 
others.  Shaw  Jehan  immediately  ordered  his 
advanced  guard  to  charge  a  body  of  the  Impe- 
rialids,  who  were  coming  forward,  with  hady 
ftrides,  to  feize  his  artillery.  The  two  advanced 
parties  fought  with  great  bravery.  Thofe  of 
Shaw  Jehan  at  length  gave  ground.  Raja  Bime, 
who  commanded  them,  preferred  death  to  flight. 
He  flood,  with  a  few  gallant  friends,  and  was  cut 
to  pieces. 

'o-.)iiy  lie.      Mohabet,  obferving  the  defeat  of  the  enemy*s 
advanced  guard,  came  forward  brifkly,    with  his 
whole    line  ;     and  fell,  with  great  fury,  on   the 
center,    where  Shaw  Jehan  commanded  in  per- 
fon.     The  fliock  was  violent,    but  did   not  laft. 
The  prince  was  driven  back  from  his  guns,  which 
were  feized   by    Mohabet.      Sujait    Chan,    who 
commanded  the  referve  of  the  rebels,  threw  him- 
felf  into  the  interval  left  by  Shaw  Jehan's  retreat. 
He  fought,  for  feme    time,  with  great  bravery, 
and  furnidied  the  prince  with  an    opportunity  of 
rallying  his  broken   fquadrons.     But  Sujait  was, 
in  his  turn,  defeated  ;  and  driven  back  in    great 
confufion.     Shaw  Jehan  advanced  to  the  charge  : 
but    advice    was   brought   him,  that   Nafir   was 
defeated  on  the  left  ;   and  that  fome  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  palfed  his  flanks,  were  feen  advancing  in 
his  rear. 

The 


feated. 
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The  defperate  fituatlon  of  the  prhice  fug^eflerl     A  D. 
to  him  a  defperate  refolution.     He  advanced  as  if      ^^^^'^' 
he  heard   not  the   mefl'enger,  and    plunged  into      1033. 
the   thickeit  of  the  enemy.     He  was  followed  by  '^--^r^>-' 
five  hundred    horfe.     This  fniali    body,  devoting  f^'s  biave- 
themfelves  to   death  with  their    leader,  were  irre-  '^'^' 
fiflible.     They   effefted  more  by  defpair  than  the 
whole  army    had    done  by    courage.      Mohabet 
received  a  check,  when  he  lead  expected  it.     He 
began  tojetreat :  but   Shaw  Jehan  was    not   pro- 
perly fupported.     His  officers  confidered  the  bat- 
tle as    loft,    and  refufed   to    advance.     Abdalla, 
who  had  hitherto  maintained  his  ground   on  the 
right,  received  a  meflage    from   the  prince.     He 
returned  for    anfwer,  that    all  hopes    of   victory 
were  gone,  and    that  the  beft  retreat  they  could 
make,    was  now    the  only  thing   left     them  by 
fortune.     The  prince  was  enraged.     He  refolved 
to  die.     His  companions,  feizing  his  horfe  by  the 
reins,  forced  him   from    the  field.     He  fled   not, 
but  he  was  carried  to  the  fort  of  Rhotas.     The 
rich  plunder  of  his  camp   faved  him  from  being 
purfued. 

Sultan  Purvez  and  Mohabet,  having  ftopt  for  He  flies 
a  few  days  to  refrefli  their  army,  after  the  fa- g-^'^rd  the 
tigues  of  a  long  march  and  an  obftinate  battle, 
took  the  route  of  Bengal.  Shaw  Jehan  left  his 
family  in  the  fortrefs  of  Rhotas.  Vie  colleded 
the  remains  of  his  defeated  army.  He  marched 
to  Patna,  and  prepared  to  defend  that  city.  He, 
however,  evacuated  the  place  at  the  approach  of 
his  brother.  He  fled  through  Eencral.  Purvez 
was  clofe  at  his  heels.  Shaw  Jehan  took  the 
route  of  ihe  Decan,  by  the  way  of  Cuttack* 
Bengal,  Behar  and  Orixa  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Purvez.  ^  That  prince  and  Mohabet  fpent 
(@me  time  in  refettling  the  government  of  the 
three  provinces ;  and  when  the  current  of  regula- 
tion 
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A.  T).     lion  and  law  was  reflored   to  its  ancient  channel, 
J^^j^^-     they  inarched  after   Shaw  Jchan  into  the  Decan, 
1034.     by   the  northern  road. 
"""■"^(--■^^      Though  Shaw  Jehan's  afTairs  were,  to  all  ap- 
r-ftHeges     pearance,  ruineci,  he  found  refources  in  his   own 
jrdn  pour,  j^^c^j^^g  mind.     During  the  time    that  Purvez  and 
Ivlohabet  remained  in  the  recovered  provinces,  he 
fou'.id  means  to  attach  to  his  party  the    Raja   of 
Ambere.     By  the  junclion   of  the  Raja's    forces, 
he  found  himfelf  in   a    co.nditi6n  to  fit  down  be- 
fore the  city  of  Brampouri     He  had  reduced  it 
to  great  diilrefs,  when  the  Imperial  army,  under 
Purvez  and    Mohabet,  arrived   on  the  banks   of 
the  Nirbidda.     He  had  not  a  force  fufEcient  to  op- 
pofe  them  :    he  raifed  the  fiege,  and  took  flielter 
in  the  mountains  of  Ballagat.     In  his   retreat  he 
made  an  attempt  on   the  caflle    of  HaiTer.     This 
is  a  (Irong  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of  ChandeiOi. 
It  ftands   upon  the   top  of   a   mountain  :    it  has 
fprings  of  Vv-atcr,  and  of  good  foil  a  fufficiency  to 
maintain  with  its  produce  foiir  thoufand  men.     As 
all    accefs    to    the   fortrefs    is    impradticablc,    he 
might  have    waited  there    for  the    charige    which       J 
time  niight  make  in  his  fortunes.     He  was  re-      M 
pulfed.  * 

W-:  pfTairs  This  lattcr  piece  of  bad  fuccefs  completed  the 
Tun-.cd.  riiin  of  his  party.  His  nobles  firfl  defertcd  him  ; 
and  they  were  followed  by  the  private  fcldiers. 
•  A  thoufand  horfe  only  remained.  His  fpirits 
funk  within  him  ;  his  misfortunes  opprefled  him  ;  ' 
his  guilt  and  folly  were  r.Kvays  prefent  to  his 
inind.  Sicknefs  was  added  to  his  other  miferles. 
He  was  hunted,  like  a  wild  beaft,  from  place  to 
place.  All  mankind  were  his  enemies  ;  and  he 
was  their  foe.  Where  he  thought  he  could  not 
overcome,  he  fled  :  he  fprca  J  dcvaflation  through 
places  where  he  could  prevail.  He  was,  how- 
ever, tired  of  rapine  j  v.orn  down  by  contention 

and 
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and  hoflility.     He  vrote  letters  of    compunction     A.D. 
to  his  father.     He  enlarged   on   his    own   guilt ;      'j^?|' 
he  even  added,  if  poffible,  to  his   own  wretched-      1034. 
nefs  and  misfortune.     Jehangire  was  often  full  of 
afFe£lion  ;  he  was  always  weak.     He  was  (hocked 
at  the    miferable   condition    of  a  fon,  whom    he 
once  had  loved.     His   tears  fell   upon  the  part  of 
Shaw  Jehan's    letter  which  mentioned  guilt ;  and 
his  crimes  vanifhed  from  memory. 

In  the  midlt  of  this  returning  foftnefs,  Jehan-  He  is  par- 
gire  was  not  altogether  void  of  policy,  He  wrote  °"^  * 
to  his  fon,  that  if  he  would  give  orders  to  the 
governors  of  Rhotas,  of  Azere,  and  other  places, 
which  were  ftill  held  out  in  his  name,  to  deliver 
up  their  forts  ;  and  fend  his  three  fons,  Dara, 
Aurungzebe,  and  Murad,  to  court,  and  at  the 
fame  time  accompany  them,  he  would  be  forgiven 
for  his  pad  crimes.  Shaw  Jehan  embraced  the 
offer  with  joy.  He  delivered  up  the  forts  ;  he 
fent  his  children  to  Agra.  He,  however,  found  vari- 
ous pretences  for  not  appearing  in  perfon  at  court. 
He  alleged  that  he  was  afhamed  to  fee  a  father 
whom  he  had  fo  much  injured  ;  but  he  was  adually 
afraid  of  the  machinations  of  the  favourite  Sul- 
tana. He  made  excurfions,  under  a  pretence  of 
pleafure,  through  all  parts  of  the  empire,  attend- 
ed by  five  hundred  horfe.  He  was  fometimes 
heard  of  at  Ajmere,  fometimes  at  Tata  on  the 
Indus ;  and  again,  in  the  Decan.  Candaliar 

In  the  rebellion  of  Shaw  Jehan,  we  lofl  fight  empii 
of  the  Perfian  invafion,  under  Shaw  Abas.  The 
fovereigns  of  Perfia  had  long  laid  claim  to  the 
city  of  Candahar.  They  endeavoured  often  to 
obtain  it  by  negociation,  and  often  by  force. 
They  had  failed  in  the  firft  ;  and  they  were  not 
fuccefsful  in  the  latter,  till  the  civil  diflraclions 
of  India  fuinilhed  them  with  an  undifturbed  op- 
portunity of    befieging    the  place.      When  the 

Vol.  III.  O  Perfian 
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Perfian  invafion,  happened,  Candahar  was  but 
nightly  garrifoned.  The  place,  however,  held 
out  with  vigour,  till  Shaw  Abbas  appeared  be- 
fore it  in  perfon.  It  furrendered  to  that  monarch  ; 
and  the  news  of  the  misfortune  met  Ruftum  Suf- 
favi  at  Lahore,  as  he  was  on  his  march  to  relieve 
the  befieged.  The  Perfians,  after  the  capture  of 
Candahar,  retreated  ;  and  Jehangire,  having  oc- 
cafion  for  all  his  troops  to  quell  domefticdiilarb- 
ances,  fat  filently  down  with  the  lofs. 
Jf  tfe'iiV-  Shaw  Abas  had  fcarce  retreated,  when  the 
becks.  Uibeck  Tartars,  encoura^^ed  by  his  fuccefs  and 
the  civil  diflentions  in  Hindoflan,  invaded  the 
province  of  Ghizni,  and  took  feveral  fniall  forts. 
When  the  news  of  this  invafion  arrived  at  court, 
Chana-zad,  the  fon  of  Mohabet,  was  fent  from 
Cafhmire,  with  fome  troops,  to  oppofe  the  invaders. 
This  young  officer  attacked  them  with  vigour  on 
all  occafions,  and,  in  general,  with  great  fuccefs. 
They  were,  at  length,  after  an  obltinate  and 
bloody  war,  which  continued  nine  months, 
driven  out  of  the  empire.  The  conqueror  pur- 
fued  the  fugitives,  and  laid  wafle  a  part  of  their 
country. 


J  E  H  A  N- 
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CHAP.      V. 


M oh  abet  in  favour— A  ccufed  of  inf  ended  ireafon—- 
Ordered  to  court — Machinations  of  his  enemies — 
Indignities  offered  him — He  refolves  to  feize  'the 
emperor — He  takes  him  in  his  tent — Defeats  the 
vifier — Conde?nns  the  Sultana  to  death — But  par- 
dons her — Governs  the  empire — Attacked  by  the 
citizens  of  Cabul — he  lays  down  his  power — 
Obliged  to  fly — Sent  againji  Shaw  Jehan—Death 
of  prince  Purvez — His  charader — Death  of 
Chan  Chanan. 

1  HE  valour  and  abilities  of  Mohabet,  in  con-     A.  d. 
dueling  the  war   againft  Shaw  Jehan,  raifed  fenti-      hjj^.' 
ments  of  gratitude    in  the  breaft   of   Jehangire.      '035. 
His  fon,  Channa  Zad,  had  been   lately   gratified  ^.^habet 
with  the  government  of  Cabul  ;  and  others,    his  in  high  fa 
relations  and  friends,  were  advanced  to   lucrative  ^'°"'^' 
and  honourable  employments.     The  great  vidory 
near  Benaris  confirmed  the  emperor's  high  opinion 
of  Mohabet,    and    the   news  of    that  important 
event  filled  him  with  excefiive  joy.     His   grateful 
feelings  for  his  general  rofe  in  proportion  to   the 
decreafe  of  his  fears  for  his  throne.     Thefe  fenti - 
ments,  however,    did  not  long   continue.     Mo- 
habet had  a  great  many  enemies :     his    fovereign 
had  but   little    firmnefs.     The    abilities   of   the 

O  2  former 
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A.  n.     former  had  raifed  envy  ;  and  nature  had  given  to 
''j*5-      the  latter  a  difpofition  too  eafy  and  pliant,  to   be 
1035.      proof  againfl  mifreprefentation.     To   explain  the 
'>— '-^f— *^  caufes  of  an  event  which    alinoft    transferred  the 
empire  from  the  houfe  of  Tiinur  to  other   hands, 
we  mil  ft  look  back  to  fome  circumftanccs  prior  to 
this  peiiod. 
Accufedof      Chan  Chanan,  mentioned   as  the  tutor  of  Pur- 
intendcd    ^g^,  in  his  government  of  Candeifh,  had,  through 
fome  difgufl:,  attached  himfelf  to  the  fortunes  of 
Shaw  Jehan,  when  that  prince  fucceeded  his  bro- 
ther in  the  command  of  the  Imperial  army  in  •^he 
Decan.     It  was  by    that  lord's   advice,    that    he 
cut  off  Chufero  :   by  his  advice  he  rebelled  againft 
his  father.     He  accompanied    the   prince  in   his 
expedition  to  Agra  and  Delhi  ;  and,    though    he 
took  no  part  in  the  fatigues  of  the  field,  he  ruled 
in  the  cabinet.  When  the  affairs  of  Shaw  Jehan  be- 
came defperate,  after  his  retreat  to  the  Decan,  he 
advifedhim  to  fue  lor  a  pardon,  through  his  brother 
Purvez,  to  whofe  temper    and  charader  he  could 
have  been  no  flranger.     When  he  arrived  in  the 
Imperial  camp,  he  found  no  difpofition  in  Moha- 
bet  to   relinquifti  by  terms,  the  advantages  which 
had  been  obtained  by  the  fword.     Having  failed 
in   his   endeavours    for    the   prince,    he    applied 
for  himfelf.     Mohabet  was  fliocked  at  this  reite- 
ration of    treachery;     and  he    perluad^^d  Purvez 
to  throw  him  and   his  family  into    prifon.     The 
latter  were  fent,  under   an    efcort,   to  Agra  ;  he 
himfelf  was  detained,    in    clofe   confinement,  in 
the  camp,  and    his  eftate   was  confiicated  by    an 
Imperial  edict. 
The  After  the  decifive  battle  near   Benaris,  the  pro- 

proundr  of  yjj^^^   of    Bcniral,    which   had    been  reduced  by 
lation.       Shaw  Jehan,  fell  at  once   into  the    hands   of  the 
conquerors.       Purvez,    who    had    a    commiffion 
from  his  father  to    govern  the  eaflern   provinces, 

conferred 
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conferred  the  fubafhip  of  Bengal  upon  Mohabet,    a.  d, 
who  fent  his  fon  Channa  Zad,    lately  arrived    in      '^?5. 
the     irmv,     to    manage    his    government    in   his      1055'. 
own  abfence.     Dara,    the  fon  of  Chan   Clianan,  ~w^,-^^ 
had  been  made  fuba  of  Bengal,  by  Shaw  Jehan. 
That  young   lord  was  feized  by  the   people,  and 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  Channa  Zad,  as  foon 
as   he  arrived  at  the  capital  of  the  province.     He 
immediately  fent  Dara  to  his  father  ;  who,  having 
informed  the  emperor  of    that   circum (lance,  re- 
ceived orders  to  put  him  to  death,  as  an  obllinate 
rebel.     Mohabet  obeyed,  and  fent  the  unfortunate 
fuba's  head  to  Agra. 

Chan  Chanan,  though  confined  in  the  camp  of  nisene- 
Purvez,  found  means,  by  letters,  to  infinuate  "^'*'*/'^ 
himfelf  into  the  good  graces  of  the  Sultana,  and 
her  brother  the  vifier.  The  two  lafl:  had  been 
long  the  enemies  of  Mohabet ;  and  the  former 
imputed  the  death  of  his  fon  to  that  lord,  and 
was  refolved  to  revenge  the  injury.  He  wrote  to 
the  Sultana  :  he  fent  letters  to  Afiph.  He  in- 
formed them  that  Mohabet  was  forming  defigns 
to  raife  Purvez  to  the  throne.  This  was  carried 
to  the  emperor's  ears.  He  ordered  Chan  Chanan 
to  be  releafed  :  and  that  Omrah,  who  remained 
with  Purvez,  accufed  Mohabet,  by  letters  to  the 
emperor,  of  intended  treafon. 

Jehangire,  naturally  fufpicious,  was  alarmed.  The  em- 
The  ipirit  of  jealoufy  and  diflrufl:  took  pofleffion  ^TaTmed. 
of  his  mind.  He  forgot  the  fervices  of  Mohabet 
in  his  own  fears.  He  ordered  him  to  court  ;  and 
raifed  Chan  Jehan  Lodi  from  the  government  of 
Guzerat  to  the  command  of  the  army  under 
Purvez.  Mohabet,  before  the  emperor's  orders 
arrived,  had  fet  out  with  Purvez,  for  Bengal, 
He  had  been  guilty  of  a  negledt,  which  gave 
colour  to  the  accufations  of  his  enemies.  The 
elephants  taken  in  battle  are  Imperial  property. 

Thele 
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A.  D.     Thefe  he  had  retained,  together  with  the  prefcnts 

yjp-      which  his  fon  Channa  Zad   had  received   in  re- 

1035.     fettling  the  province.    A  fccond  peremptory  order 

-•^j    -^  was  fent  to  him.     He  was  acquainted,    that  he 

was  appointed    to    the    fubafhip  of  Punjab ;     but 

that  the  emperor  deprived  him  of  Lahore,   which 

had  been  ufually   annexed    to    that  government. 

He  was  thundeiflruck  at    the  fudden   change  in 

the  emperor's  mind.     He  refolved   to  obey.     He 

went  to  take   his   leave  of  Purvez.     'J'he    prince 

was  cold  and   ftately  ;  and   feemed   to  forget   his 

friend  in  the  difpleafure  of  his  father. 

Mnhabet        Senfiblc  of  his  own  abilities,  confclous  of  Jiis 

com-  ,  ' ,  , 

nianded  to  honour,  elevated  by  his  reputation  in  war,  Mo- 
hr.bet  was  difgufted,  beyond  meafure,  at  this  re- 
turn for  his  fervices.  He  refolved  to  retire  to  his 
cadle  of  Rintimpour :  but  an  order  arrived  to  de- 
liver that  fortrefs  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  Sul- 
tana's creatures.  This  latter  circumftance  con- 
firmed what  his  friends  at  court  had  written  to 
him  before,  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  f^iould 
he  truft  himfelf  in  the  Imperial  prefence.  He 
wrote  to  Jehangire.  He  expreilcd  his  aflonifh- 
ment  at  his  difpleafure.  He  declared  his  perfect 
confidence  in  the  honour  of  his  prince;  but  he 
exprefied  his  well-grounded  diftrult  of  his  advifers. 
The  letter  produced  nothing  but  an  order  for  his 
immediate  appearance  at  court.  To  refufe  was 
to  rebel,  lie  wrote  again  to  the  emperor.  "  I 
will,"  fays  he,  "  ferve  my  fovereign  with  my  life 
againlf  his  enemies,  but  I  will  not  expofe  it  to  the 
malice  of  his  friends.  Afiure  me  of  fafety,  and 
1  will  clear  myfelf  in  the  prefence.'*  Jehangire, 
upon  receiving  this  letter,  was  enraged.  He  dif- 
patched  a  courier,  with  his  lail  commands  for 
his  appearance.  He  at  length  refolved  to  obey. 
Five  thoufand  Rajaputs,  in  the  Imperial  pay, 
from  an  affection  for  their  general,  oiTered  him 

their 
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their    fervice    to    conduct    him    to    court.  a.d. 

Efcorted  by  ihefe,  he  took   the  rout  of  Lahore, 
where  the  emperor,  at  the  time,  refided. 

On  the   eighteenth  of  April   1626,    Jehangire 
fet  out  from  Lahore  toward    Cabul.     News    was    ^  °  ^^^' 
brought  to    the  Imperial  camp  that  Mohabet  had 
fent  before  him  the  elephants  taken  at  the   battle 
of  Benaris  ;  and   that   he  himfelf  followed,  with 
a  retinue  of  five  thoufand   Rajaputs.     The  Sulta- 
na and  the  vifier    were  fi:ruck   with  a  double  ter- 
ror.    They  were  afraid  of  a  reconciliation  :  they 
were  afraid   of  his    force,      i  hey   perfuaded   the 
emperor  not  to  admit  him  into  the  camp.    When, 
therefore,  he  arrived  near  the  tents,  he  was  or- 
dered to  flop,  till  he  accounted  for   the  revenues 
of  Bengal,  and  the   plunder  taken  at  the  battle 
of    Benaris.      Mohabet    was    enraged :    he   dif- 
patched   his  fon-in-Iaw  to   the  emperor,  to   com- 
plain of  an  indignity  fo    unworthy  of  his  fidelity 
and  fervices.     He  could  not   have  chofen  a  worfe 
meffenger.     The  emperor  had  been   much  offend- 
ed with  Mohibet,  for  giving  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage without  his  confent ;    and  he  had  refolved 
to  be   revenged.     When,    therefore,    the   young 
lord  alighted  from   his   elephant   in  the  Imperial 
fquare,  he   was  fuddenly  feized  ;  he  was  Itript  of 
his  clothes,  covered  with    rags,  baftinadoed,  and 
fent  out  of  the  camp  riding  backward  on  a  forry 
jade,  amid  the  (houts  of  the    whole  army. 

The  intelligence  of  this   grofs   affront  came  to  His  mef- 
Mohabet,  before  the  diflionoured  youth  appeared,  ^^^^f^^. 
He  bore  it  with  leeming  patience.     He  was  fliock-  artVonted. 
ed  at  the   weaknefs  of  the  emperor,  which   had 
yielded  fo  much  to  the  malice  of  a  vindictive  wo- 
man.    He   feparated,    by    degrees,    his    retinue 
from  the  camp      He  found  he   could   not   truit 
himfelf  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies  ;  and  he  took 
^t  once  a  bold  refolution.     The  emperor  was  on 

his 


go 
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his  march  to  Cabul,  and  he  refolved  to  watch  his 
motions.  He  hovered,  during  the  night,  round 
the  {kirts  of  the  camp  ;  and  the  morning  prefented 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  execution  of  his 
fcheme. 
He  fur-  When  Mohabet  amived,  the  Imperial  army  lay 

prif-s  the    encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Behat  or   Gelum, 
inlnrtem,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  on  the  high-road   which 
led   to   Cabul.     The  advanced   guard  began  to 
move  over  the  bridge  in  the  morning,  and  was 
gradually  followed  by  the  other  troops.     The  em- 
peror remained  in  the  old  camp.     He  was  not  in 
an  enemy's  country,  and  he  ufed  no  precautions. 
When  the  greateft  part  of  the   army   had  paffed, 
Mohabet  fuddenly  advanced  with  his  faithful   Ra- 
japuts.     He  feized  the  bridge,  and  fet  it  on  fire  ; 
leaving  two  thoLifand  of  his  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  fon,  to  defend  the  flames,  and  to 
ftop  the  return  of  the  enemy.     Having  made  this 
difpofition,  he  rode  with  great  fpeed  to  the  Impe- 
rial fquare.     He  was  firft  obferved  by  the  officers 
of  the  houfehold,  pafilng  by  the   haram   in    Teem- 
ing diforder.     His  countenance  was  pale,  but  de- 
termined.    They  were  alarmed ;  and  he  rufhed 
forward  to  the  emperor's  tent, 
takes  him       The  writer  of  the  Acbal  Namma,  who  was  then 
lord  of  the  wardrobe,  fufpecling   that   Mohabet 
meant  to  aiTaflinate  the  emperor,  drew  his  fword, 
and  followed  him  with  great  fpeed.     The  Omrahs 
in  wailing  did  the  fame.     When  they  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  Imperial  tent,  they  found  Mohabet 
furrounded    by   five   hundred    Rajaputs   on   foot, 
(landing  at  the  door,  with  fwords  by   their   fides 
and  pikes  in  their  hands.     The  lords  were  imme- 
diately feized  and  difarmed.     1  he  emperor,  hear- 
ing the  noife  and  confufion  without,  cut   his  way 
through  the  fcreens,  and  entered  the  bathing-tent, 
which  was  behind  his  fleeping  apartment.     Mo- 
habet 
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habet  alighted  and  entered  ;  not  finding  the  em-     a.  d. 
peror,  he   prefled   forward  with   forty    Rajaputs,      l^?^- 
to  the  baihing-tent.     Some  of  the  Imperial  guards      loj^. 
(lood  at  the  door.     The  officer  who  comrrianded  ^-'--i— >^ 
them,  flernly  alked  Mohabet,  Why  he  prefumed 
to  intrude  on  the  emperor's  privacy  ?  He  anfwered 
him,  by  putting   his   hand   upon   his  fword  and 
frowning  upon  him,  with   a   determined   counte- 
nance.    A  panic  feized   the  guards.     They  made 
way  for  him  to  pafs.     In   the  outer  apartment  of 
the   bathing  tent,  flood    many    Omrahs  of  high 
rank.     They  dre^v   their  fwords ;  but  the   Raja- 
puts furrounding  them,  they  thought  proper  to 
deliver  up  their  arms. 

The  news  of  this  infult  was  carried  to  the  em-  prironer. 
peror  by  fome  of  the  women  who  attended  him 
in  the  inner  tent.  He  feized  his  fword,  and  was 
about  to  aifault  Mohabet,  when  he  faw  his  guards 
and  nobles  difarmed.  He  dropt  his  point ;  and 
faid,  "  What  doft  thou  mean,  Mohabet  Chan  ?" 
Mohabet  touching  the  ground  and  then  his  fore- 
head with  his  hand,  thus  replied :  "  Forced  by 
the  machinations  of  my  enemies,  who  plot  againft 
my  lite,  1  throw  myfelf  under  the  protection  of 
my  fovereign." — "  You  are  fafe," — anfwered 
the  emperor;  "  but  what  would  thefe,  who 
ftand  armed  behind  you  ?" — "  They  want  full 
fecurity,"  rejoined  Mohabet,  "  for  me  and  my 
"  family ;  and  without  it,  they  will  not  retire.'* 
"  — I  underltand  you./'  faid  Jehangire :  "  name 
your  terms,  and  they  fhall  be  granted.  But  you 
do  me  an  injuftice,  Mohabet;  I  did  not  plot 
againft  your  lite.  I  knew  your  fervices,  though 
I  was  offended  at  your  feeming  difobedience  to 
my  commands.  Be  affured  of  my  protection : 
I  fhall  forget  the  conduct  which  neceflity  has  im- 
pofed  upon  you.'* 

Mohabet, 
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Mohabet,  without  naming  his  conditions,  ob- 
fcrvcd  to  the  eniperor,  that  it  was  now  time  to 
take  his  daily  amuftimcnt  of  hunting.  Without 
waiting  for  a  reply,  he  ordered  his  own  horfe  to 
be  brought,  jchangire  declined  moimting  him: 
Tvloh-jbet  feemed  not  to  liden.  *'  'Ihen,  Mohii- 
bct  Chan,"  faid  the  emperor,  "  if  ftill  I  have  a 
horfe  of  my  own,  I  will  mount  him."  One  was 
brought  him.  They  rode  flowly  away  together, 
i'urrounded  by  the  Rajaputs.  When  they  had  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  fl-;irts  of  the  camp,  Mohabet 
obferved  to  the  emperor,  Thar  it  would  be  pru- 
dent for  him  to  mount  an  elephant,  to  avoid  any 
accident  that  might  happen  in  the  confufion 
which  was  likely  to  enfue.  Jehangire  had  now 
no  will  of  his  ov.'n.  He  mounted  the  elephant; 
and  three  Rajaputs,  under  a  pretence  of  defend- 
ing h.im,  mounted  by  his  fide. 

The  emperor  had  fcarce  placed  himfelf  on  the 
elephant,  when  Muckirrib  Chan,  one  of  the 
officers  of  flatc,  preiling  through  the  Rajaputs, 
climlied  up  the  elephant's  fide,  and  fat  down  by 
his  fovereign.  He  was  threatened  by  the  Raja- 
puts. He  \^as  obflinate,  and  would  not  ftir. 
Oiie  flight ly  cut  him  on  the  forehead  with  his 
fabre  ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  moved.  '1  hey  had 
now  piocccded  near  a  mile  from  the  camp,  when 
fome  of  the  officers  of  the  houfLhokl,  mounted 
upon  elephants,  came  up,  and  placed  themlelves 
on  r!:c  road  before  the  emperor.  Mohabet  or- 
dered them  to  clear  the  wav :  thev  refufed,  and 
were,,c4.u  to  pieces.  He  then  continued  his  rout, 
without  fr.nhtr  obftiu^tion,  to  his  own  camp. 
'i  he  cir.pcror  was  brought  to  his  tent:  and  rdl 
r^xiflalors  being  removed,  IMohUiet  explai:ied 
l.im'elf  to  him,  protelting,  that  he  had  formed 
no  d(.f:gns  ncith.cr  againlt  his  life  nor  his  power. 

*'  But," 
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«  But,"    concluded   he   riernly,    "  I  am  deter-     A.  R 

mined  to  be  fafe."  ^,    ,     ,    -4      ■     ,u^     ''='^- 

Afiph,  the  vifier,  had  crofTed  the  bridge  m  t^e  joj^ 
mornine  with  the  Imperial  army.     The  Smtana         '_ 
uheu  Mohabet  was  bafy   in  fecunng   the   pcrlon  c<- f 
of  the  emperor,  made  her  efcape   to  her  brother,  chan. ' 
He  conridered,  that    nothing   was   done,  lo  Ion- 
as  that  hauo-hty  woman  remained  out  oi  his  power. 
lie  refolved  to  profecute  his  plan,  with   the  fame 
refolute  boldnefs  wiih  which   it  was  begun.     He 
returned  with  the  emperor  to  his  former  camp, 
on   the   bank  of  the  Gcliim.     Sujait   Chan,  an 
Omrah  of  high  reputation,  had  arrived   that  in- 
flant  to  join   the  Imperial   arniy.     He  knew  the 
fituation  of  affairs ;   and  loudly  inveighed,  in  tne 
prefence  of  the  Rajaputs,  againil  Mohaoet.      ihat 
lord  was  at  once  enraged   and  alarmed,     -e  or- 
dered his  troops  to  fall  upon  Sujait  and  his   reti- 
nue,   and   every  man  of  them  was  put  .^o  the 
fword.     The   other    Omrahs,  who  had   hitherto 
hovered    round,  llruck  with   the  fate  of  Sujait, 
fled   acrofs   the   river,   and  joined   the  Imperial 

a,r  m  ^^ 

No'or-Jehln  was  the  meffenger  of  the  difafler,  The^viHer 

which  befel   the  emperor,  to  her  brother   Afipn.  ^:,,^^  .^ 
He    immediately   called    the    Omrahs    together :  re^;.=.e 
and  the  Sultana  vehemently   acculed   thoie   w  no 
had  been  left  with   Jchangire,  of  negligence  and 
cowardice.     A  debate   arofe   about  the  bed   me- 
thod of  refcuing  their  fovereign  out  of  the  hands 
of  Mohabct.     The  meafure  was  full  of  peril ;  but 
it  mult  be  taken.     They  agreed  to  aflembic  their 
forces  by  the  dawn  of  next  morning  ;  and  to  en- 
deavour to  repafs  the  river  againil  the  rebel.     The 
emperor   was  apprized  of  their  intentions.     He 
began  to   fear  for  his   life.      Repeated   meiTagcs 
were  fent  to  the  vifier  to  den  it  from  his  purpole  ; 
but  that  liiinifter  did  not  think  himielf  obliged  to 
••  obey 
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obey  the  commands  of  an  imprifoned  monarch, 
who  was  under  the  influence  of  the  man  who  had 
feized  his  perfon. 

Afiph  begun  his  march   with  day.     When  he 

BtJtisde-  came    to  the    bridge,   he   found   it  burnt  down. 

feated  pjg  refolved  to  ford  the  river  ;  but  the  water  was 
fo  deep,  that  many  were  drowned.  Thofe  who 
gained  the  further  fliore,  had  to  fight  the  enemy 
at  a  manifeft  difadvantage.  '1  hey  were  cut  off 
as  fad  as  they  afcended  the  bank.  A  fucceflion 
of  victims  came  to  the  fwords  of  the  R'ljaputs. 
The  action  continued  for  fome  hours.  The  rear 
of  the  Imperiahfts  prelfing  into  the  river,  pre- 
vented the  front  from  retreatmg.  The  Suhana 
was  no*  a  tame  fpe£tator  on  the  occafion  JViount- 
ed  on  an  elephant,  fhe  plunged  into  the  ftreani 
-jvith  her  dciij^hter  by  her  fide.  The  young  lady 
was  wounded  in  the  arm :  but  her  mother  pielfed 
forward.  Three  of  her  elephant  drivers  v^ere 
fuccefiively  killed  ;  and  the  elephant  recei\ed  three 
wounds  on  the  trunk.  Noor  Jehan,  in  the  mean 
time,  emptied  four  quivers  of  arrows  on  the 
enemy.  The  Rajaputs  prefled  into  the  (tream  to 
feize  her  ;  but  the  maftcr  of  her  houfthold,  mount- 
ing the  elephant,  turned  him  away,  and  carried 
her  out  of  the  river,  notwiihltanding  her  threats 
and  commands. 

v^'vh  jjrpat       Whilfl  thefe  things  happen  in  the  river,  Fidai 

fcughtei,  chari  and  Abul  Haifen,  with  fome  other  gallant 
nobles,  forming  a  fquadron  of  gentlemen  in  the 
rear  of  the  Imperialifis,  plunged  into  the  river, 
and  gained  the  oppofite  Ihore.  The  fhock  be- 
tween them  and  the  Rnjaputs  was  violent.  1  he 
latter  gave  way,  and  fled  toward  the  tents  of  the 
prince  Shariar,  where  the  emperor  remained  un- 
der a  guard.  They  itopt,  and  the  action  became 
bloody.  The  arrows  and  fliot  piercing  through 
the  tents,  the  emperor  was  in  imminent  danger : 

but 
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but  Muchlis  Chan,  who  flood  near  him,  covered     a.  I). 
him  with   (hields.     In  the  mean   time,  Mohabet     'j^-^- 
re-eflab!ifhed  the  ranks   of  the  fugitives   behind      1035. 
the  tents.     He  turned   them,  and   fell   upon  the ''^-'^ — *> 
flank   of  the    Imperialifts.     Vifier   Bee,    Attalla, 
and  feveral  gallant  lords,   were  killed  :  Fidai   was 
covered  with  wounds.     The  fpirit  of  his  followers 
beit^an  to  fmk.     Mohabet  prefled  hard  upon  them ; 
and  at  length   they  fled.     The  field   was  covered 
with    dead   bodies ;    and  a  complete   vi£lory   re- 
mained to  the  Rajaputs. 

The  runaways,  gaining  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  and  taken 
river,  found  their  troops  diminifhed  and  com-  P"'^""* 
pletely  ruined.  They  gave  up  all  thoughts  of 
further  refinance :  each  fled  to  his  own  home. 
The  army,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  was  dif- 
fipated.  Afiph  fled  to  his  efl;ate ;  and  fiiut  him- 
felf  up,  with  five  hundred  men,  in  the  caflle  of 
New  Rhotas,  on  the  Attoc.  The  Sultana  found 
means  to  efcape  to  Lahore.  Mohabet  difpatched 
a  meflenger  to  Afiph,  with  aflurances  of  fafety, 
ihould  he  return  to  the  camp.  The  vifier  would 
not  trufl:  himfelf  in  his  hands.  Meer  Berwir,  the 
fon  of  Mohabet,  with  a  detachment  befieged  the 
fort  of  Rhotas.  Afiph  was  foon  reduced  to  dif-  The  Sul- 
trefs  ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  Mohabet  before  the  ^^'^  ^^''" 
place,  that  lord,  with  his  fon  Abu  Talib,  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion.  Noor-JehSn  had  fcarce 
returned  to  Lahore,  when  flie  received  letters 
from  the  emperor.  He  acquainted  her,  that  he 
was  treated  with  refped:  by  Mohabet ;  and  that 
matters  were  amicably  lettled  between  them.  He 
conjured  her,  therefore,  as  fhe  regarded  his 
peace  and  iafety,  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  hoi""- 
tile  preparations.  He  concluded,  with  command- 
ing her  to  follow  him  to  Cijbul,  whither,  of  his 
own  free  choice,  he  then  diredled  his  march. 
Noor-Jehan  did  not   long   hefitate.     She  fet   out 

from 
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A  D.     from  Lahore,  and  foon  came   up   with   her   lord. 
[^?J-      When  ihe  arrived,  troops  were  lent  out   by  Mo- 
ir.r^.     habet,  by  way  of  doing  her   honour.     But   they 
'^- — T"^  VI  ere    her    keepers,  and    not   her  guards.     They 
furrounded   her   tent,  and    watched   all  her   mo- 
tions. 
rnrnrnin-      Mohiibct,  who  Carried  every  thing  before  him 
''^  'o         In  the  prefence,  accufed  lier  publicly   of  treafon. 
He  affirmed,  tliat  fhe   had   confpircd   againfl:   the 
empv-^ror,  by  eltranging  from  hini   the  hearts   of 
his  fubjecls :  that  the  tnoft  cruel   and    unwarrant- 
;\b!e  adions  had  been  done,  by  her  capricious  or- 
di:rs,  in   every  corner  of  the  empire :  that   her 
haughtinefs  was  the  fource   of  public   calamities, 
her  malignity  the  ruin  of  many   individuals  :  that 
fi  e  had  even  extended  her  views    to   the   empire, 
by   favouring    the   fuccefiion    of  Shariar    to    the 
tl)rone,    under    whofe    feeble   adminiftration   flie 
hoped  to  govern  India  at  pleafure.     He  therefore 
iniilled  that  a  public   example   fliould.  be  made  of 
f  J  wicked  a  won^.an  ;  as  a  fign   to   mankind,  that 
crimes  in  the  mod  exahed  peifons   ought  to  meet 
with  no  more  favour,  than  iniquities  in  the  mean 
and  low.     "  You,  who  are  emperor  of  the  Mo- 
guls!" laid  Mohabct,  addrefTmg  himfelf  to  Jehan- 
pire,    ""  \\homwelcok  upon  as  fcmething  more 
tl^an    human,    ought    to   follow   the   example  of 
God,  wh'o  has  no  refpeft  for  pcrfcns." 
Y""^'-  jchangire    was    too   well    acquainted   with   his 

c  fii-c  ei  ■-- f'tuntion  to  contradict  Mohabet.  He  ov.'ned  the 
r  '"■■•  juliicc  oi"  the  accufation,  and  he  figned  a  warrant 
tor  her  death.  Being  excluded  from  his  prefence, 
her  chiirms  Inul  lofl  th.cir  irrefiftible  influence  over 
him  ;  and  when  his  pafhons  did  not  thwart  the 
lial  bias  of  his  mind,  he  was  always  jufl. 
']  !]e  dreadful  meiTage  was  delivered  to  the  Sultana. 
She  htard  it  without  emotion.  "  Imprifoncd 
lovcrcigns,"  faid  flie,    "   lofc   their   riglu  to   life 

with 
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with  their  freedom  ;  but   permit   me  for   once  to     A.  i^. 
fee  the  emperor,  and  to  baihe  with   my  tears  the     ^^■^■ 
hand  that   has  fixed  the  feal   to  the   warrant  of     1055. 
death."     She  was   brought  before  her  hufoand, ''-'^*    ■^ 
in  the  prefence  of  Mohabet.     Her  beauty  (lions 
with  additional  luflre   through   her  forrovv.     S'le 
uttered  not  one  word.     Jehangire  burll  into  tears. 
"  Will  you  not  fpare   this   woman,  Alohabet  ?" 
faid  the  emperor;     "  you  fee  how  fhe  weeps." — 
"  The  emperor  of  the  Moguls,"  replied   Moh.l- 
bet,    "  fliould  never  alk  in  vain."     The  guards 
retired  from  her,  at  a  wave  of  his  hand  ;  and  fne 
■was    reftored    that    inftant    to    her    former    at- 
tendants. 

The  friends  of  iVTohnbet  difapproved  of  his  ge-  Marrh  to 
nerofity,  and  he  had  caufe  to  repent  of  it  him-  Cabui. 
felf.  The  Sultana  lived  not  to  thank  her  for- 
giver,  but  to  revenge  herfelf.  The  Imperial 
camp  moved  to  Cabul.  Mohabet,  without  ap- 
pearing to  command,  directed  every  thing  at 
court.  The  emperor  implicitly  followed  his  ad- 
vice ;  and  he  even  feemed  to  harbour  no  refent- 
ment  againft  him  for  the  pad.  He  had  long 
known  his  abilities ;  he  was  novv^  convinced  of  his 
integrity  and  generofity.  Naturally  fond  of  indo- 
lence and  pleafure  himfelf,  he  could  not  v.illi  to 
have  left  the  affairs  of  the  (late  in  better  hands. 
The  attention  paid  him  by  Mohabet,  eradicated 
every  idea  of  bondage :  and  the  weight  which  his 
edicts  carried,  from  their  precifion  and  v.ifdom, 
reconciled  his  fituation  to  his  pride,  by  the  obe- 
dience which  was  paid  to  them  over  all  the 
empire. 

Six  months  had  paffed  in  Cabul  in  an  apparent  Dfuir:  of 
harmony  between  the  monarch   and   his  miniller.  ^'^^  ^":'i," 
The  bufy  fpirit  of  Noor-Jehan  was,  in  the  mean  Moiiabs: 
time,    hatching    mifchicf.       She    concealed     her 
fchen^ics  fo  effedlually,  that  they  efcaped  the  pene- 
trating 
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trating  eyes  of  Mohabet.     The  emperor  refided 
ill  his  palace   at    Cabul :  the   minifter  lay  every 
ni^ht  in  the  camp  of  his    Rajaputs,  without  the 
walls.     When  he  came  one  morning  to  pay   his 
refpeds  at  court  with  his   retinue,    the  citizens, 
at  the  inlligafion   of   the  iSultana,    attacked  him 
from  both  ends  of  a  narrow  (treet.     Some,  ported 
in   windows  on  either  fide,  fired  upon  him   with 
mufquets.     He  turned  back,  and  forced  his   way 
to  his   camp.     He  arrived    among   the  Rajaputs 
unhurt :  his  followers    were  all   either   wounded 
or  (lain.     The  citizens  did   not  reft   here.     They 
fell   upon  the  guards,  which  he  had  placed  round 
the  emperor  ;  and  put  five  hundred  to  the  fword. 
defeated.        Mohibet,  enraged  at  the  perfidy  of  the  Cabu- 
Hans,  prepared  to  take  ample  revenge.     He  block- 
ed up  the  city,    with   his  army.      The  maflacre 
within    was    difcontinued.       Fear    fucceeded    to 
rage.     The     principal    inhabitants,     laying    the 
whole  blame  upon  the  rabble,  came  out  in  the 
moft    fuppliant  manner  to   Mohabet.     Jehangire, 
who  diiclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the_  tmnult,  in- 
terceded for  them  ;  and  the  enraged  miniittr  fpared 
the  city,  after  having   punifhed    the   moft  noto- 
rious  ringleaders   of    the  infurgents.     He,  how- 
ever,  declared,    that   he  would  never  enter    the 
perfidious  city  of  Cabul  :  he  gave   direclions   to 
the  emperor  to  quit  it  the  next  day,  and,  having 
made  the    neceitary    preparations,    the    imperial 
camp  moved  in  a  few   days  toward  Lahore. 
Moh^brf        On  the  way  to  Lahore,  Mohabet  took  si  fudden 
"■f'Jil'''^'"'  refolution  to  throw  up   his    power.     He  had   no 
^'^^''       intentions  himfelf  upon  the  empire  ;  and  he    had 
triiwnphed   over    his    enemies,     and    ferved    his 
friends.     He  exaded,  and  obtained  from  Jehan- 
gire, the  moft  folemn  promifesof  oblivion  for  the 
paft  ;   and  he  reftored   that   prince  to   all  his  for- 
mer confequcnce  and    power.     He   promifed  to 

aihft 


J     E     H     A     N     G     I     R     E.  gg 

alTifl:  him  with  his  advice  ;  and  to  Ihevv  his  fince-     a.  d. 
rity,  he  difmilled  the  greatefl  part  of"  his  guards      'p^- 
and   attendants.     '1  his   conducl    was  noble ;  but      icjV- 
he  had  gone  too  far  to  retreat.     Gratitude  is  not  ^^-^c-^^ 
fo  ftrong  a  pallion  as  revenge.     The  weak  forget 
favours  ;  but  tl;e  haughty  never  forget  indignities. 
The  Suhana  kept   frclh  in   her  memory  her  dlf- 
grace ;   flic  remtmbtred  her   danger  from  jMoha- 
bet.     She   apphed   to  jehangire  for   his   immedi- 
ate death.      She    urged    Ipecious    arguments    to 
Itrengthen   her    requcft.     "   A  man,"    faid    Ihe, 
•^  who  is    fo  daring  as  to    feize  the  perfon  of  his 
fovereign,  i^  a  daiig  to-js  fubject.      The  lufire  of 
royalty  mult  be  dirninillied,  continued  the  Suhana, 
in  the  tyes  of  the  people,  vviiiiic  b.e  who  pulled 
his     prince    from  the    throne,     is    permitted    to 
kneel  before  it  with  feigned  allegiance."      fehan- 
gire  was  ll.ocked  at  her  ptopofai.     He  comuiand- 
ed  her   to  be  fdent. 

She  was  rdent,  but  fhe  did  not  drop  her  ilefign.  tie  N 
She  refolveJ  to  take  off  by  private  trenchery  the  Jj^;'§<^^^/° 
man  whom  (lie  failed  to  bririgj  to  a  public  death. 
Sh«  contrived  to  place  one  of  her  eunuchs  behind 
tic  cur;:ain,  with  orders  to  (hoot  Mohflbet,  when 
he  flioald  next  come  to  pay  his  refpefts  in  fhe 
prefcnce.  Jehangire  overheard  her  commands  to 
the  flave.  He  acquainted  Mohabet  with  t!ie  fnare 
laid  for  his  lile  ;  infmnating  that  his  power  was 
n^t  fufHcieni  to  proteifl  him  from  private  treav,ne- 
rv,  though  he  wa-  relohed  to  faVe  him  from  pub- 
lic difgrace.  IMohabet  was  alarmed.  Heefcaped 
from  the  cam.p.  The  army  lay  that  day  on  rhe 
banks  of  the  Gelum,  in  the  very  fpot  where 
the  emperor  had  i^Gxcn  monihs  before  been  feized. 
Mohabc:,  after  having  the  whole  pov»?er  of  the 
empire  in  his  hands,  was  obliged  to  fly  from  that 
ver\  place,  without  a  fmgli  attendunt.     He  carried 
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A.  D.  nothing  with  him  but  his  life  :  his  weahh  was 
!^}^'  left  in  the  Imperial  camp,  and  became  the  pro- 
1035.      perty  of  Noor-Jehan.     His   liight  had  fcarce   be- 

'^^^r^'*^  come  public,  when  an  editt  was  iifucd  by  the 
Sultana's  procurement,  to  all  the  governors  of 
provinces  to  make  diligent  fearch  for  him.  He 
was  declared  a  rebel,  and  a  reward  was  put  upon 
his  head. 

His  con-  Afiph  difapproved  of  his  fifter's  violence.  He 
knew  the  merit  of  Mohabet :  he  was  not  forget- 
ful of  his  kindnefs  to  himfclf,  when  under  his 
power.  He  was  tired,  befides,  of  the  weaknefs 
of  Jehangire,  and  of  the  Sultana's  tyranny.  He, 
hoi^ever,  obferved  a  cautious  filence.  His  power 
depended  upon  his  filler ;  and  (he  w'as  haughty 
cs  well  asvindldive.  Mohabet  flew  from  place 
to  place.  He  took,  at  firfl,  the  route  of  Tatta  ; 
but  the  unfortunate  have  enemies  every  where. 
The  boldnefs,  which  had  lately  raifed  him  to  the 
iummit  of  power,  forfook  him  not  in  his  diltrefs. 
He  mounted  his  hoife  ;  and  rode  folitar)  near 
four  hundred  miles,  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  con- 
verfation  of  Afiph.  That  minifter,  at  the  time, 
was  in  the  Imperial  camp  at  Karnal,  on  the  road 
between  Lahore  and  Delhi.  IMohabet,  in  a  mean 
habit,  entered  the  camp  when  it  was  dark  ;  and 
about  nine  o'clock  placed  himfelf  in  the  paffage, 
which  led  from  the  apartments  of  Afiph  to  the 
Haiam.  The  eunuch,  who  flood  at  the  door, 
queRioLcd  Mohabef.  He  knew  tliat  lord  by  his 
voice  ;  but  he  affured  him  of  his  fidelity.  Mo- 
liabct  told  him,  that  he  wiflicd  to  fpeak  to  his 
lord  on  afl'airs  of  the  lad  moment.  The  vifier 
came. 

wirhAfpii  Wiien  A\fi}^h  favv  the  low  condition  into  which 
he,  who  lately  commanded  the  empire,  was  fallen, 
he  could  fcarce  refrain  from  tears.  He  took  him 
in  his  arms  :  thev  retired  in  filcnce  to  a  fecret 
place.  Mohabet,  after  mentioning  the  ingrati- 
tude 
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tude  of  Noor-Jehan,  complained  of  the  Imbecility  A  d. 
of  the  emperor,  and  plainly  told  the  vlfier,  that  "^.^^• 
low  as   he   was   reduced,  he   was   determined   to      joss. 

raife  up  another  fovereign  in  India.     ^^  Purvez,"  ' ( — -^ 

continued  Mohabet,    "^'is   a  virtuous  man,  and 
my  friend.     But  he   is   eafy  and  pliant;   and  we 
muft  not  chanpje   one   weak  prince  for   another. 
I  know  the  merit  of  Shaw  Jehan  ;   I  have  fou  --ht 
againft   him;   and   when   I   conquered,  I   gained 
not  a   victory,   but  my   own   life.     He   fuits    the 
times.     He  is  ambitious,    and  fometimes   levere  • 
but  he  will  aggrandize   the   empire  abroad,  and 
add  vigour  and  precifion  to  the  laws   at   home.'* 
— Afiph  was  overjoyed  at  this   declaration.     He 
was  connected  in  friendfliip  as  well   as   in  affinity 
with  Shaw  Jehan.     '•  You  mud:  go   hence  with 
fpeed,'*  faid  Afiph ;     "  and  I    will  endeavour  to 
procure  your  pardon.     The  emperor,  v/ho  is  not 
ayerfe   to   you,  will   liften   to   ray  requefl ;   efpe- 
cially  as  Shav/  Jehan,  with  whom  you   alone  are 
able  to  copi:  in  the  field,  is  In  arms.     I  fliall  pro- 
ciire  for  vou  an  army,  which  you   fhall  ufe  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  will  demand." 

The  two  Omrahs,  having  fworn  fidelity  to  one  in  favour 
another,  parted.     Mohabet,  mounting  his  horfe,  °^^-^^'^ 
dived  into  the  night:  Afiph  went  into  the  pre- •^"^'*"* 
fence.     The  emperor  was   much   alarmed   at   the 
news  from   the   Decan,    that   his   rebellious    fon 
had  collected   an  army.     He    regretted   the   lofs 
of  Mohabet,    and   Afiph    took  that  opportunity 
of  fuing  for  his  pardon.     The   emperor,  in  the 
warmth  of  his   zeal  againft  his   fon,  ordered   an 
edict  of  indemnity  to   be  forthwith   iifued,  which 
refiored  Mohabet  to  his  honours  and  eftates.     A 
conuniffion  was  given  him  to  command  the  ariny 
againft  Shaw  Jehan  ;   and  the  ceremony  of  giving 
thanks  in  the  prcfence,  was  dlfp.^nfed  within  his 
favour,  as  he  could  not  truit  his  life  to  the  mercy 
of  Noor-Jehan. 

P  2  An 
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A  T).         An   event,    however,     happened,    which    ren- 
^.^l*^"     dcred  thefe  preparations  againll   Shaw  Jehan  un- 
1035      necelTary.     That    prince    defifted    from  his  new 
^^-^r^*-'  enterprise    without    the    interpofition    of   force. 
Death  of   \Vhen   Mohabet  carried  all  before  him  at  court, 
lu;ve7.      his  friend  and  pupil,  the  prince  Purvez,  remained 
at  the  head  of  the  anr.v,    and    commanded    all 
the  eaftern  and  fouthern  provinces  in  great  tran- 
quillity.    He  took  no  notice  of  his  father's  con- 
finement;  and  he  ufed  no  means  for  his  releafe- 
ment.     He  knew  that  Mohabet  had   no  defigns 
upon    the   empire ;  and    he    was   rather  pleafed, 
with   a    check   upon   the   emperor,  which   might 
prove  an  excufe  to  himfelf,  from  being  bound  by 
his  commands.     In  the  midlt  of  the  infenfibility 
and  tranquillity  of  Purvez,  he  was  feized  by  an 
apoplexy,  which  carried  him  off  in  the  thirty-eighth 
year  of  his  age. 
Histh::-         Sultan  Pufvcz  was  one  of  thofe  harmlefs  men 
that  pafs   without   citlier   envy   or   fame   through 
life.     Deiliture    of  thofe   violent  paflions  which 
i'gitate  the  animated   and  ambitious,,  he  was  ne- 
ver ccm>pletely  happy,  nor  thoroughly   miferable. 
F.afe  was  his  only  comfort ;  toil  his  fole  averfion. 
Though  battles  were  gained  in  his  name,  he  was 
rather   an  incumbrance   to  an  army,   than    the 
fpring  which  (liould   move   the   whole.     Without 
ambition  to  command,  lie  thought  it  no  indig- 
niiv   to    obey.     He   approved  ot  the  counfe!   of 
others,    wiihtrnt    ever    propofing    his    own.     He 
was  in  fl'.ort  an  ufeful  engine  in  the  hands  of  an 
uMe  general.     There  was  a  kind  of  comity  in  his 
manner,  which    conunandcd    refped,    v*here    he 
imprtii'ed  no  awe ;  and  even  men  wlio  knew  his 
weaknefs,    liilened    v^iih    attention    to    his    cou)- 
mands.     Mis  conflitution  was   feeble  and  lelhar- 
y\c\  his  life  a  perpetual   flumbcr.     Had  he  lived, 
he  wat>  dellined  for  the  throne  j  and,  as   he  had 

no 
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no  paffions  to  gratify,  the  happinefs  or   mifcry  of     a.  n. 
his  reign  would   depend   on   thofe  whom  chance      if.^''- 
might  place  around  him.     Kis  death  was  regret-      lojs. 
ted,  more,  perhaps,  than  that  of  an  abler  man  ''■ — -i — -^ 
might  have  been.     He  never  committed  injuries, 
and   mankind  gave  him   credit  for  benevolence. 
Mohabet  mourned  him  as  a  good«natured  friend  ; 
Jehangire  as  a  dutilul  fon.     The  contrail  which 
the  charafler  of  his   brother  prefentcd,  juflified 
the  fentiments  of  both. 

When  Mohabet  fled,  Noor-Jehan  governed  Affair?  nf 
the  empire  without  controul.  While  yet  he  held  f^^^^g  '^,f_ 
the  reins  of  government,  he  had  fent  orders  to  can. 
his  fon  Channa-Zad,  Suba  of  Bengal,  to  fend 
him  the  furplus  of  the  revenues  of  that  country. 
Twenty-two  lacks,  under  an  efcort,  were  advanced 
as  far  as  Delhi,  when  the  flight  of  Mohabet  hap- 
pened;  and  the  fame  meffenger,  who  brought 
the  news  of  the  treafure  to  the  emperor,  brouglit 
him  alfo  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Purvez.  je- 
hangire was  affected,  beyond  meafure,  at  the  lofs 
of  his  fon  :  he  never  had  difobcyed  his  commands, 
and  his  manner  was  naturally  engaging  and  pleaf- 
ing. — The  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon 
Chan  Jehan  Lodl.  He  was  ordered  to  fend  his 
family  to  court  as  hoitages  for  his  faith. — An  un- 
expe<fted  war  furniflied  a  field  for  the  abilities  of 
Lodi.  The  Nizam  raifed  diilurbances  5  but  he 
was  reduced,  without  battle,  to  terms. 

Chan  Chanan,  who,  after  his  releafe  from  con-  i^-nth  of 
finement,  had  remained  with  Purvez  in  the  camp,  „_^,j" 
did  not  long  furvive  that  prince.  He  attained  lo 
the  feventy-fecond  year  of  his  age ;  and,  though 
in  his  latter  days  he  was  accufed  of  treachery,  he 
had  covered  the  former  part  of  his  life  with  re- 
nown. He  performed  many  memorable  attior.s, 
under  the  emperor  Akbar.  He  reduced  the 
Jiingdom  of  Guzeratj  he  defeated  with  twenty 
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A.  D.  thoufand  horfe,  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand,  un- 
H^l"  ^^^  ^^^  confederate  princes  of  the  Decan.  He 
1035.  was  a  fcholar,  as  well  as  a  foldier.  He  was  the 
'  mofl:  learned  man  of  his  time :  flirewd  in  politics, 
eloquent  to  a  proverb.  He  tranflated  the  com- 
mentaries of  the  emperor  Baber  into  the  Perfic, 
from  the  Mogul  language.  He  underftood  the 
Arabic,  the  Pehlvi,  and  all  the  dialefts  of  India. 
He  was  alfo  a  good  poet,  and  many  of  his  pieces 
have  come  dov^n  to  our  time.  In  abilities  he 
yielded  not  to  his  father,  the  famous  Byram ; 
though  he  poffefled  not  his  integrity  and  unfullied 
virtue. 
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CHAP.    VI. 


Sche?nes  of  Mohabet  and  Afiph — Deatlo  of  the  empe- 
ror — His  character — Anecdotes  of  hU  private 
lije — His  religion — His  violence — Severe  jujiice — 
and  himanity — The  fan  of  prince  Chufero  raifed 
to  the  throne — Defeat  of  Sharidr — Shaw  Jehin 
■marches  from  the  Decan — Toiing  emperor  depofed, 
and  murdered — Children  of  Jehangire — State 
of  Perfia* 

-LViOHABET,  afcer  his  conference  with  Afiph,     a.  d. 
made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  dominions  of  the      ^?J' 
Rana.     He  had   been   recommended   by   letters      1037. 
from  the  vifier,  to  that  prince  ;    and  he   was  re-  '"^-'^i    ^ 
ceived   with  extraordinary  marks   of    diitmdion.  s^;  emesof 
A  circumflance,    omitted   in   its  place,  will  con- '  °  ^  ^^' 
tribute  to  throw  light  on  the  fequel.      A   corref- 
pondence,    by   writing,    between    Mohabet    and 
Afiph  would   be  a   meafure  full  of  peril  to  both. 
They  had  refolved  to    feize   upon    the    accidents 
that   might  arife  in  the  courfe  of  time,  for   the 
fervice  of  Shaw  Jehan.     The  vifier  was  to  be  the 
judge,  as  having  the  beft  accefs  to   know  the  pe- 
riod fit  for  their  purpofe,  from  his   refidence  at 
court  and  intimate  knowledge  of  its  affairs.     Mo- 
habet left  a  ring   in  his  hands,  which,  when  it 

fliouM 


lo6  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

A  n.     {hould  be  fent,  was  the  fignal  for  him  to  cfpoufe 
vtl'      openly  the  interefls  of  tlie  prluce. 
1037.  The  edid  of  indemnity  to  Mohabet  had  fcarce 

^^-^."^-^  been     promulgated,  wncn   that    lord    underftood 
Death  of    from  com't,  thai  the  emperor  beuan  to  decline  vi- 
the  c  npe-  ^^^^^^  j^    ^^.^  l^^^j^j^^      .j^M^^   profpect  of    his  ap- 
proaching diiVuluiion  rendered  it   unueceiVary   to 
wreil  from  liim  by  force  a  fceprer   which   he  was 
fo  >n  to  refign  to  death.     Mohabet  remained  quiet 
with   ilie    Rana  ;   who,  holding  a  friendly  corre- 
fpjnder.:e  'vith  Shaw  Jehan,  look  an  opportunity 
of  inkrnJng   that    prince,  that    his   noble  guelt 
was  no  enemy  to  his  caufc.     Jehangire   had,  for 
feven  years,  been  troubled  \vi:h  a  flight  afthnra. 
His  dilbrdcr  encreafed   toward    the  end   of    the 
preceding  year  ;   and  he  refolved   to   make  a  pro- 
grefs  to  Cailimire,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air.      1  he      J 
autumn  proved  verv  fevere  in  that  elevated  coun-      ^ 
try.     He  was  feized  wirh    a   violent  cold,  which 
fell  upon  his  lungs,     'j'he  Iharpnefs  and  purity  of 
Oft.  27th.    j.|^g  ^jj.  ic,;(jered  his  breathing  difficult.     He  com- 
plained of  a  kind  of  rufibcation  ;  and  became  im- 
patient under  his   difordcr.     He  commanded  the 
camp  to  move,  Vv  ith  flow  marches,  toward  Lahore. 
He  was  carri'.-d  in  a   litter  as  far   as   the  town    of 
Mutti,  which  flands  about  half  way  on  the  road 
from  Caihmire.      At  Mutti  his  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing   iufrreafed.     He    was    growing  worfe    every 
day,  and  the  army  halted.     On  the  ninth  of  No- 
vember, of  the  year  1627,  he  expired  ;   and  hav- 
ing Ived  fifiyeight  and  reigned  twenty-two  lunar 
year^  and  eigh;  mo!!ihs.  ■ 

Hisch?.-         Jehan,^ire  was  neither  vicious    nor  virtuous   in       I 
ra  tc.        ^]^Q  extreme.     His  bad    aclions   proceeded  from       1 
))af]ion  ;  and   his    good    frequently    from    whim. 
Violent  in  his  meafures  without  cruelty,  merciful 
withodt  feeling,  proud  without  di^:iity,  and  ge- 
nerous 


lo;7. 


J     E     H     A     N     G     I     R    E.  1 07 

nerous  without  acquiring  friends.  A  flave  to  Ills  A.  D, 
pleafures,  yet  a  lover  of  bufmefs  ;  dellitute  of  'j^'^* 
all  religion,  yet  full  of  fuperitition  and  vain 
fears.  Firm  in  nothing  but  in  the  invariable  ri-  ^ 
gour  of  his  juftice,  he  was  changeable  in  his  opi- 
nions, and  often  the  dupe  of  thofe  whom  he 
defpifed.  Sometimes  calm,  winning,  and  bene- 
volent, he  gained  the  affedions  of  thofe  who 
knew  him  not;  at  other  times,  raorofe,  C2iptious, 
referved,  he  became  terrible  to  thofe  in  whom 
he  moft  confided.  In  pubhc,  he  was  familiar, 
complaifant,  and  eafy  to  a!l ;  he  made  no  diftinc- 
tion  between  high  and  low  ;  he  heard,  with  pa- 
tience, the  complaints  of  the  meaneft  of  his  fub- 
jeds  ;  and  gicatnefs  was  never  a  fecurity  againft 
his  juuice  :  in  private,  he  was  thoughtful, 
cold,  and  filent ;  and  he  often  clothed  his  coun- 
tenance with  fuch  terror,  tDat  Afiph  jah  frequent- 
ly fled  from  his  prefence,  and  the  bultana,  in  the 
plenitude  of  her  i'^flueuce  over  him,  v. as  known 
to  approach  him  on  trembling  knees.  His  affec- 
tion for  his  children  bordered  on  •  wea^nefs. 
He  was  as  forgetful  of  injuries  as  he  was  of  fa- 
vours. In  war  he  had  no  abilities  ;  he  was  tond 
of  peace  and  tranquillity  ;  and  rather  a  lover 
than  an  encourager  of  the  arts  of  civil  life.  Na- 
turally averfe  to  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  property 
was  fecure  under  his  adminidration  :  he  had  no 
avarice  himfelf  to  render  him  unjud,  and  he  was 
the  deitermined  and  implacable  enemy  of  extoriioii 
in  others.  He  was  a  man  of  fcience  and  literary 
abilities  ;  and  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  which  he 
penned  himfelf,  do  him  more  honour  as  a  good 
writer,  than  the  m.atter,  as  a  great  monarch. 
Upon  the  whole,  Jehangire,  though  not  a  fault- 
lefs  man,  was  far  from  being  a  bad  prince  :  he 
had  an  inclination  to  be  virtuouSj  and  his  errors 
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A.D.     proceeded    from  a    defedl  more  than  from  a  de- 
hifjj.      pi'avity  of  foul :  His  mother  was  thought  to  have 
'037.     introduced  a  tincture  of  madnefs  into  his  blood  ; 
^      '•    ^  and  an  immoderate  ufe  of  wine  and  opium  render- 
ed fometimes  frantic  a  mind  naturally  inflamed. 
H^  pr5-         Though  Jehangire  was  often  ferious  and  diftant 
^""d  op?„i   3"io"g  his    domeltics,  he  was  fond   of    throwing 
•ii5»  off  the  charad^er  of  the  emperor,  and  of  enjoy- 

ing freely  the  converfation   of  his  fubjeds.     He 
often  difanpeared  in  the  evening  from  the  palace, 
and   dived    into    obfcure    punch-houfes,    to    paf« 
fome  hours   in   drinking   and    talking    with    the 
lower  fort.     He  had  no  enemies,  and  he  was  un- 
der no  apprehenfions    concerning    the  fafety    of 
his  perfon.     Being  in  the  hall  of   audience,    ac- 
ceffible  to  all  ranks  of  men,  after  the   perform- 
ance   of   the    ufual    ceremonies,    he    was  often 
known  in  his  nodurnal  excurfions.     But  the  peo- 
ple loved  his  familiar  opennefs,  and   did  not  by 
rudenefs     abufe    the    truft    rcpofed   in   them   by 
their  prince.     He  often  defired   his  companions 
at  the  bowl  to  afk  no  favours  of  him,  lelt  Selim, 
in  his  cups,  might  promife  what  Jehangire,  in 
his  fober  fenfes,    \v(mld    not  chufe   to    perform. 
When  the  liquor  began  to  inflame  him,  he  was 
rather  mad  than  intoxicared.     He  flew  from   one 
extreme  of  pailion  to  another  ;   this  moment  joy- 
ful, the  next  melancholy  and   drowned   in  tears. 
When  in  this  fituation,  he  was   fond   of  arguing 
upon  abflrufe  fubjecls.     Religion  was  his  favourite 
topic.     He  fometimes  prailed  the  Mahommedan 
faith,  fometimes  that  of  the  Chriflians  ;   he   was 
now  a  follower  of  Zoroafter,  and  now  of  Brah- 
ma.    In   the   midfl  of  thefe  devout    profeflions, 
he  would,  fometimes,  as  if  darting  from  a  dream, 
exclai  •  ,  That   the  prophets  of  all   nations  were 
importors  ;  and  that  he  himfelf,  fhould  his  indo- 
i.nce  permit  him,  could  form  a  better  fyltem  of 
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religion  than  any  they  had  impofed  on  the  world,  a.  D. 
"When  he  was  fober,  he  was  diverted  of  every  I^??- 
idea  of  religon,  having  been  brought  up  a  Deill  1037. 
under  the  tuition  of  his  father  Akbar.  "^^-— ,--*-.' 

The  variety  of  opinions,  on  the  fubiedl  of  'Scheme  of 
rehgion,  which  prevailed  m  India,  occaiioned  j,,^,  ^  ncvr 
great  uneafinefs  both  to  Jehangire  and  his  father  f^i'h. 
Akbar.  The  tenets  of  Mahommedanifm,  which 
the  family  of  Timur  had  brought  along  with 
them  into  their  conquefts,  were  the  religion  ef- 
tabliihed  by  law  ;  but  the  majority  of  their  fubjecls 
were  of  different  perfuafions.  The  followers  of  the 
Brahmin  faith  were  the  mofl;  numerous,  and  the 
next  were  the  Perfian  Guebres,  who  worfhipped 
the  element  of  Fire,  as  the  be(l:  reprefentative  of 
God.  The  Chriftians  of  Europe  and  of  Ar- 
menia polTelTed  feveral  fadories  in  the  feveral 
cities  and  ports,  and  they  wandered  in  purfuit 
of  commerce  over  all  the  empire.  Ihe  dif- 
ferent opinions  among  all  thefe  feds,  on  a 
fubject  which  mankind  reckon  of  the  lafl:  im- 
portance, were  the  fource  of  difputes,  animofities, 
and  quarrels.  Akbar  was  chagrined.  He  tole- 
rated every  religion  ;  he  admitted  men  of  all 
perfuafions  into  his  confidence  and  fervice  ;  and  he 
had  formed  ferious  thoughts  of  promulgating  a 
new  faith,  which  might  reconcile  the  minds  of 
all  his  fubjecls.  He  eftetmed  himfelf  as  equal 
in  abilities  to  Mahommed,  and  he  had  more 
power  to  enforce  his  doftrine.  But,  forefeeing 
the  diftradtions  which  this  arduous  mealure 
might  occafion,  he  drcpt  his  defign  ;  and,  inftead 
of  eftablifhing  a  new  faith,  contented  himfelf 
with  giving  no  credit  to  any  of  the  old  fyflems  of 
religion.  Jehangire  in  his  youth  had  imbibed 
his  lather's  principles-  He  began  to  write  a 
new  code  of  divine  law  ;  but  he  had  neither  the 
?iufterity  nor  the  abilities  of  a  prophet.     He  {hewed 

more 


,io  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

more  wifdom  in  relinquifhing,  than  In  forming 
fuch  a  vifionar)'  fcheme. 

Jehangire  was  fubjecl  to  violent  paffions  upon 
many  occafions.  Complaints  againft  his  nobles, 
iJif=vio.  and  even  againft  his  favourite  fons,  were  received 
with  an  eagernefs,  and  a  rage  againft  the  offen- 
ders, more  eafily  imagined  than  defcribed.  When 
his  mind  was  heated  with  a  relation  of  oppref- 
fion,  he  often  burft  out  into  a  loud  exclamation, 
"  Who  in  my  empire  has  dared  to  do  this  wrong?" 
His  violence  flew  before  the  accufation  ;  and  to 
name  any  perfon  to  him,  was  to  convince  him 
of  his  guilt.  Shaw  Jehan  had  been  known,  when 
in  the  greateft  favour,  to  have  come  trembling 
before  his  father,  at  the  accufation  of  the  meaneft 
fubje£t ;  and  the  whole  miniftry,  and  the  fervants 
of  the  court,  frequently  ftood  abaflied,  pale,  dif- 
tant,  and  in  terror  for  themfelves,  when  a  poor 
man  in  rags  was  relating  his  grievai  ces  to  the 
emoeror. 
Anhi-  His  excefTive  feverity  in  the  execution  of  im- 

flance  partial  jufticc,  was  the  great  line  which  marks 
the  features  of  the  chara<5ler  of  Jehangire. — 
He  had  no  refpeft  of  perfons,  when  he  animad- 
verted upon  crimes.  His  former  favour  was  ob- 
literated at  once  by  guilt ;  and  he  perfevered, 
with  undeviating  rigour,  to  revenge  upon  the 
great,  the  injuries  done  to  the  low.  The  ftory 
of  Seif  Alia  remains  as  a  monument  of  his  favage 
juftice.  The  fifter  of  the  favourite  Sultana  had 
a  fon  by  her  hufband  Ibrahim,  the  Suba  of 
Bengal,  who,  from  his  tender  years,  had  been 
brought  up  at  court  by  the  cmprefs,  who  hav- 
ing no  fons  by  jehangire,  adopted  Self  Alia  for 
her  own.  The  emperor  was  fond  of  the  boy  ;  he 
even  often  feaied  him  upon  his  throne.  At  twelve 
years  of  age  Alia  returned  to  his  father  in  Ben- 
gal.    Jehangire  gave  him  a  letter  to    the  Suba, 

with 
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with  orders  to  appoint  him   8;overnor  of  Burd-     a.  d. 
wan.     Alia,  after  having    refiJed  in  his  govern-      •^r'- 
ment  foine  yfrars,  had   the    misfortune,    when  he      J037". 
was  one  day  riding  on  an  elephant  through  the 
flreet,  to   tread    b.  •  accident    a   child    to  death. 
The  parent?    of  the  child  followed    Alia  to  his 
houfe.       i  hey    loudly   demanded  an    exemplary 
punifhment  on  the  driver  ;    and    the  governor, 
confidering  it   an  accident,  refufed   their  requelt, 
and  ordered  them  to   be  driven  away   from    his 
door.     They    abufcd  him    in   very    opprobrious 
terms  ;  and  Alia,  proud  of  his  rank  and   family, 
expelled  them  from  the  diilrict  of  Burdwan. 

Jehangire  refiding,  at  that  time,  in  the  city  of  °^'?'' ^^- 
Lahore,  they  found  their  way,  after  a  long  jour-  ^"  ^ 
ney  on  foot,  to  the  prefence.  They  called  aloud 
for  juftice;  and  the  emperor  wrote  a  letter  to 
Alia  with  his  own  hand,  with  peremptory  orders 
to  rellore  to  the  injured  parents  of  the  child  their 
poiTeffions,  and  to  make  them  ample  amends  for 
their  lofs  and  the  fatigue  of  their  journey.  The 
pride  of  Alia  was  hurt,  at  the  victory  obtained 
over  him  ;  and  inftead  of  obeying  the  orders  of 
his  prince,  he  threw  them  into  prifon,  till  they 
made  fubmiffions  to  him  for  their  conduct.  But 
as  foon  as  they  were  releafed,  they  travelled  again 
to  Lahore.  Alia  was  alarmed,  and  wrote  let- 
ters to  the  Sultana  and  Afiph  Jah,  to  prevent 
the  petitioners  from  being  admitted  into  the 
prefence.  They  hovered  to  no  effect,  for  forae 
months,  absut  the  palace.  They  could  not 
even  come  within  hearing  of  the  emperor,  till 
one  day,  that  he  was  taking  his  pleafureia  a  barge 
upon  the  river.  They  prelfsd  forward  throu9;h 
the  crowd  ;  and  thrice  called  out  aloud  for  juf- 
tice.  The  emperor  heard  them,  and  he  recollect- 
ed their  perfons.  He  ordered  the  barge  to  be 
rowed,  that    inllant,  to    the    bank;   and,  before 
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A.  D.  he  enquired  Into  the  nature  of  their  complaint, 
i!^.^'-  he  wrote  an  order  for  them  to  receive  a  penfion 
1037.      for  life,  from  the  Imperial  treafury.     When  they 

* ^1-^*-^  had  explained  their  grievances,  he  faid  not  a  word, 

but  he  commanded  Alia  to  appear  immediately  at 
court. 
inthee\e-      Alia  obeyed  the   Imperial   command;  but    he 
S'ice.°^    knew  not  the  intentions  of  Jehangire,  which  that 
prince  had    locked  up  in  his    own   breaft.      J'he 
youth   encamped  with  his    retinue,    the   night  of 
his  arrival,  on    the  oppofite  bank  of   the    river  ; 
and  fent  a  meflenger  to  announce  his  coming   to 
the  emperor.     Jehangire  gave  orders  for  one   of 
his  elephants  of  itate  to  be  ready,  by  the  dawn 
of  day  ;  and  he  at  the  fame  time  direded  the  pa- 
rents of  the  child  to  attend.     He  himfelf  was  up 
before  ir   was  light,  and  having  eroded  the  river, 
he  came  to  the  camp    of  Alia,  and  commanded 
him  to  be  bound.     The  parents  were  mounted  upv.-a 
the  elephant ;  and  the  emperor  ordered  the  driver 
to  tread  the   unfortunate    young    man   to   duath. 
But  the  driver,  afraid  of    the  refentment    of  the 
Sultana,  paifed  ovtr  him    feveral  times,  without 
giving  the  elephant  the  nectlfary  direftioas.     The 
emperor,  however,  by  his  threats  obliged  him  at 
Iniit  to  execute   his  orders.     He  retired  home    in 
filence ;   and    iJlued    out   his  commands  to    bury 
Alia  with  great  pomp  and  magnilicence,  and  that 
the  court  (houid  go    into  m(;urniiig  for   him   for 
the  fpace  of  two  (noons. — "  I  loved    him;"  faid 
Jehangire,  "    bat  jullice,    like    neccflity,  (liould 
bind  monarchs." 
Ofh'h  -      The  fcverejulLice  of  Jehangire  eflablifhed  tran- 
"^'^"'^-'"      quality    tlirou;/;!    all    his   domi.iions,  w.'ien   they 
were  not  dill  orbed  bv  the  ambition  of    hi,<    Ions. 
The  Subas  of  provinces  avoided  uppreflion,  as  the 
poor  had   a  determined  avenger  of  their  vvrongs, 
in  theii  fovereign.     He,  upon  every  occafion,   af- 
fected 
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feftetl  the  converfation  of  the  lower  fort.  They 
had  immediate  accefs  to  his  perfon  ;  and  he  only  '677 
feemed  pleafed,  when  he  was  humbling  the  pride  lo/^" 
of  his  nobles,  upon  the  jail  complainrs  of  the  ^-^^-^w 
vulgar.  He  boalted  of  his  humanity,  as  well  as 
of  his  juflice.  He  had  ufed  to  fay,  'i'hat  a  mo- 
narch (hould  even  fee!  for  the  bealis  of  the  field  ; 
and  that  the  birds  of  heaven  ought  to  receive 
their  due  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

As  fo  in  as  Jehangire    expired,   Afiph,  at    the  Da-vir 
head  of  the  Imperial  retinue,  proceeded  with  the  ^''jJt"'^ 
body  to  L<4jore.      When  arrived  on  the  banks  of^hroLl  ^ 
the  Gelum,  he  difpatched  a  Hindoo  named  Narfi, 
with  the  ring,  to  Mohabet,  as  the  fignal  forihat 
lord  to  efpoufe  the    caufe  of  Shaw  Jehan.      Tiie 
will  of  Jehangire  had  been  opened  immediately 
upon  his  demiJe.     He  had,  at    the  infligation  of 
the  Sultana,  named  his  fourth  fon  Shariai',  as  his 
fuccelfor  in  the  throne  ;  but  that  prince  had,  fome 
weeks    before,  fet  out    for  Lahore.     When   the 
news    of    the    death    of    Jehangire    arrived    at 
that  city,  the  prince  feized  upon  the  Imperial  trea- 
fure,  and  encouraged  the    troops  to  join  him,  by 
ample^  donations.     The  vifier  was  alarmed.     To 
gain  time  for  the    execution  of  his  deligns  in  fa- 
vour of   Shaw      Jehan,    he    proclaimed    Dawir 
Buxfii,  the  fon  of  prince    Chu.'ero,    emperor  of 
the  Moguls.     His  filter  difapproved  of  this   mea- 
fure;  and   endeavoured  to    raife  a  party  in   the 
camp  in  favour  of  Shariar :  but  he  put  an  end  to 
her  fchemes,  by  confining   her    to  her  tent ;  and 
gave  (tricl  orders,  that  none  fhould   be  admitted 
into  her  prefence. 

Shariar,    by  means   of  the    Imperial   treamre,  Sh^nar 
colleaed  together  a  confiderable  force.     Being  ill  ^.^^tT^^d 
of  a  venereal  diforder  himfelf,  he  appointed  Bale-  bim'der 
far,  the  fon  of  his  uncle,  the  prince  Danial,  to 
command  his  army.     The  troops   of  Afiph  were 

inferior 
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A.  D,  inferior  in  number  to  thofe  of  Shariar ;  but  they 
1627.  wtre,  in  fome  mealure,  ilifciplined,  and  inured 
,037,  to  the  Held.  Shariar  had  croffed  the  Geiam  bc- 
^"—^4-'^'  fore  the  arrival  of  Ahph  ;  who  drew  up  his  forces 
upon  the  Hrfl  appearance  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
rather  a  flight  than  a  battle.  The  raw  troops  of 
Shariar  gave  way,  behire  they  came  to  blows, 
lie  was  no!  himielf  in  the  adt'on  :  he  flood  on  a  dif- 
tant  hill,  and  fell  in  into  the  current  of  retreat.  He 
iliut  hinifelf  up  in  the  citadel  of  Lahore  ;  which 
was  inverted  the  nex"-  day  by  the  army  of  Aliph. 
The  friends  of  Shariar  defcrted  him  y  and  made 
terms  for  theniielves.  Ihe  unfortunate  prince 
hid  h'.mftlf  in  a  cellar  within  the  haram.  He 
was  found,  and  dragged  to  the  light  by  Ferofe 
Chan  ;  and  Allivcrdi  bound  his  hands  with  his 
girdle,  and  brougiit  him  to  Dawir  Bu-fli.  He 
was  ordered  to  be  confined  ;  and  the  fecond  day 
he  was  deprived  of  fight. 
March  of  Narfi,  the  mefiengcr  of  Afiph,  arrived  with  the 
han^  '  ^^"S'  ^frer  a  journey  of  three  weeks,  at  Chibir 
on  the  borders  of  Golconda,  where  Mohabet,  at 
the  time,  refided,  with  Shaw  Jehan.  He  in- 
formed the  prince  of  the  death  of  Jeliangire ; 
and  acquainted  Mohabet  of  the  plan  formed  by 
the  vifier,  to  fccure  the  throne  for  the  former ; 
and  that  Dawir  BuxOi  was  only  raifed,  as  a 
temporary  bulwark  againfl  the  defigns  of  the 
Sultana,  and  tc^  appeaie  the  people,  who  were 
avcrfe  to  Shariar.  Shaw  Jehan,  by  the  advice 
of  Mohabet,  began  his  march  through  Guzerat. 
Two  officers  were  fent  with  letters  to  ih-;  vizier ; 
and  Nn'har  C^han  was  difpatched  with  pre- 
lents  to  Lodi,  who  commanded  the  army  in  the 
Decan. 
SufpJc'.oi.F  Lodi  was  always  avci fc  to  the  intcrefls  of  Shaw 
Laii"  '^  Jel  an.  He  was  proud  and  pafiionate  ;  of  high 
binh,  a:jd  reputuiion  in  war.     Deriving  his  birih 

from 
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from  the  Imperial  family  of  Lodi,    he  even   had     a.  d. 
views  on  the  empire.     Many  of  his  nation  ferved      i^??- 
under  him  in  the  army  ;   and  confiding   in  their      ,037'. 
attachment,  he  looked  with  fecret  pleafure  upon  v-^-^-^w' 
the  contefts  for  the  throne,    which   were  likely 
to  arife  in  the  family  of  Timur.     He  had  de- 
tached a  part  of  his  army  to  feize  Malava,  and  all 
the  Imperial  teirirories  bordering  upon  that   pro- 
vince.    The  meifenger  of   Shaw  Jehan  was   re- 
ceived  with    coldnefs.       The    anfvver  given  him 
was  undecifive  and  evafive  ;  and  he  was  diimilfed 
without  any  marks  either  of  refentment  or  favour. 
Lodi  did  not  fee  clearly  before  him  ;  and  he  was 
refolved  to  take  advantage  of  events  as  they  fhould 
happen  to  rife. 

Shaw  Jehan  having,  as  already  mentioned,  i^awjr  ^ 
taken  the  rout  of  Guzerat,  received  the  fubmifTion  ^^r^^  ^^d 
of  that  province.  Seif  Chan,  who  commanded  murdered. 
for  the  empire,  being  fick,  was  taken  in  his  bed  ; 
but  his  life  was  fpared  at  the  interceffion  of  his 
wife,  who  was  the  particular  favourite  of  the 
filter  of  the  prince.  Having  remained  feven 
days  at  Ahmedabad,  news  arrived  of  the  victory 
of  the  vificr  over  Shariar.  Chidmud-Perilf  was 
difpatched  to  the  conqueror  with  letters.  They 
contained  expreHions  of  the  deepell  gratitude  to 
the  minifter ;  but  he,  at  the  fame  time,  inti- 
mated, that  diiTention  could  not  ceafe  but  with 
the  life  of  the  fons  of  Chufero  and  Danial. — : 
The  temporary  emperor,  Dawir  Buxfh,  had  been 
dethroned  and  imprifoned  three  days  before  the 
arrival  of  Shaw  Jehan's  meifenger  at  Lahore. 
His  brother  Gurfhafp,  and  Baiefar  and  Hofhung, 
the  fons  of  Danial,  had  been  alfo  confined.  To 
ihow  his  attachment  to  Shaw  Jehan,  the  vifier 
delivered  the  keys  of  the  prifon  to  Perift:  ;  and 
that  chief,  to  gain  his  mailer's  favour,  flrangled 
the  three  princes  that  very  night.  Afiph  made  no 
enquiry   concerning  their  deaths.     He  marched 

Vol.  m.  Q^  the 
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A.  D.     t^ie  next  day   toward  Agra,  having  proclaimed 
'^-7-      Shaw  Jehan  emperor  of  the  Moguls. 
1037!  Shaw  Jehan  arriving  at  Ajmere,  was  joined,  in 

"^-^r^^  that  city,  by  the  Rana  and  his  fon.  They  were 
Sh.tw  je-  dignified  with  titles ;  and  feveral  Omrahs  were 
^rAgir'  r^i^'^d  ^^  higher  ranks  of  nobility.  The  govern- 
ment of  Ajmere,  with  many  rich  eflates,  were 
conferred  upon  Mohabet ;  and  the  emperor,  for 
Shaw  Jehan  had  aflumed  that  title,  marched 
toward  A^ra,  and  pitched  his  camp  in  fight  of 
that  capital,  on  the  31ft  of  January  1628,.  in 
the  garden  which,  from  its  beauty,  was  called  the 
Habitation  of  Light.  Caflim,  the  governor  of 
Agra,  came  with  the  keys,  and  touched  the 
ground  with  his  forehead  before  the  emperor  ; 
who  entered  the  city  the  next  day,  amid  the  accla- 
mations of  the  populace.  They  forgot  his  crimes 
in  his  fplendour ;  and  recognized  the  right  to  the 
throne,  which  murder  had  procured. 
Jehan-  Scveri  children  were  born  to   the  emperor  Je- 

JJ^'JJ '^^''' hangire  :  five  fons  and  two  daughters.  The 
firft  were  Chufero,  Purvez,  Churrum,  Jehandar, 
and  Shariar ;  the  daughters  were  Sultana  Niffa, 
and  Sultana  Bar  Banu.  Chulero,  Purvez,  and 
Jehandar  died  before  their  father  :  Shariar  fell  a 
victim  to  his  brother's  jealoufy  ;  and  Churrum, 
under  the  name  of  Shaw  Jehan,  fucceeded  to  the 
empire.  The  prince  Chufero  left  two  fons,  Da- 
wir  Buxfh  and  Gurfliafp  :  the  firft  had  obtained 
the  name  of  emperor ;  they  were  both  murder- 
ed, as  has  been  already  mentioned,  at  Lahore. 
The  chililren  of  Purvez  were  a  fon  and  a  daugh- 
ter :  the  firft,  by  dying  a  natural  death  foon  after 
his  father,  prevented  the  dagger  of  Shaw  Jehan 
from  committing  another  murder  ;  and  the  latter 
became  afterwards  the  wife  of  Data,  the  eldefl 
fon  of  Shaw  Jehan. — The  two  fons  of  Danial, 
Baicfar  and  Ilofhung,  had  been    confined  during 
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the  reign  of  their  uncle  Jehangire.  Strangers  to  A.  D. 
the  world,  and  deflitute  of  experience,  their  '^?^- 
nerves  were  relaxed  by  inactivity,  and  their  minds 
broken  by  adverfity.  'This  (fate  of  debility  did 
not  fecure  them  from  the  jealoufy  of  the  new 
emperor,  by  whofe  commands  they  were  flrang- 
led  at  Lahore.  The  emperor,  either  by  the  dao-- 
ger  or  bowftring,  difpatched  all  the  males  of  the 
houfe  of  Timur ;  fo  that  he  himfelf  and  his  chil- 
dren only  remained  of  the  pofterity  of  Baber, 
who  conquered  India. 

The  Hate  of  Perfia  fufiered  no   change  during  State  of 
the  reign  of  the  emperor  Jehangire  in  Hindoflan.  vibll\^^ 
Shaw  Abas,    firnamed   the  Great,  who  was    in  Tartary. 
his  twentieth  year  on  the  throne  of   the  family 
of  Seifi  at  the  death  of   Akbar,  outlived  Jehan- 
gire.    He  covered  with  fplendid  exploits,  and  a 
rigorous  adherence  to  julHce,   : he  natural  feverity 
and  even  cruelty  of  his  charader ;  and  acquired 
the  reputation  of  a  great,  though  not  of  an  amia- 
ble, prince.     The  Ulbec  Tartars  of  Great  Bucha- 
ria,  who  had  made  encroachments  on  the  Perfian 
dominions  during  the   interrupted  reigns   of  the 
immediate  predecefTors  of   Abas,    lofl  much   of 
their  confequence  in  the   time   of  that  vidorious 
prince.     Domellic    troubles   and   difputes    about 
the  fucceffion  converted  the  wcftern   Tartary  into 
a  fcene  of  blood  ;  and  oifered  an  object  of  ambi- 
tion  to   Abas.     He   invaded   Choraflan ;  he   be- 
fieged  the  capital  Balick,  but  he  was   obliged  to 
retreat,  by  the  aftivity  and  valour  of  Baki,  who 
had  pofTeiTed  himfelf,    after  various  viciffitudes  of 
fortune,  of   the    throne   of   the  Ufbecs.     Baki, 
dying  in  the  third   year  of   his  reign,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  brother  Walli  ;    who  being   ex- 
pelled by  his  uncle,  took  refuge,  with   many  of 
his   nobles,  in  the  court   of  Shaw   Abas.     The 
Perfian  aflifted  him  with  an  army.     He  was  fuc 

C^  a  ccfsful 
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A.  P.     cefsful  in  many  engagements,  defeated  his  uncle's 

J^?^      forces,  and  took   the  city  of  Bochara  ;  but   his 

1037.     fortune   changed  near  Samarcand,  and  he  fell  in 

^"••'^r*"*-'  a  battle,  which  he  loft.     The  views  of  Abas,  on 

the  weftern  dominions  of  the  Ufbecs,  which  had 

formerly  belonged  to  Perfia,    fell  with   his   ally 

Walli.     Emam  Kulli    and   his   brother   divided 

between  the   empire ;    and,  notwithftanding  the 

efforts  of  Abas,  retained  the   dominion   of  the 

extenfive  province  of  Choraffan. 


S  H  A  W  ^ 
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CHAP.      I. 


RefleSliom-^AcceJ/ton  of  Shaw  yehdn — Promotions 
— The  emperor's  children — State  of  the  empire 
•with  regard  to  foreign  powers — hicurfion  of  the 
UJhecs — War  in  Bundelcund — Difgrace — Tragi- 
cal Jlory — ^and  Jlight  of  Chan  fehdn  Lodi-^ 
Death  and  charader  of  Shaw  Abas  of  Perfia — 
Emperor's  march  to  the  Decan — War  in  Golcon- 
da  and  Tellingana — Irruption  of  the  Afgans—^ 
The  vijier  Aftph  takes  the  field. 

X  HE  ideas  upon  government  which  the  Tar-    A.  D. 
tars  of  the  northern   Afia  carried  into  their  con-     J^?^* 
quefts  in    Hindoftan,  were  often  fatal  to  the  pof-     1037. 
terity   of  Timur.     Monarchy   defcends    through  ^^'7^ 
.the    channel   of  primogeniture  ;    but    defpotifm  tions. 
mull  never  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  minor.     The 
prince  is  the  center  of  union  between  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  ftate  ;  and,  when   he  happens  to   be 
31  child,  the  ties  which  bind  the  allegiance  of  the 
fubjed  are  diflblved.     Habituated   to  battle,   and 
inured  to  depredation,  the  Tartars  always  adopt- 
ed for  their  leader,   that  perfon  of  the  family  of 
their    princes  who  was  mod  proper  for  their  own 
mode  of  life ;  and  loft  fight  of  hereditary  fuccef- 
fioti  in  the  convenience   %i    the  nation.     When 

they 
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they  fettled  in  better  regions  than  their   native 
country,  they  did  not    lay  afide  a   cuftom  fuited 
only  to  incurfion  and    war.     The  fucceflion  to 
the  throne  was  never  determined  by  eftablifhed 
rules ;  and  a  door   was   opened   to    intrigue,    to 
murder,  and  to  civil    war.     Every  prince,  as    if 
in   an   enemy's    country,    mounted    the    throne 
through  conqueft ;   and  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  as 
well  as  his  own,  forced   him,    in  a   manner,    to 
become  an  aflaffin,  and  to    ftain   the  day  of  his 
acceflion  with  the  blood  of  his  relations.     When 
therefore  the  Defpot  died,  ambition  was  noc  the 
only  iburce  of  broils  among  his  fons.     They  con- 
tended for  life  as  well  as  for  the  throne  ;    under 
a  certainty  that  the  firll  mull  be  loft,  without  a 
poifeffion  of  luc  fccond.     Self  prcfcivation,  that 
firft  principle  of  the  human  mind,  converted  fre- 
quently the  humane  prince  into  a   cruel  tyrant, 
and  thus  neceflity  prompted  men  to  adions,  which 
their  fouls  perhaps  abhorred, 
of  Sh^w'^        Shaw  Jehan  had  this  apology  for  the  murder 
Jehan.       of  his  relations  ;  and  the  manners  of  the  people 
were  fo   much  adapted  to  an  idea  of  neceflity  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  that  they   acquiefced   without  mur- 
muring under  his  government.     He  mounted  the 
throne  of  the  Moguls  in  Agra,  on  the    firft   of 
February,  of  the  year  1628  of  the  Chriftian  iEra  ; 
and,  according  to  the  pompous  manner  of  eaftcrn 
princes,  alTumed  the  titles  of  The  true  star 

OF  THE  FAITH,  THE  SECOND  LORD  OF  THE 
HAPPY        CONJUNCTIONS,       MaHOMMED,       THE 

KING  OF  THE  WORLD.  He  was  bom  at  Lahore 
CD  the  fifth  of  January,  i'92,  and,  on  the  day 
of  his  acceflion,  he  was  thirty-fix  folar  years  and 
twenty-eight  days  old.  To  drive  away  the  memo- 
ry of  the  late  affafiinations  from  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  to  gratify  the  nobles,  who  had 
crowded  from  every  quarter  to  Agra,  he  ufhered 

IB 
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in  his  reign  with  a  feftival,  \rhich  exceeded  every 
thing  of  the  kind  known  in  that  age,  in  magni- 
ficence and  expence.  The  pompous  (hews  of  the 
favourite  Suhana,  in  the  late  reign,  vaniflied  in 
the  fuperior  grandeur  of  thofe  exhibited  by  Shaw 
Jehan. 

In  the  midft  of  feftivity  and  joy,  Shaw  Jehan  Promotl- 
did  neither  forget  the  ilate  nor  the  gratitude 
which  he  owed  to  his  friends.  Afiph  Jah,  though 
not  yet  arrived  from  Lahore,  was  confirmed  in 
the  office  of  vifier.  His  appointments  to  fupport 
the  dignity  of  his  ftation,  as  a  reward  for  the 
part  he  aded,  in  fecuring  the  poffeffion  of  the 
throne  to  the  emperor,  amounted  to  near  a  mil- 
lion fterling.  Mohabet,  who  in  Shaw  Jehan's 
progrefs  from  the  Decan  to  Agra,  had  been 
prefented  with  the  government  of  Ajmere,  was 
raifed  to  the  high  office  of  captain-general  of  all 
the  forces,  and  to  the  title  and  dignity  of  Chan 
Chanan,  or  firft  of  the  nobles.  His  fon  Chana- 
zad,  who  had  been  laifed  to  the  title  of  Chan 
Ziman,  was  placed  in  the  government  of  Malava. 
Behar  was  conferred  on  Chan  Alum,  Bengal  on 
Cafim,  Allahabad  on  Janfapar  Chan.  The  em- 
peror, in  beftowing  the  province  of  Cabul  on 
Lifcar,  exhibited  an  inftance  of  juftice.  He  had, 
during  his  rebellion,  taken  eight  lacks  of  rou- 
pees  by  force  from  that  Omrah,  and  when  he  ap- 
pointed him  to  Cabul,  he  at  the  fame  time  gave 
him  a  draught  on  the  treafury  for  the  money ; 
fignifying  to  Lifcar,  "  That  neceffity  being  re- 
moved, there  was  no  excufe  for  the  continuance 
of  injuftice."  Fifty  Mahommedan  nobles,  to- 
gether with  many  Indian  Rajas,  were  raifed  to 
honours,  and  gratified  with  prefents. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  at  Agra,  Afiph  pur-  Afiph  ar- 
fued  his  journey  in  very  flow  marches  from  La-^^^"^^^ 
bore.     His  filler,  the  favourite  of    the  late  em- 
peror, 
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/>,.  D.  peror,  belnjr  ruined  in  all  her  fchemes  of  ambi- 
1628.  tion,  was  left,  in  a  kind  of  confinement  at  La- 
1037.  hore,  in  the  Imperial  palace.  The  four  fons  of 
''^-^r^"-^  the  reigning  emperor,  Dara,  Suja,  Aurungzebe, 
and  Morad,  had  been  fent  as  hoftages  for  their 
father's  good  behaviour  to  Jehangire.  They 
were  in  the  Imperial  camp  when  that  monarch 
expired  ;  and  Afiph  treated  them  with  kindnefs 
and  refpeft.  He  arrived  at  Agra  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  March,  and  prefented  his  fons  to  the 
emperor,  when  he  was  celebrating  the  feflival  of 
the  Norofe,  which  is  kept  by  the  followers  of  Ma- 
hommed  at  the  vernal  equinox  in  every  year. 
The  emperor  was  fo  much  rejoiced  at  the  fight  of 
his  children,  who  had  been  all  born  to  him  by  his 
favourite  wife  the  daughter  of  Afiph,  that  he 
conferred  upon  their  grandfather,  the  pompous 
title     of      The     rATH£R    of     princes,     the 

STRFNGTH   OF     THE     REALM,     AND     PROTECTOR 
OF    THE  EMPIRE. 

of  iht'em-  The  Imperial  prince  Dara  Sheko  was  thirteen 
peror.  ycars  old  at  the  accefllon  of  his  father  to  the 
throne  ;  Suja  was  in  the  twelfth,  Aurungzebe  in 
the  tenth,  and  Morad  in  the  fourth  lunar  year 
of  his  age.  The  eldefl  of  the  emperor's  chil- 
dren, by  the  favourite  Sultana,  the  daughter  of 
Afiph,  was  the  princefs  Jehanara,  which  name 
fignifies  The  ornament  of  the  world.  She 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  Shaw  Jehan 
mounted  the  throne.  Senfible,  lively  and  gene- 
rous, elegant  in  her  perfon,  and  accomplifhed  in 
her  mind,  fhe  obtained  an  abfolute  empire  over 
her  father.  A  fimilarity  of  difpofition  with  the 
open  and  fincere  Dara,  attached  her  to  the  intereft 
of  that  prince  ;  and  he  owed,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  favour  of  his  father  to  her  influence, 
Poihenrai  Begum,  or  The  princess  of  the  en- 
lightened MIND,  was   the   ftcond  daughter  of 

Shaw 
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Shaw    Jehln,  and    his  fourth  child  by  the  favou-     A.  D. 
rite  Sultana.     Her  wit  was  Iharp  and  penetrating,      J.'^^^- 
her  judgment  found,  her    manner    engaging  like      1.^7. 
her  perfon  ;  fhe   was  full  of  addrefs,  and   calcu-  ^-^r—w 
lated  for  ftratao-em  and  intri^jue.     She  refembled 
the   pervading  temper  of    Aurungzebe,  and    ilie 
favoured     his     defigns.      The     emperor's     third 
daughter   was   Suria   Banu,    or   The    splendid 
ptiiNCEss  ;  a  name  fuited  to  her  exquifite  beauty. 
She  was   eaTy  and  gentle  in  her  temper,  foft  and 
pleafmg   in  her  addrefs,  humane,  benevolent  and 
lilent :  averfe  to    duplicity    and   art,  full   of  dig- 
nity  and  honourable  pride.     She  took    no    part 
in  the  intrigues  which  diflurbed  the  repofe  of  the 
flate,  devoting  her   time   to  the  accomplifliments 
of  her  fex,  and  a  few  innocent  amufements. 

Shaw  Jehan  found  himfelf  in  the  peaceable  ^^^^^  °^ 
poiTeifion  of  the  extenfive  empire  of  his  father,  pire, 
and  he  had  abilities  to  govern  it  with  dignity, 
juflice  and  precifion.  Tranquillity  was  eflablifh- 
ed  at  home ;  and  there  were  no  enemies  to 
diflurb  him  from  abroad.  Shaw  Abas  foon  af- 
ter died  in  Perfia ;  and  the  fceptre  fell  into  the 
weak  and  inactive  hands  of  his  grandfon  Sefi ;  a 
prince,  incapable  of  either  governing  his  fubjects 
with  dignity,  or  of  giving  any  diflurbance  to  his 
neighbours.  The  fpirit  of  the  Uibecs  had  de- 
clined ;  and  they  were  exhaufled  by  diiputed  fuc- 
ceffions  and  civil  wars.  The  Indian  nations,  be- 
yond the  pale  of  the  empire,  were  peaceable  and 
unwarlike  :  incapable  of  committing  injuries,  and 
too  diftant  from  the  feat  of  government  to  receive 
them.  The  Portugueze,  though  the  moH:  power- 
ful European  nation  in  India,  were  not  formida- 
ble to  the  empire,  though  hated  by  the  prince. 
Shaw  Jehan,  when  in  arms  againit  his  father, 
had  foHcited  their  auiflance.  'i'hey  had  not  only 
refufed  him  their  aid,    but,  in  a  manly  manner, 

reproached 
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A.D.  reproached  him  for  having  demanded  it  againft 
Hi\^.'  ^'^^  parent  and  fovereign.  He  was  fenfible  of  the 
IC37-     juflice  of  the  reproof,  and  therefore  could   not 

^'"*^»''^^  forgive  it.  The  Sultana  was  their  enemy.  She 
had  accompanied  her  hufband  to  one  of  their 
fettlements ;  and  fhe  was  enraged  beyond  mea- 
fure  againft  them  for  the  worfliip  they  paid  to 
images. 

I.odi  fub-       The  difrefpecl  fliewn  by  Lodi  who  commanded 

*"'^''  in  the  Decan,  to  Nifliar  Chan  the  emperor's  mef- 
fenger,  produced  a  fuperfeding  commiilion  to  the 
latter  againft  the  former.  Nifhar  produced  the 
Imperial  mandate :  but  Lodi  would  not  obey. 
Mohabet  was  ordered  with  a  force  againft  the  re- 
fradlory  general ;  and  Nifhar,  on  account  of  his 
not  having  aded  with  a  proper  fpirit,  was  re- 
called. Chan  Ziman,  from  his  government  of 
Malava,  marched  with  all  his  forces  to  the  aid  of 
his  father  Mohabet.  Lodi  was  foon  reduced  to 
extremities.  He  fent  meftengers  to  Mohabet, 
with  a  requeft  of  his  mediation  with  the  emperor, 
explaining  away  his  conducl,  by  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  reigning  emperor  againft 
the  will  of  Jehangire.  "  But  now,"  continues 
he,  "  that  Shaw  Jehan  remains  alone  of  the 
pofterity  of  Timur,  Lodi  cannot  hefitate  to  obey 
his  commands.**  Thefe  letters  were  received  by 
Mohiibet  before  things  came  to  open  hoftility. 
He  tranfmitted  them  to  Agra,  and  Lodi  was  re- 
flored,  in  appearance,  to  favour. 

Invalon  Thc  confufions  occafioned  by  the  difputed  fuc- 
cellion,  after  the  death  of  jehangire,  rouzed  the 
ambition  of  Shaw  Kuli,  prince  of  the  Ufbec  Tar- 
tars. He  looked  upon  a  civil  war  as  a  certain 
event  in  India ;  and  he  refolved  to  feize  on  the 
opportunity  prefented  by  Fortune.  He  ordered 
ten  thoufand  of  his  beft  horfe  under  Nidder  Ma- 
hcmmed,  accompanied  with  a  good  train  of  ar- 
tillery. 
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tillery,  to  penetrate  into  the  province  of  Cabul.     a  d 
Ihat   general    entered    the    Imperial   dominions       "5^3.' 
and  laid  fiege  to  the  fortrefs  of  Zohac.     But   the      "3? 
place    was    fo    ftrong,  and   fo   well  defended  by  — .-^w 
Zmgis,  who  commanded  the  garrifon,  that  Ma- 
hommed,  after  fuffering  a  confiderable  lofs,  raifed 
the   fiege.     The    Ufbecs,  however,  did    not    re- 
treat to  their   own  country.     Mahommed,  after 
being  repuifed  at  Zohac,  attempted  to  furprize 
Cabul,  and,  having  failed  in   the  enterprize,  he 
fat  down  before  that  city. 

Having  fummoned  the  garrifon  of  Cabul  to  no  of  thcuc 
purpofe,  the   Ux^ecs   began   to    make  their   ap-  ^'"• 
proaches.     They  foon  advanced  their  batteries  to 
the  countericarp  of  the  ditch,  and,  by  a  conftant 
fire,  made  ftveral  breaches  in  the  wail.     Ziffer 
the    late   Suba,  hnd   left  the   place;  and   Lifcar^ 
the   new   governor,  was   not  yet  arrived.     The 
command  of  the  garrifon  was  in  Jacob   Chan  • 
who  defended  himfelf  fo  well,  that  the  enemy  was 
beat   back  with  great  lofs  in  a  general  affault. 
Mahommed,  though   repuifed,    was   not   difcou- 
raged.     He   raifed,   with   great  labour,  mounds 
to  command  the  walls ;  and  drove  the  befieged 
from   the   rampart.     The  breach,  however,  had 
been  repaired,  and  the  Ufbecs  durfl  not  attempt 
to  fcale  the  walls.  • 

^  The  news  of  the  invafion  had,  in  the  mean  Repuifed. 
time,  arrived  at  the  court  of  Agra ;  and  the  em- 
peror,  finding  that  Mohabet  had  fettled  the  affairs 
of  the  Decan,  ordered  that  general  to  the  relief 
of  Cabul.  Having  left  his  fon  in  his  command 
m  the  fouth,  Mohabet  haflened  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  the  north.  Twelve  thoufand  horfe  at- 
tended him  ;  and  he  was  to  take  up  the  forces  of 
Punjab  on  his  way.  The  fiege  had  now  conti- 
nued three  months ;  the  Ufbecs  had  again  made 
a  pradicable  breach,  and  the  ditch  was  almoft 

filled, 
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A  D.     filled,  when  the  news  of  the  march  of  Mohnbet 
1^2?.      arrived  in  the  camp  of  Mahommed.     He  redou- 
.'>3'7.      bled  his  diligence ;  and  the  garrifon,  who  knew 
"'-■^i — -^  nothinj^  of  fuccour,  began    to  defpair.     When, 
therefore,  the  Ufhecs  began   to   prepare  for  a  fe- 
cond  general  afl'ault,   the  befieged  fallied  out  with 
all  their  forces.     The  battle  was  obftinate  and 
bloody ;   but  Mahommed   was   at   length   obliged 
to  give  way ;  and  the  garrifon  hung  on  his  heels 
beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  province.     jVIohabet, 
upon  the  news  of  this  defeat,   returned  to   Agra; 
and  civil  contcfts   took  up  the  attention  of  the 
Ufbecs  at  home. 
War  with       The  invnf'on  of  the  Ufbecs  was  fucceeded  by 
an  infurredion  in   the  fmall  province  of  Bundel- 
cund.     1  he  Indian  prince  of  that  country,  whofe 
name  was  Hidjar  Singh,  having  come   to  pay  his 
rcfpecls  at  the  court  of  Agra,  found  that  an  ad- 
dition was  made,  in   the  books  of  the  Imperial 
treafurv,  to  the  tribute  which   he  and  his   ancef- 
tors  had  formerly  paid  to  the  houfe  of  Timur. 
Inftead  of  petitioning  for  an  abatement  of  the  im- 
poft,  he  fled  without  taking  leave  of  the  empe- 
ror.    When  he   arrived    in    his    dominions,    he 
armed  his  dependants  to  the  number  of  fifteen 
thorifand  mien.     He  garrifoned  his  fortreffes,  and 
occupied    the    pa'Tes    ^\hich   led .  to   his   country. 
'I  he  emperor  wr.s  enraged  at  the  prefumption  of 
Thi«!  petty  chieftain.     He  ordered  Mohfihet  to  en- 
ter his  ronnrrv   with   twelve   thoufand  horfe   and 
three    thoufand    foot,    by    the    way    of  Gualiar. 
l.odi,    laicly    received    into    favour,  with   twelve 
thoufand  more,  was  commanded  to   invade  Bun- 
(ielcurd  from  the  fouth  ;  and  Ahdalla,  with  feven 
thou(:ind   horfe,    from    the   e.dl,  by   the   way   of 
\  Allahabfid.     'i  hefe  three  armies,  under  three  ex- 
perienced and  r^Me  officers,  were   more  than  ne- 
cefibry  for  the  lervice  j  but  the  emperor  was  defir- 

ous 
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ous  to  fhew  an  inflance  of  vigour  at  the  com-  a.  n, 
mencement  of  his  reign,  to  raife  the  terror  of  his  ^^;^- 
difpleafure,  and  to  edabliih  tranquillity  and  good  ,o?7, 
order  by  the  means  of  fear.  ^- — i^w' 

The  emperor  himfelf  marched  from  Agra  on  Raia  of 
the  twentieth  of  December,  on  a  tour  of  pleafure  L'J"/'t-u 
to  the  forefl  of  Niderbari,  where  he  hunted  tigers 
for  fix  days,  and  then  took  the  route  of  Gualiar, 
that  he  might  be  near  the  feat  of  war.  He  open- 
ed the  gates  of  that  fortrefs  to  all  ftate  piiibners, 
fome  of  whom  had  remained  in  coniinement  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  former  reign.  This  cle- 
mency procured  him  popularity,  and  took  away 
part  of  the  odium  which  his  bloody  policy  had 
already  fixed  on  his  character.  The  refractory 
Raja  was,  in  the  mean  time,  preffed  hard  on 
every  fide.  He  refilled  with  fpirit ;  but  he  was 
driven  from  pod  to  poft.  He,  as  the  lad  refort, 
Ihut  himfelf  up  in  his  fort  of  Erige.  Abdalla  fat 
down  before  it ;  and  having  made  a  practicable 
breach,  ilormed  the  place,  and  put  the  garrifon, 
confiding  of  three  thoufand  men,  to  the  fword. 
The  Raja  made  his  efcape.  He  was  ruined,  but 
his  fpirit  was  not  broken.  With  the  remain- 
ing part  of  his  army  he  fell  into  the  rout  of  Mo- 
habet ;  and  his  forces  being  cut  off,  he  himfelf 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  captain-general. 

Mohabet  carried  his  prifoner  to   the  emperor,  H*  is 
who  had  returned   to  Agra.     Shaw  Jehan   was  [^^Jg"  ^"" 
rigid  to    an  extreme ;    and    his  humanity  gave 
always   place  to  policy.     He  ordered  the  unfortu- 
nate prince  into  confinement,  intimating  that  a  > 
warrant  (hould  foon  be  iffued  for  his  execution. 
Mohabet,  who  admired  the  intrepid  conllancy  of 
the  Raja,  (hewed  an  inclination  to  intercede  for 
his  life  ;  but  the  ftern  looks  of  the  emperor  im- 
pofed    filence    upon   him.      He,    however,    the 
next   day  carried  his  prifoner  into  the  prefence  : 

the 
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^62?'  ^^^  ^'^^^  darknefs  of  Shaw  Jehan*s  countenance 
Hig.'  continued ;  and  the  captain-general  flood  at  a 
'038.  di(tance  in  clofe  converfation  with  the  Raja. 
^'''^*  '  The  emperor  faw  them;  but  he  was  filent.  The 
prince,  and  even  Mohabet,  defpaired  of  fuccefs. 
They  came  the  third  day  into  the  prefence,  and 
flood,  as  ufual,  at  a  diflance.  The  Raja  was 
in  fetters,  and  Mohabet  chained  his  own  hand 
to  that  of  the  prifoner.  "  Approach,  Mohabet,'* 
faid  Shaw  Jehan.  "  The  captain-general  will 
have  it  fo ;  and  I  pardon  Hidjar  Singh.  But 
lite  without  dignity  is  no  prefent  from  the  empe- 
ror of  the  Moguls,  to  a  fallen  prince  ;  I,  there- 
fore, to  his  government  reftore  Hidjar  Singh, 
upon  paying  fixteen  lacks  of  roupees,  and  furnifh- 
ing  the  Imperial  army  with  forty  elephants  of 
war.'* 
^mo^td  Notwithilanding  the  deference  which  was  fhewn 
from  tha  to  Mohabct  for  his  great  abilities,  the  emperor  was 
j^ad  of  jealous  of  his  influence  and  popularity.  He 
ea^my-  t}j(.j.efQi-e  requefled  of  him  to  refign  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  on  the  frontiers  of  the  un- 
conquered  provinces  of  the  Decan,  together 
with  the  government  of  Candeifh ;  both  which 
oflices  the  captain  general  difcharged,  by  Chan 
Zemin  his  fon.  Eradit,  the  receiver-general  of 
the  Imperial  revenues,  was  appointed  to  that 
important  (tation.  ?Ie  fet  out  from  court,  and 
Chan  Ztman,  having  refigned  the  army  and  go- 
vernment to  him,  returned  to  Agra.  This  change 
in  the  government  of  the  frontier  provinces  was 
produdive  of  diflurbances.  The  Nizam  of  Gol- 
conda,  who  had  been  kept  quiet  by  the  reputa- 
tion of  Mohabet  and  his  fon,  invaded,  upon  the 
departure  of  the  latter,  the  Imperial  province  of 
Candeifh.  Diria,  who,  in  fubordination  to  the 
new  Suba,  commanded  the  army,  attacked  the 
Nizam  in  a  difadvantagcous  fituation,  and  obliged 

him 
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him  to  retreat  into  his  own  dominions,  v/ith  the    a.  n, 
lofs  of  a  great  part  of  his  army.  '^^8. 

The  iinfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Uibecs  upon     105I", 
Cabiil,  in   the  beginning-  of  the  preceding   year,  "^-^^^-^ 
together  with    domeltic     diiaa aiuiis   c^r  Ten uent  irrupt-on 
upon   their    difgrace,    had    hitherto    fecured  the  ^^  ^'^^  ^'^" 
peace  of   the  northern  frontier  of    the   empire. 
They  were,  however,    anxious   to    recover    iheir 
lofl:  reputation.      An   army   of   volunteers   were 
collected,    and    the    command    vefled  in  Zingis. 
That  officer  fuddenly  entered  the  Imperial   domi- 
nions ;  and  fat    down    before  the    fort  of  Bamia, 
in    the    mountains    of   Cabul.      The   place  was 
feebly     garrifoned,    and  the   Ufbecs    preiTed  the 
fiege  with  vigour.     It  fell  into  their  hands  ;  and 
Zingis  having    demoliihed   the   Vv^alls,    returned, 
with  the   plunder  of  the  open  country,  to    the 
dominions  of  the   Ufbecs.     This  irruption  could 
be  fcarce  called  a   war  ;  as  the  fudden  retreat  of 
the  enemy  reftored  the   public  tranquillity. 

The  mod  remarkable  event  of  the  fecond  year  Story  of 
of  Shaw  Jehan  is  the  flight  of  Chan  Jehan  Lodi  han lidi" 
from  Agra.  This  nobleman,  at  the  death  of  Je- 
hangire,  commanded,  as  already  mentioned,  the 
Imperial  army  ftationed  in  the  Decan.  The  fa- 
vourite Sultana  had  found  means,  by  letters,  to 
gain  over  Lodi  to  the  intereft  of  the  prince  Sha- 
riar,  whom  fhe  had  refolved  to  place  on  the 
throne  of  India.  Shaw  Jehan,  in  his  march  to 
Agra,  applied  to  him  for  a  paflage  through  his 
government,  which  he  abfolutely  refufed.  He 
added  contempt  to  his  refufal ;  by  fending  a  thou- 
fand  roupees,  a  horfe,  and  a  drefs  to  the  prince, 
as  to  a  perfon  of  inferior  dignity  to  himfelf. 
The  meffenger  of  Lodi,  however,  had  not  the 
courage  to  deliver  the  humiliating  prefent.  He 
gave  the  roupees,  the  drefs,  and  the  horfe  to  a 
(hepherd,    when   he  got    beyond   the   walls     of 

Brampour, 
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A.  p.     Brampour,  where  LodI  reHded.     He,  at  the  fame 
]^J9      time,  defired  the  fliepherd  to  return  the  whole  to 
,^.^*      Lodi  ;  and  to  tell  him,   That  if  the  prefents  were 
^—^.-^^  not  unworthy  of  him  to  give,  they  were  too  in- 
figniiicant  for  his   fervant    to   cairy     to  a    great 
prince.      Having    given    thefe   diredions  to   the 
ihephtrd,  the  melfenger   proceeded    to   Shaw  Je- 
Iifm.     Uhe   prince   approved    of    his    behaviour, 
thanked  him  lor   having  fuch  a  regard  for  his  ho- 
nour ;  and  after  he  was  fettled  on  the  throne,  raif- 
ed  the  mefl'enger,  as  a  reward  fur  his  fervices,  to 
the  rank  of  a  noble. 
Caufeof        Shaw  Jehan,    being  in  no    condition  to  force 
thr  fcii.pe-  i^jg  ^^y  through    the  government   of  Lodi,  took 
lei.inieut    a  long   circuii  round  the  hills,  through  wild  and 
unfrequented  paths.     Lcdi  became  foon    fenfible 
of  liis  error.     The  defert  and  death  of   Shariar, 
the  iniprifonment  of  the  Sultana,  the  murder  of 
Dawir  Euxfli,  and  the  accefiion  of  Shaw  Jchan  to 
the   throne,  came  fucceffively   to    his    ears.     He 
thought  of  fubmilTion  ;  but  an  army  was  on  its 
march  to  reduce  him  to  obedience.     Ziman,  the 
fon  of  Mol.abet,  was  at  the  head  of  this  force  ; 
but  Lodi  being    in  pcfitflicn  of  an  army,  and  an 
extenfive  and  rich   jn'ovince,    the    emperor  gave        j 
to   his  general    a  commifiion  to  treat  with  that  re-         ■ 
fraclory  Lord,     lie  foon  clofed  with   the   terms.         1 
He  was  appointed  to  the  government  of  Malava, 
upon  his  rtfigning   the  Imperial   aivifion   of  the 
Decan.     The  emperor,  however,  was  not  fnicere 
in  the  pardon  which  he  promifed.     His  pride  re- 
volted   at    the   indignities  offered  him  by    Lodi ; 
iind,  at  a  proper  occafion,  he   refolved  to  punifii 
him. 
»g^\nn  L('di  was  not  long  in  poflefTion  of  the  govern- 

tf:;ir  Om-   ^^^p^j  of  Malava,  when  he    received  orders  to  re- 
pair  to  court.      As  his    rcngnation  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  might  be  conflrued  into  obe- 
dience, 
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dience,  rather    than    attributed   to    fear,  he    was     a.  d. 
under  no  apprehenfions  in  making  his  appearance      '^?9-' 
in  the  prefence.     An  edid  of  indemnity  had  been     ^ofi 
promulgated  to  all  the   Omrahs  who  had  oppofed  "^-^4-^ 
the  acceffion  of  Shaw  Jehaa  to  the  throne  ;  and 
Lodi   thought  that   there   was    no   probability  of 
his   being  excluded  from  the  indul--ence   ^^ranted 
toothers.     He   was,  however,  convinced  of    his 
error,  on  the  firfl  day  of  his  appearance  at  court. 
The  ufher,  Perilt,  obliged  him  to    exhibit  fome 
ceremonies   of    obedience,  inconfiflcnt  with    the 
rank  which  he  held  among  the  nobility.     He  was 
fomewhat  refraclory,  but  he   thought  it    prudent 
to   fubmit.     His   fon,  Azmut  Chan,    was  intro- 
duced    after    his    father.      The   youth   was    then 
but  fixteen  years  of  age.     He  thought  that   the 
ufher   kept    him     too    long   proftrate    upon   the 
ground  ;  and  he  (larted  up  before  the  fignal   for 
lifing  was  given.     The  ufher,  in  a  rage,  flruck 
Azmut  over  the  head  with  his    rod,  and   infifted 
upon  his  throwing  himfelf  again  on  the  ground. 
Azmut,  full  of  fire  and   valour,  drew    his  fword. 
He  aimed  a  blow  at  the  ufher's  head  ;  but   one 
of  the  mace-bearers  warded  it  off,  and  faved  his 
life. 

A   fudden  murmur   fpread   around.      All   fell  He  h  dif- 
into  confufion  ;  and  many  placed  their  hands   on  ^^'^^^d  in 
their  fwords.     Lodi,    confidering   the  blow  given  l^nd!^'  j 
to  his  fon,  as   the  fignal  of  death,  drew  his'^dag- 
ger  to   defend   himfelf.     HulTein,  his  other  fon, 
followed   his  father's   example.     The  tumult    en- 
creafed,  and  the  emperor  leapt  from    his   throne. 
Lodi  and   his  fons  rufned  out    of  the  prefence. 
Their  houfe  was   contiguous  to   the  palace ;  and 
they  fhut  themfelves   up,    with  three  hundred  de- 
pendants.^   The  houfe  being  inclofed  with  a  ftrong 
wall,  no  impreflion  could  be  made  upon   it  witlf- 
out  artillery  ;  and  as  a  fiege  fo  near  the  gates  of 
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A.  i\  the  p:ilace  would  derogate  frora  the  majedy  of 
"5'-9-  the  emperor,  Shaw  lehrm  endeavoured  to  entice 
,03V.  l>odi  to  a  furrender,  by  a  promife  of  pardon. 
'^^^ — ; — ^  Mis  friends  at  court,  liovvever,  acquainted  him, 
th.at  there  was  a  refolution  formed  againfl  his 
life ;  and  he  rcfolved  to  make  his  efcape,  or  to 
die  in  the  atten^ipt. 
Hi-  dT-  Night,  in  the  mean  time,  came  on  j  and  he 
tref?,  ^,,.^g  tormented  with  various  pailions.  His  wo- 
men were  all  around  him.  To  leave  them  to  dif- 
honour  was  intolerable,  to  remain  was  death,  to 
remove  them  by  violence,  cruelty.  ?Ie  was  af- 
fiic]:-.--d  beyond  meafure  ;  and  he  burft  into  tears. 
His  wives  favv  his  grief,  and  they  retired.  They 
confulted  together  in  an  inner  apartment.  Their 
refolution  was  noble,  but  defperate ;  they  raifed 
their  hands  againft  their  own  lives.  The  groans 
reached  the  ears  of  Lodi.  He  ruihed  in  ;  but 
there  was  only  one  taper  burning,  which,  in 
his  hafle,  he  overturned  and  extinj^uiOied.  He 
fpoke,  but  none  anfwered.  He  fearched  around, 
but  he  plunged  his  hand  in  blood.  He  (food  in 
filence  a  Vvhile ;  and  one  of  his  fons  having 
brought  a  light,  difcovered  to  his  eyes  a  fcene 
of  inexpreflible  horror.  He  faid  not  a  word  ;  but 
the  wildnefs  of  his  eyes  was  exprellive  of  the 
temped  which  rolled  in  his  mind.  He  made  a 
fignal  to  his  two  fons,  and  they  buried  the  un- 
fortunate women  in  the  gardtn.  He  hung  for 
fome  time  in  filence  over  their  common  grave. 
Then  ftarting  at  once  from  a  profound  reverie, 
he  ilfued  forih  in  a  (late  of  horror  and  defpair. 
He  ordered  his  drums  to  be  beaten,  his  trumpets 
to  be  founded.  His  people  gathered  around  him. 
Thev  mounted  their  horfes  in  the  court-yard, 
and  he  himfelf  at  once  threw  open  the  gate.  He 
iflucd  out  with  his  two  fons  ;  and  his  followers 
fell  in  order  into  his  path.     The  Imperial   troops 

were 
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were  aftonifiied,  and  n:ade   iittle   refiflance.     He     j^  ^ 
was  heard  to  exclaim,  "   Ivvill  awaken  the  tyrant      ''29-' 
with  the  found    of    inv  departure,    but    he'fhall      "g 
tremble  at  my  return,'*     lie  ru/hed  through  the  ^^J-^ 
city     like   a    whirlwind,    and  took  the  route    of 
Ma  lava. 

The  emperor,  diflurbcd  at  the  fudden  noife,  and  flight, 
frarted  from  his  bed.  lie  enquired  into  the 
caufe;  and  ordered  Abui  Huifein,  with  nine 
other  nobles,  to  purfue  the  fugitive.  They  col- 
leded  their  troops  ;  and  left  the  city  by  the 
dawn  of  day.  Lodi,  witiiout  halting,  rode  for- 
ward near  forty  nules.  He  was  rtopt  by  the  river 
Chunbil,  which  was  fo  high,  fo  rough  and  rapid, 
on  account  of  tlie  rains,  that  he  could  not  fvvim 
acrofs  it,  and  aiT  the  boats  had  been  carried 
down  by  the  ilreair!.  This  was  an  unexpeded 
and  terrible  check ;  but  as  the  weather  was 
now  fair,  he  hoped  that  the  torrent  would  fooa 
fall ;  and  in  that  expectation,  he  and  his  followers 
flood  on  the  bank.  In  the  midft  of  his  anxiety, 
the  Imperial  troops  appeared.  He  called  his  peo- 
ple ^  together,  and  told  them,  he  was  refolved  to 
die  in  arms.  There  was  a  pafs  behind  him,  which 
opened  between  tu-o  hiiis  into  a  narrow  plain. 
He  took  immediate  poileiiion  of  the  pafs;  the 
river,  which  had  cut  oif  all  hopes  of  iiight,  ferved 
to  cover  his  rear. 

The   Imperialids,     trufling  to  their  numbers,  nis  gai- 
advanced    with    confidence ;     but   they    were    fo  '^""^  ^'=''''*- 
warmly  received,  that  they. drew  back,  with  ma-  ''''"'' 
nifeft  figns  of  fear.     Shame  forced  them  to  renew 
the  charge.     A  felecl  body  prelfed  forward  into 
the  pafs.     The  (hock  was  violent ;  and  the  {laugh- 
ter, on  both  fides,  was  as  great  and  expeditious, 
as  the  fmall  place  in  which   they  engaged  would 
permit.     Huifein    had    a    refource   in    numbers  ; 
Lodi  had  nothing  in  which  he  could  confide  but  his 
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A   n.    valour.     Scarce  one  hundred  of  his  men  now  re- 
>^;'9-     mailed  unhurt  ;  lie  hiinfelf  was  wounded   in  the 
103^.     right  arm,  and  the  enemy  were  preparing  a  third 
v,*---, — ^  time  to  advance.   His  affairs  were  defpcrate.     His 
two  fons,  Azmut  and  Huffein,  conjured  him  to 
attempt  the  rivtr,  and  that  they  would  fecure  his 
retreat.     '*  The  danger  is  equal,"  replied   Lodi, 
"  but  it  is  more  honourable  to  die  in  the  field." 
They  infilled    upon  his  retreating,  as  his  wound 
had  rendered  him  unfit  for  adion.     "  But  can  I 
leave  you  both,"  faidLodi,    "  when  1  have  mod 
need  of  my  fons  ?     One   mufl    attend   nie  in 
my  misfortune,  which  is  perhaps  a  greater  evil 
"   than    death  itfelf."      A    difpute    immediately 
arofe  between  the  brothers,  each  contending  for 
the  honour  of  covering  their  father's  retreat.     At 
that  inflant,  the  udier,  Perifl:,  who  had  (truck 
Azmut  in  the  prelence,  appeared  in  the  front  of 
the  Imperialifls.     "  Huflein,  the  thing  is  deter- 
"   mined  j"  faid  Azmut,  "  doll:  thou  behold  that 
"  villain,  and  bid  me  fly  ?"     He  fpurred  onward 
bis  horfe  :  his  father  and  brother   plunged  into 
the  river, 
and  ef-  PerKl  was  a  Calmuc  Tartar,  of  great  flrength 

"^*^"  of  body  and  intrepidity  of  mind.  He  law  Azmut 
advancing,  and  he  fiarted  from  the  ranks,  and 
rode  forward  to  meet  him  half-way.  Azmut  had 
his  bow  ready  bent  in  his  hand  :  he  aimed  an  ar- 
row at  Perifl,  and  laid  him  dead  at  the  feet  of 
his  horfe.  But  the  valiant  youth  did  not  long 
furvive  his  enemy.  He  was  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
ImperialKts  ;  and  the  few  faithful  friends  who 
had  remained  by  his  fide,  were  either  flain  on 
the  fpot,  or  driven  into  the  river  and  drowned. 
'1  he  conquerors  had  no  reafon  to  boaft  of  their 
vi£lory  ;  four  hundred  men,  and  three  officers  of 
high  rank,  were  llain  in  the  adlion ;  fix  nobles 
arid    a    great  number  of    inferior    chiefs     were 
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wounded.     The  latter  adion  was  (o  fhort,  that     a  n. 
it  was  over  before  Lodi   and   Hufiein   had   extri-      'j^'9 
cated  themfelves  from   the   ftream.     When   they      io-,V. 
afcended   the   oppofite    bank    of  the    river,  they  "- — >~^ — ' 
looked  back  with  anxiety  for  Azmut ;  but  Azmuc 
was  no  more  to  be  feen  :  even  his  followers  were, 
by  that  time,  flain  ;  and  the  vidlors,  with  fnouts 
of  triumph,  pofleffed  the  further  ftore- 

Lodi  had  no  time  to  dehberate,  none  to  in-  Hisiifhers 
dulge  his  grief  for  Azmut.  The  enemy  had  al- ^''^^''^^^" 
ready  plunged  into  the  ftream  ;  and  he  made  the 
befl:  of  his  way  from  the  bank.  He  entered  his 
own  province  of  Malava,  but  the  Imperialifrs 
were  clofe  at  his  heels.  Beiore  he  could  colleft 
his  friends,  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
defeated  in  feveral  actions.  He  was  at  length 
driven  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Malava.  He 
continued  his  flight  to  Bundela,  with  a  few  adhe- 
rents who  had  joined  him ;  and  he  maint?.ined, 
with  great  bravery,  every  pafs  againft  the  troops 
that  purfued  him  in  his  retreat.  The  Imperialifts, 
however,  being  at  length  haraifed  by  long  marches, 
bad  roads,  and  continual  fkirmifhing,  gave  over 
the  purfuit.  Lodi  remained  a  few  days  at  Bun- 
dela, then  he  traverfed  the  provinces  of  Berar 
and  Odipour,  in  liis  rout  to  Golconda,  and  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  Nizam  at  Dowlatabad. 
That  prince  received  the  unfortunate  fugitive  with 
open  arms,  a  warm  friendihip  having,  for  fome 
years,  fubfifted  between  them. 

The  emperor  exprefled  great  uneafinefs  at  the  ^^rjenfi- 
efcape  of  Lodi.  He  knew  his  abilities,  he  was ''^,fj'  '"^^ 
acquainted  with  his  undeviating  perfeverance. 
High-fpirited  and  active,  Lodi  loved  danger,  as 
furnifliing  an  opportunity  for  an  exertion  of  his 
great  talents ;  and  he  was  always  difcontented 
and  uneafy  at  that  tranquillity  for  which  mankind 
in  general  Oiler  up  their  prayers  10  Heaven.     Tiie 
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A.  D.     more  noble  and  generous  paillions  ot   his  mind 
J.jf^'     were  now  up  in  arms.     His  pride  had  been  rouzt-d 
io5«.      by    the    indi<inities    ihrown    upon    hiui,    and    lie 
"•-^^r^-^  afcribed  the  death  of  his  wives  and  of  his  gallant 
fon  to  the  perfidy  of  Shaw  Jehan.     His   haughty 
temper  revolted  againft  fubmiilion,  and   his  pru- 
dence forbad  him  to  liflen  any   more   to  pardons 
that  were  not  fincere.     'liie   emperor   knew   the 
man  with  whom  he  had  to  contend;  and  he  was 
alarmed  at  the  news  of  his  arrival   in   the  Decan. 
He  forefaw  a  (torni  in   that  quarter,  fliould  time 
be  given  to  Lodi  to  rect>ncile  the  jarring  interefts 
oi  princes,  who  were  the  avowed  enemies   of  the 
houfe  of 'J'imur.     Sliaw  Jehan  was  naturally  pro- 
vident.    He  judged  of  futurity   by    the  paft  ;  and 
he  was  rapid  in  decifion.     He  thought  the  objeft 
not  unworthy  of  his   prefence,  on   the  foutherii 
frontier  of  his  empire ;  and  he  ordered  his  army 
to  be  drawn   together,  that   he   miglv   command 
them  in  the  e-pcded  war  in  perfon. 
Death  ard      During   thcle   tranfadions,  an   ambaflador   ar- 
oA^hav"    rived   from    Shaw    Abas   of  Perfia,  to  felicitate 
Abas.        Shaw  Jehan  on  his  accellion  to   the  throne.     He 
had  fcarce  made  his   public   entrance,  when   the 
news  of  his  mailer's  death  arrived.     Abas   died 
in  the  month  of  January  of  the  year   1629,  after 
a  reign  of  hfty   years   over   Chorafl'an,  and  more 
than    forty-two   as    fovereign   of  all  Perfia.     He 
was    a    prince  of  a   warlike   difpofition,   a  good 
ftatcfman,  a  deep  politician,   a  great  conqueror. 
But   he   was   cruel   and   prodigal  of  blood.     He 
never  forgave   an  enemy  ;  nor   thought  he  ever 
fuHlciently     rewarded    a    friend.     Severe    in    his 
judice  beyond  example,  he  tendered   what  is   in 
itlclf  a  public   good,  a   real  evil.     He  knew   no 
degrees  in  crimes  :   death,  which  is  among  man- 
kind the  greateft  punifhment,  was  the   leaft    in- 
flicled   by    Abas.     TT.ou^h    given    to   opprefTion 
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himfelf,  he  peiniitted  none  in  others.     He  was     ad. 
the  monarch,  and  he  would  be  the   only   tyrant.      ',]''• 
He   delighted  in  curbing  the  hau':;htineis   of  the      1040. 
nobility :  he    took    pride  in  relieving   the  poor.  ■- — r — ' 
All   his   fubje6ls   had  accefs   to   his   perfon.     He 
heard    their  complaints,  and   his  decifions   were 
immediate  and   terrible.     His   people,  therefore, 
became  jufl  through  fear ;  ?A\d   he  owed  a  reign 
of  half  a  century   to   the   terrors   with  which  he 
furrounded  his   throne.     He   wys   pallionate  and 
violent  to  a  degree   that  fometimes  perverted   his 
judgment ;  and  he  who   boaltcd   of  holdmg   the 
Icales  of  jufl    dealing   between   mankind,  broke 
often   forth    into    outrageous    ads    of    injudice. 
During  his  life,  he  was  refpecled  by  all  j  but  his 
death  was  lamented  by  none. 

The  great  preparations  made  by  Shaw  Jehan  Prep-;ra- 
for  an  expedition  into  the  Decan,  detained  him  ',""'^  '"■ 
at  Agra  till  the  fourth  of  February  of  the  i6t,i 
of  the  Chriftian  j3Lra.  He  placed  himfclf  at  the 
head  of  one  hundred  thoufand  horfe  ;  which,  to- 
gether w'ith  infantry,  artillery  and  attendants, 
increafed  the  number  of  the  army  to  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  men.  He  advanced  toward  the 
Decan ;  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces 
through  which  he  pafled,  fell  in  with  their  forces 
into  his  line  of  march.  On  the  borders  of  Chan- 
deifh,  he  was  met  by  Eradit  Chan,  the  Suba  of 
the  province,  who  conduced  him  to  his  own  re- 
fidence,  the  city  of  Brampour.  The  emperor 
encamped  his  army  in  the  environs  of  Brampour  ; 
and  difpatched  meffengers  to  the  tributary  princes 
of  the  Decan.  The  principal  of  thefe  were,  Adil 
fovereign  of  Bejapour,  Kuttub,  who  llyled  him- 
felf  king  of  Hydrabad  and  '1  cUingana,  and  tlie 
Nizam  prince  of  Golconda.  He  threatened  them 
with  utter  dcdruclion  Ihould  they  not  come  per- 
fonally    to    make    their    fubmidion,  after  having 
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A.  D.  difbanded  the  armies  which  they  had  raifed  to 
1^.^'-  fupport  the  rebellion  of  Lodi.  He  alfo  reconi- 
1C49.      mended  to   them,  either  to  deliver  up  or  expel 

^— ^r"^-^  the  man  who  had,  by  encouraging  their  fchemes, 
projected  their  ruin.  They  fent  evafive  anfvvers 
to  thefe  demands ;  and  continued  their  prepara- 
tions for  war. 

Fmperor        The  fudden  arrival  of  the  emperor  with  fuch  a 

thcDecaii  ^'"^^^  force,  was,  however,  premature  for  the 
allairs  of  Lodi.  He  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
unite  the  armies  of  his  allies,  nor  to  raife  a  fuf- 
ficient  force  of  his  own.  The  terror  ot  the  Im- 
perial army  had  made  each  prince  unwilling  to 
quit  his  own  dominions,  left  they  (hould  become 
the  theatre  of  invafion  and  war.  They  faw  the 
ftorm  gathering,  but  they  knew  not  where  it  was 
to  fall :  and  when  they  vi'ere  afraid  of  all  quarters, 
they  took  no  effectual  means  for  the  defence  of 
any.  They  were  befides  divided  in  their  councils. 
Ancient  jealoufies  and  recent  injuries  were  re- 
membered, when  the  good  of  the  whole  was  for- 
got. Diftruft  prevailed,  indecifion  and  terror 
followed  ;  and  the  unfortunate  Lodi,  in  fpite  of 
his  activity,  his  zeal  and  abilities,  found  but  fmall 
ground  on  which  he  could  reft  his  hopes. 

He^'e-  The  emperor,  in  the  mean   time,  was  piqued 

at  the  inattention  which  princes,  whom  he  con- 
fidtred  as  tributaries,  had  fliewn  to  his  embaiTy. 
He  relolved  upon  revenge.  The  Nizam,  as  be- 
ing the  lirlt  who  had  received  Lodi  under  his 
protedion,  was  the  firll  object  of  his  refentment. 
He  raifed  Eradit,  the  governor  of  Chandeifh,  to 
the  title  of  Azim  Chan,  and  fubmitted  an  army 
of  twenty-five  thoufand  men  to  his  command. 
The  ft)rce  was  not  judged  fufficient  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Nizam  ;  but  the  emperor  would  not 
trud  I'.radit  with  the  abfolute  command  of  a  more 
numerous  army.     He  fell  upon  the  expedient  of 
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detaching   two  other  armies,  confifling  each   of     /^.  d. 
iourteen  thoufand  horfe,  unJtr  the  feparate  com-      |^''- 
mands   of   Raja   Gop   Singh   and   Siiaifta   Chan.      ,040. 
Thefe  two  generals   were   to  a.3:  in   conjunclion  ^^ — ■* — -•' 
with  Er^vdit,  but  thev  were   not  abfolutelv   under 
his  orders.     The  three  armies  began  iheir  march 
from  the  capital  of  Chandeifh,  about   the  vernal 
equinox  of  the  1631  of  the  ChrilUan   iEra,  arid 
took  the  rout  of  Dowlatabad. 

The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  remained  at  armies 
l5rampour.  rorces  irom  various  quarters  crowd-  intperial 
ed  daily  into  his  camp.  He  detached  feven  thou-  camp, 
fand  horfe,  under  Raw  Ruton,  toward  Tellin- 
gana ;  and  as  many  more,  under  the  condu£l 
of  Abul  HulTein,  into  the  principaliry  of  Nafic, 
in  the  mountains  of  Ballagac.  The  Raja  of  Na- 
fic  had  infulted  Shaw  Jehan  in  his  exile  and  mif- 
fortunes  ;  nor  did  he  ever  forget  an  injury  which 
affeded  his  pride.  'J'he  Hindoo  prince  fuflered 
for  his  infolence ;  his  country  being,  without 
mercy,  fubjected  to  fire  and  fword.  The  empe- 
ror told  Huflein  at  parting:  "  The  Raja  of  Na- 
fic  lidened  not  to  me  in  my  diftrefs;  and  you 
mud  teach  him  how  dangerous  it  is  to  infuit  a 
man,  that  may  one  day  be  fovereign  of  the 
world."  The  expreffion  alluded  to  his  own 
name  ;  but  a  jefl:  was  unfit  for  the  tragedy  which 
was  adled  in  the  defolated  country  of  Nafic. 

The  hrfl:  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  Shaw  Je-  ^"cc-fs  in 
ban's  arms  arrived  at  Brampour,  from  Bakir  the 
governor  of  Oriffa.  That  province  lying  conti- 
guous to  Golconda,  ^akir  had  received  orders  to 
make  a  diverfion  on  that  fide.  He  accordingly 
had  marched  wiih  a  confiderable  force ;  and 
found  the  fide  of  the  country  neareft  to  OrifTa 
uncovered  with  troops.  He  laid  fiege  to  Shudda, 
Shlkeri(t,  Chizduar  and  Berimal,  places  of  great 
ilrength  in  Golconda  J  and  they  fell  fucceflively 
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.A.  D.     into  his  hands.    The  news  of  this  fuccefs  pleafcd 
^?'-      the     more     t!ie     kfs    it    was    expected.     In    the 
1040.      fplendour  df  the   other   expeditions,    that  under 
' — ^.-"^''  Bakir  was    forgotten ;     and    the  -emperor   fcarce 
remembered  that  he  had  eiven  orders  to  the  Suba 
to  invade  the  enemy,  when  he  heard   that  he  had 
penetrrUed  into  the  heart  of  their  country.     Ho- 
nours were  heaped  upon  liim  ;  and  his  meflengers 
were  loaded  with  preieiits. 
l.or'i  com-      'J'hough  Lodi  had  failed  in  bringing  the  united 
toMfede-  ^  force  of  the  confederates  into  the  field,  he  led 
ratts.         the  councils  of  the  courts  of  Golconda  and  Bija- 
pour.     By  reprefenting  to  them,  that  when  they 
fought  one  by  one  all  fhould  be  overcome,  they 
fubmitted  their  armies  to  his  command.     He  ad- 
vanced immediately  toward   the  Imperialifls,  and 
threw  himfelf  into   the  pafles  of  the  mountains 
before   Eradit,    who    made  many  vain  efforts  to 
penetrate  into   Golconda.     A    reinforcement    of 
nine  thoufand  men  were  detached   to   bim  from 
the   Imperial   camp.     Nothing    would    do.     His 
fituation  and  abilities  enabled  Lodi  to  counteract 
all  his  motions;  and  he  either  remained  inaQive, 
or  lofl  numbers  in  fruitlefs  attempts.     An   army, 
which  penetrated  from  Guzerat  into  the  countries 
on  the  coad  of  Malabar,  was  not  fo   unfuccefsful. 
The  flrong  fortrefs  of  Chandwar  fell  into   their 
hands ;  and  they  fpread  their  devaftations  far  and 
wide. 
/ffiirsst        Shaw  Jehan  was  not  in  the  mean  time  idle  at 
]>ram})our.     Though  he  dircded  all  the   motions 
of  the  armies,  he  was   not   forgetful   of  the  civil 
government  of  his  vafl   empire.     With  a  jullice 
which  bc;rdered  on  feverity,  he  quafhcd   all   petty 
dillurbancts   through  his  dominions.     He  inquir- 
ed  minutely  into  every   department.     He  heard 
all  compb.ints  againft  his  own  officers;  and  when 
the   people   were   aggrievcdj    he   lemovcd   them 
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from   their  employments.     Nor  was   he,  in  the     a.d. 
midft  of  public  buiinefs,  negligent  of  that   gran-      1^.5'- 
deur  and  magnificence  which,  by   raifmg  awe  in      ,040'. 
his  fubjecls,  gave  weight  to  his  commands.     He  ' — —,-—->' 
feleded  a  hundred  out  of  the  fons  of  the  nobility, 
who  were  of  the   moit  diUinguiHted   merit,  and 
created  them  Omrahs  in   one  day.     He  gave  to 
each  a  golden  mace,  and  they  were,  bv  their  in- 
ftitution,  always    to   attend   the   prefcnce.     They 
were  all  uniformly  drelTed  in  embroidered  cloaths, 
with   golden   helmets,  fwords  inlaid,  and   Ihields 
iludded    wkh   gold.     When    the    emperor   rode 
abroad,  thsie  attended   him,  with   dr.iwn  fabres, 
all  mounted  on  fine  Arabian  horfes.     Out  of  thefe 
he  chofe  his  officers ;  and   when  he  fent   any  of 
them  on  fervice,  his  place   was  immediately  llip- 
plied  from  another  corps  who,  though  not  digni- 
fied with  titles,  were  equipped  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, only   that    their   ornaments   were  of  filver. 
They   alio  attended  the  emperor   on  horfeback, 
when  he  rode  abroad. 

Eradit,  having  defpaired  of  being  able  to  force  An  aftion. 
the  pafles  of  the  mountains  where  Lodi  was  pofted 
with  the  army  of  the  confederates,  direded  his 
march  another  way.  He  was  clofe  purfued  by 
Lodi  with  twelve  thoufand  horfe.  That  general, 
finding  a  proper  opportunity,  attacked  the  Impe- 
rialiifs  with  great  vigour,  threw  them  into  confu- 
fion,  and  went  near  routing  the  whole  army. 
Six  Omrahs  of  rank  fell  on  the  Imperial  fide; 
but  Eradit  having  formed  his  army  in  order  of 
battle,  Lodi  thought  proper  to  give  way,  and  to 
fhelter  himfelf  in  the  hills.  Eradit  took  advan- 
tage of  his  retreat,  and  hung  clofe  upon  his  heels  : 
— but  Lodi  had  the  addrefs  not  to  offer  battle, 
excepting  upon  unequal  terms  on  the  fide  of  the 
enemy.  He  in  the  me  m  time  haraflcd  the  Impe- 
rial arm.y  with  flying  fquadrons  j  cutting  off  their 
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A.D.     convoys,    defeating   their  foraging   parties,   and 
H^g.'      laying  ^vafte  the  country  in  their  rear.     Nor   was 
1040.     the  expedition  under  Kaw  Ruton  into  Tellingana 
'      '      '  attended  with  more  fuccefs  than   that  under  Era- 
dit.     The   general    was    inadive,  and   the  army- 
weak.     Raw  Ruton  was  recalled,  and   difgraced 
for  his  inactivity ;  and  Nazir  Chan  took  the  com- 
mand of  tiie  Imperial  troops  in  Tellingana. 
Af-sji':  The  aftive  fpirit  of  Lodi  was  not  confined   to 

repu  ed.    ^-^^  operations  of  the  field.     No   flranger   to   the 
fuperior  power  of  the  emperor,  he  armed  againft 
him,  by  his  emifliiries,  the  Afgans   of  the  north. 
They  iflued  from  their   hills   to   make  a  diverfion 
on  that  fide.     They  were   led    by  Kemnal,  the 
chief  of  the  Rohilla  tribe  ;  and  they  entered  Pun- 
jab, with  a  numerous  but   irregular  army.     The 
proje6l  failed.     The  emperor  defpifed   too  much 
the   depredatory   incurfion   of  naked   barbarians, 
to  be  frightened  by  them  from   his   main   object. 
He  contented  himfelf  with  fending  orders  to  the 
governors  of  the  adjacent  provinces  to  repel   the 
invaders.     The  Afgans  accordingly  were  oppofed, 
defeated,  and  driven  with  little  lofs   on  the  fide 
of  the  empir-,  to  fhelter  themfelves   in   their   na- 
tive  hills.     The   project   of  Lodi,    though  well 
planned,  fell  fliort  of  the  intended  eftett. 
Eradit  fu-      '1  he    flow    progtefs    made    by    Eradit,    againfl 
fnlh^etom-  ^^^  conduct   and   abilities   of  Lodi,  induced  the- 
ir'nrd  of     emperor  to  ihiiik  of  fupcrfeding  him   in   his  com- 
thearniy,  ^-jand.     lie  had  promifed  to  himfelf  fuccefs,  from 
the  great  fuperiority  of  his  army  in  point  of  num- 
bers, and  the   difappointment   fell   heavy   on   his 
ambition    and    pride.     To    place   himfelf  at   the 
head  ol  the  expedition,  was  beneath  his  dignitv  ; 
and  his  prefcnce  was  otherwife  nccefl'ary  at  Bram- 
pour,  as  the  place   moft   centrical   for   conveying 
his   orders  to  the   different   armies   in   the   field. 
Befidcs,  the  civil  bufinefs   of  the   ftate,  the  folid 
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regulation  of  which  he  had  much  at  heart,  re-  A.  D. 

quired  his  attention  and  application.     He   there-  'j^F.* 

fore  refolved   to  fend  his  vifier   Afiph  into   the  1040'. 

field.     His  name  was  great  in  the  empire ;  and  "^-^r""-^ 
his  abilities  in  war  were,  at  leaft,  equal  to  his 
talent  for  managing  the  affairs  of  peace. 
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C  H  A  P.     II. 

The  Vificr  convimnrls  ihe  army — Defeat  of  the  con- 

federates — Flight ^  ?msforiiines,  and  death  of  Lodi 

— Frogrefs  of  the  war  in  the  Decan — Death  of 

the  favourite  Sultana — A  jamiift — Fcacc   in   the 

Decan — Emperor  returns    to    Agra — Perfecution 

of  Idolaters — War   ii'ith   the  Fortugueze — Their 

fatlory    taken — Raja    of   Bundela    reduced  and 

Jlain — Marriages  of  the  princes  Dara  and  Suja 

— War  in  the  Decan — Goiconda  reduced — Death 

of  M oh  a  bet — Affairs  at  court. 

i.  HE  vlfier,  in  obedience  to  the  emperor's  or- 
ders, fet  out  from  Brampour  on  the  nineteenth 
of  November,  with  a  fplendid  retinue,  together 
Yifier  ^^'^'^  ^  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand  horfe.  He 
takes  th»  took  thc  command  of  the  army  upon  his  arrival 
oniiear^  in  the  mountains,  and  Eradit  remained  as  his 
K'v,  lieutenant;  thc  emperor  diilriiftintr  more  the  abi- 

lities than  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  that  Omrah. 
The  name  of  Afiph,  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
Rruck  the  confederates  with  a  panic,  'j'hey  were 
no  Grangers  to  his  fame ;  and  they  began  to  be 
conquered  in  their  own  minds.  They  refolved 
to  retreat  from  their  advantageous  poil.  Lodi 
remonflrated  in  vain.     They  had   taken   their  re- 

folution. 
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folLition,  and  would  not  hear  him.     His  haughty     a.  D. 
ipirit  was  difgufled   at   their  cowardice.     Several      ^^}^' 
nobles,  fornierly  his  friends,  had  joined  him  in      ,c!fo. 
his  misfortunes,  with   their  retinues.     They  ad-  ^«-^-^-~-«-^ 
hered   to   his  opinion,  and  refolved  to   ftand  by 
his   fide.     They  took  pofTelTion  of  advantageov.-i 
ground  ;  and  they  engaged  the   vificr  with   great 
refolution   and   conduiSl.     The   battle   was    long 
equal:  numbers  at  lad  prevailed.     Lodi   and   his 
brave  friend  Diria  Chan  covered   the   retreat  of 
their  party,  whilll  they  ihemfelves  flowly   retired. 
The  field  of  adion  and   the  pafies  of  the   moun- 
tains  remained    to   the  vifier,    who   immediately 
detached  a  great  part  of  the  army  under  his  lieu- 
tenant F.radit  to  Dowlatabad. 

The  Nizam,  being  advanced  In  years,  was  un-  TheNi- 
fit  for  the  fatigues  of  the  field.  He  had  remain-  rjo^s^'**' 
ed  in  his  capital  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  terms. 
approach  of  Eradit,  he  evacuated  the  city,  and 
fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  citadel,  which  was  thought 
impregnable.  Lodi,  after  his  defeat,  made  the 
befl:  of  his  way  to  Dowlatabad,  with  an  intention 
of  throwing  himfelf  into  that  capital,  to  defend 
it  to  the  lad  extremity.  He  was  too  late  by  fome 
hours :  Eradit  was  in  the  city.  lie  fled,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  a  pafs  near  Dovvlatabad,  v/here 
he  defended  himfelf  till  night,  again d  the  whole 
forte  of  the  Imperialids.  He  efcaped  in  the  dark, 
and  v^andered  over  Golconda.  The  army  of  the 
Nizam  had,  by  this  time,  thrown  themfelves  Into 
the  fortrciTcs,  and  the  open  country  vvas  over-run 
by  the  enemy.  To  complete  the  misfortunes  of 
that  prince,  his  nobles  daily  deferted  him,  with 
their  adherents,  and  joined  Shaw  Jehan.  He 
began  ferioufly  to  think  of  peace,  and  difpatched 
ambaiTadors   both    to   the    emperor   and   to    the 
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A.  D.  The  emperor  had  given  inftruclions  to  Afiph 
l^?J'  to  lillen  to  no  terms,  without  a  preliminary  arti- 
1040.  cle,  that  Lodi  fliould  be  delivered  into  his  hands. 
■*"- — ^1  ^  Th.e  allairs  of  the  Nizam  were  dcfperate  ;  and 
Viighr,  Lodi  was  afraid  that  neceflity  would  get  the  better 
of  friendfliip.  He  now  confidered  his  allies  as  his 
greareft  enemies,  and  he  refolved  to  ily  from  Gol- 
conda.  '1  he  emperor  had  forefeen  what  was  to 
happen,  and  he  placed  ftrong  detachments  in  all 
the  pafies  of  the  mountains.  Notwi^h^:anding 
this  precaution,  in  fpite  of  the  general  orders  for 
feizing  him  difperfed  over  the  country,  Lodi  forced 
his  way,  with  four  hundred  men,  into  Malava, 
and  arrived  at  the  city  of  Ugein.  Shaw  Jehan 
was-  no  fooner  apprifed  of  his  efcape,  than  he  fent 
Abdalla  in  purfuit  of  him  with  ten  thoufand  horfe. 
Abdalla  came  up  with  the  fugitive  at  Ugein,  but 
he  efcaped  to  Debalpour  ;  and  being  alfo  driven 
from  that  place,  he  furpiifed  Sirong,  where  he 
feized  fcveral  Imperial  elephants  j  and  with  thefe 
he  took  the  route  of  Bundtla. 
m'?foi--  Misfortune  purfued   Lodi    wherever   he  went. 

The  Rnja's  fon,  to  gain  the  emperor's  favour,  fell 
upon  him.  In  the  action  he  loft  many  of  his 
beft  friends.  Diria  was  the  firft  who  fell  ;  and 
the  unfortunate  Lodi  gave  up  his  foul  to  grief. 
He  fled;  but  it  was  to  accumulated  mifery.  He 
fell  in,  the  very  next  day,  with  the  army  of  Ab- 
dalla:  there  fcarce  was  time  for  flight.  His  eld- 
eft  fon,  Mahommed  Aziz,  ftopt,  with  a  few 
friends,  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  road  ;  and  de- 
voting their  lives  for  the  fafety  of  Lodi,  were  cut 
ofl'  to  a  man.  He  waited  half  the  nipht  on  a 
neighbouring  hill,  with  a  vain  expectation  of  the 
return  of  his  gallant  fon.  All  was  filent ;  and 
the  unhnj.py  f^ither  was  diflTolved  in  tears.  The 
noife  of  arms  approached  at  laft  ;  but  it  was  the 
enemy,  recent  from  the  flaughter   of  his  fon  and 

his 
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his  friends.  He  fled  toward  Callcnger  ;  but  Seid  a.d. 
Amud,  the  governor  of  that  place,  marched  out  ''p'- 
againft  him.     A  flvirmifli  enfiied;  Lodi  was  defeat-      ic^/. 

ed  ;  riufl'ein,  the  only  fon  left  to  him,  was  flain,  and  ^-^^i ^ 

his  adherents  were  now  reduced  to  thirty  horfe- 
men.  He  was  purfued  with  fiich  vehemence,  that 
he  had  not  even  time  for  defpair. 

Abdalla,  hearing  of  the  low  ebb  of  Lodi's  for-  and  deatii 
tune,  divided  his  army  into  fmall  parties,  to  fcour  °  '°  '*' 
the  country.  A  detachment  undtr  Muziifer  Chan 
fell  in  with  the  unfortunate  fugitive.  When  he 
faw  the  enemy  at  a  fmall  diflance,  he  called  toge- 
ther his  thirty  followers.  "  Misfortune,"  faid  he, 
"  has  devoted  me  to  ruin  :  it  is  in  vain  to  (Iruggle 

longer    againft  the    ftream.     I    have   loit    my 

fons  ;  but  your  attachment,  in  the  laft  extreme, 
*'  tells  me  I  have  not  loft  all  my  friends.  I  only 
"  remain  of  my  family,  but  let  me  not  involve 
"  you  in  the  deftrudion  which  overwhelms  me 
"  without  refource.  Your  adherence  is  a  proof 
'*  that  I  have  conferred  favours  upon  you  :  per- 
"  mit  me  to  afk  one  favour  in  my  turn.  It  is 
*>'  — that  you  leave  me — and  fave  yourfelves  by 
"  flight."  They  burft  all  into  tears,  and  told 
him,  that  was  the  onlv  command  from  him  which 
they  could  not  obey.  He  was  filent,  and  gave 
the  fignal  with  his  fword  to  advance.  Muziffer 
was  aftonifned  when  he  faw  thirty  men  marching 
up  againft  his  numerous  detachment.  He  ima- 
gined they  were  coming  to  furrender  themfelves. 
But  when  they  had  come  near  his  line,  they  put 
their  horfes  on  a  gallop,  and  Muziffer  ordered 
his  men  to  fire.  A  ball  pierced  Lodi  through 
the  left  breaft  ;  he  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  his 
horfe,  and  his  thirty  faithful  companions  were 
cut  oft  to  a  m.an. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Chan  Jehan  Lodi,  after  a  H;scha- 
feries   ©f  uncommon   misfortunes.     lie  was   de-'^""^'^* 
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A.D.  fcended  of  the  Imperial  family  of  Lodi,  who  held 
H?e.*  ^'^^  fceptre  of  India  before  the  Moguls.  His 
104T.  mind  was  as  high  as  his  defcent :  his  courage 
"^""^(-^•^  was  equal  to  his  ambition.  He  was  full  of  ho- 
nour, and  generous  in  the  extreme.  His  pride 
prevented  him  from  ever  gaining  an  enemy,  and 
he  never  loft  a  friend.  The  at  aohtnent  of  his 
followers  to  his  perfon,  is  the  beft  eulogy  on  the 
benevolence  of  his  uiind  ;  and  the  fears  of  the 
emperor  are  irrefragable  proofs  of  his  abilities. 
'Jliofe  misfortunes,  tiierefore,  which  might  have 
excited  pity  had  they  fallen  upon  others,  drew 
admiration  only  on  Lodi.  We  feel  compaffion 
for  the  weak;  great  men  are  a  match  for  adver- 
fity :  the  conteit  is  equal,  and  we  yield  to  no 
emotion  but  furpnze. 
Negoc'a-  When  the  news  of  the  death  of  Lodi  arrived 
tjon  ro  **  j^  ^^^  Imperial  camp,  Shaw  Jehan  betrayed  every 
fympiom  of  joy.  The  head  of  the  unfortunate 
rebel  was  placed  above  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
city  of  Brampour.  Abdalla  was  carefTed  for  his 
fervices.  Valuable  prefents  were  given  him,  and 
he  was  dignified  with  the  fplendid  title  of,  The 
^UN  or  Omrahs,  and  thi;  victorious  in  War. 
Muziffer,  whofe  fortune  it  was  to  kill  Lodi,  was 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  the  deceafed,  being  af- 
terwards diilinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Chan  Je- 
han. The  negociations  for  the  re-e(labliftmient 
of  peace  between  the  emperor  and  the  confederate 
princes  of  the  Decan,  was,  in  the  mean  time, 
broke  off  by  the  loo  great  demands  on  the  part 
of  Sliaw  Jehan.  Iloftilities  yvere  accordingly 
recommenced,  and  Kratlit  was  lelt  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  ;  the  public  bufuicfs  demand- 
ing the  prefence  of  the  vii'ier  at  c^urt.  1  he  con- 
federates had,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  re- 
tired from  the  field  into  il  eir  (Irong  holds.  'Ihc 
war  was  converted  in'^o  a  fuccefiion  of  fieges.  The 
iortrefies  were  llrong,  the   garnlons  determined, 

and 
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and  the  Imperialifts   unfkilful ;  but  the  emperor     a.  d. 
was  obftinate,  and  would  not  abate  from  his  fiFfl      J^3«. 
demands.     The  confequence  was,  that   Shaw   Je-      ,04*^/. 
han,  after  a  war  of  two  years,  in  which  he  loft  ^^^r^-w/ 
multitudes  of  men  by  famine,  difeafe,  and  the 
fword ;    and    after    having   expended   prodigious 
treafures,  found   himfelf  poflefled  of  a  iew  forts,         x 
his  army  tired  out  with  inetledual  hoililities,  and 
the  enemy  diftreifed,   but  not  vanquifhed. 

A  minute  detail  of  unimportant  campaigns  Piogrefsof 
would  be  tedious  and  dry.  Uninterefting  par-  l.]^i  a"ms!' 
ticulars  and  events  fcarce  llamp  a  fufficient  value 
on  time,  to  merit  the  pen  of  the  hiitorian.  In 
the  fu:n:iier  of  1631,  Damawir,  the  ftrongeft 
fort  in  Golconda  was  taken.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1632,  Candumar  in  Tellingana,  which 
was  deemed  impregnable,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Imperialifts.  Little  treafure  was  found  in 
either.  Ihe  Patan  princes  never  had  a  difpofition 
for  hoarding  up  wealth.  A  fierce,  warlike,  and 
independent  race  of  men,  they  valued  the  hard 
tempered  ileel  of  their  fwords  more  than  gold  and 
f:lver,  which  the  reft  of  man^kind  fo  much  prize. 

On  the  eighreenrh  day  of  July,  1651,    died   in  Death  and 
child-bed,  about  two   hours  after  the  birth  of  a^J'^jf^^s^i. 
princefs,  the  favourite   Sultana,  Arjemund  Banu,  tana. 
the  daughter  of  Afiph  Jah.     She   had  been  twen- 
ty years  married  to  Shaw  Jehnn,  and  bore  him  a 
child    almoft    every   year.     Four    fons  and    four 
daughters  furxived  her.     When  her    huftDand   af- 
cended  the  throne,  he  dignified  her  with  the   title 
of  Mumtaza  Zemani,  or.   The   most  exalted 
OF  THs   AGE.     Though  fhe  feldom  interfered  in 
public  affairs,  Shaw    Jehan  owed    the   empire  to 
her    influence     with    her     father.     Nor    was    he 
ungrateful  :  he  loved    her  living,  and    lamented 
her    when    dead.     Calm,     engaging,    and    mild 
in    her     difpofition,    fhe    engrofled     his     whole 
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A.  D.  affc^ion  :  and  though  he  maintained  a  number 
1(3 '•  of  women  for  flate,  they  were  only  the  flaves  of 
1042      her  pleafure.    She  was  fuch  an  enthufiafl  in  Deifm, 

^— ^« '  that  file  fcarce  could  forbear  perfecuting  the  Por- 

tu,2:uefe   for    their  fuppofed    idolatry  ;  and  it  was 
only  on  what  concerned  that  nation,  flie  fulfered 
her  temper,    which  was  naturally    placid,  to  be 
ruffled.     To  exprefs  his   refpect  for  her  memory, 
the  emperor  railed,   at  Agra,  a  tomb  to  her  name, 
which  cofl  in  building  the  amazing  fum  of  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
Public  ca-      The  death  of  the  Sultana  was  followed  by  pub- 
lamities.     jj^  calamities  of  various   kinds.     The  war  in  the 
Decan  produced    nothing    but  the  defolation    of 
that  country.     An  extraordinary   drought,  which 
burnt  up  all  vegetables,  dried  up  the  rivers,  and 
rent  the  very  ground,    occafioned    a  dreadful  fa- 
mine.    The  Imperial   camp  could  not  be  fupplied 
with  provifions  :   didrefs  prevailed  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  empire.     Shaw  Jehan  remitted  the  taxes 
in  many  of  the  provinces,  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  fterling  ;   he  even  opened  the  treafury  for 
the  relief  o^  the  poor  ;  but  money  could  not  pur- 
chafe  bread  :   a  prodigious  mortality  enfued  ;  dif- 
eafe  followed  clofe    on   the  heels  of  famine,  and 
death  ravaq;ed  every  corner   of  India.     The  fear- 
city  of  provifions  prevailed   in  Perfia  :  the  famine 
raged  with  Hill  greater  violence  in  the   Weltern 
'J'artary.     No  rain  had   fallen   for   feven  years  in 
that  country.     Populous  and  flourlfliing  provinces 
were  converted  into  folitudes  and  defarts  ;   and  a 
few,  who  efcapcd  the  general  calamity,  wandered 
through  depopulated  cities  alone. 
Th-T  con-        But  as  if  famine  and  difeafe  were  not  fufficient 
f-derMtes    j^  dcRroy  mankind,  Afiph  jah,  who  had  refunied 
ji.ice.        the  command  of  the  army,  aHIlled  them  with  the 
fword.     He  trod  down  the  fcanty  harveft  in  the 
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Decan  ;  and  ravaged  with  fire  and  fvvord  the  a.  d. 
kingdom  oF  Bijapour.  Adil  Shaw,  the  fovereign  '^.^j- 
of  the  country,  came  into  terms  when  nothing  ro43. 
was  left  worthy  of  defence.  He  promifed  to  pay  '^^ — . — -^ 
an  annual  tribute  to  the  houfe  of  Timur,  and 
to  own  himfelf  a  dependant  on  the  empire.  Mo- 
ney was  extorted  from  the  Nizam,  and  from 
Kuttub,  prince  of  Tcllingana.  The  conditions 
were,  That  the  emperor  (liould  remove  his  army; 
but  that  he  (hould  retain,  by  way  of  fecurity  for 
their  future  btrhaviour,  the  ftrong  holds  which 
had  fallen  into  his  hands.  Such  was  the  end  of  a 
war,  begun  from  motives  of  conqueft,  and  con- 
tinued through  pride.  The  emperor,  after 
fquandering  a  great  treaiure,  and  lofing  a  multi- 
tude of  men,  fat  down  vi^ithout  extending  his 
limits,  vi'ithout  acquiring  reputation.  His  great 
fuperiority  in  point  of  ftrength,  when  compared 
to  the  fmall  force  of  the  confederates,  prevented 
battles  which  might  yield  him  renown.  He  vt-ait- 
ed  his  ftrength  on  fieges,  and  had  to  contend 
with  greater  evils  than  the  fwords  of  the  enemy. 
He,  however,  humbled  the  Patan  power  in  India, 
which,  during  the  diftradions  occafioned  by  his 
own  rebellion  in  the  preceding  reign,  had  becoioe 
formidable  to   the  family  of   Timur. 

The  emperor  returned  not  to  Agra,  from  the  f^etum  of 
unprofitabie  war  in  the  Decan,  till  the   feventh  of  ^  r  t^o" ''^* 
March   of  the    year    1633.     Eradit  was    left    in '^g'^- 
the  city  of   Brampour,    in  his  former  office    of 
governor  of  Chandeifli.     He,  however,    did  not 
Ions:  continue  to   exectite  the  duties  of  a  commif- 
fion  which  was  the  greatefl  the  emperor  could  be- 
fiow.     The  command   of  the    army   ftationed  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  Decan,  had  been  annexed  to 
the  fubafhip  of  the   province  ;    and  though  Shaw 
Jehan  was  in  no  great  terror  of  Kradit's  abilities, 
he,  at  that  time,  placed  no  trufl  in   bis  fidelity. 

The 


152  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

The  command  and  the  province  were  offered  to 
the  vifier  ;  who  was  alarmed  left  it  might  be  a  pre- 
tence of  removing  him  from  the  prefence.  He 
covered  his  uiflike  to  the  meafure  with  an  aft  of 
gcnerofity.  He  recommended  Mohabet  to  the 
office  deftined  for  himfelf;  and  the  emperor, 
though,  from  a  jealoufy  of  that  lord's  reputation, 
he  had  kept  him  during  the  war  in  the  command 
of  the  army  near  Brampour,  confented  to  grant 
his  requeft.  He,  however,  inllnuated  to  Moha- 
bet, that  he  could  not  fpare  him  from  his  councils; 
and,  therefore,  recommended  to  him  to  appoint 
his  fon  Chan  Ziman  his  deputy,  in  the  province 
of  Chandeifh. 
Perfecu-  Ihe  cmperor  had  obferved,  that  during  the 
Hinckfo:''"  dif^^e^s  occaUoncd  by  the  late  famine,  the  fuper- 
ftitious  Hindoos,  inftead  of  cultivating  their  lands, 
flew  to  the  (lirines  of  their  gods.  Though  nei- 
ther an  enthufiafl.  nor  even  attached  to  any  fyftem 
of  religion,  he  was  enraged  at  their  negledl:  of 
the  n^eans  of  fubfi/lcnce,  for  the  uncertam  relief 
to  be  obtained  by  prayer.  "  1  hey  have  a  thou- 
fand  gods,"  faid  he,  "  yet  the  thoufand  have  not 
been  able  to  guard  them  from  famine.  This  ari«y 
of  divinities,"  continued  he,  "  inlle-id  of  being 
beneficial  to  ihcir  votaries,  diftrad:  their  attention 
by  their  own  liUtnhers  ;  and  I  am  therefore  de- 
termiied  to  expel  them  from  my  empire."  Thefe 
were  the  words  of  M,t>«  Jehan,  when  he  figncd 
an  edicl  for  breakintr  down  the  idols,  and  for 
demolishing  the  temples  of  the  Hindoos.  The 
nuAiure  was  impolitic,  and,-  in  the  event,  cruel. 
Thii  zealou.s  followers  of  tiie  Brahmin  religion 
rofe  in  defence  of  their  gods,  and  many  enthu- 
fiaits  Were  nLiiTacred  in  their  prefence.  Shaw 
Jehan  faw  thei'npropriety  of  the  pcrlecution  ;  he 
recalled  the  edict,  and  was  heard  to  fay,  "  That 
a  prince  who  wiihes  to  have   fubjects,  muft   take 
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them  with  all  the  trumpery  and  bavvbles   of  their     A.  D. 
religion."  _     ^  ^^^ 

Soon  after  this  infult    on    the  fuperflition  of     1044. 
Brahma,  letters  were  received  at  court  from  Cafiui  ^^■'^t    -' 
Chan,  governor  of   Bengal.     Cafim   complained  p"'^"*  °^ 
to  the  emperor,  that  he  was  very  much  dillurbed  coppfains 
in  the  duties  of  his  office  by  a  parcel  of  European  '^''hePor- 
idolaters,  for  fo  he    called    the   Portugueze,  who 
had  been  permitted  to  eilablifh  themfelves  ai  Hug- 
ley,  for  the  purpofes  of  trade  ;   that,    inflead    of 
confining  their  attention  to   the  bufinefs  of  mer- 
chants,   they    had    fortified    themfelves    in    that 
place,  and  were  become  fo  infolent,  that  they  com- 
mitted many  ads  of   violence  upon  the    Jubjects 
of  the  empire,  and  prefumed  to  exa6l  duties  from 
all  the  boats  and  veffels  which  paffed  by  their  fort. 
The  emperor  wrote  him  in   the  following  laconic 
manner :  "  Expel  thefe  idolaters  from  my  domi- 
nions.*'     The  feverity  of   this  order     proceeded 
from  another  caufe. 

When  Shaw  Jehan,  after  the  battle  at  the  Nir-  Their  in- 
bidda,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  shaw  Je° 
the  eaflern  provinces,  he  paffed  through  Orixa  han. 
into  Bengal.  When  he  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dacca,  Michael  Rodriguez,  vv'lio  com- 
manded the  Portugueze  forces  at  Huglcy,  paid 
him  a  vifit  of  ceremony.  Shaw  Jehan,  after  the 
firft  compliments  were  over,  requeued  the  afiirt- 
ance  of  Rodriguez,  with  his  foldiers  and  artillery  ; 
making  large  promifes  of  favour  and  emolument, 
ihould  he  himfelf  ever  come  to  the  pofTeffion  of 
the  throne  of  Hindoltan.  The  governor  faw  the 
defperate  condition  of  the  prince's  affairs,  and 
would  not  grant  his  requeft.  He  had  the  impru- 
dence to  add  infult  to  his  refufal,  by  infmuating, 
that  he  would  be  adiamed  of  ferving  under  a  rebel, 
who  had  wantcmly  taken  up  arms  againlf  his  fa- 
ther andfovereign.     Shaw  Jehan  was  filent ;  but 
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A.  D.     he  laid  up  the  farcafm  in    his    mind.     He,  there- 
Hig^;      ^orc,  liftened  with  ardour   to  the  reprefentations 
1044      of  Cafim  ;  and  ordered  him  to  inveifc  Hugiey. 
^^'J7*^       Caliiii,  in  confequencc  ot  Imperial  orders,  ap- 
taken  by     pcarcd  wiih  an  army  before  tlie  Portugueze  fado- 
allauit.       i-y^     Their   force  was   not  fufficient   to   face  him 
in  the  held ;   and   he  immediately   made    his   ap- 
proaches in  form.     A  breach  was  made,  and  the 
ditch  filled  up  in  a  few  days;  and  the  Imperiaiifts 
carried   the   place   by  aflault.     The   Portugueze, 
however,  behaved  with  bravery.     They  coiitinued 
to  fight  from   their  houfes.     I^Iany    were   killed, 
and  the  living  propofed  terms,     'i  hey  oflered  half 
their  elTecls   to  Ciifim  ;   they  prcmifed    to  pay   an 
annual  tribute  oi  four  lacks,  upon  condition  that 
they  Ihould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  country, 
in  their  former  privileges    of  trade.     The    victor 
would  Viiltn  to  no  terms  until  they  laid  down  their 
arms.     Three  thoufand    fouls  Icll  into  his   hands. 
Their  lives  were  fpared  ;    but  the    imagu.,  which 
had  given  fo  much  offence  to  the  favourite  Sulta- 
na, were    broken    down    and    defiroyed.     Thefe 
were   the    firft  hofliiiiies  againi't   Europeans    re- 
corded in  the  liillories  of  theEaft. 
Revolt  rf       The  petty  uar  with  the   Portugueze,  was  fuc- 
of  B^uniL  ^^^^^^  '  :*'  ^he  lecond  revolt  of  the  Raja  of    ]5un- 
1 '.  dfcla.     'Jhe  terms  impofed  upon  him  ai  the  rcdudi- 

on  ot  his  country  by  iMohabet,  were  too  fevere  ; 
and  he  only  hau  remained  quiet  to  prepare  for 
another  effort  againlt  the  Imperial  power.  Au- 
runpzcbc,  the  t.  ird  fon  of  the  emperor,  was  fent 
agamfl:  him,  under  the  tuition  of  Nuferit,  the 
Suba  of  Malava.  IhisxAas  the  firfl:  opportunity 
given  to  liiat  young  lion  of  rioting  in  blood.  The 
Raja,  though  much  interior  in  force,  was  obfii- 
nate  and  brave.  Pofleffed  of  many  (Irong  holds, 
he  refolved  to  flanel  upon  the  detenfive,  againll  an 
enemy  whom  he  could  not,  with  any   affuranceof 
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viclory,  face  in    the    field.     The   war    was    pro-     a.  d. 
traded  for  two  vears.     Judger   Sinqh   maintained      '.'^j^^' 
every  pod    to    the  lad ;     and   he    yielded    in  one      1044. 
place,  only   to   retire  with  accumulated    fortitude   - — i       ' 
to  another.     Aurungzebe,    though    but    thirteen 
years  of    age,  diiplayed    that   martial   intrepidity 
which    diftinguiflied    the  red    of    his   life.      He 
could  not,  by    the   influence   of  Nuferit,  be  re- 
drained  in  the  camp :  he    was    prefent    in    every 
danger,  and  Ihewed  an  elevation   of  mind  in  the 
time  of  action,  which  proved   that  he  was    born 
for  tumult  and  war. 

'I'he  lad  place  which  remained  to  the  Raja  was  [jis  mif- 
his  capital  city  ;  and  in  this  he  was  cloftlv  belieeed.  f^r  "nes 
He  was  hemmed  in  on  every  fide  by  the  Imperial 
army  ;  and  the  circle  grew  narrower  every  day. 
Refolution  was  at  lad  converted  into  defpair. 
His  braced  foldiers  were  cut  off:  his  friends  had 
gradually  fallen.  The  helplefs  part  of  his  family, 
his  women  and  children,  remained.  He  propofed. 
terms  ;  but  his  fortunes  were  too  low  to  obtain 
them.  To  leave  them  to  the  enemy,  would  be 
difiionourabie  ;  to  remain  himfelf,  certain  death 
to  him,  but  no  reli^if  to  them.  He  fcr  fire  to 
the  town ;  and  he  efcaped  through  the  flames 
which  overwhelmed  his  familv.  A  few  horfemen 
were  the  companions  ot  his  flight ;  and  Nuferit 
folio 'vved  clofe  on  their  heels  for  two  hundred 
miles.  The  Raja  at  lad  eroded  the  Nirbidda, 
and  penetrated  into  the  country  of  Canduana. 

The  unfortunate  prince  was,  at  length,  over- ^nd  death. 
come  with  fatigue.  He  came  into  a  fored,  and 
finding  a  pleafant  plain  in  the  middle,  he  refolved 
to  halt ;  dreaming  of  no  danger  in  the  center  of 
an  impervious  wood.  Both  he  and  his  follov.-ers 
alighted,  and,  tying  their  horfes  to  trees,  betook 
themfelves  to  red.  A  barbarous  race  of  men 
poiTeired  the  country  round.     They  had  not  feen 
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A  D.  the  Raja's  troop,  but  the  neighing  of  his  horfes 
'^i'^"  led  lome  of  them  to  the  fpot.  Looking  from  the 
10J4.  thicket  into  the  narrow  plain  where  the  fugitives 
^-"^t — '  lay,  they  perceived,  to  their  aftoniftiment,  a 
number  of  men  richly  dreffed,  fleeping  on  the 
ground  ;  and  fine  horfes  Handing  near,  with  fur- 
niture of  filver  and  gold.  The  temptation  was  too 
great  to  be  with  (food  by  men  who  had  never  feen 
fo  much  wealth  before.  They  ruflied  upon  the 
flrangers  ;  and  flabbed  them  in  their  fleep.  While 
they  were  yet  dividing  the  fpoil,  Nuferit  came. 
The  robbers  wereflain  ;  and  the  head  of  the  Raja 
was  brought  back  to  the  army,  which  Nuferit 
had  left  under  the  command  of  Aurun2[zebe.  In 
the  vaults  of  the  Raja's  palace  were  found  to  the 
value  of  three  millions  in  filver  coin,  in  gold, 
and  in  jewels,  which  Aurunj^zehe  laid  at  the  feet 
of  his  father,  as  the  firft  fruit  of  his  victories. 
He  was  received  with  uncommon  demonflrations 
of  joy  ;  and  Nuferit,  for  his  fervices,  was  railed 
to  a  higher  rank  of  nobility. 
M?.iri,5ges  During  thefe  tranfaftions,  all  remained  quiet 
^^.^^^  at  court.  'J'he  emperor  applied  to  public  bufinefs ; 
l).T>a  and  nor  was  he  forgetful  of  pleafure.  Though  dur- 
^"j  *  ing  the  life  of  the  Sultana,  his  affections  were 
confined  to  her  alone,  he  became  diffolute  after  her 
deceafe.  The  vaft  number  of  women  whoir  he  kept 
for  (fate  in  his  haram,  had  anong  them  many 
enchanting  beauties.  He  wandered  from  one 
charming  "bject  to  another,  without  fixing  his 
mind  on  any ;  and  enjoyed  their  converfation, 
without  bfcing  the  dupe  of  their  art.  'J  he  daugh- 
ter of  his  brcther  Purvez  was  now  grown  into 
marriageable  years  ;  and  he  gave  her  to  wife  to 
his  tldefl  fon  Dara,  whom  he  deftined  for  the 
throne.  8uja,  his  fecond  fon,  was  at  the  fame 
time  married  to  the  daughter  of  Ruflum  Suffavi, 
of  the   royal   line  of  Perfia.     The  ceremonies  of 
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thefe  two  marriages  were  attended  with    uncom-     a.  d. 
inon  pomp  and  fellivity  :  eight    hundred  and    l"e-      '^}^ 
venty-five  thoufand  pounds  were  expended  out  of     lo^" 
the  public   treafury   alone  ;  and  the  nobles   con-  "w^-^--^^ 
tended  with  one  another   in  expenfive   entertain- 
ments and  fliews. 

Though  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor  prevented  Mohnbet 
Mohabet  for  fome  time  from  taking  upon  himfelf  Gokouda 
the  Subafliip  of  Chandeifli,  and  command  of  the 
army  on  the  frontiers,  that  lord  was  at  laft  per- 
mitted to  retire  to  his  government.  His  active 
genius  could  not  ren.ain  idle  long.  Diaatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  his  predeceflbr  Eradit,  who 
had  carried  on  the  late  unfuccefsful  war  in  the 
Decan,  he  found  means  of  renewinor  hoftiiities 
with  the  Nizam.  He  led  accordingly  the  Impe- 
rial army  into  the  kingdom  of  Golcond;^  I'he 
Nizam  was  no  march  tor  that  able  general  in  the 
field,  and  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  citadel  of 
Dovvlatabad.  Mohabet  fat  down  before  it ;  but 
for  the  fpace  of  fix  months  he  could  make  liule 
impreffion  upon  it  ;  from  it,  uncommon  llrength 
and  fituation. 

I'he  ciiadel  of  Dowlatabad  is  built  on  a  folid  relies 
rock,  almolt  perpendicular  on  every  fide,  which  PT"^^' 
rifes  one  hundred  and  forty  vards  above  the  plain. 
The  circumference  of  the  outermoft  wall  is  five 
thou  land  yards  ;  the  thicknefs,  at  the  foundation, 
five;  the  height  fifteen.  The  fpace  within  is  divided 
into  nine  fortifications,  feparated  by  i'trong  walls, 
rifing  gradually  above  one  another  toward  the 
center,  by  which  means  each  commands  that 
which  is  next  to  it  beneath.  The  entrance  is  by 
a  fubterr,ineous  paffage  cut  from  the  level  of  the 
plain,  which  rifes  into  the  centre  of  the  inner 
fort,  by  a  winding  ftair-cafe.  On  the  outfide, 
the  entrance  is  fecured  with  iron  gates ;  the  top 
of  the  ftair-cafe  is  covered  with  a  rnaify  grate,  on 
i^hich  a  large  fire  is  kept  during   a   fiege.      But 
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/.  p.  the  ftrength  of  Dowlatabad  was  not  proof  againft 
I'^iS-  treachery.  Fatt.^,  the  fon  of  Maleck  Amber,  who 
1C44.     v.'as    the  governor,  fold  it  to  Mohabet  for   a  fum 

-^-'^i — -'  of  money,  and  an  annual  penfion  of  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds,  fecured  on  the  Imperial  trea- 
furv. 

TheNi-         Thc  old  Nizam  was  dead  before  the   treachery 

£ueJ^*^"  of  Fatte  had  delivered  up  the  impregnable  fortrefs 
of  Dowlatabad  to  Mohabet.  An  infant  fucceeded 
him  ;  and  Fatt'3  chofe  to  make  terms  for  himfelf, 
under  the  uncertainty  of  the  young  piince's  for- 
tunes. 1  he  delivery  of  the  Nizam  into  the  hands 
of  the  Imperial  general,  was  one  of  the  conditions 
impofed  on  Fattc  for  the  bribe  which  he  received. 
The  prince  was  carried  to  Agra.  He  was  treated 
with  apparent  refpecl:  and  kindnefs  by  the  empe- 
ror ;  but  it  was  dangerous  to  permit  him  to  re- 
main at  large.  He  was  ordered  mto  confinement 
in  the  caflle  of  Gualiar ;  with  an  attendance  of 
women  and  fervants  to  alleviate  bis  captivity. 
His  dominions,  in  the  mean  time,  were  annexed 
to  the  empire ;  and  Mohabet,  with  his  wonted 
abilities,  ellablifhed  the  form  of  government,  by 
■which  the  new  province  was  to  be,  for  the  future, 
regulated. 

Suja  frnt  '|"hc  animofiiy  and  jealoufy  which  broke  out 
'^afterwards  among  the  princes,  the  four  fons  of 
Shaw  Jehan,  made  their  firft  appearance  at  this 
time.  Aurungzcbe,  who  fliewed  a  courage  and 
undcrfl:anding  beyond  his  years,  was  in  great  fa- 
vour with  the  emperor.  He  delighted  to  encou- 
rage him  in  the  martial  exercifes,  which  the 
prince  ardently  loved  ;  and  though  he  did  not 
abate  in  his  regard  for  his  .  ther  fons,  they  re- 
pined at  the  preference  given  to  Aurungzebe. 
A  feat  which  that  prince  performed  on  his  birth- 
day, when  he  entered  his  fifteenth  year,  (Irength- 
ened  his  intcrelt  in  his  father's  affections.     He 

fought 
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fought  on  horfeback  againfl   an   elephant,  in   the     a.  d. 
prefence  of  the   emperor  and   the   whole  court ;      '^5  5- 
and  by  his  dexterity  killed  that  enormous  animal.      ,044. 
The  whole  empire  rung  with  his  praife ;   and  the  ^""^t — ^ 
aclion   was    celebrated    in   verfe   by   Saib   Selim, 
the  bed:  poet  of  the  age.     The  prince  Suja,  natu- 
rally   high-fpirited    and    jealous,    fhewed    violent 
figns  of  difcontent  at  the  preference  given  to  Au- 
rungzebe.     He  began  to  look  upon  his  younger 
brother    as    defigned    for    the    throne ;    and    his 
haughty    mind    could    not    endure    the    thought. 
He  wifhed  to  be  abfent  from  a  fcene   which   gave 
him  unealinefs  J  and  he  prevailed  on   iVlohabet  to 
write  to  the  emperor,  requeuing  that  he   fliould 
be  fent  to  him  to   the  Decan.     Shaw  Jehan  con- 
fented.     Suja  was  created  an  Omrah  of  five  thou- 
fand  horfe ;  and,  having  received   fixty   thoufand 
pounds  for   his   expences   from   the   treafury,  he 
took  leave  of  his  father. 

Dara,  the  Imperial  prince,  highly  refented  the  jpiiourv 
honours  conferred  on  Suja.  He  himfelf  had  hi-  '^^^■^'^' 
therto  remained  at  court,  without  either  office  or 
efLablifhment.  He  complained  to  his  father  with 
great  vehemence  ;  and  the  latter  endeavoured  to 
fcoth  his  fon,  by  infinuating,  that  from  his  great 
afic'ftion  for  him,  he  could  not  permit  him  to 
take  the  field  ;  and  that,  in  the  palace,  there 
was  no  need  of  the  parade  of  a  military  command. 
Dara  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  thefe  reafons  ; 
and  the  emperor,  to  make  him  eafy,  gave  him 
the  command  of  fix  thoufand  horfe.  The  prince, 
however,  could  not  forget  the  prior  honours  of 
Suja.  He  was  told  that  IVlohabet  defigned  that 
prince  for  the  throne ;  and  there  were  fome 
grounds  for  fufpicion  on  that  head.  Had  Shaw 
Jehan  had  a  ferious  defjgn  of  favouring  Suja, 
he  could  not  have  fallen  upon  more  etfechual 
means  of  ferving  him,  than  by  placing  him  un- 
der 
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A.  n.  cler  the  tuition  of  fo  able  an  officer  as  Mohabet. 
•jii-  But  he  had  no  intendon  of  that  kind.  He  had 
1^44.,  fixed  on  Dara  as  his  fuccelTor  ;  though  there  was 
^— ^i-^«-'  httlc  policy  in  his  placing  Suja  in  the  channel  of 
acquiring  the  favour  of  the  army,  a  kaowledge 
of  the  world,  and  a  fuperior  fl<ill  in  war.  It  was 
upon  thefe  grounds,  that  Dara  juftly  complained  ; 
and  the  fequcl  will  fliew,  that  he  judged  better 
than  his  iather  of  the  confequences. 
Emperor's  Qq  the  hfth  of  Apiii,  1634,  the  emperor 
Eft'iuire."  niarched  from  Agra  toward  Lahore.  He  moved 
{lowly,  taking  the  diverfion  of  hunting  in  all  the 
forelU  on  the  way.  He  himfelf  yijiis  an  excellent 
fportfman  ;  and  the  writer  of  his  life  relates,  that 
he  fliot  forty  deer  with  his  own  hand,  before  he 
reached  Dcliii.  In  that  city  he  remained  a  few 
days  ;  and  then  proceeded  to  Lahore,  where  he 
arrived  after  a  journey  of  more  th.in  a  month. 
1"he  governors  of  the  northern  provinces  met 
the  emperor  near  the  city;  and,  with  thefe  and 
his  own  retinue,  Shaw  [than  went  with  great 
pomp  to  vifit  the  tomb  of  his  father.  He  dif- 
tinguifl'ed,  bv  peculiar  attention  and  a£ls  of  fa- 
vour, Mirza  Bakir  and  Sheich  Beloli,  two  learned 
men,  who  relided  at  Lahore ;  and,  having  made 
a  confiderable  piefent  to  the  Fakiers,  who  kept 
up  the  perpetual  lamp  in  his  father's  tomb,  he 
fet  out  for  the  kingdom  of  C'afhmire,  on  the 
limits  of  which  he  airived  on  tiie  tiiirteenrh  of 
June.  Pleafure  was  his  only  bufmels  to  (^a(h- 
niire.  He  relaxed  his  mind  from  public  allairs 
for  fom.e  days,  and  an  uied  himfelf  vith  viewing 
the  curious  fptings,  the  cafcades,  the  hanging 
woods,  and  the  lakes,  which  diverfify  the  de- 
lightful anvl  romantic  face  of  that  beautiful  coun- 
try. His  progrefs  was  celebrated  in  \crfe  by 
Mahommcd  Jan :  but  his  care  for  the  ftate  loon 
brought  him  back  to  Lahore. 

The 
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The  Prince  Suja  arrived  in  the  Imperial  army     A  d, 
in  the   Decan,  while   Mohabet  was   yet   fettling-     '^^'^^ 
the  affairs   of  the  conquered   dominions  of  the     1044. 
Nizam.     The  general  received  him   with   all   the  ^"^f    -^ 
diftindion  due  to   his  birth,  and   foon  after  put  sj  ire- 

Fiji 

his   troops   in   motion   toward   Tellingana.     The^'*  ^  * 
enemy  forfook  the  field,  and  betook  themfelves 
to  their  flrong  holds.      Mohabet  fat  down   before 
Bizida ;    but    the    garrifon    defended    the     place 
with  fuch  obftinacy,  that   the  lmperiaiii1:s  made 
little  progrefs.      The  warm   valour  of  >Suja  could 
not  brook  delay.     He  attributed  to  the  inactivity 
of  Mohabet,  what  proceeded   from  the   bravery 
of  the  enemy,    and    the  (Irength    of    the  place. 
He  raifed  by  his  murmuring  a  JiiTenfion  between 
the  officers   of  the  army.     Mohabet    remonftrat- 
ed  againfl:   the  behaviour  of  Suja  ;  and  gave  him 
to  underftaiid,    that  he    hinifelf,     and    not    the 
prince,  commanded  the  troops.     Suja  was  obfti- 
nate.     Mohabet  fent  exprelfes  to  court,  and  the 
prince  was    recalled.     He   was   enraged  beyond 
meafure  at  this  indignity  :   but  it  was  prudent  to 
obey.     He  left   the   camp  ;    and    Mohabet,    fal- 
ling  fick,  was    obliged   to  raife    the   fiege.      He 
returned  to  Brampour  ;  and  his  diforder   having 
increafed  in  the   march,  put  a  period  to  his  life 
in  a  very  advanced  age. 

Mohabet  was  one  of    the  mod   extraordinary  D^ath  and 
characters  that  ever  figured  in  India.     Severe  in  '^^'^'/f'}^'' 
ailpolition,  naughty  in  command,    rigid   in   the  bet. 
execution  of  his  orders,    he  was  feared  and  re- 
fpected,  bur  never  beloved  by  an  indolent  and  ef- 
feminate race  of  rrien.     In  conduct  he  was   un- 
rivalled,   in    courage   he    had   few   equals,    and 
none  in  fuccefs.     In  the  field  he  was  active,  dar- 
ing  and  intrepid,  always  in   perfect  pofTeflion   of 
his  own  mind.     His  abilities  feemed  to   life  with 
the  occafionj  and  Fortune  could  prefent  nothing 

ill 
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AT),  in  battle  which  his  prudence  had  not  forefeen. 
'^^?5-  In  his  political  charader,  he  was  bold  in  his  re- 
504v'.      folves,  adive  and  determined  in  execution.      As 

"^-'-~^. — -'  his  own  foul  was  above  fear,  he  was  an  enemy 
to  cruelty  ;  and  he  was  fo  honed  himfelf,  that  he 
feldom  fufpeded  others.  His  demeanor  was  lofty 
and  referved ;  his  manner  full  of  dignity  and 
grace  :  be  was  generous  and  always  fincere.  He 
attempted  high  and  arduous  things,  rather  from 
a  love  of  danger  than  from  ambition ;  and  when 
he  had  attained  the  fummit  of  greatnefs,  and 
might  have  refted  there,  he  defcended  the  pre- 
cipice, becaufe  it  was  full  of  peril.  Jehangire 
owed  twice  to  him  his  throne  ;  once  to  his  valour, 
and  once  to  his  moderation ;  and  his  name  gave 
the  empire  to  Shaw  Jehan,  more  than  the  friend- 
fliip  of  Afiph  Jah. 

Anecdotes  Notwithltanding  the  great  abilities  of  Moha- 
bet,  he  feemed  to  be  fenfible  of  his  own  merit, 
and  confcious  of  his  importance  in  the  Hate.  He 
was  punOilious  about  rank  ;  and  would  upon  no 
occafion  give  phice  to  the  vifier ;  who  would  not 
relinquiOi  the  precedence  which  he  derived  from 
his  high  office.  The  difpute  was  carried  fo  high 
between  thele  two  great  men  in  the  beginning 
ot  the  reign  of  Shaw  Jehan,  that  it  was  agreed 
they  fliould  not  come  to  court  on  the  fame  day. 
The  emperor  did  not  chufe  to  interfere  in  the 
fontelf :  they  were  both  his  benefadors,  both 
were  powerful  in  the  Hate  ;  and  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  difobli,ij;e  one,  by  giving  preference 
to  the  claims  of  the  other.  He,  however,  was 
at  lalt  prevailed  upon  to  decide  in  favour  of 
Afiph :  And  he  made  his  excufe  to  Mohabet, 
by  faying,  "  'Ibat  in  all  civilized  governments 
the  Iword  (liould  yield  to  the  pen."  Mohabet 
fubmitttd  ;  but  he   avoided   ever   after,  as   much 

as 
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as  pofllble,  the  ceremony   of  appearirxg  publicly     a.  d. 
in  the  prefence  oi  the  emperor.  1^35. 

Thefe  difpiites,  though  they  did  not  break  ,0^4'. 
out  into  an  open  rupture  between  the  vifier  and  ^-— i— ;w/ 
Mohabet,  were  the  Iburce  of  a  coldnefs  between  f^^?"«r""^g 
them.  Shaw  jehan  was  at  no  pains  to  reconcile 
them.  He  was  unwilling  to  throw  the  influence 
of  both  into  one  channel  ;  and  by  alternately  fa- 
vouring each,  he  kept  alive  their  jealoufy.  Mo- 
habet had  a  numerous  party  at  court ;  and  they 
had  once  almofl:  ruined  the  power  of  Ar;ph  by 
recommending  him  to  the  emperor,  as, the  only 
fit  man  for  fettling  the  affairs  of  the  Decan.  His 
commiffion  was  ordered  without  his  knowledge  ; 
but  he  fell  upon  means  of  turning  the  artillery 
of  the  enemy  upon  themfelves.  He  perfuaded 
the  emperor  that  Mohabet  only  was  fit  to  con- 
du^  the  war ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  made  a 
merit  with  that  general,  of  transferring  to  him 
a  government  the  moll  lucrative  and  important 
in  the  empire. 

The  emperor,  upon  the  death  of  Mohabet,  fe-  Emba.Tv 
parated  the  command  of  the  army  from  the  go-  ^^^^^  ^ 
vernment  of  the  Decan.  Iflam  Chan  became  ge- 
neral of  the  forces,  with  the  title  of  paymaller- 
general ;  and  the  Suba'hip  was  conferred  on  Chan 
Ziman,  the  fon  of  Mohabet.  In  the  beginning 
of  January  1635,  Tirbiec  Chan  returned  from 
his  embaffy  to  Mahommed,  prince  of  Balick. 
That  lord  had  been  fent  to  Mahommed  to  demand 
redrefs  for  the  incurfions  of  his  fubjefts  into  the 
northern  provinces.  Mahommed  excufed  the  in- 
fult,  in  fubmiflive  letters,  accompanied  with  pre- 
fents  ;  the  molt  valuable  of  which,  to  a  prince 
of  Shaw  Jehan's  amorous  difpcfition,  was  the 
young  and  beautiful  Malika  Shade,  the  daughter 
of  Mahommed  Sultan,  lineally  defcended  from 
Timur.      The   emperor  received    this    northern 

Vol.  III.  T  beauty 
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A.  P.     beauty  with   excefs  of  joy  ;  and  foon   forgot   the 
fj^iS-      invafions  of  the  llfbecs  in  her  charms. 

J-J  'gr. 

;o44.  Shaw  jeh.in,  after  his  return    from   Caflimire, 

'^; — 1  — ^  continued  for  feme    time    at    Lahore.       He    left 
rrrlnn°io   ^^^^^   ^^^Y  ^^^  ^^^^  '/'^    of  January,    and   arrived 
Agra.        at  Agra  on  the    23d  of   March,    ^635.     Nadira, 
the  daughter  of  Purvez,  and  wife   of  the  Impe- 
rial prince  Dam,  was  brouglit  to  bed,  on  the  way, 
of  a  fon ;  who  received  the  name  of  Soliman  She- 
ko   from  his  grandfather.     Great  rejoicings  were 
made  upon  the  birth  of  the  prince  ;  and  the  em- 
peror, upon  the  occafion,  mounted  anew  throne, 
formed    of    folid    gold,    embolfed    with    various 
figures,  and  (tudded  with  precious    (tones.     The 
throne    had   been  feven   years     in    fmifhing,  and 
the    expence    of    the  jewels    only   amounted    to 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  our 
money.     It  was   afterwards  diflinguiOied  by   the 
name  of  Tucivt  Taous,  or  the  Peacock  Throne,  froni 
^  having  the  figures  of  two  peacocks  (landing  be- 
hind it  with  their  tails  fpread,    which    were  Rud- 
ded    with  jewels  of  various  colours  to    reprefent 
the  life.     Between   the   peacocks   flood    a   parrot 
of  the   ordinary  fize,   cut  out  of    one   emerald. 
The  fined  jewel  in   the  throne  was  a  ruby,  which 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Timur  \\hen  he  plun- 
dered Delhi   in    the  year  1  ^98.     jehangire,  wiih 
peculiar  barbarity,  diniini(hed  the  beauty  and  luf- 
tre  of  the  (lone,  by  engraving    upon   it  his   own 
name  and  titles  ;  and  when  he  was    reproved  for 
this  piece  of  vanity  by  the  fa\ourite  Sultana,  he 
replied,  *' This  flone  will   perhaps  carry  my  name 
down  further  through  time,    than  the  empire   of 
the  houfe  of  Timur." 
Promoti-        The  ft Q lv.il  on   account  of  the  birth  of    Soli- 
n.an,  was   fucceeded   by     various    promotions  at 
court.     Aurungzebe  was  created   an    Omrah    of 
five    thoufand  horfe ;  and  the  vifier  was  raifed  to 
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the  high  dignity  of  captain-general  of  the  Imperial 
forces.  Shaw  Jehan  was  not  altogether  difmte- 
refted  in  conferring  this  honour  on  Afiph.  He 
paid  him  a  vifit  in  his  own  houfe  upon  his  appoint- 
ment, and  received  a  prefent  of  five  lacks  of  rou- 
pees  ;  which  he  immediately  added  to  the  fum  of 
one  million  and  an  half  fterlin:,  which  he  laid 
out  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  on  public  buildings, 
and  on  canals  for  bringing  water  to  Agra, 
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CHAP.      III. 


Emperor'' s  expedition  to  the  Decan — Redudion  of  that 
country — Death  of  CbanZundn — An  infurre6lion 
in  Bchdr — Snielled — Candahar  rejiored  to  the  em~ 
pire — Jnvajton  from  Affdm —  Rcdudion  of  Tibet — 
OppreJJive  governors  punifhcd — Prince  Suja  nar- 
rowly cfciipes  from  the  fames  of  Rajamahil — 
An  embaify  to  Conjlantinople — Calamities  in  the 
northern  provinces — Death  and  charaSler  of  Afiph 
"J^iJ. — Tirbiet  punifocd  for  opprejfion — An  inva- 
Jion  threatened  frovi  Pcrjia — Interrupted  by  the 
death  of  Shaw  Sef. 

A.  D.      O 

1(^56.     oHAW  JEHAN,  whether   1110(1    prompted  by 

J^^K-      avarice   or  by    ambition  is   uncertain,    formed  a 

v,....-^, — /  refolution  to  reduce  the  Mahoinmedan  fovereign- 

'1  he  cm-    ^^^^  °^  ^^^^  Decan  into   provinces   of    the   Mogul 

prior  re-    empire.     The   conqucfls    made  by    his  generals 

[n'va*de\he  ^^'^^'^  partial.     They  had  laid  vvafte,  but  had  not 

Decan.       fubducd,  the  couuiry  ;  and  when  moft  (uccefsful, 

they  impofcd  contributions  rather  than    a   tribute 

on   the  enemy.     Even  the    great   abilities  of  Mo- 

habet  were  not   attended  with  a  fuccels   equal   to 

the  faiiguine  hopes  of  the  emperor;  and   ail   his 

profpcds  of    conqueft   vanilhed   at    the  death   of 

that  ubie  general.     Shaw  Jehan,    though  addittcd 

to 
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to  the  enervating  pleafures  of  the  haram,  was  a.  d. 
rouzed  by  his  ambition  to  mark  his  reign  with  i^^"?. 
fome     fplendid     conqueft ;      "    For     it     is     not      1046* 

enough,"  he  faid,  "  for  a  great   prince   to  fend  ' j'^-' 

"  only  to  his  poderity  the  dominions  which  he 
"  has  received  from  his  fathers."  The  thought 
was  more  magnificent  than  wife.  To  improve 
the  conqaefls  of  his  fathers  with  true  policy, 
would  be  more  ufeful  to  his  poiierity,  and 
more  glorious  to  himfelf,  than  to  exhauft  his 
ftrength  in  violent  efforts  to  extend  the  limits 
of  his  empire.  He  however  had  determined  on 
the  meafure  ;  and  the  advice  of  his  molt  prudent 
Omrahs  and  counfellors  was  defpifed. 

On  the  firflof  October,  1636,  he  fet  out  from  Hefetsout 
Agra  with  his  ufual  pomp  and  m.agnificence.  '°J! 
Dowlatabad  was  the  point  to  which  he  direded 
his  march  ;  but  his  progrefs  was  politically  flow. 
He  had  given  orders  to  the  governors  of  the  pro- 
vinces to  join  him  with  their  forces  as  he  advanced; 
and  the  diftance  of  many  of  them  from  the  in- 
tended fcene  of  a6lion,  required  time  to  bring  them 
to  the  field.  The  prince  Aurungzebe  attended 
his  father  on  this  expedition,  and  was  highly  ia 
favour.  He  propofed,  with  a  youthful  ardor 
which  pleafed  the  emperor,  to  take  a  circuit  with 
thelmperial  camp. through  thir  province  of  Bundela, 
to  view  the  flrong  holds  which  he  himfelf,  under  ^ 
the  tuition  of  Nuferit,  had  fome  time  before  ta- 
ken from  the  unfortunate  Judger  Singh.  The 
emperor  had  not  as  yet  colleded  a  force  fufficient 
to  enfure  fuccefs  to  his  arms  ;  and  to  gain  time, 
he  liilened  to  the  requefl  of  his  fon.  The  whole 
of  the  year  was  pafTed  in  premeditated  delays, 
and  in  excurfions  of  hunting  ;  fo  that  the  empe- 
ror did  not  arrive  in  the  Decan  till  the  latter  end 
of  the  rainy  feafon  of  the  163/  of  the  Chriftian 
acra. 

The 
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A.  D.  The  Subas  of  the  different  provinces  had,  with 
!^3^-  their  troops,  joined  the  emperor  on  his  march. 
,0*48      His  force  was  prodigious  when  he  entered  the  bor- 

^— ^, '  dets  of  the  enentv.     On  his  arrival  at  Dowlata- 

He  lays  bad,  he  was  able  to  form  twelve  different  armies, 
\vafle  the  v^-hj^h,  undcr  twelve  leaders,  he  fent  into  the 
country,  kingdoms  of  Bijapour  and  Tellingana.  The 
princes  of  the  country  had  colleded  their  forces, 
but  they  knew  not  to  which  quarter  they  fhould 
direft  their  march.  The  Imperialifts  formed  a 
circle  round  them,  and  war  was  at  once  in  all 
parts  of  their  dominions.  The  orders  of  the 
emperor  were  barbarous  and  cruel.  He  fubmit- 
ted  the  open  country  to  lire  ;  and  garrifons  that 
refifted  were  put  to  the  fword.  "  War  is  an  evil,'* 
he  faid  ;  *'  and  compadion  contributes  only  to 
render  that  evil  permanent."  The  eaftern  writers 
defcribe  the  mifcries  of  the  D<:can  in  the  peculiar 
hyperboles  of  their  diciion.  "  Towns  and  cities," 
fay  they,  "  were  feen  in  flames  on  every  fide  ;  the 
hills  were  fhaken  with  the  continual  roar  of  artillery, 
and  tigers  and  the  wild  beads  of  the  defart  fled  from 
the  rage  of  men."  One  hundred  and  fifteen  towns 
and  caflles  were  taken  and  deflroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year.  The  emperor  fate,  in  the  mean  time, 
aloft  in  the  citadel  of  Dowlatabnd,  and  looked 
down,  with  horrid  joy,  on  the  temped  which 
he  himfelf  had  raifed  around, 
^hich  fub-  The  devadations  committed  by  the  exprcfs  or- 
mjts.  jj^j-s  of  the  emperor,  had  at  lad  the  intended  ef- 
fect on  the  fovereigns  of  Tellingana  and  Bija- 
pour. Shut  up  in  their  flronged  forts,  they 
could  not  aflid  their  fubje61s,  who  were  either 
ruined  or  maflacred  without  mi  rcy  around  them. 
They  propofed  peace  in  the  mofl  humble  and  lup- 
plicaling  terms.  Shaw  Jehan  took  advantage  of 
their  neceffiiies,    and  impofcd   fevere  conditions. 

Tiiey 
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They  were  eftabllfhed,   by  commiliion  from  the     a   d. 
emperor,  as  hereditary  governors   of    their  own      '^?^- 
dominions,  upon  agreeing  to  give  a  large  annual     ,048* 
tribute,  the    tirfl:    payment  of    which   was   to  be  ^— ^-^«-' 
made  at    the  figning  of  the    treaty.     The  princes 
befides  were  to  acknowledge  the  emperor  and  his 
fuccelfors    lords  paramount  of  the    Decan  in    all 
their     public  deeds,    and  to  defign    themfelves, 
The  humble  fubjecls  of  the  empire  of  the   Mo- 
guls. 

The  treaty  being  figned  and  ratified,  the  em-  Emperor 
peror  left  his  fon  Aurungzebe  under  the  tuition  Aj,nere!° 
of  Chan  Zim.an,  the  fon  of  Mohabet,  at  the  head 
of  a  confiderable  force,  to  awe  his  new  fubjeds. 
In  the  flrong  holds  which  had  fallen  into  his  hands 
during  the  war,  he  placed  garrifons  ;  and  having 
left  the  Decan,  took  the  route  of  Ajmere,  On 
the  eighth  of  December,  1638,  he  arrived  in  that 
city,  and  vifited  the  (brine  of  Moin  ul  Dien, 
more  from  a  defire  to  pleafe  the  fuperftitious 
among  his  courtiers,  than  from  his  own  devoti- 
on. He  had  not  remained  long  at  Ajmere  when 
the  prince  Aurungzebe  arrived,  to  celebrate  his 
nuptials  with  the  daughter  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  the 
fon  of  Aflph  Jih.  The  vifier,  who  had  remain- 
ed during  the  war  at  Agra,  to  manage  the  civil 
affairs  of  the  empire,  came  to  join  the  court  at 
Ajmere,  accompanied  by  Morad,  the  emperor's 
youngeft  fon,  and  was  prefent  at  the  fplendid 
feftival  held  in  honour  of  the  marriage  of  his 
grandfon  with  his  grand-daughter. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  Aurungzebe  from  Destb  of 
the  army  in  the  Decan,  Chan  Ziman  fell  fick  and  J;,^/„"  ^'" 
died.  His  death  was  much  regretted  by  the  whole 
empire.  Calm,  manly,  and  generous,  he  was 
efteemcd,  refpefted,  and  beloved.  He  was  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  polite  accomplifliments  of  the 
gentleman :    he   was   a    brave  general,    a  good 

flatefman. 
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A.  n.     flat"fman,     an    excellent    fcholar,    and    a  poet, 
l^f^;      Under    his   original   name  of   Mirza  Amani,  he 
104'R.     pub'ifhed  a   crjlicction  of  his    poems,  which  are 
''^■^^r^^  dill  [n  hh^h   repute  for  their  energy   and  elegance 
over  all    the  Eaft.      i'lie  emperor  was  fo  fenfible 
of  the  high    merit  of  Chan  Ziman,  that   he  fin- 
cerely  lamented    his  death,  and  fpoke    much   in 
his  praife  in  the  hall  of  the  prefence,  before   the 
whole  nobility.     "  We  did  not  mifs,"    faid   he, 
"  the   abilities  of  Mohabet,  till    we  loft  his  fon." 
Aurungzebe  received   immediate  orders  to  repair 
to  the  Decan,  and  to  take  upon   himfelf  the  fole 
command  of  the  Imperial  army,  ftationed  in  the 
conquered  provinces, 
infurrec-        During  thele  tranfat^ions  in  Ajmere,  the  revolt 
t^ion  in  Be-  ^f  ^^^  j^^j^  ^j:  gudgepour  happened  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Be;,ar.     The    emperor   detached  a  part 
of  the  army  under  x'Vbdalla  to  fupprefs  the  infur- 
reftion.     Abdalia  at   the  fame   time   received    a 
commifTion  to  govern'Behar  in  quality  of  Suba. 
He  attacked  and  defeated   the    Kaja  on  his  firft 
arrival  ;  and  that  unfortunate  prince,   whofe  love 
of  independence  had  made  him  overlook  his  own 
want  of  power,  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 
He  ihut  himfelf  up  in  a  fortrefs  which  was  inveft- 
ed  on  all  lides.     When  a  breach  was  made  in  the 
walls,  and  the  orders  for   the   affault  were  iftiied, 
the  Raja  came  out  of  his  caltle,  leading  his  chil-, 
dren  in    his    hand.      He   might  have  been   par- 
doned ;  but  his  v.ife  appearing  behind  him  fealed 
his  doom.     She    was  extremdv    handfome,    and 
Abdalia,  though  old  himfelf,   wiflied  to  grace  his 
haram  with  a  beautiful  widow.     The  unfortunate 
Raja,  therefore,  was  put   to  death  on  the  fpot  as 
a  rebel. 
C.indahar       The  ncws  of  the  defeat  and  death  of   the  Raja 
up  rMhe    °^  Budgepour  fcarcc  arrived  at  court,  when  Shav/ 
empire.      Jehan  received  an  agreeable  piece  of  intelligence 

from 
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from  the  northern  frontier  of  the  empire.     The     A.  n. 
feeble  adniiniltration  of  Sefi,  who  fucceeded  Shaw      m'^- 
Abas  in  the  throne  of  Perfia,  had  thrown  the   af-      u.-i^'. 
lairs  of  that  kingdom   into  confufion.      AliiVIur-  ^-^i—*-^ 
dan  commanded  in  the  fortrels  of  Candahar.    His 
fidelity  was  fufpecled  ;    and,   befides,  he  faw  no 
end  of  the  troubles  which  diilracled  his   country. 
He  refolved  to  favc  himfelf    from   the    malice  of 
his  enemies,  by   dc:iivering  the  city  to   the  empe- 
ror o[  Hindoftan,  from  v.hofe  hands  it  had  been 
Avrefted  by  Shaw  Abas.      A  negociation  was  there- 
fore fet  on  foot  by  Aii  Murdan  with   Seid  Chan, 
the  governor  of   Cabul.      His    terms  were  only 
for  himfelf.     Seid  clofed  with   him   in  the   name 
of  his  fovereign.     He  fent  his    fon  in  hade  with 
a  force  to   Candahar,  which  was  delivered  by  Alt 
Murdan,  who  fet  out  immediately  to  pay  his    ref- 
pedts  to  his  new  fovereign. 

Sefi  no  fooner  heard  of  the  treachery  of  Ali  Perfuns 
Murdan,  than  he  iiTued  orders  for  a  force  to  ^  ^^'^  ' 
march  from  Choraflan  to  retake  Candahar.  This 
expedition  was  under  the  condu(5t  of  Seahorti. 
That  Qfficer  appeared  before  the  city  with  feven 
thoufand  horfe  ;  but  Seid,  u'ho  commanded  in 
the  place,  fallied  out  with  an  inferior  force,  and 
totally  defeated  the  Perfians,  for  which  fignal 
fervice  he  was  raifed,  by  the  name  of  Ziffer  Jung, 
to  the  dignity  of  fix  thoufand  horle.  Gulzar, 
the  governor  of  Moultan,  was  removed  to  Canda- 
har ;  and  as  a  general  war  with  Perfia  was  appre- 
hended, the  prince  Suja  was  difpatched  with  a 
great  army  to  the  province  of  Cabul.  Before 
Guizar  arrived  at  his  new  government,  Seid 
following  his  victory  over  the  Perfians,  pene- 
trated into  Seifian.  Bull,  Zemindawir,  and  other 
places  fell  into  his  hands  ;  and  all  the  didricl 
which  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the  govern- 
ment 
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/.  n.     ment  of  Candahar,  was  reduced  to  fubjedion  by 

H??."     ^'5   arms. 

ic^s.  The  emperor  was    fo  overjoyed  at  the  recovery 

""-•^'^      '  of  Candahar,  that   he  received   Ali  Murdan  with 
Aii  Miir-  every  mark   of  cHeetn    and    gratitude.     He    was 
w^"ded.     raifcd  fo  the  rank  of  fix  thoiiGind  horfe,  with  the 
title  of  captain-general  of  the  Imperial  forces,  and 
inve'led  with  the  governn::ent  of  Cadimire.     The 
fervice  he   had  done    was  great,  but  the    reward 
of  treachery    was  extravagant.      Ali,    however, 
feemed    to   poflefs    abilities    equal    to  any    rank. 
Bold,  provident    and    ambitious,    he   grafped   at 
power ;  and  when   he   had   obtained   it,  he  kept 
ir  during  his   life  by   management  and   intrigue. 
Kis  generofity  rendered  him  popular ;  and  before 
his   death  he  is   faid   to  have   numbered   frxteen 
thoufand  families  of  Afgans,  Ufbecs,  and  Moguls, 
among  his  clients  and  dependants, 
invafion         The  mofl  remarkable  tranfadion  of  the  year 
fan™  '^3^5  ^^^"^^  ^^  ^^^  recovery  of  Candahar,  was  an 

invafion  of  the  province  of  Bengal  by  the  Tartars 
of  AfTmi.  They  ruflied  down  the  river  Birram- 
puta  in  arpied  boats,  to  where  it  falls  into  the 
Ganges,  below  Dacca.  They  plundered  fome  of 
the  northern  diRrici:?,  and  made  themfelves  maf- 
tcrs  of  fcveral  fmall  forts.  Iflam,  governor  of 
Bengal,  hearing  of  the  invafion,  m?rched  againfl 
the  enemy  with  all  the  Imperial  troops  Rationed 
in  the  province.  They  had  the  folly  to  come  to 
aclion  with  the  Suba,  and  he  gave  them  a  fignal 
defeat.  ]''our  thoufand  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
and  five  hundred  armed  veflels  fell  into  the  hands 
cf  the  cor.queror.  'I  he  remaining  part  of  the 
invaders  lied  ;  and  the  governor  purfued  them 
into  their  ovvn  countrv.  Fifteen  forts,  with  the 
king  of  Afl'cim's  fon-in-law,  fell  into  his  hands. 
'Jhe  whole  province  of  O.chngi  was  reduced ; 
and  he  invaded  that  of  Buldive.     The  latter  was 

very 
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very  obflinately  defended.  Few  pilTjs  leJ  in«*o  A.  p. 
ir,  being  environed  with  mountains.  The  Saba  '^Vv* 
at  lad  forced  the  palTes,  and  the  enemy  fled  to  io-,s. 
the  hills.  w--,^*^ 

The  fovereiijn  of  Buldive  did  not  lonii  furvive  'V'f';''^''''^ 

,  1      -V  -         °     r    1   •  t  r-r  ■    1     of  Aiia;E. 

the  reduaion  or  his  country.  Worn  out  wita 
fatigue,  haraiTcd  with  grief,  and  tormented  \uih 
vexation,  he  was  feiz.d  with  a  coniagi')US  diftem- 
per,  which  infefted  his  family,  and  carried  him 
and  them  off  in  a  h\v  days.  His  people,  how- 
ever, woald  not  quit  their  hills.  The  enemy 
fprcad  devaftatlon  over  the  plain  below  ;  and  the 
unfortunate  Afl'imites  beheld  from  the  woods 
the  fmoke  of  their  burning  towns.  But  the  un- 
bounded ravages  of  Iflam  occafioned  his  retreat* 
The  grain  was  inadvertently  deffroyed  ia  the  tire 
which  confumed  the  towns  of  Buldive,  and  a 
fcarcity  of  provifions  began  to  be  felt  in  the  Im- 
perial camp.  lilam  niarched  back  with  llie  fpoils 
of  Affam  ;  but  he  fuffered  incredible  hardihlps 
from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  the  torrents  which 
fell  from  the  hills,  and  a  diuemper,  v/hich  the 
rainy  fea^on,  now  come  on,  had  raifed  in  the 
army.  The  kingdom  of  Tibet  vas,  at  the  faine 
time,  reduced  by  Ziifer.  The  news  of  this  double 
conquefl  came  at  the  fame  inflant  to  the  emperor. 
He  was  greatly  pleafud  with  the  fuccefs  at  his  arms, 
as  none  of  the  Mahommedan  princes,  who  had 
reigned  bcf  )re  him  in  India,  ever  penetrated  I:. to 
thofe  countries. 

The  eleventh  vear  of  the  rei^in  of  Siiaw  jehTin  ^/arhof 
commenced  with  the  death  of  the  Mah-lvc.ja,  ja. 
prince  of  the  Rajaputs.  Ke  \vas  fucceedcd  in  ihe 
throne  by  his  fecond  fon  HufTinet  Singh  ;  it  being 
the  e.^abli(hed  cudom  of  the  branch  of  t!:e  R^yd- 
puts  called  Mahrattors.  to  leave  the  fc^ptre  to  the 
difpofid  of  the  fovereigns  by  their  l.ttter  will. 
The  Rajaputs,  properly  fo  called,  did  not  ac- 
quit fee 
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A.^  TX  quiefce  in  the  right  of  Iluffinet.  He  had  an  elder 
H?K-  brother,  and  they  adhered  to  him.  The  flames 
I'-h'^.     of  a  civil  war  were  kindled  ;   but  the  emperor  in- 

'^--^i'^'^  terlered  ;  and,  after  having  examined  the  claims 
of  both  the  princes,  he  confirmed  the  Raja's  will 
in  favour  ot  Huilinet,  whom  he  raifed  to  the  rank 
cf  four  thoufand  horfe.  tlis  elder  brother,  who 
was  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  the  throne  bv  the 
decifion  of  the  emperor,  was  alfo  created  an  Om- 
rah  of  three  rhouland. 

Peace wi!h  The  infult  which  Perfia  received  through  the 
3-  invafion  of  its  territories  by  the  Mogul  governor 
of  Candahar,  did  not  raife  any  fpirit  of  revenge 
in  the  court  of  Ifpahan.  The  debility  in  the 
councils  of  Sefi  brought  on  a  peace  between  the 
empires.  Shaw  Jehan  had  difpatched  Sifder 
Ohan  his  ambaifador  to  the  court  of  Perfia.  That 
lord  returned  this  year  from  vSerifa,  where  Sefi 
relided,  with  a  prefent  of  five  hundred  horfes, 
fome  curious  animals,  and  various  manuladures 
of  Perfia,  to  the  value  of  five  lacks  of  roupees. 
Sifder  executed  his  comiiiiffion  fo  much  to  his 
mailer's  iatisfaclion,  that  he  was  raifed  to  the 
dignity  of  five  thoufand  horfe.  The  chief  condi- 
tion of  tl^.e  treaty  of  peace  between  Perfia  and 
Hlndoilan  was,  an  entire  cellion  of  Candahar  by 
the  former  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

Death  of        The  winter  of  the  year  1637  had  been  remark- 

Afz'i,  ihe  ^j^jg  ^-j^j.  ^  nrj-eat  fall  of  fnov/  in  the  noithern  pro- 

p.tcrptor.  vinccs  C)[  India.  It  extended  as  far  as  Lahore; 
•and  in  the  mountains  of  Cabul  and  Calhmire, 
many  villages,  with  all  their  inhabitants,  were 
overwhelmed  and  dellroyed.  'Ihc  emperor,  in 
the  mean  time,  kept  his  court  at  Lahore.  Peace 
being  edablifned  on  every  fide,  he  applied  him- 
fclf  to  the  management  of  the  civil  government 
of  the  empire.  He  ifiued  many  falutary  edicts  for 
the  fecurity  of  property,  the  improvement  of  the 

country. 
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country,  and  the  encouragement  of  commerce. 
In  the  midit  of  his  cares  for  the  good  of  the  ftate, 
he  was  alHided  with  the  death  of  Afzil  Chan,  a 
man  of  great  literary  talents,  who  had  been  Lis  "^— ^r^-^' 
preceptor.  The  young  princes  were  alfo  edu- 
cated under  his  care,  and  they  mourned  him  as  a 
father.  He  had  been  raifed  to  the  firit  honours 
of  the  empire.  He  obtained  the  rank  of  feven 
thoufand,  and  the  management  of  the  civil  aft'airs 
of  the  empire  were  in  a  great  meafure  in  his  hands. 
The  emperor,  to  fliow  his  great  veneration  for 
his  abilities,  allowed  him  an  annual  revenue  of 
three  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Afzil,  the  princes  Dara  Dara  and 
and  Suja  were  raifed  to  higher  ranks  of  nobility.  i^Mel!^' 
Dara  was  dignified  v^ith  the  title  of  an  Omrah  of 
ten  thoufand  horfe   and   ten  thoufand   foot ;  and 
Suja  with  the  rank  of  feven   thoufand   horfe   and 
as  many  of  foot.     The  emperor  having  frequently 
declared  his  intentions   of  leaving   the  throne  to 
Dara,  gave  him  always  the  firil:  place  in  dignities 
and  power.     He  fl">ewed  an  inclination   of  habi- 
tuating his  other  fons  t6  a  fubmiffion  to  Dara; 
and  whatever  marks  of  fuperior  afFeftion  he  might 
beftow  on  his  younger'  Tons  in  private,  in  public 
he  directed  his  principal  attention  to  the  'eldefh 
Anrungzebe  was  not  at  court  when  his  brothers 
were  promoted.     Averfe  to  idlenefs  in   his   com- 
mand of  the  army  in  the  Decan,  he  made  an  in- 
curfion,    under    pretence   of    injuries,    into    the 
country   of  Baglana.     The    forts    fell   into    his 
hands,  and  the  chiefs  fubmitted  to  a  tribute  j   but 
the  flerility  and  poverty  of  thofe  'regions  did   nei- 
ther anfwer  the  expence  of  the  v/ar,  nor  that   of 
keeping  the  polTeflion  of  the  conquered   country. 
He  therefore  evacuated  the  places   which   he   had 
taken,  and  depended  for  the   tribute   on   the   fu- 
ture fears  of  the  enemy.     Having  brought  back 
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/"  D.  the  army  \\ithln  the  limits  of  the  empire,  Au- 
hS'  T-ungzebe,  who  was  jealous  of  the  influence  of 
•  «.4«.  Dara  with  the  emperor,  requefted  leave  of  ab- 
'^"'^  fence,  and  came  to  Lahore,  where  his  father  at 
the  time  refideJ. 
?uja  macie  The  prince  Suia,  who  hc'id  been  fent  with  an 
ot  Beng..l.  nrmy  to  Cabul,  when  a  war  with  Perfia  was 
apprehended,  had  for  fome  time  remained  in  that 
city.  His  vife  dying,  he  returned  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  June,  163S,  to  Lahore,  where  he  was 
married  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  to  the 
daughter  of  Azim,  Complaints  having  been  fent  to 
court  againft  Iflam,  governor  of  Bengal,  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  office  ;  and  Suja  was  ordered  to 
proceed,  with  a  commiflion,  into  that  kingdom, 
to  reflore  the  civil  regulations  which  had  been 
ruined  by  the  rapacity  of  Iflam.  Abdalla,  go- 
vernor of  Behar,  had  alfo  fallen  under  the  empe- 
ror's difpleafure  for  fome  oppreffions  which  he 
bad  exercifed  in  the  execution  of  juflice.  Shaw 
Jehan,  who  was  a  fevere  jufticiary,  would  not 
even  have  his  reprefentativcs  in  the  provinces  fuf- 
pefted  of  partiality  in  the  diflribution  of  the 
laws.  He  heard  the  complaints  of  the  poorefl 
fubjecls,  from  the  mofl  diUant  corners  of  the  em- 
pire, and  the  influence  of  the  firfl:  men  in  the 
ftate  was  not  fufficient  to  protetl  the  delinquents 
from  his  refentment.  He  was,  therefore,  beloved 
by  the  people,  and  reverenced  and  feared  by  the 
great.  An  Imperial  order  was  ifliied  to  Abdalla 
to  appear  in  the  prefence,  to  give  a  public  ac- 
count of  his  adminiflration ;  and  Shaifla,  the 
fon  of  the  vifier,  was  raifed  to  the  government 
of  Behar.  Abdalla  had  the  good  fortune  to  clear 
himfclf  of  the  afperfions  thrown  on  his  character 
bv  his  enemies  ;  and  he  was  fent,  with  a  confi- 
derable  force,  againfl  infi.rgents    in  the  province 
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of  Bundela,    and    fome   Rajas,  who,   from  their     a.  p. 
hills,  made  depredatory  incurfions  into  Behar.  '^.s'^- 

Abdalla  no  fooner  arrived  in  the   place  of  his      ,04!'. 
deftination   than  peace  was  reftored.     The   ban-  ^- — -. — ' 
ditti  who  infefied  the   country,    fled  precipitately  Excellent 
to  their  mountains,  and  difperfed  thetnfelves    to  g'^^^'^". 
their  leveral  homes,     borne   examples    or  jultice  theempe- 
upon  thofe  who  fell  Into  the  hands  of  the   Impe-'"^^* 
rialifls,  confirmed  the  tranquillity  which  now  wa.s 
general  over  all  the   empire.     The    attention   of 
the  emperor  to  the  improvement  of  his  dominions, 
his    impartial    execution    of   juflice,    his    exa6t 
but     not     oppreffive    mode    of     colleding    the 
revenues,    rendered    his   people   happy   and   his 
empire    flourirning.     A   lover   of   plcafure    him- 
felf,    though    not    fond    of    parade    and    fhew, 
his  haram   was     a    confiderable  market   for   the 
fmeft  manufactures ;     and    the    ample    provifion 
made   for   his   fons    and     nobles,    rendered  his 
capital  a  clufler  of    princely  courts,  where  mag- 
nificence and  elegant  luxury  prevailed  in  the  ex- 
treme.    He   divided   his  lime   between   the    hall 
of  audience    and    the   haram.      He   heard    com- 
plaints  with    patience  ;  he  decided  with  precifion 
and   equity ;     and   when  his   mind  was    fatigued, 
with  bufinefs,  he  dived   Into   the  elegant  and  fe- 
cret  apartments  ot  his   women ;   who,  being  the 
natives  of   different  countries,    prefcnted    to  his 
eyes  a  variety  of  charms. 

Suja,  to  whom  a  fon  was  born  foon   after  his  The  capi- 
arrival  in  Bengal,  narrowly  efcr.ped  with  his  Hf",  ^ii'de-^'" 
from  a  fire   vi'hich  broke  out  in  the  capital  of  the  |royed  by 
province.     Many    of  his  fervants,    and   fome    of  "'^'^* 
his  women,   were  deflroyed  in    the  flames  ;  and 
the  whole  city  was    burnt  down  to    the  p-round. 
Rajamahil   never    recovered    from    this    difaiter. 
The  waters  of  the  Ganges  joined    iffae  wi»h  the 
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;\.  n.     Haines  in  its   deflriidion.     The  ground  on  which 


.r^59-      it   flood   was  carried  away  by  the  river;  and  no- 
ro49.     thing  now  remains  of  its   former    magnificence, 
^"^i. — -^  except  fome  wells,  which,  as  the  earth  on  which 
they  were   funk   has   been  carried  away  by   the 
fi^ream,  appear    like  fpircs  in  the  channel  of  the 
..    river,  when,  its  v.aters  are   low. 
AliMur-        All  Murdan,  who,  for  the  delivery  of  Canda- 
molJd^'    bar  to  the  emperor,  had    been  gratified  with  the 
government  of   Cadimire,    returned  to   court    at 
Lahore  en  the  eighteenth  of  Oclober.     No  eom- 
pliijiits  againfl  his  adminiffration' having  been  pre- 
ferred in'  the  hall  of  audience,  he.  was  received 
with    diftindion  and    favour.     "  "fo    reward  hi rri 
?pr  the  equity  and  juflice   of  his  government,  he 
Svas   railed  to  the  government  of  Punjab ;   with 
a  power  of    holding    Cafhmire  by    deputy.     Ali 
Murdan  took  immediate  pofreflion  of  his  new  of- 
fice ;  and  the  emperor  fignified  to  his  fon  Aurung- 
zebe,  that-hisprefence  in  the  Decan  was  rtecelfary, 
to    fuperinti^nd    the  affairs   .of    his  government, 
which,  ill  the  hands   of  deputies,  might  fall  into 
^confufidn,"  from  the   diftancc   of    the  conquered 
provinces   from   the  feat   of  empire. 
Rmirt'of'  .  When' Aurtingzebe  fei;  out  for  the  Decan,  the 
l!^!/'?'  .   emperor,    reft^iving  upon    a  tour    to    Cafinnire, 
tneOtto-    moved  the   In^perr.il   camp   northward   from    l^a- 
man  em-  '^ore.      VVIiilll  he  amufed  himfelf  in  that  beautiful 
country,  Ivlahommed   Zcrif,  whom  he  bad  feme 
time  before  fent    ambairador'  to  Conftantihopic, 
returned    to  court.     Morad,    who  at    that-   tinie 
held  the  Otioman  fceptre,  had  received  Zerif  with 
.  every  mark  of  refpect  and  eflcem.     The  empires 
'having  no  political   bufinefs  to  fettle,  the  embaffy 
Was    chiefly   an    affair   of  compliment;     with    a 
requefl  to    permit   Zerif    to   purchafe    fom.e    fine 
liories   in  Ar.ihia.     Morad  not    only  granted   the 
'  required  favour,  but  even  gave  to  the  ambatTador 
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feveral  horfes  of  the  highefl:  blood,    with   furni-     a.  d. 
ture  of  folid  gold,  (tuddcd   with  precious   ftones,      ^^^°' 
as  a  prefent  to   Shaw  Jehan.     The    emperor  was      1049. 
highly  pleafed   with   the   reception   given    to    his  ^""^1 — -^ 
ambalTador  ;   and  he  was  charmed  with  the  beauty 
of  the  horfes.     On  the   feventeenth  of    February, 
164CS  he  fet  ouc  for  Lahore,    the  bufinefs  of  the 
empire  requiring  his  prefence  nearer  its  centre. 

When  he  was  upon  the  road,  a  prodigious  Calami- 
fall  of  rain  laid  the  whole  counrry  under  water,  ^o"^^^^'^'- 
No  dry  fpot  was  left  for  pitching  the  Imperial 
tent ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  fleep  for  feveral 
nights  in  a  boat.  His  army  were  in  the  mean 
time  in  the  utmoft  dilheis.  '^' heir  horfes  without 
provender;  and  they  themfe^ves  deftitute  of  provi- 
fions.  Four  thoufand  fan""ries  were  fwept  away 
and  drowned  by  the  river  Eeuat.  On  the  banks  of 
the  Chofhal  the  deflruclion  was  greater  (till.  Se- 
ven hundred  villages  were  carried  awav,  with 
their  inhabitants ;  and  every  day  brought  freOi 
accounts  of  difafters  from  other  parts  of  the 
country,  through  which  the  branches  of  the  In- 
dus flow.  When  the  waters  began  to  fubfide, 
the  emperor  hadened  his  march.  The  fcene 
.which  prcfented  itfelf  to  his  eyes  as  he  advanced, 
was  full  of  horror.  Boats  were  feen  flicking  in 
the  tops  of  trees  ;  the  fiih  were  gatping  on  dry 
lane,  the  bodies  of  men  and  animals  were  mixed 
with  the  wreck  of  villages,  and  mud  and  fand 
covered  the  whole  face  of  the  country.  He  was 
fo  much  aife6led  with  the  mifery  of  his  fabjefts, 
that  he  iiTued  an  edi'£t  for  the  remiffion  of  the 
taxes  for  a  vear,  to  the  countries  which  had  fuf- 
fered  by  that  dreadful  calamity.  He  alfo  made 
donations  from  the  public  treafury  to  many  of 
the  farmers,  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their 
families ;  and,  continuing  his  journey,  arrived, 
on  the  firft  of  April,  at  Lahore. 
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A.  D.         Durin?;  thefe  difaflers  on  the  banks  of    the  In- 
'^,'1®'      diis,  Bud  was  fuiprifed  by  the    Perfian  governor 
1050.      of  the  province  of  Seiftan.     Gulzar,  who  com- 
''— ^» — -^  manded  for  the  empire  in  Candahar,  detached  a 
Biifl  fur-     part  of  the  garrifon  under   his  lieutenant   Leitif 
maktn!"'^  Chan,  to  retake  the  place.     He  fumnioned   Bufl: 
upon  his  arrival,  but  the  Perfians  refafed  to  fur- 
render.     He  began  his  approaches  ;  and,  after  a 
fmart  fiege,  in  which  his  vigilance,  activity,  and 
courage  did  him  great  honour,    he   took  Buft. 
The  garrifon   were   made  prifoners ;  and    Leitif, 
purfuing  the  advantage  which  he  had   obtained, 
made  incurfions  into  Seiftan,  and  carried  off  great 
booty,    with    which    he    returned   to    Candahar. 
1  he  debility  of  the  councils  of  Perfia  fuffered  this 
affront  to  pafs  without  revenge. 
An  am-  In  the  fummcr  of  the  year  1640,  Arfelan  Aga, 

baflTadcr      ^j^^  j^^^  accomuanied  Zerif  from  Conffantinople, 

Trom  Con-  ^    .  \  ^  r  ^5 

finitino-     as  ambauador   from  Morad,  had  his  audience  of 
^''^"  leave  of  the  emperor.      He  was   prefemed  with 

twelve  thoufand  pounds  for  the  expences  of  his 
journey  home  ;  and  he  was  charged  w^ith  mag- 
nificent prefents  for  his  niafter.  News  at  the 
fame  time  arrived  at  court,  that  the  opprefllons 
committed  by  Azim,  governor  of  Guzerat,  had 
occafioned  an  infuritction  ;  at  the  head  of  which, 
the  two  chiefs,  jami  and  Bahara,  appeared.  Azim, 
poffeffed  of  an  irnmenfe  revenue,  foon  railed  a  force, 
which,  in  the  end,  reduced  the  infurgents  ;  but  all 
the  monev,  which  ou^ht  to  have  been  remitted  to 
the  treafury,  was  expended  in  the  war.  The  empe- 
ror was  enraged  at  his  condu6l.  Pie  deprived  him 
of  his  government  ;  and  ordered  him  to  repair 
to  court,  to  give  an  account  of  his  adminidrati- 
on.  His  friends  interceded  in  his  behalf.  The 
emperor  was  inflexible  ;  till  a  fair  coufin  of  Azim, 
who  was  retained  in  the  Imperial  haram,  threw 
herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  not  only  obtained  the  par- 
don of  the  governor,  but  even  his  reinftatemcnt 
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in  his    former    office.     After    he    had   palTed    his     a.  d. 
word  in  favour  of  Azim  to    this  weeping  beauty,      ||4'. 
he  commanded  her  never  more  to    appear  in   his      ,057. 
prefence  :  "  For,"  faid  he,  "  I  will  not  have  my  "^-^.^ — ^ 
juftice  perverted  by  my  weaknefs." 

Morad,  the  fourth   fon  of  the   emperor,    was  The  prince 
now  in   the  feventeenth    year   of  his  age.     Like  '^]^-^^_ 
his  brothers  he  was  high-fpirited    and  a  lover  of  gui(he?_ 
war.     An  opportunity  offered    which   fuited    his        ^  ^' 
difpofition.     Jagenat  Singh,  a  prince  on  the  con- 
lines  of  Marwar,  who  was  a  fubjecl  of  the  empire, 
revolted,  and  ilTuing  from  his    native  mountains, 
fpread    devaftation    through     the    neighbouring 
plains.     The  active  fpirit  of    Morad  flew   before 
him.     He  outflripped  the  news  of  his  coming  by 
<l:  his  expedition  ;  furprifed,  defeated,  and  purfued 
the  prince  to  his  fort   of  Tara  Cudda,  in  which, 
after  a  fmart  fiege,  he  was  taken;  but  pardoned, 
upon  conditions.     The  emperor  was  pleafed  with 
the  vigour  which  he  difcovered  in  the  foul  of  Mo- 
rid  ;  and  he  received  him  upon    his  return  with 
great  diftindtion  and  affeclion. 

The  death  of  the  vifier  Afiph  Jah,  in  the  fe-  n°2tri  nf 
venty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  was  the  molt  re- 
markable event  of  the  fucceeding  year.  His 
daughter  Moina  Banu,  the  filler  of  the  favourite 
Sultana,  and  wife  of  Seif  Chan,  the  high-fteward 
of  the  houfehold,  died  a  (hort  time  before  her 
father:  and  his  grief  for  her,  as  he  was  worn-out 
with  bufinefs,  infirmities,  and  age,  feems  to  have 
haflened  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  November.  He  was  born  in  Tartarv,  manv 
years  before  his  father  Aiafs  quitted  that  country 
to  pulh  his  fortune  in  Hindoftan  ;  and  he  did  not 
leave  the  place  of  his  nativity,  till  the  affairs  of 
his  father  aflumed  a  very  favourable  afpecl  in  the 
court  of  the  emperor  Akbar.  The  merit  of  Aiafs 
raifed  himfelf  to  the  fir  ft  olHces  of  the  ftate ;  and 
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A.  D.     tiis  Ton  was  not  of  a  dlfpofition  to  relinquiili  the 
'^4'-     advantages  which  his  family  had   gained.     Habi- 
lo/i*.      tuated  to  bufmefs    under  his  father,  he  fucceeded 
^-'^,-^^  him  in  the  ofTice  of  vifier,  and    managed  the  af- 
fairs of  the  empire  with  great  addrefs  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  reign    of  Jehangire.     The 
aclive  part  which  he  took  to  fecure  the  empire  for 
Shaw  Jehan,  met  with  every  return   of  gratitude 
from  that  prince  ;   who,  foon  after   his    accelTion, 
raifed  him  to  an  office  fuperior  in   dignity  to  that 
of  vifier,  called   Vakiel   Mutuluck,    or    abfolute 
rninifter  of  the  empire.     The  emperor,  who  had 
the  fincereft  affedion  for   his  daughter,  the   mo- 
ther   of    (o    many  })rinces  and  princefles,  diftin- 
gulfhed  Afiph  in  his  convcrfation  with  the  title  of 
Father.     Ke  dignified  that   miniller  at  the  fame 
time  with  many  pompous  titles.     In  public  deeds 
he  was  Ityled,  The   Strength  of    the  Realm,  the 
Prore6\or  of  the    Empire,  the  Powerful    Prince, 
the  Lord  of  Lords,  the  revered  Father  of  Wif- 
dom,  the  Leader   of  Armies,  in    rank  great   as 
As T PIT,  and  a  Lion  in  War. 
He  ipavfs       Though  three  fons  and  five  daughters  furvived 
ro^pr"nc"e"^  the  vificr,    he  adopted  liis    grandfon  Dara,   the 
Dara.        Imperial  prince,  and  conflituted    him  heir  to  all 
his  fortune.      He  excufed    himfelf   to  his    fons, 
by  faying,  that  he  had  already  raifed  them  to  high 
ranks  and  employments  in    the  ftate  ;  and    that, 
if  they  conduced    themfelves  with  prudence  and 
wifdom,  the  favour  of   the    emperor    would   be 
to  them  an   ample  fortune.     "  But,  fliould  Folly 
be  the  ruler  of  your  condudl,*'  continued    Afiph, 
"  you  do  not  deferve  to    poffefs  the  wealth  which 
I   have  acquired  by    my   fei vices."     There   was 
prudence  in  the  condudl  of  Afiph  upon  this  occa- 
iion.      The  emperor  loved  money  ;   and  he  might 
have  availed  himfelf  of  the  law,  which  conllitutes 
the  piince  the  heir  of  all  his  officers  j  and  a  dil'- 

pute 


S  H  A  W     J  E  H  A  N.  183 

pute  of  that  kind  might   prove  fatal  to  the   influ-     A.  D. 
ence  and  interell  of  the  family  of  the  vificr.    He,      ',^^'- 
however,  divided,  before  his   death,  three    hun-      1051. 
dred    and    feventy-five    thoufand   pounds   among  ^•'--~~<-^*-^ 
his  children  and  fervants.     Dara,  in  terms  of  his 
will,  took  poilefiion  of  the  bulk  of    his    fortune, 
which  in  coin,  in  jewels,  in  plate,  elephants,  and 
horfes,    amounted  to   near  four  millions  fterling, 
exclufive  of  his  eftates  in  land,  which,  according 
to  the  tenures  in  India,  reverted  to  the  crown. 

Though  the  abilities  of  Afiph  Jah  were  little  Hi=  cha- 
known  under  the  wife  and  able  adminiftrafion  of  ""^  '^' 
his  father,  thev  broke  forth  with  luflre  when  he 
himfelf  came  into  the  firft  office  in  the  ftate.  He 
was  a  great  orator,  a  fine  writer,  an  able  politician. 
In  his  private  character,  he  was  mild,  aftable, 
humane,  generous ;  in  his  public,  fevere,  referved, 
inflexible,  exaft.  He  never  excufed  negligence  ; 
he  punifiied  difobedience.  His  orders,  therefore, 
were  no  fooner  iflued  than  they  were  executed  ; 
his  very  nod  w-as  refpecled,  underflood,  and  obey- 
ed. He  was  pofl'efled  of  political  as  well  as  per- 
fonal  courage  ;  as  little  afraid  of  the  unjuft  re- 
proaches of  his  friends,  as  he  was  of  the  wea- 
pons of  his  enemies ;  and  he  was  often  heard  to 
fay,  "  That  he  v.'ho  fears  death  is  unworthy  of 
life."  He  was  uniform  in  his  condudl,  impartial 
and  dignified  in  his  actions,  confiilent  with  him- 
felf. He  courted  not  popularity  by  his  meafures  : 
juftice,  propriety,  and  the  ultimate  good  of  the 
ftate,  and  not  the  applaufe  of  the  vulgar,  were 
his  objetts  in  all  his  decifions.  He  was  fit  for  the 
field,  as  well  as  adapted  for  the  cabinet ;  and  had 
he  not  gained  renown  with  the  pen,  he  would 
have  commanded  it  with  the  fword.  In  his  youth, 
he  was  addicl:ed  to  poetry.  He  wrote  upon  he- 
roic fubjects  ;  and  the  fire  of  his  genius  was  fuch, 
ihat  the  very  found  of  his  verfe  animates  the  foul 
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A.  D.  to  war.  The  glory  and  happinefs  of  India  dur- 
'^M-  ing  his  long  adminiftratiou  were  great ;  and 
1051'.     when   war  raged  on    the    frontiers,    the   interior 

''•'-.'•^i-^^  provinces  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace.  The 
field  in  which  he  moved  was  extenfive,  but  his 
eye  comprehended  the  M-hole.  An  eaftern  wri- 
ter continues  the  metaphor,  and  fays,  "  That 
he  rendered  that  field  fiouridiing  and  fruitful. 
He  pafTed  through  it  with  reputation  and  luflre, 
and  when  he  funk  into  the  grave,  a  cloud  of 
forrow  obfcured  the  face   of  the  empire.'* 

His  fons.  The  original  name  of  the  eldefl  fon  of  Afiph  was 
Mirza  Morad.  He  was  dignified  afterwards  with 
the  title  of  Shaifla  Chan  ;  and  he  was  governor  of 
Behar  at  the  death  of  his  father.  He  poflefled 
not  the  abilities  of  his  family  ;  being  of  an  infirm 
and  fickly  conilitution,  with  a  delicate,  rather 
than  a  vigorous  and  adive  mind.  Tvlirza  Mifti, 
the  fecond  fon  of  Afiph,  was  a  youth  of  great 
hopes  ;  vigorous,  active,  and  full  of  fire.  He 
loft  his  life  in  a  drunken  frolic  ;  for  being  one 
day  at  the  river  Behat in  Caflmiire,  v.hen  it  foam- 
ed over  its  banks,  he  fpurred  his  horfe  into  the 
ftream,  by  way  of  bravado,  and,  for  his  temeri- 
ty, was  drowned.  JViiiza  Hufiein,  the  third  fon 
of  the  vifier,  was  a  man  of  moderate  abilities  ; 
and  his  fourth  fon,  who  had  been  dignified  with 
the  title  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  was  a  nobleman  of 
great  reputation  and  high  diftinction  in  the  em- 
pire. 

jufticeof       The  emperor,  jealous  of  the  influence   which 

the  empe-  ^^^  governors  of  the,j3rovinres  might  acquire  by  a 
long  contir-uance  in  their  offices,  made  a  practice 
of  removing  them  every  third  year.  When  the 
news  of  any  oppreiTion  committed  by  them  ar- 
rived at  court,  they  were  inflantly  fuperfeded  ; 
and,  upon  examination,  if  found  guilty,  divefied 
of  all  their  honours,  and  confined.     The  punifh- 

ment 
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ment  of  death  feemed  to  have  been  laid  afide  from  a.  d. 
the  commencement  of  this-reigrn,  Tirbiet  Chan  ''?7^- 
was,  this  year,  ordered  back  from  the  govern-  1052. 
ment  of  Cabul,  for  his  feverity  in  exa<5tmg  the  "w^,--*-/ 
revenue  from  the  poor.  I'he  emperor  him&lf 
had  been  a  witnefs  of  the  miferable  condition  to 
which  the  people  of  that  province  were  reduced, 
by  the  floods  in  the  rivers  Cbon:!al  and  Behat  j 
and  they  had  not  yet  recovered  from  that  griev- 
ous calamity.  They  were  unable  to  pay  their 
rents  ;  and  Tirbiet  fubmitted  them  to  the  rigours 
of  military  execution.  He  was  diveded  of  his 
honours  as  well  as  of  his  government ;  and  the 
emperor  iifued  money  from  the  treafury  to  relieve 
thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants,  whom  the  ex- 
actions of  Tirbiet  had  reduced  to  want:  *'  Re- 
member," faid  the  emperor  to  his  nobles,  "  that 
when  you  are  too  fevere  on  my  people,  you  only 
injure  me;  for  it  is  butjufl  I  fhould  pay  for  loifes 
occafioned  by  my  wrong  choice  of  officers,  to 
govern  the  provinces  of  my  empire."  Ali  Mur- 
dan  was  appointed  to  the  government  of  Cabul, 
in  the  room  of  Tirbiet.  He  was  fucceeded  in 
that  of  CaPnmire,  by  ZifFer.  Complaints  had 
been  received  againft  the  prince  Aurungzebe 
from  the  Decan.  His  father  ordered  him  to  the 
prjfence,  to  anfwer  to  the  charge  ;  which  he  did 
to  fatisfaftion,  and  was  forthwith  reinftated  in 
his  government. 

The  cruelty  of  Shaw  Seh  of  Perfia  had  crowd- Perfiin  in- 
ed  hitherto  his  reij^n  with  tumult  and  misfortune.  J,^""" 

o        _      _  ^  tnreaten- 

The  empire  fufFered  in  its  confequence  with  fo-  ed. 
reign  powers,  during  years  which  Sefi  didin- 
guifhed  only  with  the  blood  of  his  fubjecls.  His 
intentions  againft  AliPvIurdan  loft  him  the  fcrong 
fortrefs  of  Candahar,  and  he  took  no  meafures 
to  revenge  the  infults  which  he  received  on  his 
frontiers,   after    that  place  had    fallen   into   the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  Moguls.     The  tumults  of  the  Per- 
fians  were  at  length  quelled   in  rheir  blood  ;   and 
Scfi,  having  deftroyed  his  domcftic  enemies,  turn- 
ed  his   attention    to    his    foreign  iocs.     Having 
colle«5led  a  great  army,    he    took    the  field,  and 
moved  toward  (  andahar  with  a  profeffcd  defign 
to  retake  that  city. 
Prevented       The  ncws  of  the  motions  of  the  Perfians  was 
aLth^of    brought  by   exprefs   to  the  court  of  Agra.     The 
Shaw  Sefi.  emperor  was   alarmed.     He  gave  a  commifTion  to 
the  Imperial  prince  Dara,  to  command    an  army 
of  tifty  thoufand    men.     The   troops   were    foon 
ready,  and  the  prince  took   the   route  of    Cabul. 
■"ITiirty  thoufand   men,  Rationed  on  the  frontiers, 
flocked  alfo   to  the   llandard   of  Dara,    upon  his 
arrival  at   Cabul.     Morad,  the  emperor's  fourth 
fon,  was  pofled  with   twenty  thoufand  men  be- 
hind  the  Nilnb,  with  orders  to  reinforce,  in  cafe 
of  a  requifition  for  that  purpofe,  the  army  of  Dara. 
But  thefe  formidable  preparations  were,   in  the 
event,    unnecelTary.     Sefi,  to  the   great  joy  of  his 
fubjefts,  fell  fick  and  died.     '1  he  war,  which  was 
begun  by  him  was  dropt,  with  his  other  meafures, 
by   his  fuccefTor.     The   Perfians    retreated  ;  and 
Dara  and  Morad  returned  to  their  father,  who  ffill 
kept  his  court  at   Lahore.      Morad,  foon  after  his 
return  to  the  prefence,  married  a  daughter  of  Shaw 
Nawaz,  the  fon  of  the  late  vifier  Afiph. 
Affairs  at       The  emperor,  who   took  pleafure  in   managing 
^°^'^'        in  perfon  the  afl'airs  of   his  empire,    created   no 
vifier  upon  the  death  of  Afiph.     That  lord's  de- 
puty in  office,  without  any  rank  or  title,  manag- 
ed the  bufinefs  of  the  department,  and  by  a  fpe- 
cial  commifllon,   counterfigncd  all   public  edids. 
Aliverdi,  governor   of  Punjab,    who     refided    at 
Lahore,  which  had  formerly  been  the  capital  of 
his    government,  had   the   imprudence  to    fpeak 
fontemptuoufly  of  this  mode  of   tranfading  the 

public 
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public  bufinefs.  He  faid,  That  the  emperor,  from  a.  d. 
extreme  avarice,  endeavouring  to  fave  to  himfelf  l^'^-- 
the  ufual  appomtments  beftowed  on  vifiers,  had  1052. 
thrown  difgrace  upon  his  own  adminiftration.  He  ^^-^4^ — ' 
made  no  lecret  of  his  farcafms ;  and  they  were 
carried  to  Shaw  Jehan.  He  fent  for  Aiiverdi, 
and  faid  to  that  lord  :  "  You  do  not  like,  1  am 
told,  my  mode  of  governing  my  fubjects ;  and 
therefore  Aiiverdi  fhall  not  affift  in  an  admini- 
ftration  which  he  does  not  love."  He  was  Imme- 
diately diveited  of  his  government  and  honours, 
and  difmilTed  with  ignominy  from  the  prefence. 
The  prince  Morad  was  raifed  to  the  vacant  go- 
vernment ;  and,  having  received  magnificent 
prefents  from  the  emperor,  fet  out  for  Moultan. 
The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  affifled  at  a 
grand  feftival,  which  he  gave  to  his  court,  upon 
opening  the  new  gardens  of  Shalimar,  which  had 
been  begun  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign. 
The  gardens  were  laid  out  with  admirable  tafte ; 
and  the  money  expended  upon  them  amounted 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  one  million  -Veiling. 
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CHAP.     IV. 


Rtfle^icns — Emperor  arrives  at  Agra — Jncidenis 
at  court — Incur/ions  of  the  UJhccs — Aurungzebe 
re??ioved  from  the  Decan — Saduila  Chan  made 
q^ificr — Buduchfhdn  invaded  by  the  Moguls — 
Death  and  character  of  Noor  Jehdn — Balick 
reduced — Prince  Mordd  difgraced — Aurungzebe 
defeats  the  UJhccs — Who  fubniit  to  the  empire — 
Emperor  jealous  of  his  fans — Arrival  at  Delhi — 
Ferfians  take  Candahur — Aurungzebe  bcfieges 
it  in  vain — Dejeais  the  Perfians — Ufhecs  of  Ba- 
lick  claim  the  Emperor's  aid — Candahdr  again  be^ 
fieged  to  no  puriofe — Emperor  returns  to  Agra — 
Promotions. 

JN  abfoliite  governments,  the  Defpot  is  every 
thing,  and  the  people  nothing.  "  He  is  the  only 
objed:  of  attention ;  and  when  he  fits  in  the 
midfl:  of  tranquillity,  the  page  of  the  hiflorian 
janguifhcs  in  the  detail  of  unimportant  events. 
His  hall  of  audience  is  a  court  of  fummary  juflice. 
His  decifions  are  rapid  ;  and  they  are  generally 
impartial,  as  his  fituation  has  placed  him  beyond 
the  limits  of  fear  and  of  favour.  But  there  is  a 
famencfs  which  never  pleafes,  in  the  tranfaclions 
of  a  government  whofe  operations   run  through 

one 
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one  unchangeable  channel ;  and  it  is  for  this  rea.-     a.  d. 
fon  only  we  pal's   lightly  over  the  more  peaceable     ''^42. 
years  of  the  reign  of  Shaw  Jehan.     In  thel'e    he      ,oj^". 
a(fled  in  the   character  of  a  judge,  a  mere  deter- "■-'-,-^*-/ 
minator,  if  the  word  may  be  ufed,  of  differences 
between  individuals ;    and  it  mult    be  confeffed, 
that   he  had  abilities  to  lee,  and  integrity  to  do 
what  was  right. 

Lahore,  during  the  former  reign,    had   been  Emperor 
confidered  as  the  capital   of  the  empire,  and    the  ''l^'^^''  ^^ 
mod  fettled  refidence  of  the  prince.      Jehangire, 
whofe    lungs  were    weak,  wilhed    to  breathe   in 
the    free    air  of  the    north  ;    and   the  improve- 
ments which  he  made  in  the  palace  and    gardens, 
had  rendered    Lahore   the   mofl   convenient   and 
beautiful,  if  not  the  mofl:  magnificent  of  the  Im- 
perial reiidences.     Shaw  Jehan,  however,   whofe 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  empire  was   always 
uppermoft  in  his  mind,  thought  Lahore  too  diftant 
from  the  fouthern  provinces  ;  which,  on  account 
of  their  wealth,  were  the  moll  important  divifion 
of  his  dominions.       He    therefore    relblved,    as 
there  was  a  profpecl  of  permanent  tranquillity  on 
the   northern  frontier,    to    remove   his  court   to 
Agra,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month   of  Novem- 
ber.    The  cavalcade  which  attended  his  progrefs, 
V.  13  magnificent  and  nnmerous  beyond  defcription. 
The  armies  returned  from  the  north  were  in   his 
train  ;    and   half    the   citizens   of  Lahore,  who, 
from  his  long    refidence  in  that  place,  were  be- 
come in  a   manner   his   domeilics,  accompanied 
him  on  his  march.     He  pitched  his  tents  in    the 
gardens  of  his  favourite  wife,  Mumtaza  Zemani. 
The  tomb  of  that  princefs  v.'as  nov/  hnifhed  at  a 
great  expence  ;  and  he  endowed  with  lands  a  mo- 
naftery  of  Fakiers,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to    take 
care  of  the  tomb,  and  to  keep  up  the   perpetual 
lamps  over  her  (brine. 

Nothing 
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A.  n.  Nothing  material  happened  during  nine  months 
|^^5-  after  the  emperor's  arrival  at  Agra,  'i  he  public 
10,-3'      bufinefs,  which  had  been    neglected   through  the 

''""^i      ^  alarm  of  the  Perfian  war,  took  up  a  part  of    his 

the^pubiic°  ^^"^^  >  ^^^    plcafure  appropriated  to  itfelf  the  relt. 

bufinefs.  Several  beautiful  acquifitions  had  been  made  in 
the  haram  ;  and  the  emperor's  attention  to  the 
execution  of  juftice  vvas  interrupted  by  his  love 
for  women.  A  fon  vvas  in  the  mean  time  born 
to  Dara,  the  Imperial  prince.  Shaw  Jehan,  who 
loved  his  fon,  gave  a  magnificent  fedival  upon  the 
occafion.  His  pofierity  began  to  multiply  apace. 
A  fon  was  born  to  Aurungzebe,  whom  he  named 
Mahommed  Mauzim  ;  and  Morad  had  this  year 
a  daughter,  whom  he  called  Zebe-ul-Njfla,  or,  The 
Ornament  of  Women.  The  emperor,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  made  an  excurfion  to  Ajmere  ; 
and  after  he  returned  to  Agra,  Uara  was  feized 
with  a  violent  fever,  which  endangered  his  life. 

An  acci-  The  emperor's  alarm  for  Dara  was  fcarce  fub- 
fided,  when  a  dreadful  accident  happened  to  his 
eldefl:  daughter,  whom  he  loved  above  all  his 
children.  Returning  one  night  from  viliting  her 
father  to  her  own  apartments  in  the  haram,  fhe 
unfortunately  bruflied  with  her  clothes  one  of  the 
Jamps  which  flood  in  the  palfage.  Her  clothes 
caught  fire;  and,  as  her  modelly,  being  within 
hearing  of  men,  would  not  permit  her  to  call  for 
afliftance,  ftie  vas  fcorched  in  a  terrible  manner. 
She  rufncd  into  the  haram  in  flames  ;  and  there 
■were  no  hopes  of  her  life.  The  emperor  was 
much  afflic"ted.  He  gave  no  audience  for  feveral 
days.  He  dii'trihuted  alms  to  the  poor  ;  he  opened 
the  doors  of  prifons  ;  and  he,  for  once,  became 
devout,  to  bribe  Heaven  for  the  recovery  of  his 
favourite  child.  He,  however,  did  not  in  the 
mean  lime  ncgleft  the  common  means.  Anit- 
Aiia,  the   mofi  famous  phyfician  of  the  age,  was 

broueht 


dent. 
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brought  exprefs  from  Lahore  ;  and  the  Suhana,     a.  d. 
though  by  flow  degrees,  was  reftored  to  heahh.  '^45- 

The  princefs  had  Icarce  recovered,    when    the      ,05*3'. 
emperor  himfelf  efcaped  from   imminent  danger,  ^.-^-r^-^ 
The  brother  of  the  Maiaja,whofe  name  was  Amar  RafVinef? 
Sincrh,  having    rebelled   againll    the   decifion    of'%'^,^^^'^ 
Shaw  Jehan  in  favour  or   his  rather  s  will,   was  Smjih. 
defeated  by  a  detachment  of  the  Imperial    army, 
and  fent  prifoner  to  court.     When  he  was  brought 
into  the  enperor's  prefence,  he  was  forced,  by  the 
lords  in  waiting,  to  make  the    ufual    fubmiflions, 
and  the  emperor  pronounced  his  pardon  from  the 
throne  ;  defjring  him  at  the  fame  time  to  take  his 
place  among  the  lords,   i;i  the   rank  which    had 
been  conferred  upon  him  on  a  former  occanon. 
He  accordingly  took  his  place  ;  but  being  a  young 
man  of  a  proud  and  ungovernable  fpirit,  he  burnt 
■with  rage  at  the  late  indignity,  as  well  as  at  the  pad 
injury,  done  him  by  the  emperor,  in  preferring  to 
him  his  youno^er  brother.     He  drew  his   dagger 
in  fecret ;  and  ruihed  furioufiy  toward  the  throne. 
Sillabut  Chan,  the  paymafter-general  of  the  forces, 
threw  himfelf  before   Amar,    who    plunged   his 
dao^cer  in  his  body,  and  ftretched  him  dead  at  his 
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feet.  Chilulla,  Seid  SalBr,  and  feveral  other 
lords  drew  immediately  their  fwords,  and  flew  the 
Hindoo  prince  on  the  fpot.  The  emperor,  who 
had  defcended  from  his  throne  with  his  fword  in 
his  hand,  ordered  the  body  to  be  dragged  out  of 
the  hall  of  audience.  A  number  of  his  followers, 
feeino-  their  mafler  dead,  fell  upon  the  j^uards, 
and  foug;ht  till  they  were  cut  off  to  a  man. 

'1  he  Ufbecs,  who  had  for  a  long  time  remain-  incurfions 
ed  quiet,  made  an  incurfion  this  year  into  the  tt^r-^^.^._ 
ritories  of  the  empire.  They  were  led  by  Kuli 
the  general  of  Alahommed,  king  of  the  Well- 
ern  UflDecs.  Ali  Murdan,  governor  of  Cabul, 
marched  out  and  defeated  the  invaders.  He  fol- 
lowed 
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A.  D.     lowed  his  vlclory,  and  driving   the  fugitives   be- 
nv'      yond    the    limits    of  the    empire,    ravaged    their 
1C5]'.      country    as   far   as   Balick,  and   returned  with  a 
""^"^t — '  confiderable  booty.     The  news  of  the  vidlorv  ar- 
rived  at  Agra,  on  the   day   that   another  fon  was 
born  to  Dara  the  Imperial  prince.     The  emperor 
expreifed  his  fatisfadion  on  this   double   occafion 
of  joy,  by    refloring    Abdalla,    his    own    former 
friend,  to    the  dignities   of  which   he   had   been 
deprived,  on  account  of  his   mifmanagements   in 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Behar.     Ab- 
dalla,   however,   did    not    long   enjoy    the   good 
'^'change  in  his  fortune.     He  died  in   the   eightieth 
year  of  his  age,  having  been   fixty   years  a  noble 
of  the  empire.     A^t  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
poiiefied  of  the  dignity  of  fix  thoufand  horfe.     He 
had  palfed  through  all  the  various  viciflitudes  of 
fortune.     He  was  engaged  in  every  war,   and  was 
unruccer>'ful  in  all ;  yet  he  was  efleerncd   an   able 
and  aclive  general. 
Aiinmg.         Dara,  by  his  conflant  refidence  with  his  father, 
2ebe  re-     j    j  raincd  an  afcendency   over  his   mind.     The 
from  the     prince  was   free,  generous   and   manly  ;   pleafing 
liecdn.      -j^   converfation,  affable,  polite  and   mild.     The 
cniDeror  loved  him  as  a  friend,  as  well  as  a  fon : 
he  liflened  to  his  advice  and  ftudied  to  pleafe  him. 
He  rcprefented  to  his  father,  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  the  repofe  of   the  empire  to  leave   fo   long 
the  management  of  the  Dccan   in   the   hands   of 
Aurungzcbe.     "   I    trurt,"    fays    he,     "  to    my 
brother's  honour ;  but  why  fliould   the   happinels 
of  the  emperor  depend  upon  the   honour   of  any 
man  ?    Aurungzcbe    poftelfcs    abilities ;    and    his 
manner,  and    perhaps    his    integrity,  has   gained 
liim    niany    friends.     They,    in    their   ambition, 
mav  perfuade  him  to  things  which,  without  their 
advice,    he    would    abhor.     The   army   he   com- 
mands are,  by  habit,  accuftoraed  to  perform  his 

pleafure. 
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pleafure,  and  are  attached  to  his  perfon.     What     A  D. 
if  they  fhould  prefer  the  fpoils  of  the  empire,  to      \^t^* 
their  watchful  campaigns   on   our  frontiers  ?  Are      1055* 
the  troops,  debauched  by   the   loofe   manners   of  """^i    -^ 
the  capital,  fit  to  cope  with  men  inured  to  arms  ? 
To  forefee  danger  is  to   no   purpofe,'*  continued 
Dara,    "  unlefs  it   is  prevented.     It  is   my   part 
to    advife    my    father  and  fovereign ;  his   to   do 
what  he  pleafes  :  but  to  remove  Aurungzebe  from 
the  government  of  the  Decan,  is  to  remove  temp- 
tation from  that  prince.     If  he  is  that  devout  man 
he  pretends   to   be,  he  will    thank    Heaven    for 
being    deprived    of  the    means    of  committing 
crimes." 


The   emperor   was   fenfible   of  the  juflice   of  Reflec- 

-  -  *^Ion.-:oft 

;mperor. 


Dara's  observations;  and  he   complied   with   his  g^*^"'"^^ 


requeft.  He  was  naturally  fond  of  his  children : 
he  liked  their  fpirit,  and  loved  their  afpiring  ge- 
nius. He  was,  however,  too  prudent  not  to 
forefee  the  didurbances  which  were  likely  to  rife 
from  even  their  good  qualities.  His  afFedlion, 
when  they  were  young,  prevented  him  from  fol- 
lowing the  policy  of  other  Defpots,  by  (hutting 
up  every  accefs  of  knowledge  from  their  minds : 
and  to  keep  them  at  court  after  they  had  com- 
manded armies  and  provinces,  would  be  a  perpe- 
tual fource  of  animofity  between  them,  and  of 
uneafmefs  to  himfelf.  He  was  heard  often  to 
fay,  "  I  have  the  fons  I  wifli ;  yet  I  wifh  I  had 
no  fons."  But  hitherto  he  had  no  jufi:  reafon  to 
complain :  they  kept  on  apparent  good  terms 
with  one  another,  and  they  implicitly  obeyed  his 
commands. 

Orders  were  fent  to  Aurungzebe  to  remove  to  Anmrg'- 
Ahmedabad,    the  capital   of  Guzerat,  where   he  f.^to'cult 
fhould  find  a  commiffion  to  govern  that  province,  rat. 
The  prince  obeyed  ;  and  Chan  Dowran,  who  had 
lately  been  governor  of  Caflimire,  was  advanced 

to 
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A  D.     to  the  fuperintendency  of  the  conquered  provinces, 
»645-     and  to  the  command  of  the   troops   ftationed   ort 
icfs-     the   fouthern  frontiers  of  the   empire.     Dowran 
^— ^r^*-^  did  not  live  to  enjoy  his  high  office,  being  alTaf- 
linated  by   one  of  his   domeftics,  whom   he  had 
punirtied  for  fome  crime.     Sixty  lacks  of  roupces, 
or  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
of  our  money,  were  found  in  coin  and  jewels  in 
his  tent.     The  emperor  was  his   heir,  as   be  had 
amaiTed  his  fortune  in  his  fervice.     He   had  been 
governor  of  feveral  provinces ;  and   he   poflefled 
the  rank  of  feven  thoufand   horfe  in   the  empire. 
When  the  news  of  his  death  came  to  court,  Iflani 
Chan  was  appointed  his  fucceflbr ;  and   that   lord 
fet  out  for  his  government,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gu(l  of  the  year  1645. 
SaduTia  Thc   cmperoT,   it  has  been  already  obfeived, 

rn-jdc  VI-    ^Y^^  j^^j.  p.ppQJjjf  j^ny  fucceflor  to  Afiph  Jah  in  the 

high  office  of  vifier.     Sadulla,  the  chief  fecretary 
of  Afiph,  who  was  acquainted   with   the   bufinefs 
of  the  empire,  tranfactcd  the  duties   of  the   office 
without  the  name.     lie  was  a   man  of  abilities. 
His  experience  in  his   department  recommended 
him  firll  to  the  emperor  ;   and  when   he   came  to 
know  him  better,  he  elleemed  him   for  his  inte- 
grity.    He  was  fent  for  one  day  to  the  prefence ; 
and  the  emperor,  without  previoufiy  acquainting 
him  of  his  defign,  delivered  to   him   the  feals  of 
the  empire ;  and  at  the  fame  time  prefented  him 
with  a  patent,  for  the  dignity  of  five  thoufand 
horfe. 
AU  M..1-        AVhilfl    thtffc    things    are   tranfacled   at   court, 
dnii-      ^li  Miirdan,  governor   of  Cabul,  continued   his 
ducrflia'n."  incurfions  into  the  dominions  of  the  Ulbecs.     He 
took   the  lort   of  Shermud   in   Buduchflian,  and 
lome    other    Rrong    towns.       When    the    winter 
ranie    on,   he   reireated    into    his   province;  and 
took  that  o)  portunity  of  paying  his  refpcds  to  the 
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emperor,  who,  upon  his   return   from   a   tour  to     A.D. 
Calhinire,  had  ftopt  at  Lahor'e.     bhaw  Jehan  ap-      \^^l' 
proved  of  liis    incurGons,  and   recornmended   to      1055. 
him  to  continue  the  war.      Ali  returned  to  Cabul,  ^"-^r"^ 
and  led  bis  army  to  the  north   in   the   beginning 
of  the  fpving.     He  took  the  direct  road  to  Balick  ; 
but  the  enemy,  turning  his  rear,  cut  off  both  his 
fnpplies  and  his  communication   with  Hindoftan. 
They,  at    the  fame    ti.ne,  h\id    walle  their   own 
country,  by  carrying  off  or  deftroying  the   grain 
and  cattle.     Ali   thouc;ht   it  prudent   to  retreat ; 
but  the  Ufoecs  had  retaken  the  forts   which   had, 
when  he   advanced,  fallen  into   his   hands.     He, 
a  fecond  time  laid  fiege  to  Shermud ;  and,  hav- 
ing   forced   it   to   furrender,  he   eilabliihed   polls 
along  the  (kirts  of  Buduchfhan,  and  then  returned 
to    Cabul.      An    ambalTador,    charged   with    rich 
prcf^nts,  was  difpatched  this  year  to  the  court  of 
Perfia,  to  congratulate   Shaw   Abas   the  Second, 
upon  his  acceflion  to  the  throne. 

The  emperor  had  not  been  returned  to  Lahore  D^atii  and 
many  days,  before  the  famous  Noor- Jehan,  the  of  Noor- 
favourite  Sultana  of  his  father  Jehangire,  died  in  Jehan. 
her  palace  in  that  city.  Twenty-five  thoufand 
pounds  had  been  annually  paid  to  her  out  of  the 
treafury ;  and,  as  her  power  ceafed  with  the 
death  of  her  confort,  fhe  was  too  proud  even  to 
fpcak  of  public  alTairs,  and  fhe,  therefore,  gave 
up  her  mind  to  ftudy,  retirement,  and  eafe.  The 
extraordinary  beauty  of  her  perfon  h*as  been  al- 
ready mentioned ;  we  fnall  now  delineate  the 
features  of  her  mind.  Her  abilities  were  uncom- 
mon ;  for  Qie  rendered  herfelf  abfolute,  in  a  go- 
vernment in  which  wsmen  are  thought  incapable 
of  bearing  any  part.  Their  power,  it  is  true,  is 
fometimes  exerted  in  the  haram  ;  but,  like  the 
virtues  of  the  magnet,  it  is  filent  and  unper- 
ccived.     Noor-Jehan  fiood  forth  in  public;  flie 
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A.  D.     broke  through  all  reflraint  and  cuflom,  and  aC- 
'j^?^-     quired  power  by  her  own  addrefs,  more   than  by 
1C55.      ^^s    weaknefs    of    jehangire.       Ambitious,    paf- 
'^^ — J — ^  fionate,  infinuating,    cunning,  bold   and   vindic- 
tive, yet  her  charader  was  not  Uained   with   cru- 
elty ;   and  fhe  maintained  the  reputation  of  chaf- 
ticy,    when    no    reftraint    but    virtue    remained. 
Her  palFions  were  indeed   too  mafculine.     When 
we  fee  her  acling  the  part  of  a  foldier,  fhe  excites 
ridicule  more  than  admiration;   and   we  are   apt 
to   forget    that    delicacy,  beyond   which   her   fex 
ceafes  to  pieafe. 
War  wUh       The  ineffectual  expedition  of  All  againft  the 
iheUfuecs.  ufbecs,  did  not  induce  the  emperor  to  rclinquifli 
the  war.     He  fet  up   an  antiquated  claim,  which 
his  anceftors  had  on  Buduchfhan,  and  the  diftrid 
of  Balich,  and  moved  with  a  great  army   toward 
Cabul,  to  fupport  his  pretenfions.     When  he  ar- 
rived   in    that    city,  he    detached    fifty   thoufand 
horfe  with  a  large   train  of  artillery,   under   the 
conduct  of  prince  Morad,  to  the  north.     Nidder 
Mahommed,  who  had  taken  Balich  and  its  dif- 
trid by  force   from  the  Ufbecs,  (hut  himfelf  up 
in  that  city,  where  he  was  befieged  by  Morad. 
Mahommed    made  but   a  poor   defence;  for   he 
evacuated   the   place  in  a  few   days.     Morad  en- 
tered the  city  in  triumph.     He  proteded  the   in- 
habitants from  beini;  plundered  ;   and  detached  a 
party  in  purfuit  of  Mahommed.     His  own  army- 
fell,  in  the  mean  time,  upon  Mahommed ;  and 
having  plundered  him  of  fixty   lacks   of  roupees, 
feparated,  and  left  him  alone.     The   unfortunate 
prince  had  no  refource  but  to  fly   his   dominions, 
which    were    now    over-r.ii   by    the   conquerors. 
He  hoped  to  engage  Perfia  in  his  intereff,  and  he 
haflened  to  Ifpahan.     The  prince  Morad,  in  the 
mean    time,    took   all   his   towns   and   cadles,  at 
Icifure :  there   was  no  enen;y   in  the  field,  and 
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fcarce  a  garrifoii  witliin  the  walls.  Having  left  a.  D. 
detachments  of  his  army  in  the  conquered  coun-  !|+^* 
tries,  he  moved  toward  the  frontiers  of  the  em-  1056. 
pire  ;  and  waited  there  for  orders  of  recal.  ^'— ^.- — *-' 

The  emperor  having  fixed  his  mind  upon  the  Mprad 
complete  conqued  of  Buduchfhan  and  Balich,  ^"^^^  * 
had  no  intention  of  withdrawinor  his  armv  from 
thefe  provinces.  Morad  became  impatient.  He 
wrote  letters  to  his  father.  He  pretended  want 
of  health  ;  he  faid  he  difliked  the  country  ;  and 
he  earnellly  requeued  leave  to  return.  Shaw  Je- 
han,  knowing  the  real  Hate  of  his  fon's  health, 
was  much  offended  at  his  requefl.  He  com- 
manded him  to  remain  in  the  north,  to  fettle  the 
country  according  to  the  inftructions  given  to 
him,  and  not  to  attempt  to  enter  the  dominiojis 
of  Hindoflan  without  orders.  Morad  having  a 
violent  inclination  to  be  near  the  capital,  in  cafe 
of  his  father's  death,  and  preferring  the  rich  and 
fertile  provinces  of  the  fouth  to  the  iferile  regions 
of  the  north,  obllinately  difobeyed  the  emperor, 
left  the  army,  and  returned  to  Cabul.  His  fa- 
ther refented  this  undutiful  behaviour.  He  for- 
mally divefted  him  of  the  government  of  Moul- 
tan,  andof  all  his  dignities,  without  admitting  him 
into  his  prefence.  He  at  the  fame  time  iffued  an 
edicl,  which  banifhed  Morad  to  the  mountains 
ofPefliawir.  SaduUa  the  vifier  was  fent  tofettle 
the  affairs  of  the  north. 

The  fugitive  prince  Mahommed  havintr  arrived  Pnnce  of 

»  ir      u  .        .    J   u      cu  AU  •  \.  ..the  rfbecs 

at  lipahan,  was  treated  by  ohav/  Abas  with  great  flje-  ^^ 
friendfhip  and  refped.     He  received   at   different  Periia. 
times  four  lacks   of  roupees,  for  his   fubfiilence. 
He,  however,  could  obtain  no   aid.     His   appli- 
cations were  counteraded  bv   the  ambaifador   of 
India  ;  and,  befides,  the  Perfian  was  not  fond  of 
war.     The  bad  fuccefs  of  Mahommed   foured  his 
temper.      He  fpoke  difrefpedfully  of  Shaw  Abas 
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A.  D.  and  his  miniiters.  His  fubfiftcnce  was  with- 
ul*^"  drawn,  and  he  was  reduced  to  great  dillrefs. 
1056.  Saduila,  in  the  mean  time,  fettled  the  affairs  of 
'^-'^r"^-^  Balich.  In  the  year  1646  he  was  recalled  to 
court ;  and  the  emperor  returned  to  Lahore. 
Morad,  in  the  mean  time,  wrote  letiers  of  con- 
trition to  his  fatlier.  He  owned  his  error,  and 
cxpreffed  his  grief.  His  friends  folicited  warmly 
in  his  favour.  He  was  permitted  to  come  to 
court ;  and,  by  his  prudent  management,  he 
foon  regained  the  ailedions  of  his  father,  who 
reitored  him  to  his  dignities,  and  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Moultan. 
TMbec?  in-  When  the  prince  of  Balich  was  deferted  by  his 
iich.^  ^~  o^'^'^  army,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Perfia, 
his  fon  Abdul  Aziz,  who  commanded  a  body 
of  troops  in  another  part  of  the  province,  threw 
himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  the  northern  Uf- 
becs.  The  petty  chieftains  beyond  the  Oxus 
were  induced,  by  promifes  of  advantage  to  them- 
felves,  to  join  his  hnall  fquadron ;  fo  that  he  foon 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army.  He  how- 
ever could  not  cover  his  intentions  of  invading 
the  conquered  dominions  of  his  father,  from  the 
Mogul  gar rifon  of  Balich;.  who  fent  advices  of 
the  approaching  ftorm  to  the  emperor.  That 
monarch  ilfued  orders  to  his  fon  Aurungzcbe  to 
leave  Guzcrat,  and  to  haflen  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  the  north.  Ihe  emperor 
himielf  marched  to  (labul  to  fuftain  the  opera- 
tions of  his  fon  ;  whilil  Dara  commanded  ano- 
ther army  in  the  environs  of  Lahore.  Shaw  Je- 
han,  upon  this  occalion,  (hewed  an  inlfance  of 
his  generofity.  Two  ot  the  fons  of  the  prince  of 
Balich,  together  with  fome  of  his  wives  and 
daughters,  had  been  taken  prifoners  in  the  war. 
The  fons,  he  raifed  to  the  rank  of  nobles;  and 
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the  women  were  treated  with  the  decency  and  re-     a.  d. 
fped  due  to  their  quahty.  •'547. 

Aurungzebe,  who  was  fond   of  adion,  pofled      ,057" 
with  great   expedition  to  Balich.     He   took  the  ' — -( — ^ 
command  of  the  troops  upon  his  arrival ;  and  he  Aurun^- 
was  informed  that  the  enemy  were,  by  that  time,  ^^''^  ^'""^ 
advanced  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place.     He  ti'iem. 
furveyed  the  works,  and  made  temporary  repairs ; 
then    devolving    the   command    of   the    garrifon 
upon  Raja  Mado  Singh,  he  marched   out  againd 
the  Uibecs  wiih  the  troops  which  had   flocked  ia 
to  his  ftandard  from  the   untenable   ports  in   the 
province.     Bahadur,   of  the  Rohilla  tribe  of  Af- 
gans,  commanded    the   vanguard.     Ali    Murdan 
was  ftationed  on  the  right  wing,  and  Ziffer  on 
the  left.     The  prince  himfelf,  after   having  mar- 
fhalled    the    field,    took  his    pofl    In  the  center. 
The  enemy,  feeing  the  good  order   and  firmnefs 
of  the  Moguls,  declined,  for  that   day,  to   come 
to  adion.     They,  however,  fkirmifhed  v.'ith  fmall 
parties,  whilft  the   main   body  retreated.     Night 
coming  on,  Aurungzebe  lay  on  his  arms. 

When  day-light  appeared,  the  prince  formed  He  comes 
his  line  of  march,  and  purfued  the  Ufbecs.  Se- ''^ ''^'°"' 
veral  detachments  of  the  enemy  hovered  round, 
and  infulted  him  from  time  to  time,  whiHl  others 
turned  his  rear,  and  began  to  plunder  a  part  of 
his  baggage :  the  main  body,  in  the  mean  time, 
began  to  form  in  his  front.  The  prince  dc:tached 
parties  from  the  line,  who  drove  the  flying  fqua- 
drons  of  the  enemy  from  the  field.  He  then 
drew  up  his  forces  in  the  fame  order  as  on  the 
preceding  day;  but  Ziffer,  from  exerting  him- 
felf too  much,  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 
and  obliged  to  devolve  his  command  on  his  fon. 
He  fcarce  had  retired,  when  Abdul  Aziz  ad- 
vanced upon  the  Imperialills  with  his  whole  force. 
Zifler  again  mounted  his  horfe,  and  when  he  re- 
turned 
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A.  D.  turned  to  his  poft,  he  found  his  Ion  in  clofe  en- 
nte  gagement  with  the  Uibecs.  The  enemy  ad- 
1057.      vanced  with  redoubled  violence  ;    but  Zitter,  who 

"'^•"^i  -^  now  had  refunied  the  command,  flood  his  ground 
with  great  fpirit  and  firmnefs,  till  he  received 
nine  wounds.  He  fell,  with  lofs  of  blood,  from 
his  horle,  and  two  of  his  fons  covered  him  from 
the  Ufljecs,  and  carried  him  between  their  horfes 
to  the  rear. 

defeats  Abdul  Aziz,  in  the  mean  time,  with  ten  thou- 

fand  'J'artar  horfe,  fell  in,  fword  in  hand,  with 
Aii  Murdan  on  the  right.  The  contell  was  fierce 
and  bloody.  The  Tartars,  proud  of  their  native 
valour,  defpifed  the  oppofition  of  troops  whom 
they  deemed  inferior  to  themfelves ;  the  Impe- 
rialills  being  chiefly  compofed  of  foldiers  from  the 
north,  and  better  difciplined  than  the  Tartars  to 
war,  flood  their  ground  with  great  firmnefs,  and 
checked  the  confident  bravery  of  the  enemy. 
Ali  exhibited  all  the  qualities  of  an  able  general, 
and  valiant  foldier :  he  fometimes  encouraged  his 
troops  by  words,  but  oftener  by  example ;  and 
finding  that  the  enemy  charged  in  a  deep  column, 
he  contracted  and  flrengthencd  his  line-  The 
-Ufbecs  were  thrice  repulfed  ;  but  defeat  only  ren- 
dered them  more  defperate.  In  the  fourth  charge, 
the  Imperialifls  were  thrown  into  confufion  ;  but 
they  were  rather  borne  down  than  defeated. 
They  were  on  the  piiint  of  flying;  but  Aurung- 
zcbe  came  in  to  their  aid. 

the  Uf-  The  prince  had  been  engaged   in   the  center, 

^«"5  where  the  a^ion  had  not  been  fo  hot.  Finding 
how  aiTairs  went  on  the  right,  he  formed  into  a 
column,  and  advanced  on  full  fpced  on  the  flank 
of  Abdul  Aziz,  That  chief,  however,  was  ready 
to  receive  him.  The  fhock  was  violent  and 
bloody.  A  mighty  fliout  arofe  on  either  fide ; 
and    men   fecmed    to   forget    they   were   mortal. 

The 
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The   Ufbec   was    at   the   lafl:   overpowered,  and     a.  d. 
driven  off  the   field  with   great   flaughter.     Au-      y^-^"- 
rungzebe  thought  himfelf  in  poffclTion  of  a  com-      1C5V. 
plete  viclory ;  but  the  battle  was  not  yet  over.  '^-^. — ^ 
The  enemy  took  a  circuit  round  the  right,  where 
All  was  reftoring   the   line  of  his  broken  fqiia- 
drons,  and  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  Imperiaiifts. 
The  vanguard  had  retired  thither  after  the  com- 
mencement   of   the    action,    and    formed    a   line 
round   the    artillery  which  had  been  little  ufed. 
Abdul  Aziz  attacked  them   with  great   violence, 
and  drove  them  from   the  guns.     Bahadur,  who 
€ommai;ded  the  vanguard,  rallied  them,  and  fuf- 
tained  the  charge  till   Aurungzcbe  came  up  in 
full  fpeed  from  the  line.     Abdul   Aziz  was  again 
repulfed  with  great  flaughter,  and  the  remains  of 
the  Uibec  army  quitted  the  field  in  diforder. 

The  prince,  after  the  aclion  was  over,  advanced  -^nd  takes 
and  took  poffefTion  of  the  enemy's  camp.  It  was  camp. 
now  dark;  and  fuch  an  imprellion  had  the  valour 
of  the  enemy  made  upon  the  Imperialills,  that 
even  the  flight  of  the  vanquifhed  could  not  con- 
vince them  of  their  viftory.  A  panic  feized  the 
viclors ;  frequent  alarms  didurbed  the  night; 
and,  though  fatigued  and  wearied,  they  lay  fleep- 
lefs  upon  their  arms.  Morning  appearing  con- 
vinced them  of  their  error,  and  difcovered  to 
them  how  much  they  had  done,  by  the  number 
of  the  llain.  Ten  thoufand  lay  dead  on  the  field. 
Many  officers  of  difiintlion  fell  on  the  Imperial 
fide  ;  and  Aurungzebe  juftly  acquired  great  repu- 
tation from  the  fortunate  end  of  fuch  an  obfli- 
nate  battle. 

The  Ufbecs,  under  their  gallant  leader,  being  They  ars 
fruflrated  in  their   defigns  on  Balich,  by   the  fig-  f  0)^'^^. 
nal  victory  obtained    over  them,    fell   upon  the  duchfhan. 
province  of  Buduchflian,     Defpairing  of  conquer- 
ing that  province,  they  laid  it  wade,  and  filled 

their 
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their  rout  with  confufion,  defohtion,  and   death. 
Exprefs  upon  exprefs   was   fent  to  Cabul  to   the 
emperor ;     and    he    forthwith     detached    twenty 
thoufand  horfe,  under  the   prince  Morad,  to   ex- 
pel the  enemy.     The  Ilfbecs,  weakened   in  the 
late  bloody  battle  with  Aurun;rzebe,  were  in   no 
condition  to  face  Morad,     They    fled   before  that 
prince  bevond  the  limits  of  the  province,   and  left 
an    undiflurbed     conquell    to    the     family     of 
Timur, 
They  fub-      Nidder  M.ihommed,  who  left  the  court  of  Per- 
""'•  Ci2L  upon  advice  of  the  invafion  under  his  fon,  re- 

ceived on  the  way  the  news  of  the  unfortunate 
battle,  in  which  all  his  hopes  were  blafled.  To 
contend  longer  in  a'^ms  aeaini'l  Shaw  Jehan  was 
impoflible :  he  therefore  had  recourfe  to  fuhmif- 
fion  and  intreatv.  He  fent  a  letter  to  Aurung- 
zebe :  "  To  the  emperor,"  faid  he,  "  I  dare 
not  write.  But  you,  defcended  from  the  vitlo- 
rious  line  of  fovereigns,  who  fiirport,  with  your 
fword,  their  tiile  to  command  the  world,  may 
find  an  opportunity  of  prefentinj^  the  requell  of 
Mahommed  among  thofe  of  his  meaned  fub- 
jeds  ;  and  he  who  confers  happinefs  on  mankind, 
will  relent  at  the  misfortunes  of  an  exiled  prince. 
Inform  him,  that  Nidder  Mahommed  wilhes  to 
be  numbered  among  the  fervants  of  the  King  of 
Kings,  and  waits  melancholy  on  the  fkirts  of  his 
dominions  to  receive  his  anfwer."  Aurungzebe 
fent  the  letter  to  his  father.  The  emperor, 
moved  by  prudence  as  much  as  by  pity  for  Ma- 
hommed, ordered  his  fon  to  reinflate  that  prince 
in  his  fovereignty  over  his  former  dominions.  It 
was  difficult  to  defend  fuch  a  difhmt  frontier 
againfl:  the  incurfions  of  the  Ulbecs  beyond  the 
Oxus ;  and  he  made  a  merit  of  his  policy,  by 
refloring  the  provinces  of  Balich  and  Buduchfhan 
to   Mahommed,  upon   coiidilion   of  receiving  a 
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fmall  annuiil  tribute.  That  prince  being  fick, 
fent  his  grandfon  Chufero  to  Aurungzcbe  to  fign 
the  terms  of  this  pacification. 

The  emperor,  in  the  month  of  April  of  the 
year  1647,  returned  to  Lahore;  and  Aurung- Emperor 
zebe,  after  the  treaty  was  figned  and  ratified,  ^^h  ""*  ^^ 
joined  his  father  in  that  city.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  government  of  Mouhan,  to  which  province  he 
went,  after  remaining  a  very  few  days  at  court. 
The  prince  Suja  was,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  to 
command  in  the  province  of  Cabul,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  I'artars  on  the  northern  frontier. 
The  war  with  the  Ufbecs  was  undertaken  through 
wantonnefs  ;  and  ended,  though  fuccefsful,  with 
iofs  to  the  empire.  Six  millions  were  expended 
upon  it  out  of  the  Imperial  treafury,  befides 
eftates  granted  to  the  nobility  to  the  value  of  one 
million  niore.  The  emperor  had  a  puff  of  repu- 
tation for  this  enormous  fum. 

Shaw  Jehan,  who  became  jealous  of  the  abili- Jealou;  of 
ties  and  ambition  of  his  fons,  repented  fincerely  of  ^'^^°'^^' 
having  raifed  them  to  the  firft  offices  of  the  ftate, 
and  to  the  government  of  the  richeft  provinces  of 
the  empire.  -  They  had  hitherto  maintained  a  (hew 
of  implicit  obedience ;  but  the  nation  looked  up 
to  their  power  and  confequence,  and  feemed  ap- 
parently to  divide  themfelves  into  parties  in  their 
favour.  To  prevent  them  from  taking  a  ftronger 
hold  of  the  afleclions  of  the  people,  he  removed 
them  from  one  province  to  another,  to  prevent 
an  increafe  in  their  popularity,  and  to  inure  them 
to  obedience.  In  the  midfl  of  this  policy,  the 
complying  weaknefs  of  the  father  prevailed  over 
the  prudence  of  the  monarch.  None  of  his  fons 
liked  the  northern  provinces.  They  fulted  not 
with  their  pride,  and  they  were  not  fit  for 
their  ambition.  They  were  deflitute  of  trea- 
fure  to  acquire  dependants  :  they  abounded  not 
in  lucrative  employments  to  gratify  friends.     Mo- 
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j^,  p.     rad,  by  an  acl  of  difobedience,  had    quitted  the 
"^4^-      north:  Aurungzebe,  by  his  addrefs,  vvaspermit- 
,0^1*.      ted  to  leave  it  ;  and  Suja,  by  his  friends  at  court, 
^- — -c^-^  wrought  fo  much  upon  the  emperor,  that  he  was 
removed  from  Cabul  to  the  government  of  Ben- 
gal. 
Psfides  at      The  emperor,  ever  fond  of  fedivals,  found  an 
Delhi.        opportunity  of  exhibiting  his  generofjty  and  hof- 
pitality,   upon  fmifhing  the  repairs  of  the  city  of 
Delhi.     Seven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
had  been  laid  out  on  the  Imperial  palace  ;  in  which 
the  emperor  mounted  the  throne  of  his  anceftors, 
on  the  firfl  of  April  of  the  year  1648.     Ihe  no- 
bility paid  their  compliments  with  magnificent  pre- 
fents  ;  and  their  ladies  waited  with  gifts  of  value, 
upon  the  mofl  favoured  of  the  emperor's  wives. 
During  nine  days  the  whole  city,  as  well  as  the  court, 
were  entertained  at  the  public  expence.     Magni- 
ficent  drefies  were  dillributed  among  the  great  offi-' 
cers ;  and  feveral  new  Omrahs,  among  whom  were 
the  two  fons  of  prince  Dara,  were  created.    Hamid, 
one  of  ihedifciples  of  the   great  Abul  Fazil,prer 
fented,    upon  the   occafion,  to     the  emperor,  a 
hiflory  of  the  firft    ten  years    of   his  reign,  an4 
received  a   princely  prefent. 
Prnmo-  The  emperor  remained  at   Delhi  nine  months, 

tioiis.  and  returned  to  Lahore  in  the  end  of  De- 
cember the  fame  year.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  that  hitter  city,  he  raifed  the  vifier  to  the 
rankoffeven  thoufand;  and  gratified  him,  at 
the  fame  time,  with  the  government  of  Bchar, 
which  he  was  permitted  to  hold  by  deputy.  The 
abilities  of  tiiislord  in  his  high  deportment,  and, 
above  all,  his  unintriguing  difpofition,  if  the  ex- 
preflion  may  be  ufed,  recommended  him  in  the 
highefl:  degree  to  his  mailer,  lie  never  fought 
a  favour  of  the  emperor  ;  and  he  conferred  none 
without   his  pcrmilfion.     His  alfiduity  to   pleafe 
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confided  in  his  undeviating  attention  to  bufinefs ;     a.  d. 
and  he  gained  the  affeflions  of  his  prince,  by  mak-      j^45. 
ing  him  believe,  that  he  was  the  fcle  fpring  which      ,059. 
moved   all  the  affairs  of  his  own   empire.     The  ^>-^ — ^^-^ 
vanity  of  Shaw  Jehan   induced  him   to  wifli   that 
every  thing  was  done  by  himfelf ;  and    the  pru- 
dent vifier  did  not,  by  his   obvious    interference, 
deprive  him  of  the  reputation  v.hich  lie  ftrove  to 
maintain.     On  the  fame  day  that  SaduUa  was  pro- 
moted to  the  government  of  Behar,   the   prince 
IVIorad  was  raifed  to  that  of  the  Decan.     The  em- 
peror, though  fond  of  his  fon,  diftrufled  his   na- 
tural impetuolity    and   fire  :     he  therefore  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  the  army   on  the  frontiers 
to  Shaw  Nawaz,  the  father-in-law  of  Morad  him- 
felf.     Without    the  confent  of  this  lord,  Morad 
was  not  to  attempt  any  thing  of  material  concern 
to  the  empire. 

Though  the  Imperial  ambaflador,  who  had  been  J'/j.'pJJ^^^^ 
fent  to  congratulate  Shaw  Abas  the  Second  on  his  dahar. 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  had  been  well  received  at 
Ifpahan,  the  court  of  Perfia  had  not  relinquiihed 
their  pretenfions  to  the  city  of  Candahar.  The 
arrangements  neceffary  to  reftore  the  kingdom 
to  order,  after  the  tyranny  of  Shaw  Sefi,  had 
hitherto  engaged  their  attention  ;  and  the  nume- 
rous armies  employed  by  Shaw  Jehan  on  his 
northern  frontiers  againft  the  Ufbecs,  rendered 
it  imprudent  to  break  with  him,  till  they  were 
withdrawn.  After  the  pacification  with  the  prince 
of  Ballch,  the  greater  part  of  the  Imperial  army 
had  been  removed  to  the  fouth,  and  a  fair  field 
was  left  for  the  defigns  of  Shaw  Abas.  That 
monarch  accordingly,  in  the  year  1648,  marched 
with  a  great  force  toward  Candahar;  but  the 
news  of  his  preparations  for  the  expedition  had 
been  previoufly  carried  to  Lahore.  Shaw  Jehan, 
who  had  arrived  in  that  city  toward  the  clofe  of 

the 
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the   year,  detached  fifty   thoufand  of  his   troops 
under  the  vificr  to  cover  Candahir.     The   prince 
Aurungzebe  joined  that  miniitcr  with  the    forces 
Rationed  in  his  province  of  Mouhan  ;  but  before 
they  arrived,  the  city  was  furrendered  to  the  Per- 
fians  by  capitulation.     Shaw   Abas  left  ten  thou- 
fand mufqueteers  to    garrlfon    the  place,  and  re- 
treated with  the  reft  of  his  army. 
Aururg-        Aurungzebe  and  Saduila  inverted  the  place  in 
J.';^g^  ff"jj^  the  March  of  1649.     '^^^^  f^i^ge    continued  more 
Tail).         than  three  months   before   a    pra£licable  breach 
was  made  ;  and  the  Imperialifls,  in  a  general  af- 
fault,  were  rcpulfcd  with  great  lofs.     The  prince, 
however,  did  not  raife  the  fiege  :  he  continued  his 
approaches,  but  he  made   very  little  progrefs   to- 
ward taking  of  the  place.     Winter  was  now  ap- 
proaching, and  the  weather  began  to  be  already 
very  fevere  in  that  high    country.     There  was  a 
great  fcarcity  of  forage  and  provifions  ;  and  the 
warlike  (lores   were  exhaufted.      'I'he  emperor, 
being  apprized  of  the  ftate  of  his  army,   ordered 
the  fiege  to  be  raifed  ;   and  Aurungzebe,  without 
laurels,  returned  tov.'itrd  Lahore. 
Peffats  Nizier  Ali,  the  Perfian  governor  of  Candahar 

taTf'^'^'  ^^^  Murtizi,  who  commanded  an  arun'  of  ob- 
fervation  on  the  frontiers  of  that  province,  hav- 
ing joined  their  forces,  fell  on  the  rear  of  the 
Imperialifts  in  their  retreat.  Aurungzebe  be- 
haved upon  the  occafion,  with  his  ufual  fpirit  and 
conduft.  He  fell  upon  the  aflaiianis  in  the  flank, 
with  a  column  of  cavalry,  which  he  had  filed  off 
from  his  front,  when  he  hrft  obferved  the  enemy, 
'll'.e  Perfiaiis  were  lepulicd  with  confiderable 
fhiugliter.  Though  dcieated,  they  were  not  how- 
ever intimidated.  Being  reinforced  from  Canda- 
liar,  they  hovered  round  the  Imperial  army  ;  and, 
after  a  few  days,  formed  their  line  and  oP/ered 
battle.     Aurungzebe  did  not  decline  to  come  to 
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aftion.     The  fliock  was  from  wing  to  wing  ;  and     A.  D. 
the  conted   vvaii  long   and  biooJy.       The  prince      'j!^--^* 
owed  the  viclory  which  he  obtained  to  the  bravery      torn. 
of  Rulluiii,   one  of  his  generals,  who  coaiinanJ- ^-^-<      ' 
ed  the  referve,  confilling  of  two  thonfand  horfe. 
Ruftum,  when   the  prince    was  on   the  point   of 
quitting  the  field,  fell  on  the  enemy  fword  in  hand, 
and  threw  them  into  confufion.     Aurungzebe,  in 
the  mean  time,  rellored  his  ranks,  and  returned  to 
the  charge.     The  Perfians  fled,  and  were  purfued 
twenty  miles  beyond  the  field  ;    and  the    prince 
returned,  with  unexpected  glory,  to  the  emperor, 
who  fet  out  foon  after  the  arrival  of  his  fon  for 
Agra. 

The  Ufbec  Tartars  beyond  the  Oxus,  taking  ^^^^e"  ap. 
advantage  of  the  debilitated  (late  of  NidderMa-^'^  ^'^^  ' 
hommed,  who  had  not  recovered  from  the  blow 
given  to  his  power  by  the  conqueft  of  his  country 
by  the  Imperialiils,  invaded  the  dominions  of  that 
prince,  rvfahommed  applied,  in  die  character  of 
a  vaHal,  to  the  emperor,  who  was  i^o  well  pleafed 
with  this  mark  of  his  fubmillion,  that  he  fent 
him  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money,  which 
was  the  principal  thing  wanted.  The  efcort  fsnt 
with  the  treafure  to  Balich,  conveyed  his  w-omen 
and  children  to  Mahommed  ;  but  two  of  his  fons, 
Chufero  and  Byram,  who  had  been  created  nobles 
of  th'3  empire,  remained  from  choice  in  India. 
Many  marks  of  the  emperor's  favour  were  con- 
ferred on  the  family  of  Mahommed.  An  honorary 
drefs  was  given  to  each,  together  with  a  confider- 
able fum  of  money.  Nor  had  their  education 
been  neglected.  Mafters  had  been  appointed  to 
teach  the  young  princes  ;  and  the  daughters  were 
inftrucled  in  the  fuitable  accompUfnments  of  their 
fex. 

The    prince   Morad,    as   before     related,    had  Morad  re. 
been  fent,  under  the  tuition  of  his  father-in-law,  f^om  die 
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A.  D.  into  the  Decan.  Proud,  haughty,  and  full  of 
l,*^?''  fire,  he  could  not  bear,  with  patience,  the  con- 
:c6i.  troul  of  that  lord.  He  pofTelTed  abilities,  and  he 
^"^^i  ^'^  knew  it  ;  and  he  confidered  it  as  an  infupportable 
hardfhip  to  have  the  name,  without  the  power  of 
government.  lie,  upon  many  occafions,  ne- 
glefted  the  counfel  given  him  by  Shaw  Nawaz  ; 
but  at  lafl:  he  added  infult  to  contempt.  "  Know 
you  not,"  faid  he  one  day  to  his  father-in-law, 
"  that  even  yon,  M'ho  attempt  to  command  me, 
are,  by  the  Imperial  commiffion,  fubjeft  to  my 
government.  Behave  yourfelf,  therefore,  as  the 
humble  advifer,  not  as  the  proud  diclator  of  my 
rneafures."  Shaw  Nawaz  was  enraged  at  this 
difrefpecl ;  and  he  wrote  letters  of  complaint  to 
the  emperor,  who,  without  further  examination, 
removed  his  fon  from  the  government  of  the  De- 
can.  He,  however,  conferred  upon  him  that 
of  Cabul,  and  removed  Ali  Murdaii  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Cafiimire. 
Aiirung-  Morad,  impatient  in  every  flation,  did  not 
Ccees  ^'  ^^^K  ^^^P  ^^'^^  government  of  Cabul.  Aurung- 
zebe,  by  the  command  of  the  emperor,  made 
preparations  for  re-commencing  the  fiege  of  Can- 
dahar.  Morad,  inftead  of  alTifting  him  with  the 
troops  (lationed  in  his  own  province,  threw 
every  obltacie  in  his  way  ;  and  pretended  that  llie 
necelBiry  fervice  required  all  the  troops  under  his 
command.  To  Aurungzebe's  commillion  for 
takina:  his  choice  of  all  the  troops  in  tiie 
northern  provinces,  his  brother  oppofed  his 
own  commillion  for  the  abfolute  command  of 
the  forces  in  Cabul.  Aurungzcbe  wrote  to 
the  emperor ;  and  Morad  was  ordered  into 
the  province  of  Malava.  Upon  his  removal, 
liis  brother  colletled  an  army.  The  vificr  joined 
])im  with  fifty  thoufand  horfe  from  the  fouth,cr- 
corting    five  hundred  camels  loaded  with  trcafure 
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to  pay  the  army,  five  hundred  with   arms,    and    a.  d. 
two  thoufand  with  other  warlike  (lores.     The  re-      ''^?^- 
taking  of   Candahar   engrolTed  fo   much  of   the      loS'. 
emperor's  attention,  that  he  himfelf  made  a  pro-  ^^-— ,^-^ 
grefs  to  Cabul  to  fupport  the  befiegers.     Channa- 
Zad,  the  fon  of  Afiph  Jah,  was  upon  this   occa- 
fion  raifed  to  the  office  of   paymaller-general    of 
the  forces.     Prince  Suja   came  from    his  govern- 
ment of  Bengal  to  pay  his  refpecls  to    his  father, 
foon  after  his  arrival  at  Cabul. 

The  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Candahar  Candahar 
took  up  a  confiderable  time.  Aurungzebe  did 
not  appear  before  it,  till  the  month  of  January 
1652.  He  inverted  the  place  on  all  fides,  and  be- 
gan to  make  his  approaches  in  form.  But  his 
gunners  were  bad,  and  his  engineers,  if  poffible, 
worfe.  The  fiege  continued  two  months  and 
eight  days,  without  any  impreffion  being  made  on 
the  city.  All  the  warlike  (lores  were  at  length 
exhaufted ;  the  army  was  difcouraged,  from 
feeing  no  end  to  their  toil.  The  prince  was 
afhamed  ;  and  the  pofitive  orders  of  his  father 
recalled  him  to  Cabul.  Shaw  Jehan,  after  all 
his  expence  and  idle  parade,  returned,  without 
having  eftecled  any  thing  material,  to  Agra.  In 
that  city  his  firft  bufinefs  was  to  promote  his 
children  and  nobles  to  honours  and  governments. 
Soliman,  the  fon  of  Dai  a,  was  raifed  to  the  dig- 
nity of  eight  thoufand  horfe,  and  fent  to  the  go-' 
vernment  of  Cabul.  Aurungzebe  was  ordered 
back  to  the  Decan.  Dara,  who  held  Guzerat  by 
deputy,  was  removed  to  Moultan :  Suja  returned 
to  Bengal  ;  and  Shaifla  Chan,  one  of  the  fons  of 
the  late  vifier,  was  promoted  to  the  government 
of  Guzerat,  in  the  room  of  Dara. 
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CHAP.      V. 


Daras  jcaloufy  of  Aurungzehe — His  had  fuccefs 
before  Candahdr — Raifed  to  a  part  of  the  Impe- 
rial power — Rebellion  of  the  Rana — Rife  and 
charatlcr  of  Jiimla — Death  of  the  vifier — War 
in  Golccnda — Exploits  rf  Maho?nmcd  the  fan  of 
Aurungzehe — War  and  redudion  of  Bijapour — • 
Sicknefs  of  the  emperor — Too  great  'vioUnce  of 
Da^a — Emperor  removes  to  Agra — Recovers^ 
Dara  in  high  favour — Carries  all  before  him  at 
court. 


1^52!      1.  HOUGH  Shaw  Jehaii,  by  his  great  attention 
^•'S-      upon  every  occafion  to  Dara,  had  convinced  his 
v^.,^^^!^  fubjefls  of  his  defign  to  appoint  him  his  fuccef- 
p^^^,^       for  in  the  throne,  that  prince  was  jealous    of  the 
jpaioufy     growing;  reputation  of  Aurungzcbc.     l"he  latter, 
*^^  '^";      in  his  frequent  expeditions  at  the  head  of  armies, 
found  various    opportunities    of  gaining   friends, 
by  the  places  of  honour  and  profit  which  he  had, 
by  his  commilTlon,  to  heftow  ;  and  he  was  not  of 
a  difpofition  to  rclinquifli  by   negligence,  the   in- 
fluence which  he  had  acquired  by  favours.     Cool, 
fubtle,    and    felf-denied,  he    covered   his   actions 
with  fuch  an  appearance  of  honeH:   fmcerity,  that 

men 
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men  imputed  his  attention  to  their  own  merit, 
and  not  to  his  defigns.  The  penetrating  eye  of 
his  father  had  pierced  the  veil  which  he  had  thrown 
over  his  ambition ;  but  the  implicit  obedience 
which  Aurungzebe  paid  to  all  his  commands 
flattered  him  into  a  kind  of  oblivion  of  his  former 
obfervations  on  the  duplicity  of  his  character. 
Dara  had  carried  his  jealoufy  of  Aurungzebe  into 
a  kind  of  averfion  to  his  perfon.  He  envied  him 
when  fuccefsful ;  and  he  triumphed  over  his  mif- 
fortunes :  but  his  exultation  was  as  fecret  as  his 
hatred,  as  both  proceeded  from  fear,  a  paffion 
which  his  foul  difdained  to  own. 

Aurungzebe  havino;  twice  mifcarried  in  his  at-  Hisunfuc- 
tempts  on  Candahar,  Dara  wifhed  to  gather  lau-  pedition 
rels  where  his  rival  had  failed.  He  applied  to  1^^'j^. 
his  father  for  an  army  :  munuatmg,  that  the  bad 
fuccefs  which  attended  his  brother,  proceeded 
from  his  want  of  knowledge  and  conduct.  A 
very  large  fum  was  iffued  from  the  Imperial  trea- 
fury  ;  and  the  army  and  artillery  in  the  provinces 
beyond  the  Indus  were  fubmitted  to  the  command 
of  Dara.  That  prince  invefted  Candahar.  The 
fiege  continued  five  months,  without  any  impref- 
fion  being  made.  The  (lores  were  at  laft  exhauft- 
ed,  the  troops  were  difpirited,  and  Dara  found 
himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  retreating  with 
lofs  of  reputation.  Shaw  Jehan  was  filent  upon  the 
occafion  ;  and  even  Aurungzebe,  who  triumphed 
in  fecret  over  Dara*s  difappointment,  attributed, 
in  his  converfation,  this  fre(h  mifcarriage  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  place,  more  than  to  his  brother's 
want  of  abilities  in  war. 

The  unfuccefsful  expedition   to  Candahar  did  ^^  ^5^*^" 
iiot  fhake  the  emperor's  defign  in  favour  of  Dara.  a^ppohned 
He  forefaw  the  tumult  and   diforder  which    were  ^'^'^c^f^o'" 
likely  to  arife  from  the   ambition  of  his  younger  emperor, 
fons  after  his  death  j  and  he  refolved  to  habituate 
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them,  in  his  lifetime,  to   the   authority  of    theif 
elder  brother.     Having  ordered  all  the  iiobles    to 
attend   the  prefence ;    he    defcended    from     his 
throne,  took  Dara  by  the  hand,  and  placed  him 
under  the    Imperial   canopy  ;    commanding    the 
lord  of  the  requefts  to  read  aloud  an  edi£l,  chang- 
ing  the  name  of  Dara  into  that   of  Shaw  Belind 
Akbal,  or  The   Emperor   of    exalted  For- 
tune.    "  Behold,"    faid    Shaw  Jehan,    "  your 
future  prince  !     Upon  him  we  leave   the  fupport 
of  the  reputation   and  honour  of    the  family  of 
Timur."     Nor  was  this  merely  a  ceremony.     He 
devolved  on  Dara  a  part  of  the  Imperial  power  ; 
and  made  an  allowance  of  more  than   two  miU 
lions  a-year,  for  the  expences  of  his  houfehold. 
A  TiirViOi      Soon  after  this  folemn  appointment  of  Dara  to 
embaiTy.    ^|^g  fucceffion,  Shaw  Jehan  made  a  progrefs  of  plea- 
fure  to  the  city  of  Ajmere.     During  his  refidence 
in  that  place,  Zulfikar  Aga,  the  Turkifli  ambaifador, 
arrived  from  Buflora   at  Surat.     He  was  received 
with  the  ufual  honours,  and    efcorted  by  a  party 
of  the  Imperial  cavalry   to   court.     The  prefents 
v/hich   he  brought  to    the   emperor  were   rather 
curious  and  rare,  than  valuable.     He  was  treat- 
ed with  the  higheft  difHnftion  ;    a  table  was  kept 
for  him  at  the  public  cxpence  ;  and  he  was  grati- 
fied with    a    confiderable   prefent   in   money   for 
his  own   private    ufe.      He   remained   for  fome 
months  in  Ilindoflan  ;   and  Caim  Beg,  an  Omrah 
of  difiinction,  returned  with  him  to  Conflantino- 
ple,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor. 
Mar.ja  The  Maraja,  who  owed   his  throne    to  an  Im- 

j^^Jjj^^Jj'^  perial  decifion  againd  his  elder  brother,  the  un- 
fortunate Ainar  Singh,  forgot,  about  this  time, 
the  gratitude  which  he  owed  to  Shaw  Jehan.  He 
Itopt  the  payment  of  the  (lipulated  tribute,  and 
began  to  fortify  the  flrong  city  of  Chitor.  The 
emperor   detached  thirty   thoufand  horfe,  under 
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Sadulla  the  vifier,  to  chalife  him  for  his  infolence,     A.  D. 
and  to  demolilh   the  works.     The  Hindoo  prince     y^f^' 
hung  out  the  flag  of  defiance,  and   the   vilicr  in-      1062. 
veiled  Ghiior.     Parties    were  at    the   fame    time  ^-'^r'-^ 
detached  on  all  fides  to  lay  wafte  the  open  coun- 
try.     The  refractory  prince    had    not    the  fpirit 
neceflary  to  fupport  his   rebellion.     He  fent,  on 
the  eleventh  day,    to    Sadulla   a    mod  fubmiflive 
overture  of  peace.     Tiie  miniiter  referred  him  to 
the  emperor,  Avho  ftill  remained  at  Ajmerej  but 
that  monarch  would  not  receive  the  letters.     Or- 
ders  were  fent  to  proitcute  the  fiege  with  vigour  ; 
and  to  give  no  terms.      The   Maraja,  in  this  ex- 
tremity, found-  means  to  convey  a  prefent  to  Da- 
ra.     'I'har  prince  fofcened  his  •^atLer'i  refsntmrnt ; 
and  the  Maraja.  upon  paying  the  expence  of  the 
war,  was  reinlt?ted  in  his  hereditary  dominions. 

The  mod  memorable  tranfaclion  of  the  year  r^i^^  a"*i 
was  the  promotion  of  Ivlahommed  Jumlsi,  to  the  cf  ju!nla, 
rank  of  five  •  thoufand  horfe.  He  was  recom« 
mended  to  the  emperor  by  the  prince  Aurung- 
zebe  ;  and  as  he  is  to  make  a  great  figure  in  the 
fequel  of  the  hiilory,  there  is  a  propriety  in  pre- 
mifing  fomething  concerning  his  origin  and  gra- 
dual rife.  Jumla  was  a  Perfian,  born  in  Ardiitan, 
a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ifpahan,  His 
parents,  though  of  fijme  rank,  were  extremely 
poor:  he,  hovvever,  found  means  to  acquire fome 
knowledge  of  letters,  which  circuniftance  pro- 
cured for  him  the  place  of  clerk  to  a  diamond 
merchant,  who  made  frequent  journies  to  Gol- 
conda.  In  that  kingdom  he  quilted  his  mailer's 
fervice,  traded  on  his  own  account,  and  acquired 
a  confiderable  fortune,  which  enabled  him  to  pur- 
chafe  a  place  at  the  court  of  Cuttub,  fovereign  of 
Tellingana.  In  that  Ration  he  behaved  fo  well 
that  he  attracted  the  notice  of  his  prince,  who 
raifed  him  to  a  confiderable   rank  in   the   army. 

y  2  His 


2T4  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAl^. 

A-  n.  His  military  promotion  opened  a  field  for  the  abi- 
Hfl  lities  of  Jumla.  He  yielded  to  few  in  conduft; 
1066.  in  courage  to  none.  He  rofe  by  his  merit  to  the 
''■'^^  ^  head  of  the  forces  of  Tellingana.  He  led  the 
army  into  the  Carnatic ;  and,  in  a  war  which 
continued  fix  years,  reduced  that  country  to  fub- 
jedlion.  But  when  he  conquered  for  his  fovereign, 
he  acquired  wealth  for  himfelf.  Cuttub  wifhing 
to  fhare  with  his  general  in  the  fpoil,  difobliged 
him  ;  and  he  attached  himfelf  to  the  fortunes  of 
Aurungzebe,  who  then  commanded  for  his  father 
in  the  conquered  provinces  of  the  Decan.  The 
prince,  who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  charafter, 
faw  fomething  extraordinary  in  Jumla.  He  found 
him,  upon  trial,  a  fit  inftrumcnt  for  his  ambiti- 
on ;  and  he  exerted  all  his  influence  at  court  in 
his  favour. 
rtorro-  Soon  after  the  promotion  of  Jumla,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  the  prince  Suja  was  fent  by  his  father  from 
Bengal  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  the  emperor.  Shaw 
Jehan,  naturally  fond  of  his  pofierity,  was  flruck 
with  the  acconiplifliments  of  his  grandfon  ;  and 
raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  feven  thoufand  horfe. 
To  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  Dara,  always  jealous 
of  didinclions  beftowed  on  his  brothers,  Cipper 
Sheko,  the  fecond  fon  of  that  prince,  was  pro- 
moted  to  the  fame  rank  of  nobility.  A  magni- 
ficent feftival  was  given  on  the  occafion  ;  at  which 
the  dependants  of  the  tvio  dignified  princes  af- 
fified.  Though  jealoufy  prevailed  in  private  be- 
tween the  poflerity  of  Shaw  Jehan,  in  public 
there  was  nothing  but  harmony  and  afiedion : 
Dara  who,  with  the  fiate  of  an  emperor,  poflef- 
fed  alfo  a  part  of  the  power,  treated  the  fon  of 
Suja  with  diflinclion  and  refped.  His  fears  of 
the  ambition  of  Aurungzebe  abforbed  all  his  fuf- 
picions  concerning  the  defigns  of  his  other  bro- 
rhers.     Suii,  v.ho  was  a  man  of  pleafure,  was  not 

fo 
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fo  formidable  as  the  hypocritical  auflerity  of  Au-  a.  d. 
rungzebe  ;  and  the  open  valour  of  Morad,  without  1^5^. 
the  neceflfary  balance  of  prudence,  was  not  an  ob-  1066, 
je6t  of  ferious  terror.  ^* — c — ^ 

On  the  twentieth  of  February,  1656,  the  vifier  Death  and 
died,  after  a  fhort  illnefs.  He  was  forty-feven  ^j^'JI^'^/Jf/ 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  His  af-  fier. 
fiduity  and  ability  in  bufmefs  recommended 
him,  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to  the  empe- 
ror's affedions ;  and  the  bier  of  the  minifler 
was  bathed  with  the  tears  of  his  prince.  His 
parts  were  rather  folid  than  (hining  :  induftry  and 
indefatigable  perfeverance  made  upfor  the  defedls 
of  his  genius.  Experience  rendered  him  mader  of 
the  detail  of  finance ;  and  he  was  by  habit  con- 
verfant  in  the  inferior  intrigues,  which  are  the 
fprings  of  aftions  of  moment.  His  mind  was  too 
much  circumfcribed  in  its  powers,  to  compre- 
hend, at  one  view,  the  great  line  of  public  af- 
fairs ;  but  he  could  execute  with  precifioa 
what  he  could  not  plan  with  judgment.  He  was 
fond  of  military  fame,  but  he  was  unfaccefsful  in 
the  field  ;  though  neither  deficient  in  conduft  nor 
deflitute  of  courage,  Superftition,  which  was 
none  of  the  follies  of  the  age,  was  the  greateft 
defed  in  his  charafter  ;  and  his  fandity  was  faid 
to  be  frequently  a  cloke  for  difhonourable  deeds. 

The  influence  of  Jumla  with  Aurungzebe,  ^'^'^ '" 
was  the  fource  of  a  new  war  in  the  Decan,  though  ^  ^°"  ^ 
another  caufe  was  afligned,  to  reconcile  the  em- 
peror to  the  meafure.  Cuttub  Shaw,  fovereign  of 
Tellingana  and  of  a  great  part  of  Golconda,  had, 
upon  the  defertion  of  Jumla,  imprifoned  the  fon 
of  that  lord,  and  feized  upon  his  wealth.  Au- 
rungzebe complained,  in  repeated  letters,  of  Cut- 
tub  to  his  father  ;  alleging,  that  he  was  dilatory 
in  the  payment  of  his  annual  tribute  to  the  em- 
pire.    He  therefore  applied  for  leave  to  bring  the 

refradlory 


2i6  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

A.  P.     refraclorv  prince  to  reafon  by  force.     The  empe- 
l^s''-      ror,  jealous  of  his  authority,  gave  penniffion  for 
1066.      the  march  of  an  army  into  the  dominions  of  Cut- 
'^ "-V — -  tub.     Mahommcd,  the  eldelt  fon  of  Aurungzcbe, 
commanded  in  this  expedition  ;    a  brave,  an   ob- 
ftinate,  and  a    haughtv  priuce,  not  to  be   fwayed 
from  his  purpofe  either  by  argument  or  fear. 
Mahnm-         IMahommcd,  at   the  head   of  twenty  thoufand 
i^iTof  An-  horfe,  entered  faddeniv  the  dominions  of  Cuttub  ; 
rmi^zebe    and  that  prince,  expecting   nothing  Icfs  than  hof- 
tilities,  was  totally  unprepared  for  war.     He  fent 
meflci.gers  to  the  canrp   cf  the  Imperi  ,!lPis  ;  and 
paid  down  the  arrears  of  the  tribute,     tie,  at  the 
fame  time,  releafed  Amin,  the  Ton  of  Jumla  ;  and 
endeavoured  to  footh  jMahommed  with  rich  pre- 
fents.     This,  however,  was  not  the  fole  objedl  of 
the  expedition  of  the  Impeiialifls.     The  fortune 
of  Jumia  was  (iill  in  ihc  bands  of  Cuttub.      A  juft 
reftitution  was  demanded  ;   and  tlie  latter  in  vain 
objecled,  that  the  accounts  between  him  and  Jum- 
la were  not  fetrled  ;  and,   therefore,  that  till  they 
were  adjulled,  he  could  form  no  judgment  of  the 
fum  which  ought  to  be  paid.    Mrdiommed  continu- 
ed obilinate,  and  advanced   to  the   gates  of   Hy- 
drabad.     When  things   appeared  ready  to   come 
to  extremities,  a  few  chefts  of  money  and  fome 
ca(kets  of  jewels    were    delivered  by   C^uttub,   as 
the  whole  wealth  of  Jumla.     Amin  made  greater 
claims  in  the  name  of  his  father  ;  and  the  prince, 
offended  at  the  prevarications  of  Cuttub,  ordered 
him  to  come  out  of  the  city  to  do  him  homage,  as 
the  grandfon  of  his  emperor  and  lord. 
takes  Hy-       The  pride  of  Cuttub  was  dill  greater  than  his 
drabad,      avarice.     His  mind  revolted  againit  the  very  idea 
of  homage  ;  and  his  rage  overcame  his  prudence. 
Mahommed  entered  Hydrabad.     Death  and  con- 
fufion  filled   every  flreet,  and  the  city  was  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  ravages  of  fire  and  fword.     The  fpoil 

was 
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was    great,   but   the  deftruction   was     immenfe.     A.D. 
The  avarice  of  the  Imperialilts  was  defeated  by      Jj.^j'- 
their  fury.     'J'he  riames  moved    quicker  than    de-      1066. 
predation  ;  fo  that  except  filver,  gold,  and  jewels,  "'^'^      ^ 
which  neither  the  rage  of  men  nor  of  fire  could 
deftroy,  nothing  of  value  remained  to  the  conque- 
rors. 

Cuttub,  from  this  fcene  of  flauehter,  tumult  and  de- 
and  ruin,  fled  to  the  old  city  of  Golconda,  which  kVp^  of 
flood  about  fix  miles  from  Hydrabad.  A  number  Golconda. 
of  his  troops  and  many  of  the  citizens  followed 
their  fovereign.  Mahommed  immediately  invelf- 
ed  Golconda.  Cuttub,  in  his  diftrefs,  refolved 
to  try  the  fortune  of  the  field.  He  accordingly 
marched  out  with  fix  thoufand  horfe,  twelve  thou- 
fand  foot,  and  a  great  rabble  of  half-armed  men, 
to  give  battle  to  the  Imperialifts.  The  affair  was 
foon  decided.  Cuttub  was  defeated ;  and  the 
enemy  entered  the  city  at  his  heels.  The  horrors 
of  war  were  renewed  in  every  form.  Mahom- 
med waded  through  blood  ;  Cuttub  threw  him- 
felf  at  his  feet,  but  he  was  not  to  be  appeafed  by 
fubmiffion.  The  unfortunate  prince  at  length  pro- 
duced his  beautiful  daughter,  Rizia,  to  the  vic- 
tor, and  he  fheathed  his  fword.  He  married  her 
in  form,  and  a  magnificent  feftival  was  held  to 
celebrate  the  nuptials.  Mirth  was  mixed  with 
forrow  ;  and  pageants  of  joy  with  the  folemn  fu- 
nerals of  the  dead. 

Mahommed,  after  finifhing  with  more  good  ^ftiirns  to 
fortune  than  reputation  the  war  with  Cuttub,  re- 
turned to  his  father,  who  refided  at  Brampour. 
Aurungzebe  wrote  a  pompous  account  of  thefuc- 
cefs  of  his  fon  to  the  emperor  ;  and  that  monarch 
raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  eleven  thoufand  horfe. 
Shaifta,  the  fon  of  the  late  vifier  Afiph,  was  fe- 
cond  in  command  in  the  expedition  againlt  Hydra- 
tad  J  and  he,  as  a  reward   for   his  fervices,  was 
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A.  D.  dignified  with  the  honours  of  fix  thoufand  horfe, 
}^5i-  Jumla,  who  had  hitherto  remained  with  Aurung- 
jo6>     zebe  at  Brampour,    charged  himfelf  with  the  let- 

Sfr^( — -^  ters  of  that  prince  to  his  father.  His  fon  Amin 
attended  him  to  court  ;  and  both  were  received 
with  diflinguifhed  marks  of  kindnefs  and  efteera. 
His  knowledge  and  abilities  recommended  Jumla, 
in  a  high  degree.  The  place  of  vifier  was  vacant 
by  the  death  of  SaduUa,  and  notwithflanding  the 
remonftrances  of  Dara,  who  was  averfeto  Jumla 
on  account  of  his  attachment  to  Aurungzebe, 
that  lord  was  invefled  with  the  higheft  office  in 
rhe  empire.  The  avaiice  of  the  emperor  joined 
iffue,  in  this  promotionj  with  the  merit  of  Jumla. 
When  he  received  the  feals,  the  prefents  which  he 
made  amounted  to  more  than  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  of  our  money. 

War  with       The  emperor,  foon  after  the  promot'on  of  Jum« 

Shaw.  ^^»  ^'-*^^  ^  ^"-"^^  ^^  pleafure  toward  the  north. 
Having  hunted  for  fome  time  in  the  forefls  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  he  returned  to  Agra  ;  and, 
upon  his  arrival,  received  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Adil,  king  of  Bijapour.  The  principal 
officers  at  the  court  of  Adil,  without  alking  per- 
miffixn  of  the  emperor,  raifed  the  fon  of  the  de- 
ceafed  to  the  throne.  This  conduct  was  highly 
refented  by  ShawJehan,  who  confidered  the  do- 
minions of  Bijapour  as  an  appendage  of  the  em- 
pire. The  expedient  upon  which  he  fell,  was,  in 
Ibme  meafure,  the  fource  of  his  misfortunes. 
The  new  vifier  was  ordered  with  twenty  thoufand 
hprfe  into  Bijapour,  to  depofe  the  fon  of  Adil, 
till  he  fhould  make  his  fubmiffions  in  the  Im- 
perial prefence.  Amin,  who  was  his  father's  de- 
puty in  his  high  office,  remained  at  court  to  carry 
on  the  bufinefs  of  that  department. 
Death  nnd  In  the  mouth  of  November  of  the  year  1656, 
of  Aif ^'    ^i^4  -A-ii  Murdan,  the  nominal  captain-general  of 
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the  Imperial  forces,  on  his  return  from  Agra  to 
his  province  of  Cafhmire.  His  defection  from 
his  ibvereign,  the  emperor  of  Perfia,  and  his  de- 
livering up  the  important  fortrefs  of  Candahar, 
had  highly  recommended  him  to  Shaw  Jchan ; 
and  he  had  abilities  to  keep  the  favour  which  he 
had  once  acquired.  The  defigns  of  Shaw  Sefi 
againft  his  life,  were  a  fufficient  apology  for  his 
revolt  from  that  prince  ;  and  the  fidelity  with 
which  he  ferved  his  benefactor,  is  a  proof  that 
neceffity  was  the  fole  caufe  of  his  treachery.  He 
was  rather  a  dignified  than  a  great  charader ; 
more  fit  for  the  fatigues  of  the  field  than  for  the 
intrigues  of  the  clofet.  He  was  a  faithful  fervant 
to  his  prince,  a  conftant  and  unfhaken  friend, 
an  adive  and  a  gallant  officer.  A  love  of  money, 
which  did  not  amount  to  abfolute  avarice,  was  the 
greatefl  defeft  of  his  mind  ;  but,  were  we  to  judge 
from  the  number  of  his  dependants,  he  was  poifeffed 
of  a  generous  difpofition.  Being  always  abfent 
from  court  in  the  government  of  various  provinces, 
he  had  no  opportunity  for  expending  his  vaft  in- 
come ;  and  he  therefore  amaiTed  great  wealth. 
The  emperor  became  the  heir  of  his  fortune, 
which,  in  money  and  jewels,  amounted  to  one 
million  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand 
pounds. 

Intelligence  of  the  march  of  Jumla  flew  before  Fxpedi- 
him  to  the  kingdom  of  Bijapour.  Ah,  the  vifier  Bijapour- 
of  the  deceafed  Adil,  who  had  raifed  the  fon  of 
that  prince  to  the  throne,  had  forefeen  the  florm 
which  was  now  gathering  over  his  head.  He  le- 
vied forces ;  he  fortified  his  difmantled  caftles  and 
towns.  Jumla,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  to 
Brampour.  Aurungzebe  joined  him  with  his 
forces ;  and,  with  his  ufual  affected  humility, 
pretended  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  command  of 
j:is  father's  vifier.     That  minifler,  however,  was 

too 
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A.  D.  ^00  much  attached  to  the  inrerefts  of  the  prince 
j^57-  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  modcdy ;  and  though 
1067.      Juml.i  bore  the  naine  of  commander  in  chief,  the 

'^«.'^,--*^  orders  of  Aurungzehe  were  only  iflTued  and  obey* 
ed.  The  greatefl:  harmony  fubfiflcd  between  them  ; 
for  they  reckoned  this  prefent  expedition  as  a 
fortunate  prelude  to  their  future  defigns. 

Siege  of         The  rapid  march   of    the   Imperialills   difcon- 

^"^^'''  certed  the  meafures  of  Ah'.  He  had  collefted 
an  army,  but  it  was  too  fmall  and  tlie  troops 
too  raw  to  rifque  the  fortune  of  the  field.  He 
threw  a  numerous  garrifon  into  Bider,  which 
is  one  of  the  ftrongeil  places  in  llindoflan. 
With  a  body  of  cavalry  he  himfelf  haraifed  the 
enemy,  leaving  the  command  at  Bider  to  J*ui 
Jifii ;  who  had  been  thirty  years  governor  of 
that  important  fortrefs.  Aurungzebe  arriving 
before  Bider,  reconnoitred  it  with  great  attention 
and  care.  He  forefaw  the  dilFiculty  which  would 
attcrd  a  fiege  ;  and  he  endeavoured,  by  bribes 
and  large  promifes,  tr,  corrupt  the  fidelity  of 
jiOl.  That  old  officer  rejected  his  pinpofals  with 
indignation  and  difdain ;  and  the  prince,  de- 
fpairlng  of  fuccefs  by  intrigue,  prepared  to  enfure 
it  by  force  :  he  accordingly  made  his  approaches 
to  Bider. 

Thaf  city  Oil  the  tvventy-feventh  day  of  the  fiegf,  a  mine 
being  fprung,  a  practicable  breach  was  made  in 
the  firlt  wall.  Aurungzebe,  wifliing  to  make  a 
lodgment  within  the  wall,  ordered  an  alfault.  It 
happent  d  that  one  of  the  principi^l  magazines  of 
the  place  was  under  a  great  badion  in  the  fecond 
wall,  oppofite  to  the  breach.  The  befieged  hav- 
ing cxj^ended  all  their  granadoes  and  amnmnition 
in  repelling  the  attack,  this  magazine  was  thrown 
open,  that  they  might  fupply  ihemfclves  with 
more.  A  rocket  by  accident  fell  near  the  door 
of  the   magazine,  upon   fome  powder  th^t  ha4 

becq 


SHAW      J  E  H  A  N.  221 

been   fcattered   there   in  the  confufion.     It  took     A  d. 
fire,    and,    communicating    with   the    magazine,      '.^^^ 
blew  up  the  baflion,  which  was  covered  with  peo-      1067* 
pie,  and  deftroyed  the  greateft   part  of  the  garri-  ^— ^r"^-' 
fon,  who  had  been  drawn  together  into  that  place 
to  oppofe   the  enemy.      The   governor   and    his 
three    Tons   were    numbered    among     the   dead. 
The  affailants,  in  the    mean  time,  luffered  confi- 
derably  from    ihc   expIoHon.     The  whole   place, 
was   expofed.     The  ImperialiRs    took  advantage 
of  the  confternation  ot  the  iurviving  part  of  the 
enemy.     A   thick  darknefs,    occafioned    by    the 
fmoke  and    duff,    covered   Bider :     Aurungzebe 
rufhed  over  the  ruins  :  and  when   licrht  becan  to 
appear,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  midfl  of  the  cita- 
del.    Though  there  w'as  no  refillance,  death    ra- 
vaged all   around  him  ;    for    even  his    authority 
could  not  appeafe,  for  feme    time,     the    rage  of 
the  troops. 

Ali,  who  had  looked  on  Bider  as  impregnable,  Adii  Shaw 
had  depofited  in  that  city  the  greateO:  part  of  his  ^'  ^^^^  ' 
young  fovereign's  wealth ;  and  Aurungzebe  ac- 
quired an  immenfe  treafure  as  well  as  an  unex- 
pected reputation,  from  the  capture  of  the  place. 
The  m'nifter,  though  firuck  v>'ith  the  lofs  of  his 
ftrongeli  fortrefs,  did  not  give  all  his  hopes  away. 
He  collected  a  numerous  army  of  Abyffinian  mer- 
cenaries under  the  walls  of  Kilburga  ;  and  placed 
the  prince  at  their  head.  Aurungzebe  defpifed 
the  enemy  too  much  to  march  againfl  him  in  per- 
fon.  He  detached  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  under 
the  command  of  Mohabet,  toward  Kiiburga  ; 
whildhe  himfelf  fat  dov%'n  before  Kallian,  which, 
after  a  fiege  of  a  few  weeks,  fell  into  his  hands. 
Mohabet,  in  the  mean  time,  came  to  battle  with 
Ali,  and  defeated  his  mercenary  army  with  great 
(laughter.  Aurungzebe  hi.nfelf  arrived  in  the 
campfoon  after  the  battle,  and  inverted  Kilburga, 
where  the  fugitives  had  taken  refuge, 

Kilburga 
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Kilburga  was  large  and  well  fortified.  The 
garrifon  was  numerous,  and  made  frequent  failles. 
They  at  length  ilTued  forth  with  their  whole  force, 
came  to  battle,  and  were  driven  back  into  the  city 
with  great  {laughter.  Thefe  repeated  efforts  weak- 
ened thofe  within  ;  but  one  of  the  generals  of 
young  Adil,  who  commanded  a  body  of  horfe, 
was  very  active  in  haraffmg  from  without,  the 
Imperial  army.  He  cut  off  their  convoys  ;  and 
a  fcarcity  prevailed  in  their  camp.  Aurungzcbe, 
however,  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  defigns. 
He  carried  on  the  fiege  with  unabating  diligence  ; 
and,  having  made  a  pradicable  breach  in  the 
walls,  he  took  Kilburga  by  alfault  on  the  eleventh 
of  June,  1657.  Adil,  led  by  his  minifter  AH, 
threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror.  The 
tribute  of  Bijapour  was  fixed  at  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  feveniy-five  thoufand  pounds  ;  and 
a  great  fum  toward  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
war,  was  paid  down  by  Adil.  He,  at  the  fame 
time,  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  flrongefl:  forts, 
and  to  fettle  eftates  upon  fome  of  the  adherents  of 
Aurungzcbe.  That  prince  having  changed  the 
name  of  the  city  of  Bider  to  that  of  Zifferabad,  or 
the  City  of  Vidtory,  returned  in  triumph  to  Bram- 
pour,  the  feat  of  his  government. 
Piatiscon-  Junila,  the  vificr  of  the  empire,  remained  in 
ccrted  be-  ^j^g  armv  durin;?  the  war  againft:  Bijapour.  Af- 
vifieraiid  tcr  the  takmg  ot  i5ider,  the  name  or  Aurung- 
fX""^"  '^'^^^  appeared  firfl  in  the  commilfion  for  com- 
manding the  army.  The  attachment  and  grati- 
tude of  jumla  to  that  prince,  induced  him  to 
rcqucft  the  emperor  to  confer  upon  him  the  ho- 
nour as  well  as  the  power  in  the  expedition.  The 
nicafure  befidcs  was  favourable  to  their  Concerted 
plans  of  ambition.  Shaw  Jehan  was  no\V  become 
aged  ;  and  his  exceflts  in  venery  had  v/cakened 

his 
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his  conftltutlon.     The  fcene  of  ambition  was  not     a.  D. 
diflant ;  and  Aurungzebe,  who   had  opened  his      [J57. 
whole  foul  to  Jumla,  had  concerted  all  his  future      ,06^-'. 
meafures   with  that  lord.     Orders,  in  the  mean  's^, — ^ 
time,  arrived,  for  the  vifier  to  return  to   court. 
Having  fworn  fidelity  and  fecrecy  to  one  another, 
the  prince  and  the  minifter  parted  at  the  gates  of 
Brampour. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  September,  1657,  Shaw  Emperor 
Jehan  was  fuddenly  feized,  in  the  city  of  Delhi,  ^^^^^  ^^''- ■ 
with  a  paralytic  diforder,  accompanied  with  a  vio- 
lent flrangury.  He  remained  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
fenfibility  for  feveral  days,  and  all  hopes  of  his 
recovery  vanifhed.  But  by  the  copious  bleeding 
prefcribed  by  his  phyficians,  he  was  at  length 
relieved.  His  diforder,  however,  returned,  though 
not  with  the  fame  violence ;  and,  on  the  occafion, 
the  cuftomary  edidl  for  the  remiffion  of  the  taxes 
due  for  the  year,  when  the  life  of  the  emperor  is 
in  danger,  was  iffued,  with  the  ufual  formalities. 
Large  fums  were,  at  the  fame  time,  given  to  the 
poor,  and  to  Fakiers  of  reputed  fandity,  for  their 
prayers  to  Heaven  for  the  recovery  of  Shaw  je- 
han. The  mofques  were  filled  with  the  devout; 
and  the  people  in  general  expreffed  unfeigned 
grief  at  the  danger  of  a  monarch,  under  whofe 
auipicious  reign  they  had  enjoyed  protection  and 
happinefs.  All  bufinefs  was  fufpended  in  Delhi. 
Silence  prevailed  over  the  whole  place  ;  except 
when  that  filence  was  broken  by  anxious  enquiries 
concerning  the  emperor's  health.  Shaw  Jehan 
was  a  ftranger  to  the  interefl:  which  he  poflefled 
in  the  hearts  of  his  fubjefts,  till  he  fell  into  a 
difeafe  which  was  thought  mortal  by  all. 

The  emperor  being  by  his  diforder  rendered  Dara  af- 
incapable  of  giving  any  attention  to  bufinefs,  the  gp'^ern-'* 
management  of  public  affairs  fell   into   the   hands  ment. 
of  Dara.     His  father  had  prepared  for  an  acci- 
dent 
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A.  n.  (^ent  which  might  occafion  a  fufpenfion  of  go- 
''J57-  vernment.  An  cdift  had  fome  time  before  been 
,-,6^'.      iniidd,  bearing  that  the  fignec  of  Dara  (hould  be 

'"—— r""^-' confidered  as  equally  valid  xvirh  that  of  the  em- 
peror, throu;^h  all  the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of 
'limur.  The  prince,  however,  till  Shaw  Jehan 
fell  ill,  made  no  ufe  of  this  extraordinary  power. 
When  his  father  became  infenfible,  Dara  mounted 
the  throne.  Warm,  vehement,  and  precipitate, 
he  aded  the  fovereign  with  too  much  violence. 
lie  iifued  out  a  public  order,  that  no  perfon 
whatever  (liould  preiumxe,  under  pain  of  death, 
to  hold  any  correfpondence  with  his  brothers, 
upon  the  prefent  polture  of  affairs.  The  agents 
of  Aurungzcbe  and  Morad  at  court,  were  feized, 
with  their  papers,  and  imprifoned.  The  money 
in  their  hands,  on  account  of  the  princes,  was 
locked  up ;  and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  conducl  of 
Dara  betrayed  the  moft  violent  fufpicions  of  the 
defigns  of  his  brothers. 

His  vio-  The  fufpenfion  of  the  vifier  was  among  Dara*s 
fird  ads  of  power.  He  fufpe6ted  his  fidelity,  as 
being  raifed  to  his  office  by  the  influence  of  Au- 
rungzebe.  An  Indian  prince,  by  the  title  of 
Rai  Raian,  was  made  temporary  vifier;  for  the 
commifTions  given  by  Dara  were  limited  exprefsly 
to  the  time  of  the  emperor's  illncfs.  The  prince, 
in  the  mean  time,  ordered  all  the  nobles  into  the 
hall  of  prefence.  He  explained  to  them,  with 
unfeigned  tears,  the  hopelefs  condition  of  the 
emperor.  He  hinted  the  ambition  of  his  bro- 
thers ;  and  the  dangers  which  would  arife  to  the 
empire  from  a  civil  war.  "  The  emperor,"  faid 
he,  "  more  from  an  idea  of  jufl:ice,  than  from 
any  fuperior  affedion  to  me,  has  appointed  me 
his  fuccefibr  in  the  throne;  and  I  find,  in  my 
own  mind,  no  inclination  to  rclinquifh  what 
Heaven  and  my  father  have  thrown  into  my  hands. 

Thofe, 
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Thofe,  therefore,  who  will  fliow  the  earlieH:  zeal     A.  D. 
in    my   fupport,    fhall   command    my    gratitude,      '^fj* 
Be  explicit  and  open,  as  I  always  am  ;  and  re-      io6S. 
folve  to  continue  faithful.     Such  of  you   as   owe  '^^'-^^i-^^ 
favours  to  my  brothers,  will  not  ferve  me  with 
zeal.     Let    them,    therefore,  in   their  prudence, 
retire  to  iheir  houfes.     I  want  not  their  pretended 
fupport ;  and  I  will  not  bear  with  their  intrigues 
in  favour  of  others.*'     The  wifhes  of  the  prince 
were  commands.     The  lords,  who  had  eftates  in 
Bengal,  in  Guzerat,  and  in  the  Decan,  the  go- 
vernments of  Suja.   Morad,  and  Aurungzebe,  to 
avoid  fufpicion,  confined  themfelves  at  home. 

On  tiie  eighteenth  of  October,  the  emperor  Empemr 
being  much  recovered  of  his  dilbrder,  was  placed  ^gra. 
by  his  '.on  in  a  barge,  which  was  ordered  gra- 
dually to  fall  down  die  Jumna  to  Agra.  The 
ar-myand  court  moved  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  with  fiow  marches,  under  the  coiiirriand 
of  Dara;'who,  though  he  palTed  the  mofl  of  his 
time  with  his  father,  fpent  the  night  always 
alhore.  Several  arrangements  were  made  in  the 
greater  offices,  during  this  prcgrefs.  Chilulla 
was  fent  back  to  the  government  of  Delhi ;  and 
Danifmund  was  turned  out  of  his  office  of  pay-  ' 

mafter-general  of  the  Imperial  forces.  Amin, 
the  fon  of  Jumla,  had  found  means  to  recom- 
mend himfelf  to  Dara ;  and,  notwithftandingthat 
prince's  averfion  to  his  father,  the  fon  was  raifcd 
to  the  vacant  office  of  Danifmund. 

The  tour  from  Delhi  was  recommend^id  to  the  f^ecovera. 
emperor,  for  the  re-ePtabliffiment  of  his  health  ; 
and  he  gradually  recovered  on  the  way.  Oa  the 
i6lh  of  November,  1657,  he  arrived  at  a  palace 
in  the  country  near  Agra,  and  he  continued 
daily  to  mend,  till  the  7th  of  February,  i6c8,  on 
which  day  he  entered  Agra  in  perfe6l  health. 
The  populace,  who  had  exhibited  their  aucCt'ioa 

in 
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A  D.  in  filent  forrow  durino:  his  illnefs,  crowded  round 
'^.5^-  him  with  tumultuous  joy.  His  heart  was  opened 
io6S.  at  the  fiiouts  of  his  people;  and  he  ordered  con- 
^^-•nr^*-'  fiderable  fums  to  be  didributed  among  the  poorer 
fort.  The  firft  thing  he  did  after  his  arrival  in 
the  Imperial  palace,  was  to  enquire  for  Jumla, 
the  late  vifier.  He  was,  however,  told  that, 
during  his  illnefs,  that  lord  had  applied  to  him 
for  leave  to  proceed  to  the  Decan,  and  that  the 
leave  had  been  granted.  He  fent  for  Dara.  The 
prince  appeared  before  him ;  and  was  feverely 
reprimanded,  for  difmiffing  fo  able  a  man  from 
an  office  which  demanded  abilities.  *'  But 
Jumla,"  faid  he,  "  muft  be  difgraced,  fmce 
you  will  have  it  fo.  Dara  is  to  be  my  fucceflbr 
in  the  throne ;  and  the  authority  of  the  heir  of 
the  empire  mufl  not  be  diminifhed,  by  the  refto- 
ration  of  men  whom  he  has  difmified  in  his  dif- 
pleafure/' 
t-ivnuv  for  Dara  had  beftowed  great  attention  and  care  on 
Dara,  j^jg  father  during  his  illnefs.  He  fat  often,  for 
whole  nights,  by  his  fide ;  and  watched  the  very 
motion  of  his  eye,  to  fupply  him  in  all  his  wants. 
When  the  emperor  was  at  the  point  of  death, 
the  prince  dropt  unfeigned  tears ;  and  he  could 
not  fupprefs  his  joy  when  the  firft  dawn  of  his 
father's  recovery  appeared.  But  if  Dara's  filial 
piety  was  great,  the  emperor*s  gratitude  was  not 
lefs.  He  exhibited  to  his  fon  unbounded  tefli- 
monies  of  his  affe£lion  and  regard.  He  raifed 
him  to  the  honours  of  fixty  thoufand  horfe  ;  and, 
in  one  day,  gave  him  jewels  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand in  fpecie,  and  an  order  upon  certain  reve- 
nues to  the  amount  of  three  millions  more. 
Three  hundred  Arabian  horfcs,  with  rich  furni- 
tures, and  a  number  of  elephants  were,  at  the 
fame  time,  beftowed  on  the  prince  by  the  lavifh 

band 
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hand  of  his  father.     "  He  who   prefers  the  life     a.  d. 
of  an  aged  parent,"  faid   Shaw  Jehan,    "  to   the      '^^s. 
throne  of  India,  can  never  be  fufficiently  paid      1068'. 
for  his  filial  piety."  ' — -t—^ 

Though  Dara  laid  down  the  name  of  autho-  vyhocar- 
rity  at  the  recovery   of  his   father,  his   influence  fo'ehimat 
was  equal  to  actual  power.     Soliman   Sheko,  his  court, 
elded  fon,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  ten 
thoufand  horfe,  to  fupprefs  fome   difliurbances  in 
the  province  of  Allahabad;  his  fecond  fon,  Cip- 
per  Sheko,  was  raifed  to  the  government  of  Be- 
har ;  and  Bahadur  was  fent  as  the  deputy  of  the 
prince,  to   manage    the    affairs   of  the  province. 
The  Rana,  JefTwint  Singh,  who  adhered  to   the 
intereft  of  Dara,  was  raifed  to  a  higher  degree  of 
nobility.     All  means  were  ufed  to   attach  the  af- 
fe(fi:ions    of   the   grandees    to    the    heir-apparent.  - 
Jaffier  Chan,  known   long  for  his   abilities,  was 
placed  in  the  high  office  of  vifier ;  Mohabet  was 
fent  to  the  government  of  Cabul,  on  account  of 
his  hatred  to  Aurungzebe;  and   the   Rana,  who 
had  been  faved  from  deftruction  at  the  intercef- 
fion  of  Dara,  was  gratified  with  the  rich  and  ex= 
tenfive  province  of  Malava. 
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CHAP.     VI. 


Caufe  of  the  civil  war — Character  of  the  Emperor*! 
fnm — Dara — Siija — Aurungzebe — Mordd — 5k- 
ja  takes  the  field — Defeated  by  Solimdn  the  fon  of 
Dara — Mordd  rebels  in  Guzerat — Auriingzebe 
in  the  Dec  an — Marches  to  Brampour — Battle  of 
the  Nirbidda — Preparations  and  obfitnacy  of  Dara 
— Oppofes  Aiirungzebe — Totally  defeated  near 
Agra — Reflexions. 

A.  D.       Q 

^\yI'  O^^AW  Jehan,  after  a  reign  of  thirty  years  of 
rc68.  profperity,  found  himfelf  fuddenly  involved  in 
— (~^^  trouble  and  misfortune.  The  ftorm  had  been 
Caufe  of  long  gathering :  it  was  forefeen,  but  nothing 
could  prevent  it  from  falling.  The  emperor, 
with  abilities  for  bufinefs,  was  addifted  to  plea- 
fure ;  and,  though  he  was  decifive  in  the  prefent 
moment,  he  was  improvident  of  the  future.  His 
affeflion  for  his  fons  was  the  fource  of  the  cala- 
mities which  fliook  his  empire.  Pleafed  with 
their  promifmg  parts  when  young,  he  furniflied 
them  with  opportunities  for  exerting  their  talents 
in  the  cabinet,  as  well  as  in  the  field  ;  and  when 
they  became,  by  their  own  merit,  objects  of  pub- 
lic attention,  it  was  dangerous,  if  not  imprac- 
ticable,   to   reduce    them   into   private   flations. 

The 


the  civil 
wars 


S  H  A  W     J  E  H  A  N.  229 

The  unfettled    fyftem  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown    a.D. 
had  rouzed   their  ambition,  and  awakened  their     if.^^* 
fears.     They  were  to  each  other  objeds  of  terror,     1068. 
as  well  as  of  envy.     They  all    looked  forward  ^-"-k""^^ 
with  anxiety  to  the  death  of  their  father ;  and 
each  faw  in  that  gloomy  point,  either  a  throne  or 
a  grave.     Their  hopes   and   fears  increafed  with 
their  growing  age.     They   had   provided   them- 
felves  againft  the  important  event  of  his  demife ; 
and  when  he  was  feized  with  what  was  deemed  a 
mortal   difeafe,  they  broke   forth   at  once  from 
that  filent  refpe£l,  which  their  reverence  for  the 
perfon  and  authority  of  a  parent  had  hitherto  im- 
pofed  on  their  minds. 

The  means  of  ambition,  which  their  refpeclive  VicAsof 
ranks  in  the  empire  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  ^Jj^^g^f^s!" 
each  of  the  fons  of  Shaw  Jehan,  were  great ;  but 
their  boldnefs  to  carry  their  fchemes  into  execu- 
tion was  greater  flill.  High-fpirited  and  intre- 
pid, they  wi(hed  for  no  object  which  their  natu- 
ral courage  durft  not  attempt  to  obtain:  they 
were  born  for  enterprize,  and  though  beyond 
meafure  ambitious,  they  loved  danger  more  than 
power.  Each  was  poflefled  of  armies  and  of 
treafures  :  and,  bein^  rivals  in  fame  as  well  as  in 
influence,  they  loft  all  affedtion  for  one  another,  in 
the  more  violent  paflions  of  the  mind.  Dara, 
veiled  with  his  claim  of  primogeniture,  as  well 
as  with  his  father's  declaration  in  favour  of  his 
fucceffion,  conflrued  the  ambition  of  his  brothers 
into  rebellion.  Suja,  in  poffeffion  of  Bengal, 
was  carried  by  his  pride  to  the  refolution  of  feiz- 
ing  the  whole  empire :  Aurungzebe  covered  his 
ambition  with  motives  of  religion  ;  and  the  vehe- 
ment Morad  arrogated  all  to  himfelf  by  his  cou- 
rage. The  figure  which  the  brothers  are  to  make 
in  the  fucceeding  fcenes,  feems  to  demand  a  de- 
lineation of  their  refpeftive  charaders, 
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A.  I).         Dara,  the  elded  fon  of  Shaw  Jehan,  was  polite 
l^?^-      in  his  converfation,  affable,  open  and  free.     He 
1068.      was  eafy  of  accefs,  acute  in  obfervation,  learned, 
^^-^~r — *^  witty  and  graceful  in  all   his  actions.     He  pryed 
Charaaer   Hot  into  the  fecrets   of  others  ;  and   he  had  no 
ofDava.     fg(;j.et   himfelf,  but   what  he  difdained  to  hide. 
He  came  fairly  upon  mankind  ;  he  concealed  no- 
thing   from   them,    and    he    expelled    that    faith 
which    he   freely   gave.     Adive,  lively,  and  full 
of  fire,  he  was  perfonally  brave ;  and  he  forgot 
misfortune  in  the  vehemence  of  his  mind  ;  which, 
negleding  pad   evils,  looked    forward   to  future 
good.     Though  elevated  with  fuccefs,  he  never 
was  dejefted  by  bad  fortune ;  and  though  no  be- 
liever in  a  particular  providence,  he  met  with  all 
the  incidents  of  life  as  if  they  had  been  immove- 
ably  determined  by  Fate.     In  his  public  charac- 
ter, he  was  fometimes  morofe,  frequently  haugh- 
ty,   always    obflinate,    and    full  of  pride.     Self- 
fufficient   in   his   opinions,  he   fcarce   could  hear 
advice  with  patience;  and  all   he  required  of  his 
friends  was  implicit  obedience  to   his  commands. 
But,  with  this  appearance  of  ill-nature,  he  was 
in  his  difpofiiion  humane  and  kind  ;  for  though 
he  was  often  padionate,  his  rage  was  not  deflruc- 
tive ;  and  it  paff-d  fuddenly  away  without  leaving 
a  trace  of  malice  behind.     h\  his  private  charac- 
ter Dara  was,  in  every  refpevH",  unexceptionable. 
He  was  an  indulgent  parent,  a  faithful  huiband, 
a  dutiful  fon.     When  he  returned  at  night  to  his 
family,  the  darknefs  which  had  covered  his  brow, 
throughout   the   day,  was   difpelled  ;  his   counte- 
nance  was  lightened  up  with  joy.  and  his  whole 
converfation  difplayed  a  peculiar  ferenity  and  be- 
nevolence   of  difpofition.      Though    no    enemy, 
from  principle,  to  plcafure,  he  was  naturally  vir- 
tuous ;   and    he    filled    up    his   Itifure   time  with 
ihidy,  indead  of  thofc   enervating    indulgences, 

which 
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which   render   the   princes   of  the   Eafl   effemi-     a.  d. 
nate.  \^.^'^' 

Suja  was  humane  in  his  difpofition,  averfe  to  joos'. 
cruehy,  an  enemy  to  oppreffion.  In  the  execu-  '^— ni-^ 
tion  of  juftice,  he  had  no  refpe^l  of  perfons  but  Of  Suja. 
when  the  natural  tendernefs  of  his  difpofition  gave 
his  mind  a  bias  toward  the  unfortunate.  Though 
honefl,  hke  his  brother  Dara,  he  was  not  fo  open 
and  free.  He  never  told  a  falfehood  ;  but  he  did 
not  always  tell  the  whole  of  the  truth.  He  v.-as  more 
tranquil,  more  ciofe  and  referved  than  Dara  ;  and 
he  was  more  fitted  for  the  intrigues  of  party,  and 
that  management  which  is  neceffary  to  dired  the 
various  paffions  of  men  to  one  point.  He  was 
generous  to  his  friends  ;  he  did  not  difdain  to 
hear  their  advice,  though  he,  for  the  moft  part, 
followed  his  own  judgment  of  things.  He  was 
fond  of  pomp  and  magnificence;  and  much  addicled  . 
to  the  pleafures  of  the  haram.  Graceful  and 
aftivein  his  own  perfon,  beloved  in  wo.mtn  that 
complete  fymmetry  of  limbs  which  rendered 
himfelf  the  favourite  of  the  fex;  and  he  fpared 
no  expence  in  filling  his  feraglio  with  ladles  re- 
markable for  their  beauty  and  accomplilhments. 
In  their  fociety  he  fpent  too  much  of  his  time  ; 
but  the  warmth  of  his  conRitution  did  not  make 
him  ne^leQ  the  necelTary  affairs  of  life.  Durinc: 
his  long  government  of  Bengal,  he  v/on  the  af- 
fections of  the  people  by  the  foftnefs  of  his  man- 
ners, and  his  exa6l  and  rigorous  execution  of  juf- 
tice ;  and  the  country  flourifhed  in  commerce 
and  agriculture,  under  the  proteclion  which  he 
invariably  gave  to  induftry.  In  battle  he  was 
brave  ;  nor  was  he  deftitute  of  the  talents  neceifa- 
ry  for  a  general;  and  we  mull  attribute  his 
misfortunes  in  the  field  to  the  effeminacy  of  his 
troops,  more  than  to  his  own  want  of  conduct. 

The 
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A.  n.  The  charader  of  Aurungzebe  differed  in  every 
lj.5^-  refpe£t  from  thofe  of  his  elder  brothers.  Defti- 
io63.  tute  of  that  graceful  appearance  of  perfon  which 
"^•"^r--^  rendered  them  popular  as  foon  as  feen,  he  ac- 
OfAu-  quired,  by  addrefs,  that  influence  over  mankind, 
rungzebe.  ^vhich  nature  had  on  them  beitowed.  In  difpofi- 
tion  ferious  and  melancholy,  he  eflablifhed  an 
opinion  of  the  folidity  of  his  underflanding,  even 
among  thofe  who  had  no  opportunity  of  being 
acquainted  with  his  great  talents.  Pliant  and 
accommodating  in  his  manner,  he  gained  man- 
kind by  flattering  their  pride  ;  and  he  wrapt  up 
his  behaviour  in  fuch  plaufibility,  that  they  attribut- 
ed his  attention  to  their  own  merit,  more  than  to 
his  defigns.  His  common  converfation  turned 
always  on  trifles.  In  afl'airs  of  moment  he  was  re- 
ferved,  crafty,  and  full  of  difllmulation.  Reli- 
gion, the  great  engine  of  political  impoftors,  he 
profelTed  in  all  its  feverity.  With  it  be  deceived 
the  weak,  and  awed  into  a  kind  of  reverence  for  his 
perfon,  the  greatefi;  enemies  of  his  power.  Though 
not  remarkable  for  humanity,  he  did  not  natural- 
ly delight  in  blood  ;  but  ambition  was  his  darling 
paflion,  and  before  it  vaniflied  all  the  fofter  feelings 
of  the  foul.  Fear,  which  renders  other  tyrants 
cruel,  had  no  place  in  his  bread  ;  but  that  pro* 
vident  caution,  which  wifties  to  fhut  up  every  ac- 
cefs  to  danger,  made  him  carelefs  about  the  lives 
of  his  rivals.  He  had  a  particular  talent  for 
kindling  diflTenfions  among  thofe  who  oppofed  his 
defigns ;  and  his  art  and  cunning  were  more  de- 
flrudlive  to  his  enemies  than  his  fword. 
Of  Morad.  Morad,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Shaw  Jehan,  was 
by  conflitution  lively  and  full  of  fire.  With  too 
much  levity  for  bufincfs,  he  gave  up  his  time  to 
mirth,  adion  and  amufement.  He  delighted  in 
the  chace  ;  he  was  more  fond  of  battle  than  of 
war.     In  riding,  in  bending  the  bov/,  in  throwing 
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the  lance,  he  met  with  few  that  could  equal  him  a.  d. 
in  the  armies  which  he  commanded  ;  and  he  was  '^5^- 
more  defirous  of  carrying  the  palm  in  the  manly  ,oS. 
exercifes  of  the  field,  than  in  the  intrigues  of  the  'w— j— -w' 
cabinet.  He  defpifed  all  cabals :  he  gloried  in 
keeping  nothing  fecret.  He  thought  it  beneath 
his  dignity  to  command  mankind  by  art ;  and  he 
openly  profefled,  that  he  difdained  to  owe  dillinc- 
tion  to  any  thing  but  the  fword.  "  To  poflefs  a 
throne  by  the  will  of  a  parent,  to  owe  it  to  birth,** 
faid  Morad,  "  is  unworthy  of  a  great  prince ; 
and  had  not  my  brother  fupported  his  pretenfions 
to  the  crown  by  arms,  I  would  difdain  to  wear 
it.**  In  battle  his  foul  was  a  flranger  to  fear ; 
he  was  even  an  enthufiait  in  his  love  of  danger, 
and  flaughter  was  his  favourite  paftime.  In  peace 
he  was  mild,  though  proud,  liberal,  affable  and 
humane.  But  his  very  virtues  were  weaknefs  ; 
and  his  fate  furniihes  a  melancholy  proof,  that 
an  open  generofity  of  fpirit  is  never  a  match  for 
hypocrify  and  deceit.  His  fplendid  qualities, 
however,  rendered  him  popular  in  the  army; 
and  Aurung2ebe,  notwithltanding  his  fuperiority 
of  parts,  owed,  at  la(l,  his  fuccefs  over  Pvlorad, 
as  much,  at  leafl  to  accident  as  to  his  known  ta- 
lents. Such  were  the  illuftrious  competitors  for 
the  •ihrone  of  their  father. 

Suja,  who  had  polfeffed  the  government  of  Ben-  Suja  rakej 
gal  for  many  years,  was  the  firft  who  appeared  ^"*  ^  ' 
in  the  field,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
dangerous  illnefs  of  Shaw  Jehan.  ?Ie  excufed 
his  meafures  by  the  violence  of  Dara.  He  was 
informed,  that  he  had  nothing  to  expe£l  frora 
his  brother  fliould  he  polfefs  the  throne,  but  im- 
prifonment,  or  even  death  ;  and  he  affirmed,  that 
neceffity  had  rendered  rebellion  lawful.  The  re- 
fources  which  Suja  polfefTed,  promifed  fuccefs 
to  his  enterprife.     He  had  accumulated  treafure, 
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A.  p.     and  levied  an  army  :  and,  though  his  agent  at 
u^„^*     court  tranfmicted   to  him  accounts  of  his  father's 
1068.     recovery,  he  affected  not  to  credit  the  intelligence. 
'^•"^'^    ^  When  he  pitched   his  tent  in  the  field,  he  ifTued 
out   a   manifeRo,    which  bore    that   Shaw   Jehan 
was  dead  ;  and  that  there  vi-ere   violent  fufpicions 
of  Dara's  being  acceffary    to  his  death.     Though 
he  received  letters  from  the  hands   of  his   father, 
announcing  his   recovery,  he  alledged  that   they 
were  a  forgery   by  Dara   to  amufe    him,  and   to 
divert   him  from  his  intentions  of  revenging  the 
death  of  the  emperor  on  the  parricide.     The  ene- 
mies of  Dara  contributed  by  their  letters  to  make 
Suja  perfift  in  his  refolution. 
Oppofed         Dara  had  the  earlieil  intelligence  of  the  defigns 
^ '\n  She-  °^  ^^^  brother  ;   and  he  made  the  necefiary  prepa- 
it«.  rations  againlt  him.   IJis  fon  Soiiman,  had  march- 

ed with  ten  thoufand  horfe,  to  quell  fome  diilurb- 
ances  in  the  province  of  Allahabad.  Dara  order- 
ed a  reinforcement  to  fall  down  the  jumna,  and 
to  join  Solim;1n,  Raja  joy  Singh  and  Debere 
Chan  commanded  the  detachment,  and  they  had 
pofitive  infl:ru6lions,  after  joining  the  prince,  to 
itop  the  progrefs  of  Suja  to  the  capital  with  the 
fword.  The  emperor,  however,  repented  of  or- 
ders procured  from  him  by  the  violence  of  Dara. 
He  was  averfe  to  a  civil  war  ;  and  he  fent  fecret 
diredions  to  Joy  Singh  to  endeavour  to  induce 
Suja  to  return  to  his  government  of  Bengal,  'i  heie 
diredions  were  fcarce  difpatchcd  to  the  Raja,  when 
advices  arrived  at  court  that  the  prince  Morad, 
who  commanded  in  the  kingdom  of  Guzerat, 
was  proclaimed  emperor  by  the  army  ;  that  the 
receiver-general  of  the  Imperial  revenues,  in  op- 
pofmg  the  ufurpation,  had  been  flaln  in  battle  ; 
and  that  Morfid,  having  negociatcd  a  confidcra- 
b!e  loan  with  the  bankers  of  Ahniedabad,  had 
f  oincd  moncv  in  his  o-.vn  name. 
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The  intelligence  of  this  fecond  rebellion  haden- 
cd  Suja  in  his  meaiures.  He  wilhed  to  be  the 
firft  of  the  competitors  who  fliould  arrive  at  the 
capital  ;  and  he  therefore  moved  his  camp  to 
Benaris.  When  he  was  bufy  in  coniirudiing  a  Si.j^  fjr- 
bridge  of  boats  for  eroding  the  Ganges,  Solimi^rl  jJIs'^^calup 
appeared  in  fight  on  the  uppofite  {hore  with  his 
armv.  A  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  with  Suji 
bv  toy  Sinsrh  ;  and  it  was  at  lad  ag^reed,  that  the 
prince  fnould  return  to  his  govtrnment  and  dif- 
band  his  army.  The  a<Si:ive  I'piritof  Soliman  did 
not  reliihthis  precarious  pacification.     Joy  Singh,  ; 

without  his  participation,  had  fettled  the  terms 
wiih  Suja  ;  and  he  did  not  think  himftlf  bound 
by  a  truce,  in  which  he  had  no  hand.  He  chang- 
ed his  ground,  and  moved  a  few  miles  up  the 
Ganges.  The  river,  by  an  extraordinary  drought, 
was  remarkably  low.  Solimfin,  to  the  aiLonilh- 
ment  o[  every  bodv,  uifcovered  a  ford  by  which 
the  cavalry  could  pais.  The  circumPtance  was  too 
favourable  to  the  inclinations  of  the  prince,  not  to 
be  turned  to  immediate  udvantage.  In  the  ni^-ht 
he  forded  the  river  ;  and  when  day-iight  appeared, 
iell  fuddenly  on  Suja's  camp. 

Suja,  who  confidered  the  Ganges  as  an  infupe- '■'"J ''«%• 
rable  barrier,  permitted  himfelf  to  be  completeiy  ^'*^'*'  • 
furprized.  The  lliouts  of  tlie  armv,  and  theclailung 
of  f words  fir;l  rouzed  him  froin  fleep.  lie  ilarted 
from  his  bed,  feized  his  arms,  rulhed  forth  and 
mounted  his  horfe.  When  he  looked  round  him, 
he  beheld  nothinor  but  coniufion  and  terror,  flaueh- 
ter  and  flight.  His  voice  was  not  heard  in  the 
tumult  ;  and  if  heard,  it  was  not  obeyed.  The 
crowd  around  him  was  great  ;  but  his  army  was 
too  much  agiiated  by  fear  to  be  reduced  to  any 
form.  As  no  man  could  trult  to  another,  each 
endeavoured  to  provide  for  his  oan  fafctv  by 
flight.  The  flaughier  of  ihofc  who  ftooJ,  re- 
tarded 
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A.  D.     tarded  the  enemy  in  their  purfuit  of  the  fugitives. 
^^^-     Suja,    v/ith  fome  of    his   officers,    fought    with. 
1068.     courage  ;  but  they  were    driven  into   the  river  ; 
■^^ — r"*^  and  the  prince  with  great  difficulty  made  his  efcape 
in  a  canoe,  and  fell    down  the    flream    without 
flopping,  till  he  reached  Mongeer.     Soliman,  af- 
ter his   vidlory,    marched    into   Bengal,  and  be- 
fieged  Suja  in  the  fort  of  Mongeer.     But  we  muft 
turn  our  attention  to  another  quarter  of  the  em- 
pire. 
A'jrung.        Aurungzebe,    as    has    been    already    related, 
'^^^j^^-^'*  returned     to     Brampour    after     having    finiflied 
the   war   in    Tellingana.     He    did   not  continue 
long  in  that  city.     He  took  up  his  refidence  in   a 
town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dowlatabad,  which 
he  had  rebuilt,  and   called   after    his    own    name 
Aurungabad.     In  this  place  he  received  the   firft 
news   of  his  father's   illnefs  ;     but    three  months 
elapfed  before  he  heard   any    further    intelligence 
from  court.     Dara,  who  was  refolved  to  eflablifli 
himfelf  firmly  on  the  throne  in  cafe  of  the  demife 
of  bis  father,  had  placed  guards  on  all  the  ferries 
and  highways ;  at  the  fame  lime  iflfulng  orders   to 
all  the  officers  of  the  cufloms,  and  the  commanders 
4  of    diftrids,    to    ffop    all   letters  and    travellers. 

Thefe  circumflances  induced  Aurungzebe  to  be- 
lieve that  his  father  was  dead  ;  and  he  began  to 
levy  forces  for  his  own  fecurity.  In  the  midlt 
of  his  preparations,  letters  were  received  from 
Morad,  who  commanded  in  Guzerat.  That 
prince  informed  Aurungzebe  that  Dara  had  ufurp- 
ed  the  throne,  and  was  taking  meafures  for  cutting 
off  his  brothers.  He  therefore  propofed  that  they 
fhould  join  in  their  own  defence.  Aurungzebe 
embraced  Morad's  propofal  with  joy.  He  knew 
his  own  fuperior  abilities,  which  were-more  than 
a  match  for  the  open  valour  of  Morad;  and  he 
hoped,  that  if  by  his   affiflance  he   could  defeat 
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Dara,  his  own  way  to  the  throne  would  be  paved. 
A  negociation  with  Morad  was  opened,  and  the 
preparations  for  war  continued. 

Jumla,  who  had  been  difmilTed  from  the  ofEce 
of  vifier  by  Dara,  arrived  in  the  mean  time  from  Gains 
Agra  in  the  Decan.  Shaw  Jehan  having  difap-°''" 
proved  of  that  lord's  being  turned  out  of  his  de- 
partment, endeavoured  to  gratify  him  in  feme  other 
way  ;  and  had,  for  that  purpofe,  given  him  the 
command  of  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  to 
reduce  fome  places  which  ftill  held  out  in  the 
lately  conquered  provinces.  Dara,  who  was  jea- 
lous of  Jumla's  known  attachment  to  Aurung- 
zebe,  kept  his  family  in  the  capital  as  the  hoftages 
cf  his  faith.  Jumla,  pitching  his  camp  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aurungabad,  was  informed  of 
Aurungzebe's  preparations  for  war.  He  fent  him 
a  meffage,  informing  him  that  the  emperor  was 
recovered,  and  had  refumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. The  prince,  afloniihed  at  the  coldnefs  of 
Jumla,  fent  to  demand  a  conference  :  but  that 
lord,  fearing  the  fpies  of  Dara  v/ho  were  difperfed 
over  the  camp,  refufed  to  wait  upon  a  man,  who 
was  arming  againfl  his  fovereign. 

Aurungzebe  penetrated  into  the  caufe  of  this  Jumla 
cautious  conduct.  He  knew  that  he  was  attached 
to  his  intereft  ;  and  that  it  was  only  the  fear  of 
Dara's  refentment  againfl  his  family,  prevented 
him  from  joining  with  alacrity  in  his  own  views. 
He  therefore  had  recourfe  to  art.  Mahommed 
Mauzim,  the  fecond  fon  of  Aurungzebe,  was  a 
great  favourite  with  Jumla.  That  prince  was 
fent  to  vifit  him  with  proper  Inltruclions  from  his 
father.  Mauzim,  \^ho  was  then  about  feventeen 
years  of  age,  poffeiTed  a  part  of  Aurungzebe's 
addrefs.  He  waited  upon  Jumla  in  his  tent, 
without  any  previous  notice,  and  was  received 
with  great  kindnefs  and  dillinclion.     When  night 

vvas 
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A.  P.  was  coming  on,  Jumla  put  the  prince  in  mind  of 
'j^jj-  the  time ;  and  Mauzini  told  him,  that  having 
tn6R.  waited  upon  him  without  either  the  permiHion  or 
' ''"^  knowledf^e  of  his  father,  he  was  afraid  of  return- 
ing without  the  cufiomary  honour  of  beim-r  at- 
tended by  the  perfon  to  whom  he  had  paid  the 
vifit.  Jumla,  who  was  afliamed  of  being  defec- 
tive in  point  of  politenefs,  agreed  to  accompany 
Mauzini  home.  When  they  came  to  the  prince's 
apartment,  Jumla  iignified  his  intention  of  re- 
turning; he  was,  however,  perfuaded  to  enter. 
Mauzim  retired,  and  his  father  appeared.  He 
earneitly  infiited,  that  Jumla,  with  the  army  under 
his  command,  fjiould  join  in  his  defigns  upon  the 
throne.  That  lord  excufed  himfelf,  on  account 
ot  his  family,  who  were  in  the  hands  of  Dara. 
It  was  at  length  agreed,  that  the  perfon  of  Jumla 
ihould  be  feized  •,  and  an  order  iffued  for  conftf- 
cating  all  his  etfeds.  'I  his  expedient  ficurcd  him 
the  refcntment  of  both  parties  ;  and  a  door 
of  reconciliation  was  left  open,  which  ever  fide 
»  ll^ould  prevail.     The  troops,  foon  after  the  impri- 

Ibnment  of  th.eir  general,  joined  the  {landard  of 
Aurungzebe. 
Mar<+c';  On  the  fixtccnth  of  February,  1658,  Aurirng- 
""^  ;  ""  2i^-be  marched  from  Auruneahad  with  twelve  thou- 
fand  horle  :  leaving  his  fecond  fon  Mauzim  with 
a  fulPvcirnt  force  for  the  prorcdion  of  the 
Decau,  jrom  whence  he  intended  to  derive  his 
fupplies  for  the  war.  Nijabut  Chan,  defcended  in 
a  dired  line  irom  Timur,  commanded  his  van- 
t^uard,  and  took  the  route  of  Brampour.  He 
himfelf  iollowed  with  the  main  bodv,  and  arrived 
on  the  hid  of  March  at  that  place.  He  remained 
at  Brampour  near  a  month,  for  an  anfwtr  to  the 
difpatchcs  vhich  he  had  frnt  to  Guzcrat  to  his 
brother.  His  propofais  to  that  prince  were  fo 
obvioufiy  hypocritical,  that  only  the  open  fpirit  of 
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Morad, who, being  full  of  honefly  himfelfjfufpeiSLed     A.  D. 
no  guile  in  others,  could  be  for  a  moment  deceived,      'j^;  ^• 
He  proftfled   in  his   letters,  that   he  had  always      106^. 
been  his  alfedlionate  friend  ;   that  Dara,  froai  his  ^""^t    -^ 
natural  weaknefs,  wasincapable  ofholdingthe  reins 
of  government,  befides  that  he  was  from  princi- 
ple indifferent  about  ail  religion  ;  that  Suja,  with 
abilities  little    fuperior  to   Dara,    was  a  heretic, 
and    by   confequence     unworthy  of    the    crown. 
"  As  for  me,"  continues  Aurungzebe,  "  I  have 
long  fince  dedicated  mvfelf  to  the  fervice  of  God. 
1  defire  only  for  that  faiety  and  tranquillity  which 
fuits  the  fervency    of  my  devotion.     But  I   will, 
with  my  poor  abilities,  afllll  Morad  to  take  poifef- 
fion  of  a  fceptre,  which  the  united  wiflies  of  the 
people  of  Hindoftan   have   already   placed  in  his 
hand.     Morad   may   then    think  of   his    faithful 
Aurungzebe,  and    ailign  him  a  quiet  retreat,   for 
pafiing  the  remainder  of  his  life  in   the  aulterities 
of  religion." 

Morad,  who,  with  his  fplendid  qualities,  was  His  mn- 
felf  conceited  and  vain,  afcvibed  Aurungzcbe's  "f  Morad 
moderation  to  his  own  fuperior  merit.  He  wrote 
back  to  his  brother,  thai  he  was  ready  to  join 
him  with  all  his  forces ;  and,  for  that  purpofe, 
was  preparing  to  march  from  Ahmedabad.  Oii 
the  twenty-fccond  of  March,  Aurungzebe  having 
received  the  dilpatches  of  Morad,  left  the  city  of 
Brampour,  and  took  the  route  of  Ugein,  vvhere 
the  brothers  had  preconcerted  to  join  their  forces. 
Arriving  on  the  banks  of  the  Kirbidda,  he  was 
inforn:ied  that  the  Maraja,  JeiTwint  Singh,  had, 
on  the  part  of  Dara,  taken  polfefiion  of  Ugein, 
with  feventy  thoufand  horfe.  He  was  beyond 
meafure  adonifhed,  that  the  enemy  had  not  fenc 
a  part  of  his  army  to  guard  the  palTage  of  the 
river,  which  might  have  ftopt  his  progrefs.  He, 
h)we\:r,  with  his  fmall  force  durit   not  crofs  it; 

and 
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and  he  encamped  on  the  oppofite  banks  in  anxi- 
ous expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Morad. 

The  iMaraja,  inftead  of  attacking  Aurungzebe 
with  a  force  that  promifed  a  certain  viftory, 
Opp'r^d  when  he  had  advanced  within  ten  miles  of  the 
b-.dcU.  "^  rebels,  took  poffedion  of  a  woody  hill,  on  the 
top  of  which  there  was  an  extenfive  plain.  In 
this  place  he  intrenched  his  army  ;  and  contented 
himfelf  with  detaching  flving  fquadrons  to  awe 
the  enemy  from  eroding  the  river.  The  conduft 
of  the  Maraja,  who  was  perfonally  brave,  pro- 
ceeded in  a  great  meafure  from  his  pride  and  ar- 
rogance, lie  was  heard  to  fay.  That  he  waited 
for  the  jundion  of  the  brothers,  that  he  might 
in  one  day  triumph  over  two  Imperial  princes. 
Aurungzebe  owed  his  fafetv  to  this  unaccount- 
able  folly.  His  fmall  army,  when  he  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nirbidda,  was  fo  much  fatigued 
with  the  march,  and  fpent  with  the  ex":eflive  heat 
of  the  weather,  that  he  might  be  routed  by  an 
inconfiderable  force. 
joJrpd  b7  A  few  days  after  Aurungzebe's  arrival  at  the 
°'^  '  Nirbidda,  the  van  of  Morad's  army  entered  his 
camp.  When  they  were  firft  feen,  on  a  rifing 
ground  near  the  army  of  Aurungzebe,  the  ene- 
my flruck  his  tents,  and  advanced  toward  the 
banks  of  the  river.  Aurungzebe  difpatched  a 
rnefllnger  ^o  haften  Morad,  who  was  dill  about 
fifteen  miles  diflant.  He  himfelf,  in  the  mean 
time,  refolved  to  take  the  prefent  opportunity  to 
pafs  the  river,  which  by  the  late  extreme  drought 
had  become  fordable.  lie  placed,  therefore,  his 
artillery,  which  was  worked  by  fome  Frenchmen 
in  his  fervice,  on  a  rifing  ground,  and  entered 
the  river  in  columns,  under  his  own  fire.  The 
Maraja,  trufling  to  the  height  of  the  banks  and 
his  advanced-guard,  who  were  already  engaged 
uiih  the  enemy,  contented  himfelf  with  drawing 

up 
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up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  at  a  diftance.     Au-     a.  d. 
rungzebe,  having  forced  the  paffage  of  the  river,      }^s^' 
encamped  on  its  bank ;   and  the  next  day  he  was     ,c68. 
joined  by  Morad,  who  had  left  his  army  on  their  -""^r^-^ 
march.     The  brothers,  after  a  long   conference, 
refolved  to  attack  the  enemy  by  the  dawn  of  the 
morning ;    whilft  orders   were  fent  to  the  forces 
of  Morad,  who   were    not  yet  arrived,    to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  for  aftion. 

The  Maraja,  by  his  fcouts,  being  apprifed  of  ,'^P'''' **» 
the  motions  of  the  rebels,  was  ready  to  receive  Mar43. 
them.  He  drew  up,  before  day-light,  his  army 
in  order  of  battle,  to  be  ready  to  accommodate 
his  difpofitions  afterwards  to  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy's  line.  He  accordingly  began  the  aftion 
with  the  Mogul  cavalry,  but  thefe  were  foon  re- 
pulfed  by  the  veteran  troops  of  Aurungzebe. 
The  Maraja,  who  forefaw  the  difcomfiture  of  the 
Moguls,  fhewed  behind  them  the  front  of  thirty 
thoufand  of  his  native  troops  the  Rajaputs,  in 
whom  he  chiefly  confided.  Aurungzebe,  upon 
feeing  this  formidable  body,  drew  back  from  the 
purfuit,  and  reftored  his  line.  The  Maraja  ad- 
vanced with  impetuofity,  and  the  prince  met  him 
half-way.  The  fhock  was  extremely  violent  ; 
and  the  rebels  were  on  the  point  of  giving  way, 
when  Morad,  with  his  troops,  juH;  arrived  on 
the  field,  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank.  The  vic- 
tory was  fnatched  from  the  hands  of  the  Rajaputs  : 
their  prince  difdained  to  fly.  The  wings  were 
broken  and  ruined  ;  but  the  centre,  animated  by 
the  prefence  of  their  prince,  flood  its  ground. 
^Slaughter  and  danger  increafed  every  moment. 
Morad  was  irrefiflible  on  the  right  flank;  and 
Aurungzebe,  who  had  been  on  the  point  of  re- 
treating, advanced  again  to  the  charge.  The 
Rajaputs  behaved  with  their  ufual  bravery  ;  but 
they  were  furrounded  on  all  fides.     The    aftion 
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A.  n,     became  mixed  and  undiftinguiiiied.     Friends  were 
•''.'•*••     miriaken  for  foes,  and  foes  for  friends.     Uncer- 
,c);r.      tainty  would  have   fufpended  the  fword,  but  fear 
V,. — ,--*-<'  made  it  fall  every  where.     About   the  fetting  of 
the  fun,  the  field,  covered  with  ten  thoufand  dead 
bodies  on  the  lide  of  the  enemy,  was  left  to    Au- 
rungzGbe    and   Morad.     The  Maraja,    after  the 
battle  v/as  over,  drove  his  chariot,  by  way  of  bra- 
vado, quite  round  the   army  of  the  vi£lors  ;    and 
when  it  v;a8  propofed  to  Aurungzebe  that  a  party 
Ihould    be    detached  in    purfuit    of    that  prince,' 
"  No,"  he  replied,  "  let  the  wounded  boar  have 
time  to  fly." 
Mafcurne       Thc  bad  fuccefs   of  the  Maraja  proceeded    not 
Ljiiaviour  ^QfQ  fi-Qij-j  his  own  folly,  than    from  the   addrefs 
^Cuife.  of  Aurungzebe.     That  prince  had  his  emiffaries 
in  the  Imperial  camp,  who  infmuated  to  the  rigid 
Mahommedans,  that   fhould   the   Maraja  prevail, 
their  religion  would  be  at  an  end  in  India.     The 
Moguls  accordingly  made  but  a   faint  refinance  ; 
and  the  whole  weight  of  the  adion  fell   upon   the 
Rajnputs.      The   Maraja,  after   his    defeat,     was 
afl^med  to  appear  at  court.     He  retreated  to    his 
own  country  ;  but  his  wife,  a  woman  of  a  mafcu- 
line  fpirit,  difdained  to  receive  a  huiband  not  co- 
vered with   victory.     She  fliut   the   gates  of    her 
calile  againfl:  him.     lie  in  vain  remonftrated,  that, 
though  unfuccelsful,  he  had  fought  with  the  brave- 
ry  of  his    anceifors,  as  appeared  from  the  num- 
ber of  the  flain.     "  The  llain,"  faid  fhe,  "  have 
left  JelTwint  without  an  excufe.     To  be   defeated 
is  no  new  thing   among  the  Marajas,  but   to   fur- 
vive  a  defeat  is  new.  Defcendcd  from  their  blood, 
;idopted  by  marriage  into  their    houfe,    they   left 
their  glory  in  the  hands  of  jelVwint,  and  he    has 
tarnifhed  it  with  flight.     To  be  the  melfenger   of 
iheruin  of  his  armies,  to  fhowto  the  world  that 
he  fears  death  more  than  difgrace,  is  now  become 

the 
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the  employment  of  my  huftand.     But  I    have  no     a.  d. 
hufband.     It  is  an   impoftor  that  knocks  at    our      '^5?- 
gates.     Jeffwint  is  no  more.     The  blood  of  kings      io6^*. 
could  not  furvive  his  lofs  of  fame.     Prepare  the  '•-^-r"^*> 
funeral  pile !     I  will  join  in  death    my    departed 
lord."     To  fuch  a  pitch  of   enthufiafm   had    this 
uoman  carried  her  ideas   of  valour.     She  herfelf 
was  the  daughter  of    the  late  Rana,  and  Jell'wiut 
was  of  the  fame  family.     He,  however,  prevailed 
upon  her  to  open  the  gate  of  the   caiUe,  by  pro- 
mifing  that  he  would  levy  a  new  army,  and  reco- 
ver from  Aurungzebe  the  glory  which  he  had  loll 
to  that  prince. 

The  princes,  after  their  victory  over  the  Mara-  Awrurg. 
ja,  entered  Ugein   in    triumph.       Morad,     who 
loved  battle  as  a  paflime,  was  unwilling  to  (lop  in  Ugein 
that  city  ;   but  Aurungzebe  convinced  him  that   it 
was  neceflary  to  refreih  the  troops  for  a  few  days, 
after  the  fatigues  of  a  long  march,  and  the   toils 
of  anobftinateaclion.  He  atthe  fame  time  informed 
him,  that  time  fhould  be  given  to  their  victory   to 
work  upon  the  fears  of  the  enemy."  Befides,"  faid 
Aurungzebe,  "  there  are  thirty  thoufand  men  in 
the  army  of  Dara,  whom  I  intend    to    gain  over 
to  my  intereft  before  we  (hall  again  engage."  The 
true  caufe  of  this  delay  was  a  want  of  information 
of  the  real  (late  of  the  court  of  Agra.     If  Dara 
was  the  fovereign,  Aurungzebe  had  no  doubt  of 
carrying  all    before  him,  on  account  of   the  un- 
popularity  of    that  prince  among   the  nobility  ; 
but  it  the  reins  of  government  had  reverted  into 
the  hands  of  Shaw  Jehan,  who  was,  in  a  manner, 
adored  both  by  the  army  and  the  people,  he  was 
fure  that  even  his  own  troops  would  defert  him  in 
a  day  of  battle.     He  had   fent  privately  exprelles 
to  his  friends  at  Agra,  and  he    waited  for  their 
return. 

Vol.  III.  A  a  The 
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A.  D.         The  news  of  the  "battle  near   the  Nirbidda   ar- 

\^.f-'    rived,  in  the  mean  rime,  at  court.     Dara  was  en- 

1068.      raged  at  the  Moguls,  from    whofe   cowardice   or 

'^-'^r^^  perfidy  the  rebels  derived  their  fuccefs.     The  em- 

Perp'ex  ty  peror    himfelf    was   perplexed    beyond    meafure, 

of  the  em  1^^  ^^^^^   fenfiblc  of  the  determined  refolution  of 

pcror* 

his  rebel  fons :  he  dreaded  the  violence  of  Dara. 
He  faw  nothing  but  misfortune  before  him,  and 
fome  dreadful  calamity  hanging  over  himfelf  and 
his  family.  The  eager  preparations  of  Dara  for 
another  battle,  alarmed  him  as  much  as  the  ap- 
proach of  the  rebels.  A  victory  would  make 
Dara  mafter  of  the  empire  :  a  defeat  would  throw 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  thofe  whom  he  oppofed. 
His  mind  flew  from  one  refolution  to  another,  and 
he  could  fix  on  none.  The  profpect  was  gloomy 
before  him  ;  and  feeing  no  point  on  which  he 
could  reff  his  hopes,  he  left  all  to  chance. 
Prrp.yati-  Dara,  with  the  natural  acllvity  ani;  vehemence 
ra  or  his  temper,  prepared,  witn  redoubled   vigour, 

for  the  field.  He  paiTed  like  a  fiame  through  the 
capital,  and  kindled  thoufands  into  an  eagernefs 
equal  to  his  own.  When  the  firfl  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Maraja  came  to  court,  Dara  fent 
an  exprefs  to  his  fon  Soliman,  who  befieged 
Suja  in  Mongetr.  He  defired  him  to  make  the 
bell  terms  which  the  urgency  of  the  times  would 
admit  with  Suja,  aiid  to  return  to  Agra  by  forced 
marches.  A  negociatlon  was  opened  accordingly 
wiih  the  befieged  prince.  His  necefTities  made 
himlificn,  with  eagernefs,  to  a  treaty.  Soliman, 
in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  reinftated  him  in 
the  government  of  Bengal,  after  having  exacted 
from  him  a  folemn  promife  of  taking  no  farther 
part  in  the  war.  He  liimfclf  marched,  night  and 
day,  to  reinforce  his  father  ;  and  had  he  arrived 
in  time,  Aurungzeb'  might  have  given  his  hopes 
to  the  wind.     Soliman  was  then  in  the   twenty- 

fixth 
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fixth  year  of  his  age  ;  graceful  in  his  perfon,  and     a.  d. 
vigorous   ill  his  mind.     Nature  feemed  to  have      "^f^- 
formed  him  for  war.     He  was  brave   in    a6tion,      ,c68. 
fedate,  and  poflelhng  himfelf  in  the  greateft  dan-  ">- — i-^^ 
gers.     He  was  generous  in  his  difpofition,  liberal 
in  his  fentiments,  pleafmg  to  his  friends,  humane 
to  h  s  enemies.     He  poflefled.the  fire  and  warmth 
of  Dara  without  his  weaknefles ;   the  prudence  of 
Aurungzebe  without'  his  meannefs  and  deceit. 

I'he  Imperial  army,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  who 
out  of  Agra  under   the   conduct  of  Dara.     The  ^'J-^^li^ 
emperor  became    more   and  more  perplexed,    as  Aurung- 
matters    approached   to    a    decifion.      He   knew  Mo^ad  "^ 
that  the  nobles  loved  not  Dara  :  he  knew  that  the 
belt  troops  were   abfent   with  Soli  man.     One  ex- 
pedient only    remained,    and   that,    if  followed, 
would  have  infured  fuccefs.     He  ordered  the  Im- 
perial tent  to  be  pitched    without  the  walls  ;  de- 
claring, that  he  would   take   the   field   in   perfon 
againft  the  rebels.     His  friends  faw  an  end  to    his 
troubles  in  this  refolution.     His  own  army  to   a 
man   would   die   in  defence  of  his  power  ;     and 
even  the  troops  of  Aurungzebe  and   Maiad  had 
openly  declared,  that  they    would  not  draw  their 
fwords  againfl  Shaw  Jehan.     The    infatuation  of 
Dara   prevented    his   father's    defigns.      He  had 
recourfe  to   intreaty,  and    when   that   failed,    to 
commands.     The  emperor,  whofe  intellefts   had 
been    in  fome  meafure    impaired   by    his  illnefs, 
was,  at  firft,  fhocked  at   the   obftinacy  of  Dara. 
That  prince,  whofe   filial  piety  was    even  greater 
than  his  ambition,  waited   upon    his  father.     He 
threw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  andearneflly  requeued 
that  he  would  not  endanger  his  health  by  taking 
the  field  ;   as,  upon  his  life,  the  profperitv  of  the 
empire  depended,  in  days  of  fo  much  trouble. 

The  emperor,  having  yielded  to  the  intrearies  of  Charge gi- 
Dara  conjured  him,  though  bent  on  war,  to  avoid  h!"il^ier! 

A  a  a  coming 
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AD.      coniinej  to  a£lion  till  the  arrival  of  his  fon.     The 
y^^^-      malignity   of   his   fate    prevailed    aifo    over    this 
lofiV.      advice.     He  faid  not  a  word  to    his  father ;     but 
^"-'^(-^^  his  countenance  exprefled  chairrin  and  difcontent. 
"  Then  go,  my  fon,"  faid  Shaw  Jehan,   "  but  re- 
turn not  without  viclory  to  me.   Misfortune  fecms 
todarkenthe  latter  days  of  your  father;  add  not  to 
his  grief  by  prefenting   yourfelf    before    him    in 
your    diftrefs,  left    he   may   be    induced    to    fay, 
That  prudence,  as  well  as  fortune,  were  wanting 
to  Dara."     The  prince  had  fcarce  parted  with  his 
father,  when  news  arrived  of  the    march   of    the 
rebels  from    the   city    of    Ugein.       Dara    placed 
himfelf  at   the  head  of  the  army,  which  confifled 
of  one  hundred  ihoufand  horfe,  with  a  thoufand 
pieces   of  cannon.     He   advanced  haflily    to  the 
banks  of  the  river  Chunbul,  which  is  twenty  miles 
from  Agra.   A  ridge  of  mountains,  which  extend 
themfelves    to  Guzerat,   advance  into   the    plain 
country,  along  the  Chunbul,    to   within   twenty- 
five  miles  of  the   river  Jumna  ;   and  this  pafs  Da- 
ra occupied    with   (Irong    lines,  flrengthened  by 
redoubts,  which  were  mounted  with  artillery. 
A'lrimg-         Dara  had  not  long  remained   behind  his  lines, 
^hi'%!.roT  when  the  princes,  on  the   firft  of  June,  appeared 
the  impe  on  the  oppofitc  bank  of  the  Chunbul,  and  pitched 
rial  army,  ji^gjj.   caniD  withiu   fight  of    the    Imperial   army. 
Aurungzcbe  reconnoitred  the  fituation  of  the  ene- 
my, but  he  was  not  to  be  forced.     His  army  con- 
fided  not  of  forty  thoufand  men  ;   and  they  were 
fatigued  with  the   heat   of   the   weather  and    the 
length  of  their   march.     But  there  was    no   time 
to  be   loft.     Soliman,  covered  with  laurels,  was 
approaching  fait  with  the  flower  of  the    Imperial 
army,  to  fupport  his  father's   caufe.     No  hopes 
prefented  themfelves  to  Aurungzcbe;  and  he  be- 
came, of  a  fudden,  fuUen,  melancholy,  and  per- 
plexed.    To  retreat  was  ruin  :  to  advance  deflruc- 
fion.      He  was    loll  in   fufpencc.     Morad,  with 

his 
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his  ufual  love  of  arduous  undertakings,  was  for     a.  d. 
forcing  the  lines ;  but  a  letter  from  Shaifla,  the      |^.^^- 
fon  of  Afiph  Jah,  and  who    was    third    in   com-      ,c68. 
mand  in  the  Imperial   army,  broke  off  that  mea-  ^-'— r^-^ 
fure,  by    prefenting    a    better    to    the    brothers. 
This  treacherous  lord  informed  Aurungzebe,  that 
to  attempt  the  lines  would  be  folly,  and   that  the 
only  means  left  him  was  to  leave  his  camp   (land- 
ing to  amufe  Dara,  and    to   march    through   the 
hills  by  a  bye-road,  which   two  chiefs,   who  were 
directed    to    attend    him   in   the   evening,  would 
point  out.     The  princes  clofed  with  the  propofal. 
The  guides  joined  them  in  the  evening,   and  they 
decamped  with  the  greatefl  filence,  leaving    their 
tents,    baggage,     and   artillery    under    a   flrong 
guard,  who  were  to  amufe  the  enemy.     The  army 
moved  about   thirty  miles  that   night ;    and    the 
next  day  they  were   difcovered    by   the  fcouts    of  Dora's  or- 
Dara,  in  full  march  toward  Agra.  tie"^  June 

Dara  decamped  from  his  lines  with  precipitation,  s- 
leaving  the  greater  part  of  his  cannon  behind  him. 
By  a  forced  march  he  pufhed  between  the  enemy 
and  the  capital  ;   and  on   the   fourth  of  June,   he 
prefented    himfelf    before    the    rebels.      On   the 
morning  of  the  fifth,  the  prince  ordered  the  army 
to  be  formed  in  order  of  battle.     Ruftum  Chan, 
an  experienced  general  from  Tartary,  marfhailed 
the  field.     The  artillery  was   placed  in   the  front, 
joined  together  with  chains  to  preven-t  the  pafiage 
of  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy.     Behind  the  artille- 
ry ftood  a  number  of  camels,  mounted  with  fmall 
fwivels,  which  the  riders  of  each  camel,  without 
lighting,  could  charge   and  difcharge   with   eafe. 
In  the   rear  were  drawn   up    the   mufquereers  in 
three  lines  ;  and  the  two  wings   were  formed    of 
the  cavalry,    armed  with  bows  and  arrows   toge- 
ther with  fabres.     One  third  of  the  cavalry  form- 
ed   the  referve   behind    the   lines,     Dara  placed 
himfelf  in  the  center,  mounted  on  a  lofty  elephant, 

from 
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A.  D.  from  which  he  could  command  a  view  of  the 
J^f|;  field.  The  treacherous  Shaifb  took  the  com- 
:c63.      mand  of  tlie  right  wing  ;   and  that  of  the  left  was 

' r      '  deftined  by  Dara  for  Ruftum.     That  officer,  who 

was  acknowledged  the  moH:  experienced  com- 
mander in  Hindodan,  was  aftually  at  the  head  of 
the  army.  He  bore  the  commiflion  of  captain- 
general,  and  all  orders  were  iflTued  by  him.  He 
reprefented  to  Dara,  before  the  aftion  commenced, 
that  he  intended  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  referve  in  the  rear,  where  he  might  direct 
the  movements  of  the  field,  and  iifue  out  his  or- 
ders as  the  circumflances  of  affairs  might  require. 
"  My  poft,"  laid  Dara,  "  is  in  the  front  of  bat- 
tle ;  and  I  exped  that  all  my  friends  fhall  partake 
of  my  danger,  if  they  wifh  to  (hare  the  glory 
which  I  hope  to  obtain."  The  generous  and  in- 
trepid fpirit  of  Ruftum  was  offended  at  this  reflec- 
tion. He  anfweredwith  a  flern  countenmce  and 
a  determined  tone  of  voice,  "  The  front  of 
battle  has  been  always  my  pofl:,  though  I  never 
contended  for  an  empire  ;  and  if  I  wiflied  to 
change  it  to-day,  it  was  from  an  anxiety  for  the 
fortune  of  Dara."  The  prince  was  ffruck  with 
the  impropriety  of  his  own  condud.  He  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  Ruflum  to  remain  at  the  head 
.     of  the  rtferve  ;  but  he  went  beyond  hearing,  and 

/Vurung-    placed  himftlf  in  the  front  of  the  left  wing. 

zebe.  Aurnngzebe,  on  the  other  hand,  having  mar- 

fhalled  his  army  into  order  of  battle,  requeued  of 
Morad  to  take  the  command  of  the  center.  He 
committed  the  left  wing  to  his  fon  Mahommed, 
and  he  placed  himfelf  on  the  right.  Morad  was 
aflonifli(.d,  and  pleafed  at  the  eafe  with  which 
Aurungzebe  afligned  to  him  the  pofl  of  honour. 
Bui  the  crafry  prince  had  two  reafons  for  his  con- 
dud. Morad  was  haughty,  he  had  affumed  the 
Imperial  titles,  and  though,  out  of  a  pretended 
complaifance    to  his   father,    he  had   laid   them 

down. 
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down,  he  looked  forward    with   undeviating  ar- 
dour to  the    throne.     It   was  not   the  bufinefs  of    A.  I). 
Aurungzebe  to   offend    him  at  this    critical  j.inc-      Hip.' 
ture.     But  his  other    reafon  was  equally  prudent.      '=68. 
Ruflum  commanded  the  left  wing  ot  the  enemy;  ^^"^^c^ 
and  he  was  the  mod  renowned   general    of    the 
times.     He  had  pafTed  many  years   in  the  fervice 
of  the  Tartars  and  Perfians,  being  bred  up  to  the 
field  from  his  youth,  in  which  he  had  aimolt  emi- 
nently dillinguilhed  himfelf.     He  had  been  prefent 
in  one  hundred  general    adions  ;   he  was   habitu- 
ated to   danger,  and  perfefl    mafler  of    his   own 
mind  in  the  mod  defperate  fituations.     Aurung- 
zebe  therefore  could   not  truft  the  experience  of 
Ruftum,  againfl  the  conduct  of  any  but  his  own. 

Both  lines  began  now  to  move  from  wing  to  The  battle 
wing ;  and  the  artillery  opened  on  both  fides.  b<^8'"s. 
Ruftum  advanced,  on  the  left,  with  a  hafly  pace, 
directing  the  march  of  his  troops  by  the  motion 
of  his  fword.  Aurungzebe  ordered  apart  of  his 
artillery  to  point  toward  Ruflum  ;  and  that  ge- 
neral received  a  cannon-ball  in  his  breaft,  when 
he  had  advanced  within  five  yards  of  the  enemy. 
The  whole  wing  ftopt  at  the  fall  of  Ruflum  :  but 
Sitterfal,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Rajaputs,  at 
the  head  of  five  thoufand  horfe,  fell  in,  fword  in 
hand,  with  Aurungzebe.  Shaw  Mahommed, 
who  commanded  under  the  prince,  oppofed  the 
Rajaputs  with  great  bravery.  A  fliarp  confiid 
enfued  ;  and  the  Rajaputs  began  to  file  off,  when 
their  leader  engaged  perfonally  with  Shaw  Mahom- 
med. The  Rajaputs  flrove  to  cover  their  chief, 
but  in.  vain;  he  was  cut  down  by  the  fabre  of 
Mahommed.  The  whole  wing  fell  into  diforder, 
but  did  not  fiy  ;  and  a  promifcuous  flaughter  co- 
vered the  field  with  dead. 

'  Dara,  mounted  on  his   elephant,  in  the  mean  Dara's 
time  advanced  with  the  centre.     He  was  obferved  ^■'^^"f- 
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A.  D.  by  his  army  to  look  over  all  the  line,  and  they 
i^'58.  gathered  courap^e  from  his  intrepid  demeanor.  A 
ic6R.     part  of  the  enemy's  artillery  was  oppofed    to   the 

^'■"•^r"'*"^  very  point  where  Dara  advanced.  A  heavy  fire 
was  kept  up,  and  his  iquadron  fell  into  a  kind  of 
diforder  ;  but  when  he  waved  his  hand  for  them 
to  advance,  they  refumed  their  ranks,  and  follow- 
ed liim  with  ardour.  Before  he  coidd  come  to 
blows  with  the  enemy,  a  fecond  voUev  occafioned 
a  fecond  diforder.  He  however  flood  up  on"  his 
elephant,  and,  without  any  change  in  his  coun- 
tenance, called  out  with  a  loud  voice  to  advance 
with  fpeed.  He  hiinfeif,  in  the  mean  time,  fell 
in  with  the  firfl:  line  of  Morad.  He  ruflied 
through  with  his  elephant,  and  opened  a  way  for 
his  horfe,  who,  prelling  into  the  heart  of  the 
enemy,  commenced  a  great  flaughter. 

Morad's  'j^g  whole  Centre  under  Morad  was  broken, 
and  the  prince  himfelf  was  covered  with  wounds. 
He  endeavoured  to  lead  his  troops  again  to  the 
charge  ;  but  they  were  deaf  to  his  commands. 
He  ordered  his  elephant  to  be  driven  among  the 
thickeft  of  the  enemy  ;  being  determined  to  fall 
with  his  fortune,  or,  by  a  brave  example,  to  re- 
animate his  flying  troops  with  hopes  of  recovering 
the  day.  His  boldnefs  was  attended  with  fuccefs. 
His  fquadron  feeing  the  enemy  furrounding  their 
prince,  were  alhamed  of  their  terror,  and  poured 
around  him.  Arib  Dafs,  an  Indian  chief,  thrice 
flrove  to  re:»ch  Morad  with  his  fword  ;  but  he 
did  not  fucceed,  on  account  of  the  height  of  the 
elephant.  He,  however,  cut  the  pillars  which 
fupported  the  roof  ol  the  Amari  or  caltle,  which 
falling  upon  the  prince,  incumbered  him  in  fuch  A 
a  manner,  that  he  could  not  defend  himfelf.  He  1 
however  dilengaged  himfelf,  and  dealt  death  with  " 
his  arrows  on  every  fide.  In  the  mean  time 
Mahommcd,  the  fon  of  Aurungzebe,  was  fent  by 

his 
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his  father's  orders  from  the  left  to  the  afTiAance     a.  n. 
of  Morad.     He  came  up  when  the  prince  was  in      ]^^^- 
the  greatefl:  danger.      Frefli  fpirit    was    given  to      Io63. 
the  troops  of  Morad,  and  Dara  received  a  check.     ">- — ^ — ^ 
The    battle    now    raged   with  redoubled    fury,  liua,  by 
The  elephant  of  Morad,  rendered  outrageous  bv  ^,"  '!^'^'' 

•^  '  o  y    dent, 

wounds,  rulhed  forward  through  the  columns    of 
the  enemy.      Mahommed,   aOiamed  of  being  left 
behind,  followed  him  with  great  ardour.     Dara 
did  not  retreat.     He  gave  his  orders   with  appa- 
rent compofure.     But  a  cannon-ball  having  taken 
oft' the  head   of  his  folfer-brother,    who  fat  with 
liim  on  the  elephant,  he  was  almoft  blinded  with 
the  blood.     A  rocket,  at  the  fame  time,  pafling 
by  his  ear,  finged  his  turban  ;  a  fecond  followed, 
and  having  lluck  in  the  front  of  the  Amari,  burit, 
and  broke  it  all   to  pieces.     His   colour   was  feen 
then  to  change.     The  lord  who  drove  the  elephant 
obferved  an  alteration  in  the  prince;     and,  whe- 
ther through    perfonal   fear,  or  for  the   fafety  of 
his  mafter,  is    uncertain,    retreated  a  few  paces. 
Dara  reprimanded    him   with    feverity ;    but    the 
mifchief  was  already  done.     His    fquadrons    faw 
the  retreat  of  the  prince  ;    and  their    fpirit   flag- 
ged.    He  however  ordered  the  driver  to  turn  his 
elephant  toward  the  enemy,  but  that   lord  repre- 
fentcd  to  him,  that   now,  being  marked   out  by 
the  rebels,  it  were  better   for  him   to  mount  his 
horfe,    and  purfue    the  fugitives,  for    that    now 
very  few  remained   on  the  field.     He  alighted  ; 
but  there  was  no  horfe  to  be  found.     He  fought 
for  fome  time   on  foot.     At  length  he   mounted 
a  horfe  whofe  rider  had  been  killed. 

Almofl  the  whole  of  both  armies  had  now  left  js  isfeat- 
the  field.     Not   a  thoufand   men  remained   with  'd. 
Dara,  and    fcarce  one  hundred   horfe   with    Au- 
rungzebe  and  Morad.     The  latter  however  fought 
with  increafmg  ardour.     His  young  fon,  of  about 

ei-ht 
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A  rt.     eight  years   of  age,    fat  with  him  upon    the  ele- 
J^?^      phant,     Him    he  covered   with  his    (hield,    and 
lofis!      dealt  his  arrows  around  on  the  enemy.      Aurung- 
^•"^i    ^  z  be,  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  rally  his  flying 
fquadrons,  advanced  with  fifty  horfemen  to  the  af- 
filtance  of  Morad,  hoping  more  for  an  honour- 
able death  than  for  a  viftory.     It  was  at  the  very 
inftant  that  he  came  to  blows  with   the  Imperial- 
ids,  that  the  unfortunate  Dara  difmounted  from 
his  elephant.     His  fquadrons  who  had  iliil  adhered 
to    that    prince,    feeing    the    elephant  retreating 
with  the    Imperial    ftandard,  thought    rhat    Dara 
had  been  killed.  The  caufe  for  which  they  fought, 
in  their   opinicm,    no  longer  exiited.     They   be- 
took   themfelves  to    flight ;  and   when  Dara  had 
mounted  his  horfe,  he  found  the  field  bare  of  all 
his  troops.  He  fled  with  precipitation,  and  the  rebel 
princes  found  themfelves  at  the  head  of  only  two 
hundred  horfemen,  in  poflTeflion  of  an  unexpected 
victory. 
Peflefli-         ^i^ig  battle,  in   which   many    thoufands    were 
flnin  on    both    fides,  was  loft  to   Dara  by  an  ac- 
cident ;     though     that     prince     was     guilty     of 
previous    follies,    which  made   men    forbode  no 
good  to  his  arms.     Had  he  fat  on  his  elephant  a 
few    minutes    longer,    the    princes    his   brothers 
would  have  been  involved   in    thofe    irretrievable 
misfortunes  which  now  furrounded  him.     But  his 
evil   (tars    prevailed.      He   who   never    received 
counfel     before,    was      ruined     by     hearkening 
to  advice  ;   and    Aurungzebe,  who  had  placed  his 
hopes  on  ait  and  intrigue,  owed,  at  lafl:,  his  fuc- 
cefs  to  his  valour.     Dara,  like  a   defperate  gam- 
bier,  threw  all  upon   throw  ;     and  when  Fortune 
favoured  him  in  that,  he   turned  the  dye  for    his 
foes.     Had   he    permitted    Shaw    Jehan    to  have 
taken     the     field,     his     brothers     would     fcarce 
have  dared  to  negociate   lor  their  lives  j  had    he 

waited 
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waited  for  his  gallant  fon,  it  would  not  have  been  a.  d. 
a  conteft  but  a  flight.  But  ambition  had  dazzled  '^^s. 
the  eyes  of  Dara,  and  he  could  not  fee  things  in  1068. 
their  proper  light.  Had  the  emperor  appeared  at 
the  head  of  his  forces,  his  power  would  be  at 
an  end.  Had  Soliman  arrived  frefh  from  the 
conqueft  of  Suja,  the  glory  of  victory  would  have 
refted  upon  that  prince.  Dara,  unfortunately 
for  himfelf,  was,  from  his  love  of  power,  afraid 
of  his  father ;  and,  iVom  the  defire  of  fame,  en- 
vious of  the  renown  of  his  fon. 
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CHAP.      VII. 


ReJleSliom — Dara  appears  before  his  father — His 
flight  to  Delhi — The  army  deferts  Soli  man  ShekS 
— Shaifla  Chan  eondemned  to  death — Refcued — 
The  confederate  princes  appear  before  Agra — 
Aurungzebe  zuriies  to  his  father — (^onjerence  be- 
tween him  and  the  prince fs  yehandra — His  art- 
ful condiitl — By  a  /initagern  feizes  the  citadel  and 
the  emperor — Deceives  Mordd — Marches  ivith 
him  in  purfuit  of  Dara — Seizes  and  imprifons 
Mordd — Purfues  Dara — Mounts  the  throne  at 
Delhi — Refit  dions  on  his  conducl — The  news  of 
his  accejjion  brought  to  Shaw  Jehdn — Charader 
of  that  prince, 

1658.       X  HE  decifive  battle,  which  quafhed  for  ever 
1068       ^'^"^  hopes  of  Dara,  and  gave  the  crown  of  Hin- 
v—^^-^w/  doftan  to  Aurungzebe,  was  fought  within  fixteen 
Ptflrc-      miles  of  Agra.     The  vidlor,  aftonifhed  at  a  piece 
tions.         of  good  fortune  which  he  did  not  expert,  purfued 
not  his  enemies  beyond  ihc  field.     The  fugitives 
on  both  (ides  had  rallied,  in  the  rear  of  the  finall 
parties  who  continued   the  adion,  and  prefented 
a  flicw  ol  lirmnefs,  without  any  inclination  of  re- 
newing the  combat.     To  an  unconcerned  fpecla- 

tor 
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tor   it    would    have   been   difficult  to  determine     a.  t">. 
which  party  had  prevailed.      Ihe   flight   on  each      '^s^- 
fide  was  equal  ;  and  the   field   was   left,  by   both      jo^g, 
armies,  to  the  dead.     But   Dara   was   conquered  w-y-o-y 
in  his  own  mind  ;  he  pafled  fuddenly  through  the 
half  formed  lines  of  his   rallied   army,  and   men, 
who  wanted  but  an  excufe  for  flight,  relinquiflred 
their    ground    with    precipitation.       Aurungzebe 
was  firft  convinced   of  his   victory   by   its  confe- 
quences  ;  but  whether  from  policy  or   fear  is  un- 
certain,   he    forbore    to  advance    towards    Agra. 
He  gave  time  to  his  troops  to  recover   from  their 
terror ;  as  well  as  room  to  his  enemies  to  increafe 
their  panic :  befides,  the  affairs  of  his  rival  were 
not  defperate.     Should  the  emperor  take  the  field 
in  perfon,  the  rebel  princes,  notwithftanding  the 
advantages  which  they  had  obtained,  would  have 
vanifhed  from   his  prefence.     But    his   diftemper 
had  not  left  Shaw  Jehan,  and  he  was  incumbered 
with  the  indolence  of  age. 

The  emperor  had  fat  all  day,  in  anxious  expec-  ^^'"^  fP" 
tation,  in  the  tower  over  that  gare  of  the  citadel  rrehisfa- 
which  looked  toward  the  field  of  battle.     Parties  '^'^-'"• 
of  fugitives  had  often  alarmed   his  fears;  but  the 
expreffes  from  Dara,  during  the  time  of  aCiion, 
had  as  often  reftored  his  hopes.     The  prince  at 
length  came  to  the  foot  of  the   wall,  with  marks 
of  hia  own  defeat.     To  mention  the  refult  of  the 
battle  was  fuperfluous ;  his   appearance   betrayed 
misfortune.     "  The  rebels,  I  perceive,  have  pre- 
vailed," faid    Shaw    Jehan    with    a    figh ;    ''•  but 
Dara  Sheko  murt:  have  had  fome  other  caufe  than 
fear  for  his  flight." — "  Yes,"   replied  the  prince, 
"  there  is  a  caufe.     The   traitor   Shaiita  Chan! 
I  have  lofl  the  empire,  but  let  him  not  efcape  un- 
punifhed."     The  emperor   bent  his   eyes   to  the 
ground,  and  for  fome  time  uttered  not  one  word  ; 
at  length  fuddenly  flatting  up,  he  faid,    "  What 

means 
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A.  D.  means  Dara  to  do  ?*' — "  To  defend  thefe  walls,*' 
[jj^^  ■  replied  the  prince.  "  You  deceive  yourfelf,*' 
106?.     faid  Shaw  Jehan  ;     "  walls  are  no  defence  to  thofe 

'^^'"^'"^"^  who  have  failed  in  the  field."  Havinor  exprefled 
himfelf  in  thefe  words,  he  ordered  the  by-ftanders 
to  remove.  He  then  advifed  Dara  to  fet  out  im- 
mediately for  Delhi.  He  told  him,  That  the  go- 
vernor of  that  city  fhould  have  orders  to  fupply 
him  with  all  the  public  money  in  his  pofleflion  ; 
and  that  an  exprefs  (hould  be  immediately  dif- 
patched  to  his  fon  Soliman,  to  march  along  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Ganges,  and  to  join  him 
in  the  province  of  Doab,  which  lies  between  that 
river  and  the  Jumna. 

Flies  Dara,  approving  of  this  advice,  retired   to   his 

own  palace,  and  made  preparations  for  his  im- 
mediate flight.  He  loaded  all  his  elephants  and 
chariots  with  his  women  and  flaves  ;  and  for  want 
of  beafts  of  burden,  he  imprudently  'eft  his  trea- 
fure  behind.  About  midnight,  the  unfortunate 
prince  ilTued  out  of  Agra,  mounted  on  horfeback, 
accompanied  by  a  few  menial  fervants.  One  of 
the  pikemen  who  attended  him,  had  theinfolence 
to  ride  clofe  by  his  fide,  and  to  murmur  in  his 
■ears  concerning  the  lofs  which  he  himfelt  fuflained 
by  fuch  an  abrupt  departure.  Dara  was  enraged  J 
at  this  fudden  mark  of  his  own  fallen  condition.  1 
"  Slave!"  faid  he,  "  murmur  not  at  your  fate. 
Behold  me,  vi'ho  but  yclierday  commanded  ar- 
mies, reduced  thus  low,  and  forget  your  own 
trivial  misfortunes.  Behold  me,  who  am  called 
great  as  Darius,"  alluding  to  his  own  name, 
*'  obliged  to  fly  by  night,  and  be  filent  concern- 
ing your  fate."  The  pikeman  was  (truck  by  the 
reproof.  He  fhrunk  back,  and  rhe  other  fervants 
wept.  One  of  them  was  fo  much  enraged  that 
he  prepared  to  chaftife  the  flave ;  but  Dara  inter- 
pofing  faid,  "  Forbear!  the  friends  of  the  un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate  have  a  right  to  complain  in  their  pre-     a.  d. 
fence."  '^5^.* 

Dara  proceeded  through  night,  and  deceived  ,068". 
his  mistortunes  by  repeating  fome  of  the  elegies  -w-y-^-^ 
of  Hafiz,  a  famous  poet  of  Shiraz.  When  lie  to  Delhi, 
had  rode  two  miles  from  Agra,  he  heard  the 
noife  of  horfemen  approaching  from  behind.  He 
flood  and  drew  his  fword  ;  but  they  were  two 
private  foldiers,  who,  having  perceived  the  prince 
paffing  through  the  gate  of  the  city,  took  a  refo- 
lution  to  join  him.  They  told  their  bufmefs ; 
and  Dara  was  prevented  from  thanking  them  by 
his  tears.  He  had  not  advanced  many  miles, 
when  an  officer,  with  forty  troopers  joined  him ; 
and  by  the  dawn  of  the  morning,  feveral  men  of 
diftinftion  came  up  with  him,  with  three  hun- 
dred horfe.  With  this  retinue  he  continued  his 
rout  to  Delhi ;  and  arrived  in  that  city  on  the 
third  day  after  his  departure  from  Agra. 

The  emperor,  anxious  about  Dara,  fent  to  his  Raifes 
palace  foon  after  his  departure.  He  underftood  ^°^^^^' 
that,  in  the  confufion,  he  had  negleded  to  carry 
along  with  him  his  treafure.  He  immediately  or- 
dered fifty-feven  mules  to  be  loaded  with  gold 
coin,  and  to  be  fent  to  his  fon  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  detachment  of  the  guards.  But  a  tribe 
of  Hindoos,  who  have  fince  m.ade  a  figure  under 
the  name  of  Jates,  having  intelli;:^ence  of  this 
treafure,  defeated  the  party,  and  feized  the  mo- 
ney. This  was  a  dreadful  blow  to  Dara.  Thirty 
lacks  of  the  public  money  v/ere  only  found  in  the 
pofleilion  of  the  governor  of  Delhi ;  and  the  mer- 
chants and  bankers  would  fubfcribe  to  no  loan, 
in  the  prefent  untoward  podure  of  the  prince's 
affairs.  The  threats  of  military  execution  at  la(l 
enabled  him  to  raife  confiderable  fums,  for  which 
he  gave  orders  on  the  Imperial  treafury.     Soldiers 

flocked 
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A.  D.     flocked   round   his   ftanJard ;  and   he   had,   in   a 
j'^j''/      few  days,  the  appearance  of  an  army. 
1068.  Aurun,^zebe,    who     (till    remained    encamped 

^— ^  ^  near  the  field  of  battle,  was  informed  of  every 
Au  unc-  tranfaction  in  Agra  by  his  fpies.  The  grtateft 
ruptV""^'  Jords,  who  looked  upon  him  as  the  heir  if  not 
the  actual  poirellbr  of  the  empire,  endeavoured 
to  gain  his  favour  by  giving  him  intelligence. 
He  found  that  ail  the  hopes  of  Dara  depended 
upon  the  army  under  the  command  of  his  fon  ; 
and  he  refolved  to  gain  it  over  to  his  own  views. 
He  fent  letters  to  the  Raja  Joy  Singh,  he  wrote 
to  Debere  Chan,  who  were  next  in  command  to 
Soliman  Sheko.  He  exaggerated,  if  pollible,  the 
hopelefs  condition  of  Dara ;  he  informed  them, 
that  the  army  of  that  prince  had  joined  his 
flandard,  that  he  himfelf  had  fled  unattended  to 
Delhi,  that  he  could  not  efcape,  as  orders  had 
been  diflributed  through  all  th.e  provinces  to  feize 
him,  as  a  public  enemy.  "  Shaw  Jehan,"  con- 
tinued Aurungzebe,  "  is  rendered  unlit  for  go- 
vernment by  age  and  infirmities.  Your  hopes, 
and  even  your  fafety,  mull  depend  upon  me;  and 
as  you  value  both,  feize  Soliman,  and  fend  him 
to  my  camp." 
»he  arrr>y  joy  Singh,  who  received  the  firl}  letters  from 
ofpriive  Aurumrzebe,  was  perplexed.  His  fears  flood 
againit  his  adherence  to  Soliman ;  his  honour 
rendered  him  averfe  to  fide  with  Auiungzebc. 
He  went  to  the  tent  of  Debere;  and  that  lord 
placed  the  letters  which  he  alfo  had  received,  in 
his  hands.  1  o  ftize  the  prince  was  a  meafure  of 
peril,  from  his  known  valour;  to  attempt  to  fe- 
duce  the  army,  whiKt  lie  remained  at  its  head, 
dangerous.  i  hey  followed  the  middle  courfe  as 
the  fafeff.  When  the  nevxs  of  the  defeat  of  Dara 
arrived  at  the  camp,  about  a  day's  march  beyond 
AlUhabad,  the   prince   culled  a   council  of  war. 

He 
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He  propofed  to  march  ftraight  to  Delhi;  they     A.  D. 
diflented,  and  plainly  told  him,  that  they  would      j'jfj' 
not  ftir  from  the  camp  till   more  certain  advices      1:68. 
arrived.     The  prince,  anxious  to  join  his  father,  ^^"y-"- ' 
was  diftrefled  beyond  meafure.     He  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  them ;  but  their   meafures   had   been 
taken.     He  applied  to  the  army  ;  they   too   were 
traitors,  and  difobeyed.     Inftead  of  being  able  to 
aflift  Dara,  he  became  afraid  of  his  own  fafety. 
He  refolved  to  leave  a  camp   where   he  had   no 
authority.     He,    however,    altered    his    opinion, 
and   remained ;  but   the   principal   officers,  with 
their  retinues,  left  the  camp. 

Shaifta  Chan,  who  had  commanded  the  right  Shaifta 
wing  of  Dara's  army  in  the  late  battle,  betrayed  de^p.^dlo 
his  truft,  and  retreated  without  cominsr  to  blows  death. 
with  the  rebels.  He  returned  to  Agra ;  and  a 
meflage  was  fent  him  by  the  emperor,  command- 
ing him  to  appear  in  the  prefence.  His  friends 
advifed  him  not  to  obey;  but  his  confidence  was 
equal  to  his  want  of  faith.  He  trufled  in  his  own 
power;  he  was  encouraged  by  the  vicinity  of  the 
viftorious  princes.  He  went,  and  ItooJ  un- 
daunted in  the  prefence.  The  emperor,  oftenojd 
before  at  his  treachery,  was  enraged  at  his  im- 
pudence. "  You  villain,"  faid  he,  "  you  fon 
of  a  villain,  how  could  you  prefume  to  betray 
my  fon  and  me  V*  Shaifta  took  fire  at  the  re- 
proach. "  Ihe  name,"  he  replied,  "  1  con- 
fefs,  is  not  unfuitable  to  Afiph  Jah  ;  he  inverted 
Shaw  Jehan  with  power,  by  delivering  the  heir 
of  the  crown  into  his  hands."  I'he  emperor 
ftarted  from  his  throne,  and  drew  his  fword.  He 
looked  furioufly  around  on  the  nol-les,  and  cried, 
"  Will  none  pf  you  feize  the  traitor  ?"  All  were 
filent ;  the  emperor  repeated  the  fame  words. 
Fowlad  Chan  ftept  forth,  threw  Shailta  to  the 
ground,  and  bindmg  his  hands  behind  him,  afked 

Vol.  III.  B  b  the 
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A.  D.  the  further  pleafure  of  Shaw  Jehan.  "  Throw 
Hig  him  headloriKs"  faid  he,  "  from  the  Imperial 
io6P.      baflion."      When  they  were  dragging  him  to  ex- 

^'^'^T'^'^  ecution,  Shailta  cried  out  to  the  emperor, 
"  Sriall  you,  who  are  the  vicegerent  of  God, 
break  his  laws,  by  fheddiiig  blood  on  the  feveiith 
day  of  the  holy  month  of  Ramzan  ?"  Shaw  Jeh'^.n 
nung  down  his  head  for  a  moment ;  and  then 
ordered  him  to  be  kept  bound  till  the  next  day. 

Refcued.  The  friends  of  Shaiila  were,  in  the  mean  time, 
apprifed  of  his  dan^^er.  They  gathered  from  all 
quarters,  and  collected  near  ten  thoufand  men, 
who  came  to  the  gate  of  the  citadel,  and  peremp- 
torily demanded  hi  n  from  the  emperor.  Shaw 
Jehan  continued  obfUnate  during  the  night.  In 
the  morning,  the  force  of  the  rebels  had  incrcaf- 
ed  ;  and  he  perceived  that  they  were  refolved  to 
come  to  extreniities.  He  fent  for  the  prifoner; 
and  obliged  him  to  write  an  order  ^or  them  to 
dilpcrfe.  They  faw  through  this  piece  of  policy. 
Tney  refufed  to  obey  the  commands  of  a  man 
fubjecl  to  another's  power.  Scaling  ladders  were 
actually  applied  to  the  walls;  and  the  emperor 
was  obliged  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the 
infurgenis,  and  to  reltore  Shailta  to  his  free- 
dom. 

On  the  ninth  of  June,  the  confederate  princes 

pea!"be-^"  appeared  with  their  army  before  the  capiral.     1  he 

fore  Agra,  city  was  in  no  condition  tti  fiiltain  a  liege;  and 
the  gates  were  left  open.  Aurungzebe,  declining 
to  enter  Agra,  pitciied  hi.s  tent  in  a  garden  with- 
out the  wails.  His  fchv.ines  were  not  yet  ripe  for 
execution  ;  and  he  alfiimed  an  appearance  of  mo- 
deration. Morad  lay  ill  oi  his  wounds  ;  and,  be- 
ing unable  to  attend  to  b.ifinefs,  a  fair  field  was 
left  for  his  brother.  1  he  emperor,  when  the 
van  of  the  rebels  appeared  in  light,  ordered  the 
gates  of  the  citadel,  which  was  a  place   of  great 

Itrength. 


i^he 


S  H  A  W      J  E  H  A  N.  26l 

ftrength,  to  be  fhut.      This   refolution   alarmed     A.  D. 
Aurungzebe.     To  attack  his  father  would  be   a      'j^^f* 
meafure  of  great  imprudence.     His    health  being      ro68. 
re-eftabliflied,  his  fubjeds  dill  looked  up  to   him  ^-"^^r^^ 
as   their   only    lawful    fovereign.       Aurungzebe, 
therefore,  refolved  to  fubfliiute  art  in   the  place 
of  force. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  gale  of  the  city  he  Aunnig- 
fent  a  trufty  meifenger  to  his  father.  He  ordered  Jo^his'^^a- 
him  to  touch  the  ground  in  his  name,  before  the  'her. 
emperor  ;  and  to  fignify  to  him,  that  Aurung- 
zebe Oill  retained  for  him  the  aiFedlion  of  a  fon, 
and  the  loyalty  of  a  fubject ;  that  his  grief  for 
what  had  happened  was  exceedingly  great ;  that 
he  lamented  the  ambition  and  evil  defigns  of  Da- 
ra,  who  had  forced  him  to  extremities  ;  that  he 
rejoiced  extremely  at  the  emperor's  recovery  from 
his  indifpofition  ;  and  that  he  himfelf  remained 
without  the  city,  in  humble  expedation  of  his 
commands.  Shaw  Jehan  being  no  (Iranger  to 
the  dark,  crafty,  and  intriguing  difpofition  of 
Aurungzebe,  received  his  meffenger  with  affected 
joy.  He  had  long  difcovered  his  paflion  for 
reigning  ;  and  he  refolved  to  meet  deceit  with  du- 
plicity. He,  however,  was  not  a  match  in  art 
for  his  fon ;  and  by  endeavouring  to  intrap  Au- 
rungzebe, he  himfelf  fell  at  laft  into  the  fnare. 

Shaw  Jehan,  to  expifcate  the  real  defigns  of  his  The  con- 
rebellious  fons,  fent  his  elded:  daughter  Jehanara 
to  vifit  them,  upon  their  arrival  at  the  gates  of 
Agra.  Aurungzebe  having  owned  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  Morad,  the  princefs  went  firfh  to  his  tent. 
Morad  was  of  a  difpofition  that  could  neither  con- 
ceal his  hatred  nor  his  love.  He  knew  that  Je- 
hanara was  inviolably  attached  to  the  interefts  of 
his  eider  brother  ;  and  being  at  the  fame  time  fret- 
ful through  the  pain  of  his  wounds,  he  treated 
her  with  difrefpect,  and  even  ufed  harfh  expref- 

B  b  2  fions. 
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A.  o.      fions.     The  haughty  fpirit  of  Jehanara  was   im- 
[Jf^'     patient  of  infult.     She  called  for  her  chair  in  her 
io6S.      rage,  and   told  him,  that  his  brutality  was  equal 
'"•""v-'"*^  to  his  crimes.     The  behaviour  of  Morad  to  his 
fifter   was  inftantly    carried   to   Auruni^zebe,  by 
his  fpies.     He  ran  out  of  his  tent,  and  Ropt  her 
chair.     "  Will  my  fifter,"  he  faid,  "  leave  the 
camp  without  enquiring  concerning  my  health  ? 
Mv  long  abfence,  JehAnara,  has,  I  fear,  blotted  me 
out  of  the  metnorv  of  my  relations.     Should  you 
not  deign  yourfelf  to  honour  me  with  your  pre- 
fence,  it  would  have  been  kind  to  havefent  to  me 
one  of  vour  meaneft  (laves,  to  give  me  foine  ac- 
counts of  my  father."     Having  flattered  her  pride 
with  fuch   expreftions  as  thefe,  he  prevailed  upon 
her  to  enter  his  tent,  where  (he  was  treated   with 
the  higheft  refped  and  diltindion. 
of  the  Xo  gain  the  confidence  of  Jehanara,    he  pre- 

jehanaia  teudi  d  f..'  greite't  remorfe  for  his  own  behaviour. 
He  told  her,  that  his  happinefs  in  life  depended 
upon  his  father's  forgivenefs  of  his  errors.  "  But 
why  did  I  call  them  errors,  Jehanara  ?"  faid  he, 
"  they  are  crimes  ;  though  I  might  plead  as  an 
excufe,  that  J  was  deceived  by  defigning  men  ; 
but  my  folly  in  believing  them,  has  thrown  dif- 
credit  on  my  underftanding,  in  my  own  eyes.** 
His  alTeverations  were  accompanied  with  tears  ; 
and  the  princefs  was  deceived.  "  I  am  no 
itr;mger,"  flie  replied,  "  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
emperor,  on  a  fubjefl:  which  has  caufed  fo  much 
oi  his  forrow.  He  is  mo  ft  offended  at  Morad, 
who  has  added  the  name  of  Sv  vereign  to  his  other 
cr;:nes.  He  confiders  Aurungzebe  as  only  mif- 
led  by  mifreprefentation  ;  Morad  as  an  obftinate 
and  determined  rebel.  Dtlert  him,  therefore, 
and  you  may  not  only  depend  upon  forgivenefs, 
bur  upon  all  the  favour  an  indulgent  parent  can 
beitow  on  a  fon  whom  he  loves." 

Aurungzebe's 
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Aurungz^be's  countenance  appeared  lightened     a.  d. 
up  with  joy,  during  the  time  which  (h'.  tmploycd  in      ?^sS« 
fpeaking.     But  an  affected  darknt-ls  returned  up^n      ,o|;\ 
his  features   when  (he  mentioned  Morad.     "  Da-  "^-^t — ■^ 
ra's  party,"  he   then  began,  "  is    ruined;    and  J!^,' '^^^j , 
Fortune  has  added  to  the  friends  of  Morad.    1  he 
firfl:  is   unpopular,  on    account  of    his   pafllonate 
feverity  among  the  nobility  ;    the  latter  beloved, 
for  the  open  honelly  of    his  difpofition  and    his 
unequalled  valour.     "  As     for   me,"    contii.ued 
Aurungzebe,  "  I  am  what  I  feem,  a  man  devoted 
to  the  fervice  of  God  ;    a  charaOer    little  calcu- 
lated to  gain  the  favour  of  men.     But  fhould  Da- 
ra  appear  to  have  friends    to  fupport    my  endea- 
vours to  regain  the  esteem  of  my  father,  I  venture 
toaflure  Jehan'ira,  that  I  will  fucceed  or  peri(h  in 
the  attempt."     He  fpoke  thefe  words  with  fuch  an 
appearance  of  emphatic  fincerity,  that  the  princcfs 
was  overjoyed.     In  the  opennefs  of  her  heart,  (he 
informed  him  of  all  the  refources  of  her  brother 
Dara  ;  and  (he  mentioned  the  na;nes  ot  his  prin- 
cipal friends.     Many  who  pretended  to  be  in  the 
intereft  of    Aurungzebe   were  of    the  number ; 
though  they    had   yielded  for  the  prefent   to    the 
bias  of  fortune.     Without  any  perfonal  aiFedion 
for  Dara,  they  affected  his  caufe  from  a  principle 
of  juftice.     "  I    am  rejoiced,    Jehaiiara,"    faid 
Aurungzebe,  "  at  the  difcovery  you  have  made. 
No  doubts  now  remain  to  perplex  my  mind.     Go 
to  my  father,  and  tell   him,  that  in  two  days  he 
(hall  fee  Aurungzebe  at  his  feet." 

Shaw  Jehan,  upon  this  occafion,  forgot  the  Pmperor 
natural  cautioufnefs  of  his  charader.  He  looked  joara! 
upon  his  fchemes  as  completed  ;  and  thought  he 
faw  Aurungzebe  already  fubmitting  to  his  cle- 
mency. In  the  fuUnefs  of  his  heart  he  fat  down 
and  wrote  a  letter  to  Dara.  He  acquainted  the 
prince,  that  the  bad  afpe6l  of  his  fortune  began  to 

change. 
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A-  D.     change.     "  Aurungzebe,"  faid  he,  "  is  difguft- 
iifg      ^^  ^^'^^^  '^^  inlolcnce  of  Morad.     He  is  to  aban- 
1068.     don  that  haughty  young  man,  and  to  throw  him- 
^^■^^r''^  felt    at   my  feet.      A   foolifli    and   inexperienced 
bov,  who  owed  all  his  fuccefs  to   the    abilities  of 
his  brother,  mult  foon  fall  when   deprived  of  his 
fupporr.     But  we  are  not  to  depend  upon  the  con- 
trition of  Aurungzebe.      When  he  fliall  enter  the 
citadel,  his  pcrfon  will  be  feized.     Hold  yourfelf, 
therefore,  in   readinefs  to  march   with  all  expe- 
dition to  Agra,      rwo  days  more  fhall   carry   to 
you  accounts  of   the   full  completion  of  our  de- 
figns.'*       !  he   empetor  placed   his  letter  in   the 
hands  of  Nahirdil,  one  of  his  trufty   flaves.     He 
ordered  him  to  let  out  for  Delhi  at  midnight,  with 
all  expediiion. 
His  letter       ^j['i-,g  impatience  of  the  emperor  proved  fatal  to 
Jd.  his  fchemes.     Shaida  Chan  had    his   fpies  in  the 

prefence  ;   and  one  of  them  informed  him,  that  a 
letter  had  been  written,  and   given  in  charge  to 
Nahirdil.     He  fufpected  that   it  was  intended  for 
Dara  ;   and  he  occupied   the  road    toward  Delhi 
with  fome  faithful  friends.     Nahirdil    had   fcarce 
iffued  out  of    the   gate  of  the  city,    when  fome 
horfemen  furrounded  and    feized  him.     He  was 
brought  to  Shailla,  who  perufed  the  letter.     Ele- 
vated with  the  difcovery,  he  immediately  went  to 
the  palace  of  Aurungzebe  ;    for   that  prince  had 
now  taken  up  his  refidence  in  the  ciiy.     The  flave 
■was    confined    with    the   greatefl   fecrecy.       The 
prince  read  ihe  letter  without  emotion.     He  had 
always  doubted    the  emperor's  finccrity,  when  he 
promifed  his  forgivenefs  to  a  fon  who  had  ruined 
his   armies  in   two  battles.     He,    however,  pro- 
fecuted  his  pl.ui  of  deceit  with  indefatigable  per- 
feverance.      lo  befiege  his  father   in    the    citadel 
would  be  an  unpopular,  if  not  a  dangerous,  mea- 
fure.     The  reverence  which  the  army  flill  had  for 

their 


S  H  A  W     J  E  H  A  N.  265 

their  aged  foveieign,  would    prevent  them  from     a.  d. 
drawing  their  fwords  againft  him.     But  the  citadel      *^^^- 
mud  be  polTefTed,  and  the   perfon  of    the  father      1068. 
muft  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  ambitious  fon  ;  ^-"^i — •' 
otherwife  he  may  give  his  hopes  to  the  wind. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  Aurunezebe  was  to  Aurung- 
have  performed  his  promife  of  vifning  his  father  khemes 
in  the  citadel.  The  emperor,  full  of  anxiety, 
looked  forward  to  the  appointed  hour,  in  which 
he  faw  a  period  to  his  misfortunes.  A  letter  from 
his  fon  was  delivered  into  his  hands,  when  he 
expefted  him  in  perfon.  He  told  his  father,  that 
his  crimes  were  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  that  he  could 
not  dived  himfelf  of  fear  that  the  injured  empe- 
ror would  not  forgive  him.  "  However  much 
defirous  I  am  of  being  received  into  favour,  I 
cannot  rifque.my  perfonal  fafety  in  the  prelence. 
The  guilty  are  always  timid.  Permit  me,  there- 
fore, to  receive  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  my 
fovereign's  forgivenefs  ;  and  let  my  fon  Mahom- 
med,  who  reveres  the  perfon  and  authority  of 
his  grandfather,  be  admitted  into  the  citadel  \  ith 
a  guard  for  the  protection  of  my  perlbn."  Shaw 
Jehin,  anxious  for  the  execution  of  his  own  pro- 
ject, found,  that  without  confenting  to  thefe 
propofals,  it  mufl:  be  entirely  fruftrated.  He 
therefore  returned  for  anfwcr,  that  Mahommed, 
with  a  certain  number  of  men,  might  come. 

Mahommed,  accordingly,  having  received  the  to  fpize the 
proper  inftruttions  from  his  father,  entered  the  emperor. 
citadel,  and  difpofed  his  party  in  different  places. 
The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  had  concealed 
a  body  of  men  in  a  court  adjoining  to  the  haram. 
The  prince  roaming  about,  lighted  on  thefe  men. 
He  complained  to  the  emperor  of  an  intention 
againft  his  father's  perfon  ;  he  therefore  plainly 
told  him,  that  till  thefe  men  were  removed,  he 
would  fend  a   melTenger  to  Aurungzebe  to  flop 

him 
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A.  D.  him  from  coming  into  the  citadel.  Shaw  Jehan, 
'j^l'^*  whether  he  put  fome  confidence  in  the  promifes  of 
1068.  his  fon,  or  that  he  thought  he  could  feize  him  by 
'•^"^f — ^  means  of  the  women  and  eunuchs  of  the  feraglio, 
is  uncertain  ;  but  he  removed  the  foldiers  out  of 
the  fort,  as  a  proof  of  his  fincerity.  It  after- 
wards appeared,  that  the  emperor  refted  his  hopes 
ona  number  of  robufl  Tartar  women  in  the  haram, 
whom  he  had  armed  with  daggers ;  and  who, 
from  the  fpirit  of  their  country,  were  fit  for  an 
undertaking  of  boldnefs. 
Shaw  Je-  Mahommed,  contrary  to  his  expectations, 
prifoner.  lound  his  party  luperior  withm  the  citadel.  He, 
however,  concealed  his  intentions.  Every  thing 
was  fettled  ;  and  the  emperor  and  his  grandfon 
remained  in  filent  expeclation.  News  was  at  laft 
brought,  that  Aurungzebe  had  mounted  his  horfe  ; 
and  that  the  procelTion  of  his  retinue  was  approach- 
ing. Shaw  Jehan  was  elevated  with  hopes  ;  but 
the  crafty  prince,  as  it  ftruc  ^  with  a  fit  of  devo- 
tion, ordered  his  cavalcade  to  change  their  courfe, 
and  to  move  toward  the  tomb  of  Akbar,  where  he 
intended  to  offer  up  his  prayers  to  Heaven.  When 
the  emperor  was  informed  of  this  circumflance, 
he  (tarted  up  from  his  throne  in  great  rage. 
"  Mahommed,"  faid  he  to  the  prince,  "  what 
means  Aurungzebe  by  this  behaviour.?  Is  he 
more  anxious  to  appeafe  the  fpirit  of  his  great 
anceftor  for  his  crimes,  than  the  offended  majef- 
ty  of  his  own  father  ?"  Mahommed  calmly  re- 
plied, "  My  father  had  never  any  intention  to 
vifit  the  emperor."  *'  What  then  brought  Ma- 
hommed hither  ?"  retorted  Shaw  Jehan.  "  To 
take  charge  of  the  citadel,"  Mahommed  coolly 
rejoined.  The  emperor  finding  himfelf  betrayed 
and  outwitted  by  his  grandfon,  bore  him  down 
with  a  torrent  of  opprobrious  names.  The  prince, 
feeing   his  paflion  rifing   beyond  the  bounds  of 
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reafon,  retired  from  the  prefence  with  the  ufual     a  d. 
obeifance,  and  left  his  rage  to  fubfide  at  leifure.  [J^s. 

The  emperor,  after  the  heat  of  his  paffion  was  1068. 
over,  beojan  to  refled  upon  his  deplorable  condi-  ^-"^i—^^ 
tion.  He  accufed  his  own  weaknefs  more  than  ^hp  g'^I^* 
his  fortune ;  and  he  was  afhamed  to  have  fallen  pire 
into  a  fnare  which  he  himfelf  had  laid.  Refent- 
ment  and  a  defire  of  immediate  revenge  prevailed 
over  every  other  paflion  of  his  foul.  He  fent 
again  for  Mahommed.  The  prince  came  ;  and 
found  his  grandfather  with  his  hand  upon  the 
Coran,  and  his  eves  raifed  to  the  Imperial  crown, 
which  was  fufpended  over  his  head.  "  You  fee, 
Mahommed,"  he  faid,  "  theie  facred  objefls, 
before  an  uifortunate  old  man.  I  am  over- 
whelmed Vkiti  rage,  worn  out  with  age  and  dif- 
eafe.  It  is  in  your  power,  young  man,  to  make 
me,  for  once,  happy  in  my  latter  days.  Releafe 
me  from  prifon ;  and  by  thefe,"  pointing  to  the 
crown,  and  holding  the  Coran  in  his  hand,  "  I 
folemnly  fwear  to  make  you  emperor  of  the  Mo- 
guls." The  prince  was  filent ;  but  various  paf- 
fions  flew  alternately  over  his  features.  "  And 
do  you  hefitate,"  begun  Shaw  Jehan,  "  to  do 
an  a6lion,  which  will  at  once  gain  you  the  favour 
of  Heaven  and  the  empire  of  Hindoftan?  Are 
you  afraid,  that  it  (hall  be  hereafter  related  to 
your  difpraife,  that  you  delivered  an  aged  grand- 
father from  prifon  and  difgrace?'*  The  prince 
hung  down  his  head  for  a  moment ;  then  fud- 
denly  ftarting,  rufhed  out  without  uttering  a 
word. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  what  motive  induced  to  the  inn 
the  prince  to  decline  the  offer  made  to  him  by  °^  ^"- 
Shaw  Jehan.     He  was  ambitious ;  nor  was  he  re-      "^ 
markablefor  his  filial  piety.     He  probably  doubt- 
ed   his    grandfather's    fmcerity ;    or   he   did   not 
chufe  to  truft  to  propofals   impofed  by  neceility. 

Aurunerzebe, 
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Anrungzebe,  however,  efcaped  from  imminent 
danger  through  the  felf-denial  of  his  fon.  Had 
the  empeior  appeared  in  pubHc  at  the  head  of  his 
friends,  Aurungzebe  would  (hrink  from  before 
him  ;  and  the  haughty  Morad  would  fly.  'I'he 
nobles  who  adhered  to  the  intereft  of  the  bro- 
thers, and  even  the  common  foldiers  had  repeat- 
edly declared,  that  they  would  not  draw  their 
fwords  againd  a  prince  under  whofe  long  and  au- 
fpicious  government  their  country  had  lo  much 
flourifhed.  The  firfl:  repulfe  received  from  Ma- 
hommed,  did  not  induce  the  emperor  to  relin- 
quiih  his  defigns.  He  fent  to  him  a  fecond  time; 
but  he  refufed  to  come  to  his  prefence  He  had 
dill  the  keys  of  the  citadel  in  his  poireflfion ;  and 
neither  Aurungzebe  nor  his  fon  chole  to  ufe  force 
to  obtain  them  from  him.  1  wo  days  palled  in 
this  fufpence.  Shaw  Jehan  was  obftinate ;  and 
Mahommed  ffood  on  his  guard  within  the  walls. 
The  firll,  however,  defpaired  of  gaining  over  the 
latter  to  his  purpofe;  and,  in  the  evening  of  the 
fecond  day,  he  fent  him  the  keys  of  the  fortrefs, 
and  defired  him  to  acquaint  his  father,  that  he 
might  now  come,  in  full  fecurity,  to  fee  his  im- 
priloned  fovereign. 
Aunjng-  Aurungzebe  excufed  himfelf  in  a  letter.  He 
^^^''    ,      complained  of  his  father's  intentions  againft  him, 

wnte^  to  r  n        r     i  i     r  •        jn.*  u 

the  tinpe-  undcr  the  mafk  ot  clemency  and  triendlnip ;  tnat 
when  he  pretended  to  forgive  one  fon,  he  aflifted 
another  fon  with  money,  to  take  away  his  life  in 
war.  "  If  the  emperor  complains,"  faid  Au- 
rungzebe, "  Dara  is  only  to  blame.  He  owes 
his  m)^fortunes  to  the  ambition  and  evil  defigns 
of  a  fon  unworthy  of  his  favour.  As  for  me," 
continued  ilie  prince,  *'  no  injuries  can  alter  my 
affcttions.  Nature  makes  me  wilh  well  to  my 
father;  and  Heaven  has  impofed  my  regard  for 
him  upon  me  as  a  duty.     But  though  I  love   the 
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emperor,  1  alfo  love  my  life;  and  I  am  deter-  a.d. 
mined  not  to  irull  it  in  the  hands  of  even  a  father,  '^58. 
till  the  influence  of  iil-defigning  perfons  has  de-  ,06V. 
parted  quite  from  his  mind.  Let  him,  in  the 
mean  while,  pafs  his  time  in  that  lerene  tranquil- 
lity which  is  fuitable  to  his  years ;  and  when  I 
(hall  have  difabled  Dara  from  doing  further  harm 
to  the  empire,  I  myfelf  will  come  and  open  the 
gates  of  the  citadel."  This  letter  was  only  in- 
tended to  deceive  the  people.  It  was  publicly 
read  to  the  nobles ,  and  it  is  even  doubtful  whe- 
ther it  was  fent  at  all  to  the  emperor. 

When  the  prince  Mahommed  took  pofTeflion  Pe 
of  the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  vi'ith  the  citadel,  ^^"fa'i- 
his  father,  as  has  been  already  related,  was  pay- 
ing his  devotions  at  the  fhrine  of  the  emperor 
Akbar.  When  intelligence  of  his  fon's  iuccefs 
was  carried  to  him,  he  immediately  waited  upon 
Morad  in  hib  palace ;  and  told  him  all  the  cir- 
cumltances  ot  the  afi:air.  '1  hat  prince,  who 
knew  that  he  could  have  no  hopes  from  his  fa- 
ther, was  much  pleafed  at  hearing  of  his  impri- 
fonment.  Aurungzebe,  in  the  mean  time,  fa- 
luted  him  emperor,  and  faid ;  "•  Morad  had  be- 
fore the  name,  but  he  now  has  the  power  of  a  fo- 
vereign.  Mv  wiOies,"  continued  he,  *'  are  now 
completely  accomplifhed.  I  have  contributed  to 
raift  a  prince,  worthy  of  the  throne  of  our  ancef- 
tors,  and  I  have  but  one  favour  to  alk  for  all  the 
fatigue  which  I  have  undergone."  "  Speak  your 
wifhes,"  (aid  Morad,  "  and  they  (hall  be  in- 
llantly  granted."  "  This  world,"  replied  Au- 
rungzebe,  "  has  already  overwhelmed  me  too 
much  with  its  cares.  I  long  to  throw  the  burden 
away  ;  I  am  tired  of  the  vain  buftle  and  pagean- 
try of  life.  Will,  therefore,  the  emperor  of  the 
Moguls  permit  me  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca  ?  will  he  give  me  fome  fmall  allowance  to 

enable 
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A.  n,     enable  me  to  paTs  my  days  in  eafe,  and  in  the  ex- 
l^?^'     ercife  of  prayer  and  conftant  devotion  ?'*  Morad, 
IC6R.     though  fecretly  overjoyed  at  his   relolution,  made 
"^-""Y"-**-'  fome  flight  attempts   to  diffuade  him.     Aurung* 
zebe  was  determined.     His  brother  yielded  to  his 
importunity ;  and  the  crafty  prince   prepared   for 
a  journey  which  he  never  intended  to  make. 
Prepares         Whilft  this  farcc  was  ading  at    Agra,  advices 
Baia/  "^    arrived    that   Dara   had  colleded  a  confiderable 
force  at  Delhi.     Officers  of  diilindion  crowded  to 
the  prince  every  day  from  the  diltant  provinces. 
Aurungzebe  pretended  to  be  alarmed.     He  ad- 
vifed  his  brother  to  march  in  perfon  to  finifh  the 
war.     1  hat  prince,  who  was  fond  of  a£tion,  pre- 
pared for  the  field  ;  but  he  wanted  money.     'Ihe 
old  emperor  had  concealed  part  of  the  Imperial 
treafure ;   Aurungzebe  had  fecreted  the  reft.     The 
army  of  Morad  had  not  been  paid  for  two  months, 
and  they  began  to  murmur.      The  prince  called 
together    all   the  bankers  of  Agra.     He   offered 
to  mortgage  part  of  the  revenue,  for  an  immedi- 
ate  loan  ;    but  they  refufed  to  give  him  credit. 
He  was  enraged  beyond  mtafure,  and  he  prepared 
to  ufe   force ;    when    his     brother    advifed    him 
againft  an  a6t  of  injuftice,    and  promifed  to  dif- 
charge  the  arrears   due  to  the  army  out  of  his 
own  private  fortune.      Morad  acceded  to  the  pro- 
pofal,  without  obferving  its  fatal  tendency.     Au- 
rungzebe, by  this  expedient,  became  at  once  po- 
pular in  the  army  and  in  the  city. 
^Aut^iT'        1  he  defigns  of  Aurungzebe  were   now  too  pal- 
Morad.      pable  not  to  be  perceived.     The  friends  of  Morad 
had  long  feen  through  his   deceit  ;  and  the  prince 
himfeif,    though   not  fufpicious,    was    now  con- 
vinced that  he  covered  ambition  under  the  mafk 
of  fandity.     The  preparations  for  Mecca  had  been 
converted    into  preparations    for   the    field.     He 
told  his  brother,  that  he  Hill  ftood  in  need  of  his 
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advice.     He  marched  In  front  from  Agra,  with     a.  n. 
a  divifion  of   the    army ;    and     Morad,    having      'M- 
created  his  uncle  Shaifla,  captain-general  of  the      ,o6i. 
Imperial  forces,  left  that  lord  in  the  govern nient  >«-"-v"^-/ 
of  Agra,  and  followed  Aurungzehe.      Ihe  latter 
prince  having  arrived  at  Murtra,  received   intelli- 
gence, that  Dara  had  taken  the  route  of  Lahore. 
He  ftopt  and  waited  for  the  arrival  of  his  brother  ; 
who  joined  him  the  next    day.      Ihe   latter  had, 
on    his   march,  been    convinced   by  his   friends, 
that  his  brother  had  deflgns  on  his  life  ;  and  ielf- 
preftrvation,  as  well  as  ambition,  rendered  it  ne- 
cefTary  for  him  to  prevent  the  falling  blow. 

The  day  after  Morad's  arrival  at  the  camp  near  '^:'5^^':ar- 
Muttra,  he  invited  his  brother  to  an  entertain- 
ment. Aurungzeie,  who  never  had  fufpecled 
the  open  temper  of  Morad,  accepted  of  the  invi- 
tation. When  the  brothers  fat  at  dinner,  Nazir 
Shabas,  high-(leward  of  the  houfebold,  who  was 
in  the  fecret,  entered  fuddenlv,  and  whiipered  in 
Morad's  ear,  that  now  was  the  time  to  make  a 
rent  in  a  maguihcent  drefs.  Aurungzebe,  whofe 
eye  could  trace  the  thou^hrs  in  the  features  of 
the  face,  was  ahrmed  at  this  myderious  whifper- 
ing,  as  well  as  at  the  affected  gaiety  of  his  brother. 
He  remained  filent ;  and  Morad  difpatched  Shabas, 
with  only  defiring  him  to  wait  the  fignal.  Au- 
rungzebe was  now  convmced  that  there  was  a  de- 
fign  againfl  his  life.  He  complained  fuddenlv  of  a 
violent  pain  in  his  bowels  ;  and,  rifmg  under  a 
pretence  of  retiring,  joined  his  guards,  and  re- 
turned to  his  own  quarter  of  the  camp. 

Morad  afcribed  his  brother's  departure  to  his  ill-  Morad 
nefs;  and  entertained  no  idea  tliar  he  had  the  lead    ^"^'"^  ' 
fufpicionof  hisown  intentions.  In  thrt -'."i^y  she  reco- 
vered of  the  pretended  pain  in  his  bowel's.   He  re- 
ceived his  brother's  congratulations withevery mark 
of  efleem  and  affedion  j  and  the  day  alter,  he  fent 

him 


272  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

A.  D.     him  an  invitation  to  come  to  his  tent,  to  fee  fome 
i6s8.     beautiful  women,  whom  he  had  collected  for  his 
,c6?.      amufemenr.     Their  performances   in  finj^ing,    in 
dancing,  and  in  playing  upon  various  inllruments 
of  mufic,  were,  he  faid,  beyond  any    thing  ever 
feen  in  Hindoff  an.    He  enlarged  upon  their  grace, 
their  beauty,  the  elegant  fymmetry  of  their  limbs. 
The  mind  of  Morad,  who   was  naturally   a  great 
lover  of  pleafure,  was  inflamed  at  the  defcriplion  : 
and,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  his    friends,  he 
■went  to  his  brother's  quarter.     On  the  arrival  of 
the  emperor,  as    Aurun^Tzebe  affedled  to  call  his' 
brother,  he  was  received  by  the    young  ladies  in 
an  inner  tent.     Thev  were   handfome  beyond  de- 
fciiption,  and    the  voluptuous   prince  was    flruck 
with  a  pleafmg  aftonifhment  at  their  charms, 
and  feezed       An  elegant  entertainment  was  in  the  mean  time 
ferved  up  to  the  found  of  vocal    and  inftrumental 
niufic.     Mornd  vns  elevated,  and  called  for  wine 
of  Shiraz.     Ihe  ladies  fat  round  him  in  a   circle, 
and  Aurungzebe,  throwing  off  his  ufual  auderity, 
began  to  partake  of  the   wine.      Morad  in  a  fhort 
time  became  intoxicated,  and  his  brother,  inllead 
of  wine,  impofcd  upon   him   bumpers  of  arrack. 
He  at  length  fell  afleep  on  a  fopha,  in    the   arms 
of  one  of   the  ladies.      Aurungzebe  had,    in   the 
mean  time,  given  orders  to  fome   of  his   officers, 
to  entertain  the  lords  who  attended  Morad  in  the 
fame  voluptuous  manner.     Even   his   bo  <y-guard 
were  intoxicated  uiih  wine;  fo  that  the  untortu- 
iiate  prir.ce  was  left  without  defence, 
bv  Au-  Aurungzebe   gave  orders   10   ZiiTer  Jung  and 

i-oD^it  e.  ji^j-^j,  other  lords,  to  cnttr  the  tent  and  to  bind 
his  brother.  The  lady  retired  upon  their  coining; 
and  they  advanced  to  the  lopha  on  which  he  lay. 
His  fword  and  da^^ger  had  been  already  removed 
by  the  care  ot  Aurungzebe;  and  they  began 
iotily  to    bind  his  hands.     IMorad    flarted   up  at 

this 
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this  operation ;  and  began  to  deal  around  a.  d. 
his  blows.  The  lords  were  terrified,  and  "^5^« 
the  prince  began  to  call  ak  ud  for  his  ("word,  jo'fi" 
Aurun^rzebe,  who  ftood  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  ^-^r — -* 
thruit  his  head  from  behind  [he  curtain,  and  faid, 
with  a  menacing  voice,  "  He  has  no  choice  but 
death  or  fubmiliion  ;  difpatch  him  if  he  refills." 
Morad,  Hearing  the  voice  of  his  brother,  began 
to  upbraid  him  ;  and  fubmitted  to  his  fate.  Nazir 
Shabas,  his  principal  friend  and  advifer,  was  at 
the  fame  inftant  feized.  He  had  been  fitiing  un- 
der a  canopy  before  the  paymafler-general's  tent  ; 
and  at  a  fignal  given,  the  ropes  of  the  four  poles 
were  at  once  cut  ;  and  before  he  coukf  extricate 
himfelf,  he  was  bound.  The  other  lords  who 
were  attached  to  the  prince,  being  furrounded 
with  armed  men,  were  brought  before  Aurung- 
zebe,  to  whom  they  fwore  allegiance.  A  mur- 
mur ran  through  the  camp  :  but  it  was  an  ineifec- 
tual  found  :  and  the  army,  as  if  but  half  wakened 
from  a  dream,  fell  fafl  afleep  again. 

The  night  was  not  far  advanced  when  Morad  J:^"^  P"- 
was  feized  and  bound.  Before  day-light  appeared,  Agra. 
he  and  his  favourite  were  mounted  on  an  elephant, 
in  a  covered  amari  or  caflle,  and  fent  off  under  an 
efcort  to  Agra.  Fearing  that  fome  attempts  might 
be  made  to  refcue  them,  Aurungzebe  ordered 
three  other  elephants  to  be  fent  off  befoie  them, 
attended  by  guards  to  elude  purfuers.  The 
precaution  was  unneceffary.  Mankind  forfook 
JMorad  wiih  his  fortune.  In  action,  in  the  man-^ 
ly  exercifes  of  the  field,  he  had  many  admirers  ; 
but  the  accomplifhments  of  his  mind  acquired 
him  but  few  friends  ;  and  even  thofe  whom  he 
favoured  with  his  generofuy,  were  difguited  at 
his  haughtinefs.  He  fell  by  attempting  to  be  art- 
ful. Had  he  followed,  in  his  defigns  againi't  his 
brother,  the  natural  bias  of  his  own  intrepid  mind, 
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he  could  not  have  failed  ;  but  he  met  that  crafty 
prince  in  his  own  province  of  deceit,  and  he  was 
foiled.  Ibis  remarkable  tranfadion  happened  in 
the  camp  near  Muttra,  on  the  fixth  of  July  1658. 
zliTad-  Though  bhaifta,  who  was  left  in  the  govern- 
varces  to  mcnt  of  Agra,  was  fufficiently  attached  to  the 
^^'^'*  caufe  of  Aurungzebe,  that  cautious  prince  left 
his  foil  Mahommed  in  that  capital,  to  watch  any 
unforefeen  events  that  might  arife.  To  the  joint 
care  of  Mahommed  and  Shailta  the  unfortunate 
Morad  vi^as  committed  ;  and  his  brother  having 
no  fears  remaining  in  that  quarter,  moved  his 
camp  from  Muttra,  and  arrived  at  Delhi  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  July.  Though  he  had  not  aflum- 
ed  the  Imperial  titles,  he  created  Omrahs  in  that 
city,  the  firfl  of  whom  was  Ziffer  Jung,  whom 
he  dignified  with  the  name  of  Chan  Jehan.  Un- 
der that  lord  he  detached  a  divifion  of  his  army 
againd  Dara.  That  prince,  upon  the  news  of  the 
approach  of  Ziffer,  decamped  from  Sirhind,  and 
took  the  route  of  Lahore.  In  his  march  he  laid 
under  military  execution  all  the  Rajas  and  go- 
vernors of  diftricls  who  refufed  to  join.  He 
raifcd  confiderable  fums  in  his  way  ;  and  having 
croifed  the  Suttuluz,  ordered  all  the  boats  on 
tliat  river  to  be  deftroyed. 
Vara  fies       Dara   hpving    advanced   bcvond  the  river  Bca, 

to  Lahore.  ,—  rr  r    t     i  /^'-    •         l  •  • 

took  polltnion  or  Lahore.  Givmg  his  army  time 
to  bieathe  in  that  city,  he  employed  himfelf  in 
levying  troops,  and  in  collecting  the  Imperial 
revenue.  Daood,  the  general  of  his  forces,  re- 
mained in  the  mean  time  at  the  village  of  Til- 
bundi,  with  half  the  army,  to  guard  the  paflTage 
of  the  liver  Bea.  Aurungzebe,  upon  advice  of 
the  difpofitions  of  Dara,  reinforced  the  army  of 
Ziffer  wiih  five  ihoufand  horfe,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Chillulla.  The  war  with  Dara,  from  be- 
ing protruded,  became   ferious.     The   minds  of 
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the  people  were  divided,  as  long   as  two   princes     A  D, 
continued  in  the   field.     Aurungz^e,    with  his     '^j^f" 
caution,  v/as  rapid  in  his  defigns.     He  knew  how      1068. 
to  ufeas  well  as  how  to  gain  a  vidory.     His  fuf- "'— 'T'"'"'-' 
picious  temper  faw  peril  rifing  from   delay  ;    and 
therefore,    notwiuhftanding    the     foKlitial     rains 
were   at  their   height,  and   the   coun[ry    deluged 
with  water,  he  prepared  to  move   toward  Lahore 
with  all  his  forces. 

Apprehending  that  his  not  afluming  the  nameAurung- 
of  Emperor,  would  be  confidere/i  by  mankind  as^.^^^ 
a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  injuflice  of  his  the 
proceedings,  he  refolved  to  ex  all  the  Imperial' 
umbrella  over  his  head.  His  afFe6led  felf-denial 
upon  former  occafions,  (food  at  prefent  in  the 
way  of  his  defigns.  He  was  afhamed  to  take 
upon  himfelf  an  honour  which,  from  motives  of 
religion,  he  had  pretended  before  to  rejeft.  His 
mofl  intimate  friends  knew,  however,  the  fecret 
thoughts  of  his  mind.  They  infinuated  to  the 
nobles,  that  Aurungzebe,  from  declining  fo  long 
to  afcend  the  throne,  feemed  to  have  (till  an  inten- 
tion of  retiring  from  the  world,  that,  in  his  zeal 
for  religion,  he  might  be  induced  to  leave  his 
friends  to  the  refentment  of  his  enemies  ;  that 
therefore  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  all  to  force  upon, 
him,  in  a  manner,  a  power  necedary  to  their 
own  fafety.  They  waited  upon  him  in  a  body. 
He  feemed  difappointed,  and  even  offended  at 
their  propofal.  At  length  he  fufFered  himfelf  to 
be  perfuaded.  "  You  are,'*  faid  he,  "  refolved 
to  facrlfice  my  love  of  retirement  to  your  own 
eafe.  But  be  it  fo  ;  God  will,  perhaps,  give  me 
that  tranquillity  upon  the  throne,  which  1  hoped 
to  find  in  a  cell ;  and  if  lefs  of  my  time  fbal] 
be  employed  in  prayer,  more  of  it  will  be  fpent 
in  good  adions.  1  fhould  only  have  an  inclina- 
tion  for  virtuous  deeds   in  my  retreat  j  but,  as 
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A.  n.  emperor  of  the  Moguls,  I  fhall  have  the  power 
[^^^'  of  doing  them.  Thefe  motives,  and  not  the 
1068.     vain  pomp  of  greatnefs,  induce  me  to  alTume  the 

On  the  fecond  of  Augufl:,  in  an  affembly  of  the 
nobility,  he  mounted  the  throne,  in  the  garden  of 
Azabad  near  Delhi.  No  pompous  ceremonies 
were  ufed  upon  the  occafion  ;  for  he  affe^led  to 
defpife  magnificence.  His  finances,  at  the  fame 
time,  were  low  ;  and  he  prudently  conildered  that 
money,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  afl'airs,  would 
be  better  bellowed  upon  an  army,  than  on  the  idle 
pageantry  of  Rate.  He  alfumed  upon  his  accefli' n 
to  the  throne,  the  pompous  title  of  Allum- 
GiRE,  OR  The  Conqueror  of  the  "World  ; 
being  then  near  the  clofe  of  the  fortieth  year  of 
his  age. 
RePtai-  The  means  taken  by  Aurun?Tzcbe  to  obtain  the 
°'=s  empire,  were  fcarce  more  jultifiable,  tlan  thofe  by 

which  he  fecured  to  himfeif  the  unJiliurbed  pof- 
feilion  of  the  throne.  Religion,  the  convenient 
cloke  of  knavery  in  all  countries,  was  the  chief 
engine  of  his  ambition  ;  and,  in  that  refped,  he 
relied  on  the  credulity  of  mankind,  to  a  degree 
of  unpardonable  imprudence.  His  fell-denial 
and  moderate  prof*  flions  agreed  fo  little  with  his 
actions,  that  it  is  even  adoniriiiii'^r^  how  any  perfon 
of  common  reflcftion  could  have  been  for  a  mo- 
ment deceived  .Butthe  vulgar  rive  implicit  faithto 
fandity  in  its  moft  quellionableform  ;  and  Mornd, 
by  vvhofe  popularity  and  valour  his  brother  over- 
threw the  hopes  of  Dara,  fufpeded  not  a  duplici- 
ty to  which  his  own  foul  was  a  ftranger.  To  de- 
ceive that  prince,  was  to  fecure  the  empire.  Bear- 
ing inore  the  appearance  of  an  hermit  himfclf,  than 
that  of  a  con)petitor  for  the  throne,  the  army 
looked  up  to  l\Iorad  ;  who  being  addided  beyond 
n)  ri'ure  to  pleafurc,  gave  up  the  influence  as  well 

as 
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as  the  labour   of  bufinefs   to  his   brother.     Au-    a.d. 
rungzebe,  to  fupport   his    ambitious  views,    was     !f.^^' 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  arts  which  flamp  his     1068. 
chara£ler   with    meannefs,  whilft  they  prove   the  "^-^j-^-^ 
abilities  of  his  mind. 

Morad,    with   many    commendable    qualities,  o"  the 
was  alfo  diftinguiflied   by  difgufting  weaknefTes.  "^^'^  " 
Inftead  of  that  haughty  pride  which  recommends 
itfelf  in  its  very   abfurdities,    he  was  puffed   up 
with  unmanly  vanity.      A  flranger  to  his  own 
merit  in  thofe  things  in   which   he  excelled  in  the 
opinion  of  the   world,    he   arrogated   to   himfelf 
praife  in  provinces  for  which  nature  had  altogether 
rendered  him  unfit.     With  an  open  and  generous 
difpofition,  he  wiflied  to  be   thought   artful  and 
fevere ;  and  blind  to  his  abilities  in  the    field,  he 
endeavoured  to   carry  the  palm    in    the  cabinet 
To  mention   to  him   the   defigns  of  his    brother, 
was  a  fatire   upon  his  penetration  ;  to  fuggefl:   to 
him  caution,  was,  in  his  eyes,  an  accufation  of  his 
courage.     He  looked    not   around  him    into  the 
condudl  of    others ;  and  he  abhorred   every   en- 
quiry into  his  own.     Under    the   fliadow  of  this 
carelefs   and   arrogant  vanity  in  Morad,  his  bro- 
ther fabricated  at  leifure  his  own    defigns.     But  • 
his  exceffive  eagernefs  to  heighten  the  deceit,  was 
the  means  of  its    being  difcovered.     Morad  him- 
felf faw  through  the  veil  of  flattery  which  he  had 
laid  over   his    ambitious  views ;  but  the   vanity, 
which  at  firfl  induced  him  to  give  faith  to  Aurung- 
zebe,  made  him  afterwards  defpife  his  infincerity. 
He  fell  at  lad  a  victim  to  his  own  arrogant  folly. 

Aurungzebe,  however,  owed  not  altogether  ^^j  jif^ 
his  fuccefs  either  to  his  own  hypocrify,  or  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  brother.  Naturally  averfe  to 
pomp  and  magnificence,  he  affe£led  all  his  life 
that  humble  deportment  which  brings  the  prince 
near  to  the  people.     Without  being  virtuous  from 
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A.  D.     principle,  he  was  an  enemy  to  vice  from   condi- 
"^5^-      luiion  ;   and    he    never  did    an  ad  of    injuflice, 
icii      till  \  c  alpired  to  the  throne.     In  his  private  cha- 
ra61:».r.   he  was  an  example  of  decency  to  others  ; 
an    afkdionate   parent,  a    fmccre    friend,  a  juft 
mailer.     DeUitute    of  that    elegance    of    perlon, 
and  that  winning  bthaviour  which    had   rendered 
his  brothers   the    iilols  of   the   people   wherever 
they  moved,  he  endeavoured  to  acquire  a   degree 
of  popularity   by   the    auflerity  of    his    manners. 
Like  the  reft    of  the  family  of   Timur,    he   was 
bred  up  with    very   free  notions  upon    the  fuhjt6t 
of  religion  ;  but   various    circumftances   induced 
him  afterwards  to  affume  tl  e  appearance  of  a    ri- 
gid devotee.     His  brothers,  by  encouraging  men 
of  all  religions,    had  offended   the    follou'ers    of 
Mahomnted.      Ihe   polferity    of    thofe    IVloguls, 
who   under   Babtr  conquered  India,  and  foldiers 
of  fortune  from   I'artary  and  Perfia,  occupied  the 
greateff  nuii)ber  of  the  places  of  profit  and  truff  in 
the  empire.     Thefe  could  not  fee,  without  envy, 
men  of  different  perfuafions  from  themfelves,  ad- 
mitted into  the    confidence  of  princes    who    Ifill 
profelfed  the  Mahommedan  faitfi.     Though  filent 
at   court,     they     murmured    in    fecret  ;    and    la- 
mented   the  declining   llaie   of  a  religion,  under 
the  aufpices  of  which  they  had  extended  their  go- 
vernment over   India.     Aurungzebe,  by  his  rigid 
adherence  to  the  tenets  inculcated   in  the  Coran, 
gained  the  ellecm  of   all   thofe,  who,  if    the  ex- 
preflion   nr,»y   be    ufed,  were    the    chains    which 
kept    together   the   nations   of  Hindoflan    under 
the   houfe  i)f   'limur.      Ivut  the  influence   which 
Aurungzcl>ie   derived  from  his  devotion  did  not, 
for  many  years,  fugged  an  ambition  to    afpire  to 
the  empire.     He  only  hoped,  that  under  the  cloke 
of  fandity,  he  might  pals  in  fafcty  his  life  under 

any 


S  H  A  W      J  E  H  A  N.  zyg 


any  of  his  brothers,  whom  Fortune  might  place  a  d, 

on  the  throne.  '^s*^* 

That  fpecious  appearance,    which  the   actions  ,068. 

of  a  man  of  religion  mu(t  wear  in  the  eyes  of  the 


world,  facilitated  his  fchemes.  In  his  long  march  rungifcbe. 
from  the  Decan,  his  troops  obferved  a  mo^  exact 
difcipline.  No  ravages  were  committed  ;  no  in- 
juftice  done.  When  he  fat  down  with  his  army 
in  a  field  of  corn,  he  either  paid  the  eftimated 
value  to  the  owners,  or  gave  a  receipt  for  it  as  a 
part  of  the  revenue  due  to  the  crown.  "  Though 
I  am  forced,"  faid  he,  "  into  a  war  by  the  machi- 
nations of  Dara,  I  cannot  confider  myfelf  as  in 
an  enemy's  country.*'  When  the  people  came  to 
decide  their  differences  before  him,  he  remanded 
them  to  the  officers  of  the  empire.  "  Fortune," 
he  was  heard  to  fay,  "  may  change  the  prince, 
but  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ftate  muft  not  be 
changed.  Snould  I  fail  in  my  prefent  enterprife," 
continued  he  to  the  petitioners,  "  my  judgment 
would  not  avail  you,  nay,  it  would  do  you  harm 
with  the  conquerors.  But  if  I  (hall  fucceed  in 
my  undertakings,  I  promife  to  acquiefce  in  the 
determinations  of  the  Imperial  judges."  Thefe 
moderate  lentiments  contributed  to  reconcile  the  ^ 
minds  of  the  people  to  his  government ;  and 
eveii  induced  them  to  afcribe  the  moit  wicked  of 
his  actions  to  necelTuy. 

When  the  news  of  his  having  mounted  the  Inteiii- 
throne  arrived  at  Agra,  the  governor  filled  every  S^nc^ 
corner  of  the  city  with  public  demonllrations  of 
joy.  The  people  were  rather  (truck  with  fur- 
prize,  than  moved  wita  giadaofs.  I'hey,  howe- 
ver, obferved  that  cautious  filence  which  fuits 
the  fubjecls  of  defpotifm.  The  nolle  of  the  ar- 
tillery on  the  walls  of  the  citadel,  faluted  the 
old  emperor's  ears,  and  rouzed  him  from  the 
melancholy  into  which  he  had  been  plunged  by 

misfortunes. 
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A.  D,     misfortunes.     "  Go,  Jehanara,"  he  faid,  for  his 
'jjj'^'     daughter  was  the  only   perfon    near  him ;  "  go, 
1068.     and  learn  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  mark  of  joy  ! 
"'-'"Y^^-^  But  why    Ihould  we   enquire  ?    The  gladnefs  of 
thofe    who  furround  us,  mufl    add  to  our  grief. 
Some  new  misfortune  muft    have  fallen  on  Da- 
ra  ;  look  not  abroad,  left  the  firfl:  object  to  ftrike 
your  eyes,  fliould  be  the  head  of  a  brother  whom 
you  tenderly   loved.'*      Jehanara,    burfting  into 
tears,  arofe  j  and,  in  the  paffage  which  led  to  the 
haram,  was  met  by  the  chief  eunuch,  who  was 
haftening  to  the  emperor  Vvith  the  news. 
"s"'acccf"^      The  eyes  of   Shaw  Jehan   flaftied   with    rage. 
fion.         He  rofe — he  walked  to  and  fro  through  the  apart- 
ment, but  he  uttered  not  one  word.     His  daugh- 
ter fat  at  a  diftance  in  tears  ;  he  raifed  his  eyes, 
and  looked  ftedfaflly  for  fome  time  on  the    figure 
of  a  crown  which  hung  fufpended  from  the  ceil- 
ing over  his  head.     He  called  at  length  fhe  chief 
eunuch;  "  Take,'*  faid  he,  "  that  bauble  away  j 
it  riiocks  me  with  the  memory  of  my  former  con- 
dition."    The  tear  (tood  in  his  eye  :  "  Yet  flay 
thy  hand,"  refumed  the  emperor  ;  "this  would  be 
owning  the  right  of  Aurungzebe.     He  beckoned 
to  the  eunuch    to  retire  :    he    Hood  involved    in 
thought.     "  The  new  emperor,  Jehanara,"  faid 
Shaw  Jehan,  "   has    prematurely    mounted    the 
throne.     He  Oiould  have   added  the  murder  of  a 
father  to  the  other  crimes  which  have  raifed  him 
fo  high.     Bi.t  this  perhaps  is  alfo  art ;  he  wants 
to  deprive  me,    by  mifreprefentation,   of  what  re- 
mains of  my   fame,    before   he   deprives   me   of 
life.!'* 
riowre-         Whilft  Shaw  Jehan  was  making  thefcmelancho- 
Shlwje'-   ly  reflections  on  his  own  loft  condition,   a  meflage 
han.  was  brought  to  him  from  Mahommed,  the  eldefl 

fon  of  Aurungzebe,  who  had  remained  at  Agra. 
He  begged  leave  to  have  permifTion  to  wait  upon 

his 
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his  grandfather.     The  emperor,  ltarfinn;from  his    An. 
reverie  at  the  name   of  Ivla^  ommed,    replied  to     '^?J" 
the  meflenger,  "  If  he  comes    as  an   enemy,  I     io6«t. 
have  no  power    to  prevent  him  ;   if  as  a  friend,  I  ■'-'^i'""''-^ 
have  now  no  crown  to  beflow ;"  allu^^ing    to  his 
offer  to  Mahommed,  when  that  prince  feized  the 
citadel.     The  meflenger  told  him,   That  Mahom- 
med wiflied  only  to  be  admitted  to  communicate 
to  the  emperor   the    reafons    which    indacei  his 
father   to  mount   the   throne.      "  Fathers,"  re- 
plied  Shaw  Jehan,  "    have  been   dethroned   by 
their  fons  ;  but  to  infult  the  misfortunes  of  a  pa- 
rent, was    left  for   Aurungzebe.     What   reafon 
but  his  ambition  has  the  rebel  for  afluming  the 
empire  ?  To    liften  to  his   excufes,  would  be   to 
acknowledge  thejuftice  of  his  conduct,  by  (hew- 
ing, by   my  weaknefs,  that   1   could   no   longer 
wield  the  fceptre  which  he  has    (truck   from   my 

hand." Mahommed  retired. 

Though  the  power  of  Shaw  Jehan  had,  in  a  Releai- 
great  meafure,  terminated  with  the  ficknefs  which 
rouzed  his  fons  to  arms,  his  reign  may  be  faid 
to  have  continued  till  Aurungzebe  mounted  the 
throne  near  Delhi.  He  held  the  fceptre  of  India 
thirty  folar  years,  five  months  and  two  days ; 
and  when  he  was  dethroned,  he  had  arrived  at 
the  fix^v-feventh  year  of  his  age.  The  means  by 
which  Shaw  Jehan  obtained  the  empire  of  the 
Moguls,  were  not  more  juftifiable  than  thofe  which 
he  fo  much  blamed  in  Aurungzebe.  He  rebelled 
againft  his  father,  and  he  permitted  his  relations  to 
be  facrificed  to  his  fears.  When  he  had  fecured 
to  himfelf  the  undifturbed  poiTefTion  of  the  empire, 
he  became  an  excellent  and  a  humane,  as  well  as 
an  able  prince.  During  his  long  reign,  we  hear  of 
no  private  aiTailinations,  no  public  executions,  no 
arbitrary  injuftice,  no  oppreflion.  Rebellion, 
which  generally  rifes  from  tyranny,  was  unknown; 

univerfal 


ons 
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A.  D.  unlverfal  peace  was  eftablifhed  on  the  undeviating 
i^58.  juflice  and  clemency  of  the  emperor.  His  go- 
1068.  vernment  was  vigorous  without  feverity,  impar- 
^^•""r^-*^  tial,  dignified,  and  fudden  in  its  determinations. 
He  received  complaints  with  well-weighed  cauti- 
on ;  and  never  pafled  judgment  till  both  parties 
were  heard.  His  pervading  eye  travelled  to  the 
moft  diftant  corners  of  his  empire.  He  traced 
oppreflion  to  its  moft  fecret  retreats ;  and,  though 
a  lover  of  money,  no  fum  could  proteft  offenders 
from  his  juftice.  Theft  and  robbery  were,  by  his 
prudent  regulations,  eradicated  from  his  extenfive 
empire.  1  he  governors  of  the  provinces  were 
direded  by  an  edid,  to  pay  out  of  their  private 
fortunes,  the  loffes  of  the  fubject  in  that  way ; 
which  were  afcertained  upon  oath  in  a  court  of 
juflice.  The  fentence  of  the  judge  was  a  warrant 
for  the  money  upon  the  Subas,  which  they  were 
forced  immediately  to  pay  ;  otherwife  they  were, 
upon  complaint  to  the  emperor,  turned  out  of 
their  governments,  and  fcverely  fined, 
oa  the  Shaw  Jehan  was   handfome   in    his   perfon,  ac- 

reign  j^}^,g  [^  ^\[  j^e  manly  exercifes,  affable  and  agree- 
able in  his  converfation.  He  did  not,  like  his 
fatiier,  defcend  too  much  from  the  dignity  of  a 
prince,  nor  involve  himfelf  in  an  obfcure  dillance 
and  referve.  Warm  in  his  conltitution,  he  loved 
the  compciny  of  women  ;  though  the  charms  of 
the  daughter  of  Afiph,  the  mother  of  ahnoll  all 
his  children,  kept  poffcffion  of  his  affections 
during  her  life.  His  learning  was  fuch  as  was 
common  among  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ti- 
mur  ;  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Arabian  and 
Perfian  languages,  the  arts  of  writing  and  Ipeak- 
ing  witliclegance  and  propriety, theltudyofhiffory, 
of  the  Cloran,  of  the  laws  and  canons  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  of  the  art  of  gi)vernment,  financiering, 
and  of  the  ancient  ufages  of  the  empire.     Though 

eclipfed 
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eclipfed  by  the  extraordinary  abilities  of  Moba-     a.  a. 
bet  in  war,  he  was  a  good  general,  and  an  excel-      '^sS. 
lent  foldier.     His  reputation  was  fo   high   in  that     ,068. 
refped,  that  he  not  only  kept  his  own  dominions  ^---y — ^ 
in  peace  at  home,  but  even  made  extenfive  con- 
quefts  abroad,     ilapid   in   all  his    meafures,    he 
crufhed  rebellion    before  it  deferved  the   name  ; 
for  to  fufpecit  it  in  any  man,   was  with   him  to  be 
prepared.     A  lover   of  pleafure,    without   being 
its  flave,  he   never  negle£led  bufinefs   for  fenfua- 
lity  ;    and  induflry,  wealth  and  commerce  flou- 
rifhed  under  the  certain  proteclion  and  vigilance  of 
his  government.  Had  he  not  fallen  in  fome  meafure 
from  the  ftate  of  reafon  and  fenfibility,  by  the  rage 
of  that  cruel  diforder  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father,  he  might  have  defcended   from  the  throne 
to  his    grave,  and  have  crowned  his   latter  days 
■with  that     ludre    which   had  covered   his  rei<Tn. 
But  his  mind  was  weakened   by  difeafe  ;  and  his 
age  was  devoted  to  melancholy  and  mifery. 

Shaw  Jehan  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  great,  and  '^"^^  '^^^- 
if  we  draw  a  veil  over  his  acceilion  to  the  throne,  shaw  Jo- 
a  good  prince.  But  we  muft  afcribe  his  cruelty  in  h^u- 
a  great  meafure  to  neceffity,  and  the  manners  of 
his  country.  Ambition,  among  the  princes  of 
the  Eaft,  is  joined  with  the  ftronger  paiTion  of 
fear.  Self-prefervation  drives  them  on  to  defpe- 
rate  meafures ;  fubmiflion  will  not  avail,  and  they 
mull  owe  their  lives  to  their  valour.  The  throne 
itfelf  is  no  fecurity  to  the  reigning  prince,  in  a 
country  where  the  fucceffion  is  not  fixed  by  ac- 
knowledged and  eflablifhed  rules.  Revolution  and 
change  pr*.icnt  themfelves  to  his  imagination ;  till 
aflafrinationltepsinjand  eiFedtually  relieves  him  froni 
his  terrors.  Shaw  Jehan  was  not  naturally  cruel ; 
but  he  loved  his  own  life  better  than  the  lives  of 
his  relations.  To  murder,  or  to  be  murdered,  was 
the  alternative  offered  to  him  by  fortune.  A 
throne  or  a  grave    terminated  his   profpeQs  on 

either 
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A.  D.     either  fide  ;  and  when  we  confefs  ourfelves  fhock- 
'^s^-     ed  at   his  inhumanity,  we  lofe  half  our  rage  in 
,n6>?.     the  necf  iTity  which  impofed  upon  him  the  mealure. 
'•— ^r^""-*  He  made  lome  amends  for  his  crimes,  in  the  drift 
j'jftice  and  clemency  of  his  government ;  and  Hin- 
doftan  was  flourifhing  and  happy,  till  his  own  po- 
licy was  revived  by  his  fons. 


A  U  R  U  N  G. 
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AURUNGZEBE, 


CHAP.    I. 


Reflediom — Misfortunes  of  Solimdn  Sheko — His 
fight  to  Serinagur — Difirefs,  irrefolution^  and 
flight  of  Dara — He  quits  the  Suituluz — the  Bea 
— and  Lahore — Aurungzebe  returns — Prepara- 
tions and  march  of  Suja — Approach  of  Aurung- 
zebe— The  battle  of  Kidgwd — Defeat  and  flight 
of  Suja — Unaccountable  conduti  of  the  Mardja — 
His  flight — Aurungzebe  arrives  at  Agra — Writes 
to  his  father. 


io63. 


JL  HE  confinement  of  the  emperor,  and  the  ^^;  ^* 
feizure  of  the  perfon  of  Morad,  opened  a  fair  Hi?. 
field  for  the  ambition  of  Aurungzebe.  To  dif- 
guife  any  longer  his  ferious  defigns  on  the  empire, 
would,  from  the  improbability  of  the  thing,  be 
imprudent.  He  however  covered  his  love  of 
power  with  profeffions  of  neceiiity  ;  and  ftill  la- 
mented the  occafion  which  had  burdened  his  head 
with  a  crown.  This  fpecious  conduct,  though  too 
obvious  in  its  dcfign  to  deceive,  derived  an  ad- 
vantage from  its  modefl  appearance ;  and  men 
forgot  his  deviations  from  virtue,  in  the  opinion 
that  he  was  alhamed  of  his  crimes.  Having  fub- 
dued  the  paflioa  of  vanity  before  he  gave  the 

rein 
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A.  n  r<?in  to  ambition,  he  appeared  infenfible  of  his 
J^5''.  own  exaltation.  His  humility  feemed  to  encreafe 
,r/^\     upon  the  throne  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  even  thofe 

^«-^i-^-w  v\ho  could  not  approve  of  his  meafures,  were  at 
a  lofs  to  what  they  ought  t^  afcribe  his  condudt. 
Averfe  to  pleafure,  and  contemning  pomp  and 
niaenificence,  the  obvious  inducements  to  the 
feizing  of  the  fceptre  were  wanting  to  Aurung- 
zebe ;  but  his  acftive  mind  found,  in  its  own 
vigour,  a  kind  of  right  to  command  mankind. 

s»iiman  The  new  emperor  had  fcarce  mounted  the 
throne  near  Delhi,  when  he  was  alarmed  with  in- 
telligence of  the  march  of  Soliman,  by  the  fkirts 
of  the  northern  mountains,  to  join  his  father  Da- 
ra  at  Lahore.  We  loft  fight  of  that  prince  in 
themidft  of  his  mutinous  army,  near  Allahabad. 
The  principal  nobles  who  had  attended  him  in 
his  fuccefstul  expedition  againft  Suja,  deferted  his 
ftandard  at  the  firft  news  of  his  father's  defeat. 
The  confinement  of  Shaw  Jchan  deprived  him  of 
more  of  his  followers  ;  but  a  number,  fufficient 
to  deferve  the  name  of  an  army,  itill  remained  in 
his  camp  'I'hough  bold  and  unconcerned  in  adi- 
on,  Soliman  was  fubjecl  to  political  fears.  The 
news  of  repeated  misfortunes  came  daily  from 
every  quarter.  He  became  perplexed  and  unde- 
cifive  :  various  expedients  prelented  themfelvcs  to 
his  view,  but  he  could  fix  on  none.  His  firft 
refoluiion  was  to  return  to  Bengal  ;  but,  dubious 
of  fuccels  againft  Suja  with  a  reduced  and  difpi- 
rited  army,  he  dropt  that  defign,  and  gave  him- 
felf  up  again  to  wavering  fchcmes.  He  had  none 
to  advile  him  ;  and  his  own  mind  atforded  no 
refource  in  diftrefs.  When  intelligence  of  the 
march  of  the  confederate  princes  from  Agra  ar- 
rived in  his  camp,  he  thought  of  furprifing  the 
capital,  and  by  releafmg  his  gramlfather,  to  add 
;he  weight  of  that  monarch's  name  to  his  declin- 
ing 
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ing  caufe.  He  decamped,  but  bis  evil  Oars  pre-  a.  n. 
vailed.  He  cbanged  his  courle,  and  direded  nis  \^^^- 
march  to  Lahore.  \[f,i. 

The  undecifive  meafiires  of  SoIin:?.n  were  - — i — -^ 
known  to  his  troops.  I'licy  began  to  dcfpife  the  ^'■'^■^'^ 
authorit\  of  one  v\hoco(..!d  not  per fe  ere  in  any 
pl-j'i.  All  dilcipline  b'.  ame  relaxed  I  he  inJe- 
penJence  ot  ti.e  loldier  rofe  with  his  contempt 
of  his  general.  Regularity  was  lolt  in  licenti- 
ouJnefs  ,  confu  ":on,  rapine  and  in'olence  prevailed; 
and  the  whole  army,  inllead  o[  obeying  the  prince, 
placed  a  merit  in  their  not  deferting  his  caufe. 
1  hat  intrepidity  and  firmnefs  which  was  neccflary 
to  the  occafion,  no  longer  remained  in  Soliman. 
His  ilandard  had  been  left  by  thofe  whom  he 
thought  his  befl  friends,  and  a  melancholy  diftruft 
prevailed  m  his  mind.  'J'o  correct  the  licence  of 
the  foldiery,  was  to  lofe  their  fuppnrt.  He  per- 
mitted them,  with  a  vain  hope  of  conciliating 
their  affections,  to  ravage  the  country  at  large. 
But  when  they  had  loaded  themfelves  with  fpoil, 
they  defer  ted  in  uliole  fquadrons,  to  fecuie  their 
wealth  at  home,  and  to  avoid  the  doubtful  chance 
of  war. 

Deltitute  of  all  authority,  the  prince  moved  ^y  ^'^  ^'■- 
along,  fullen  and  filent,  at  the  head  of  an  army  '^^' 
converted  into  a  mob  of  banditti.  He  ilTued  out 
no  orders,  under  a  certainty  of  their  not  being 
obeyed  ;  and  he  even  looked  with  indifference  on 
the  gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  his  followers. 
Every  morning  prefented  to  his  eyes,  at  a  dillance, 
whole  fquadrons  that  had  quitted  hi»  camp  in  the 
ni^^ht.  There  only  remained  at  lall  four  thoufand 
miferable  wretches,  who  had  fuffered  themfelves 
to  be  robbed  of  their  booty.  Fear,  and  not  at- 
tachment, kept  thefe  round  the  flandard  of  So- 
liman. Their  rapine  had  converted  the  whole 
country  into  an  enemy,  and  there  was  no  longer 

any 
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AD.  any  fafety  in  defer  tion.  They,  however,  marked 
1658.  their  march  with  ruin,  and  covered  their  rear 
ic68.     "W'ifli  the  fmoke  of  villages,  which  they  had  plun- 

'^— ^r^^-^  dered  and  fet  on  fire. 

takes  Aurungzebe   received    certain   intelligence   of 

the  deltrutlive  route  of  Soliman  through  the 
countries  of  Shinwara  and  Muchlis-pour.  He 
detached  Fidai  Chan  with  a  confiderable  force 
to  interrupt  his  march.  Shaifla,  who  had  been 
left  in  the  government  of  Agra,  was  ordered 
with  troops,  by  a  different  route,  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  prince  by  the  road  through  which 
he  had  come.  He  was  in  no  condition  to  cope 
with  either  of  thofe  lords.  He  turned  his  march 
to  the  north,  and  entered  the  almoft  impervious 
country  of  Serinagur,  where  the  Ganges  iffues 
from  the  mountains  into  the  plains  of  India. 
Pirti  Singh,  the  Raja,  received  the  unfortunate 
fugitive  with  kindnefs  and  refpedt.  He  fent  his 
own  troops  to  guard  the  paffes,  and  permitted 
the  forces  of  Soliman  to  encamp  in  his  valleys,  to 
recover  frohi  the  fatigues  of  a  tedious  march. 
Aurungzebe,  upon  receiving  advices  of  the  ef- 
cape of  the  prince,  recalled  Fidai  to  the  Impe- 
rial camp,  and  ordered  Shaifta  to  his  government 
of  Agra. 

r-fuge  Safe  in  the  hofpitality  of  the  prince  of  Serinagur, 

Soliman  remained  fhutupin  afecluded  country.  The 
mountains,  which  proteded  him  from  the  enemy, 
prevented  him  from  hearing  of  the  fate  of  his 
friends.  He  became  anxious  and  thoughtful,  and 
difcovercd  neither  pleafure  nor  amufenient  in  the 
rural  fports  purfued  byothersthrough  the  romantic 
vallies  which  formed  the  dominions  of  the  Raja. 
He  loved  to  walk  aloi.e  ;  to  dive  into  the  thickefl: 
woods  ;  to  mix  his  conir>laints  with  the  murnmr 
of  torrents,  which,  falling  from  a  thoufand 
rocks,  filled  the  whole  country  with  an  agreeable 

noife 
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noife.  One  day,  as  the  prince  wandered  from  a.  d. 
his  party,  he  entered  a  n:irrorv'  s  •alley  formed  by  j^?f* 
one  of  the  ftreams  which  fall  headlong  from  the  1068. 
impaflable  mountains  that  environ  Scrhiagur.  In  ^— ^r^**-' 
the  centre  of  the  valley  there  flood  a  rv^und  aU 
moft  covered  with  trees  ;  through  the  branches 
of  which  appeared  undiftinclly  what  feemed  an 
Indian  p^god.  The  {Iream,  divided  into  two,  fur- 
rounded  the  mound,  and  appeared  to  have  worn 
away  the  foundatitms  of  the  rock,  on  which  the 
building  flood  ;  which  circumllance  rendi-*red  it 
inacceffible  on  every  fide.  Soliman,  pleafed  with 
this  romantic  fcene,  rode  forward,  and  found 
that  what  he  had  miftaken  for  a  temple,  was  a 
houfe  of  pleafure  belonging  to  the  Raja.  Thi- 
ther that  prince  often  retired,  with  a  lew  attend- 
ants, to  enjoy  the  company  of  iome  Cafhmirian 
women  of  exquifite  beauty.  Some  of  thefe  were 
walking  on  the  terrace  when- Soliman  approached. 
He  was  flruck  with  their  perfons  j  but  he  inftant- 
ly  retired. 

When  he  returned  to  the  refidence  of  the  Raja,  in  Serina- 
he  mentioned  his  adventure  to  that  prince.  His  cou-  ^^^' 
ntenance  was  fuddenly  overcaft,  and  he  remained 
for  fome  time  filent.  He  at  length  faid,  "  All  my 
dominions  have  I  given  up  to  Soliman,  yet  he  has 
intruded  upon  one  little  valley  which  I  referved 
for  myfelf."  Soliman  excufed  his  conduct  by 
his  ignorance;  but  though  the  Raja  pretended  to 
befatisfied,  there  appeared  from  that  day  forward 
a  manifefl  change  in  his  behaviour.  He  became 
cold  and  diilant ;  and  he  was  difcontented  and 
agitated  when  the  fugitive  prince  came  before  him. 
Jealoufy,  however,  was  not  the  caufe  of  this 
alteration.  Aurungzebe  had  applied  to  him, 
through  his  emiffaries ;  and  the  honour  of  that 
prince  contended  with  his  avarice.  Soliman  be- 
came uneafy   at  the  doubtful  gloom  which  hung 
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A,  D.  on  his  countenance.  He  encamped,  with  his  few 
"'S?-  followers,  at  fonie  diflance  from  the  Raja's  refi- 
,063'.      dence  ;   and  he  began  to  watch  narrowly  the  con- 

<w^-,-^w/  du6t  of  a  prince,  whom  he  Hill  called  his  protec- 
tor and  friend. 

Irre'^oiuti-  When  Solimun  entered  the  mountains  of  Se- 
rinagur,  he  dilpatched  a  mefifenger  with  the  news 
of  his  misfortunes  to  his  father  Dara.  That 
prince  was  encamped,  wi'h  a  confiderable  army, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Suttuluz.  When  he  receiv- 
ed the  letters  of  his  fon,  he  Hiut  bimfelf  up  in  his 
tent,  and  gave  way  to  melancholy  reflexions  on 
his  own  misfortunes.  T."he  imprifonment  of  his 
father  was  an  event,  which,  as  it  was  expeded,  did 
not  furprize  him  ;  but  the  deiertion  of  the  vic- 
torious army  under  his  fon,  was  a  fevere  (Iroke 
to  his  declining  fortunes.  Ke  even  had  conceived 
hopes  from  the  prefence  of  Soliman,  uh  ife  a^fti- 
vity  and  fame  in  war  pight  revive  .htj  drvDoping 
fpirits  of  his  party.  But  he  was  Ihut  up  within 
impervious  mountains ;  and  the  enemy  had  or^ 
cupied  all  the  pafTes.  Dara  was  left  to  his  own 
relources,  and  they  failed,  in  the  diflrt  (fed  fnua- 
tion  of  his  mind.  He  refleded  on  tiie  pall  with 
regret ;  he  looked  forward  to  the  future  with 
fear.  Agitaied  bv  various  paffions,  he  could  fix 
lipon  no  determined  expedient  to  extricate  him- 
felf  from  his  misfortune  ;  and  a  panic  began  to 
feize  his  troops  from  the  irrelblute  undecifivenefs 
of  his  conduct. 

of  Da>3.  Aurungzebe,  who  had  his  fpies  in  the  camp  of 
Dara,  was  no  llranger  to  the  fituation  of  his 
mind.  To  add  to  his  panic,  he  marched  from 
Karnal  on  the  fifieenih  of  Augufi,  and  tiirecled 
his  courfe  toward  Lahore.  Dara,  who  had  re- 
mained irrefolute  on  the  banks  of  the  Suttuluz, 
decamped,  upon  the  news  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach, wiih  precipitation.     The  advanced  guard 
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of  Aurungzebe  pafTed  the  river  without  oppofi-  a.  d. 
tion  ;  and  Dara  fat  down  with  his  army  behind  '^?^- 
the  Bea,  on  the  road  to  Lahore,  to  which  city  1068". 
he  himfelf  foon  after  retired,  leaving  the  troops 
under  the  condud  of  Daood  Chan,  an  able  and 
experienced  officer.  Dara  had  great  refources 
in  the  provinces  behind  Lahore.  The  governors 
had  ftill  remained  faithful  to  the  old  emperor  ; 
the  revenues  of  the  preceding  year  had  not  been 
paid  ;  and  the  prince  found  a  confiderable  fum  in 
the  Imperial  treafury  at  Lahore.  He  foon  raifed 
twenty  thoufanJ  horfe,  and  his  adivity  had  begun 
tochangethe  afpeft  of  hisaffairs.  Bur  he  had  hither- 
to been  unfuccefsful  :  and  he  judged  of  the  future 
by  the  paft.  He  was  diilurbed'by  the  news  of 
the  approach  of  a  part  of  the  army  of  Aurung- 
zebe, who,  having  conftruded  a  bridge  on  the 
Suttuluz,  were  on  full  march  to  the  Bea. 

Daood,  whom  Dara  had   left  at  the  head  of  the  "e  re- 
troops  on  the  Bea,  had  lined   the  banks  with    ar-  f.H 
tillery,  and    thrown    up    entrenchments   and  re-  Bea 
doubts,  with  a  firm  aflurance  of  (topping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.     The   rainy  feafon  was  now 
come  on,  and  he  was  under  no  apprehenfions  of 
not  being  able  to  keep  the  enemy  for  five  months 
at  bay.^    The   northern  provinces  might,   in  the 
mean  time,  furnifii  Dara  with  an    army  of  hardy 
foldiers.     Mohabet,    who  commanded  in  Cabul, 
was  in  his  intereft  ;   and  he  rivalled    his  predecef- 
for  of  the  famj  name  in  his  abilities  in  war.     But 
the  evil   genius  of  Dara  prevailed.     He  fent  or- 
ders  to  Daood    to   quit    his    port.     That   officer 
was  aftonifhed  :   he  fent  a  remonltrance  againft  the 
raeafure  to  the  prince,  and  the  jealous   mind   of 
Dara  fufpedled  his   fidelity.     Pofitive  orders  were 
fent:    Daood    reluflantly  obeyed.     The  prince, 
finding     himfelf  wrong   in    his    fufpicions,     re- 
pented of  his  conduct.     He  flew  into  a  violent 
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A.  D.     pafTion  ar^ainft  the  accufers   of   Daood,    and  he 
'j^?^-      ordered  that  officer  back  to  his  port.     It  was  now 
1068.     too  late.     The  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  had 
"^-"^r^*^  crofled    the   Bea ;    and    Aurungzebe,    with    the 
main  body,  arrived  on  the  Suttuluz  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth of  Auguft. 
Hefitates        Dara,  reflecting  on  the  folly  of  his    pad  con- 
ing battle,  du£l,  and  the  prelfure  of    the  prefent   time,  was 
thrown  into     the   utmofl    conflernation.     Chan 
Jehan,    who  commanded    the  enemy,  had    been 
reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops  and  a  train  of  ar- 
tillery from  the   main  body,     Daood  advifed  the 
prince  to  give  battle,  to  confirm  the  courage  of  his 
troops  by  the  defeat  of  a  force  fo  much   inferior 
in  point  of  numbers.     The  prince  was  obftinate. 
He  alleged,  that  though  his   army  was  more  nu- 
merous than  the  enemy,  they  were  not  equal  to 
them  in  difcipline  ;   that,  fuddenly  gathered  toge- 
ther, they  had  not  been    habituated  to    danger ; 
and  that  to  engage  the  rebels,  for   fo  he   affetled 
to  call  the  abettors  of  Aurungzebe,  would  be  to 
hallen   the  completion  of  their   wiflies,  by  giving 
them  an  eafy  vidory.     "  But,    Daood!"  conti- 
nued he,  "  I  am  not  only  unfortunate,  but  weak. 
Had  I   followed  your  advice,  and  kept   poiTeffion 
of  the  Suttuluz  and  Bea,  I    might  have  at  lead 
fufpended,  for  fome  months,  the  fate  of  the  em- 
pire.    But  1,  who  have  been  fo  often  deceived  by 
my  brothers,  am  become  diflruftful  of  my  friends." 
and  flirs         Daood  eudeavourcd  to  comfort  the  prince,  by 
h'or"  ohferving,  that  though  the  reputation  of  keeping 

a  victorious  arniy  at  bay  during  the  rainy  feafon, 
might  contribute  to  change  the  face  of  affairs,  yet 
(till  there  were  hopes.  That  to  remain  at  Lahore 
without  obtaining  a  victory,  would  be  as  improper 
as  it  appeared  impoflible;  that  (fill  they  had  rivers 
which  might  be  defended  againfl  the  whole  force 
of  Aurungzebe  j  and  that  if  the  prince  fhould  be 
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pleafed  to  blot  all  unworthy  fufpicions  from    his      a.  r 
mind,  he  himfelf  would  undertake    to    give  him      '^58. 
fufFicient  time  to    colled  a  force  in  the  provinces      ,06?. 
beyond  the   Indus.     Dara    embraced   him   with  '^-^^. — 
tears,  and  began  to  retreat.     The  army,  difcou- 
raged  at  the  apparent  irrefolution  of  their   com- 
mander, began  to  fear   for   themfelves.     Having 
loft  all  confidence  in  the  abilities  of    the    prince, 
they  faw  nothing  before  them  but  diftrefs  to  him, 
and  ruin  to  themfelves.     They  deferred  in  whole 
fquadrons  ;     and  the    unfortunate  Dara  faw  his 
numbers  hourly    diminifliing  as   he   advanced  to- 
ward   Moultan.     The   van    of  the  enemy    under 
Chan  Jehan  hungclofeon  the  heels  of  the  fugi- 
tive, and  his  friends  throughout    the  empire  gave 
all  their  hopes  to  the  wind. 

Aurungzebe  arriving  on  the  Suttuluz,  was  in-  Several 
formed  of  the  flight  of  Dara.  His  apprehenfions  f°^^\^, 
from  that  quarter  vanifhed,  and  he  encamped  for 
ten  davs  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  to  refrefli  his 
army.  The  Maraja,  who  had  given  the  firft  bat- 
tle to  Aurungzebe,  near  the  city  of  Ugein,  think- 
ing the  affairs  of  Dara  defperate,  came  to  the  camp 
with  a  tender  of  his  allegiance.  A  number  of  the 
nobility,  who  had  hitherto  remained  firm  to  the  old 
emperor,  haftened  to  the  court  of  the  new,  and 
proftrated  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Aurungzebe  received  them  v/ith  unconcern,  and 
told  them  that  the  feafon  of  forgivenefs  was  paft. 
"  When  Fortune,"  faid  he,  "  hung  doubtful 
over  my  arms,  you  either  abetted  my  enemies, 
or  waited  infecurity  for  the  decifion  of  Fate  con- 
cerning the  empire.  Thefe,"  pointing  to  his  no- 
bles, "  ferved  me  in  my  diftrefs.  I  reward  them 
with  my  confidence  ;  but  I  grant  you,  in  par- 
doning your  lives,  a  greater  favour  than  thofe  I 
conferred  on  them.  Neceffity  gives  me  your  obe- 
dience :  let  your  generofity  convince  me  that 
you  are  fincere.     My  enemies  have  difTipated  the 
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A  T^.  treafures  of  the  empire,  and  I,  who  hope  long 
'j^f'^  to  manage  its  affairs,  will  not  impoverifli  it  by 
1068       heavy    exa(ftions.     Your    wealth   is    great.     Juf- 

^•^"^«  *^  tice,  which  in  affairs  of  Itate  follows  fortune, 
gives  me  a  right  to  the  whole  ;  but  my  modera- 
tion only  claims  a  part."  T  hey  paid  large  fums 
to  the  treafury,  and  a  general  indemnity  paffed, 
under  the  feals  of  the  empire. 

'^  Au-  i]^Q  haughty   fpirit    of  the   Maraia   revolted  at 

the  indignity  ot  a  cold  reception.  He  however 
had  gone  too  far  to  recede.  Naturallv  averfe  to 
thefubtle  character  of  Aurungzebe,  he  had  atlu- 
ally  performed  the  promife  which  he  had  made  to 
his  high-fpirited  \Aife  after  his  defeat.  He  col- 
leded  an  army,  and  was  about  to  purfue  Au- 
rungzebe, when  the  misfortunes  of  Dara  began. 
The  lofs  of  the  battle  near  Agra  daggered  his 
allegiance  ;  he  became  more  irrefolute  after  the 
imprifonment  of  Shaw'  Jthaa  ;  and  the  ilight  of 
Dara  to  Lahore,  threw  him  at  the  feer  of  the 
new  emperor.  He  told  Aurungzcre,  That  being 
of  a  religion  which  inculcated  the  belief  of  a 
Providence  as  fupcrinienjiug  over  human  affairs, 
he  was  now  under  ao  doubts  concerning  the  fide 
on  which  the  gods  had  declared  themfelves.  It 
were  therefore,  continued  he,  a  kind  of  impiety 
to  oppofe  hiai  whom  Heaven  has  placed  on  the 
throne.  Aurungzebe  pleaiantly  replied,  "  I  am 
glad  to  owe  to  the  r^fligion  what  I  hoped  not  from 
the  love  of  Jeffwint  Singh." 

jun.i.t  ar-  The  viller  M-fcr  jutnia,  who  at  the  beginning 
(>f  the  rebellion  had  fubmiued  to  a  political  im- 
prifonment in  the  Decan,  feeing  the  affairs  of  Au- 
rungzebe in  too  go.)d  a  condition  to  demand  a 
continuance  of  his  double  conduct,  broke  his 
fiditious  chains,  and  prefented  himfelf  at  court. 
The  new  emp^eror  received  him  with  every  mark 
of  honour  and  affeclion.     He  prefented  him  with 
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elephants,  horfes,  riches,  drefles,  and  arms  ;  but 
of  his  whole  fortune,  which,  to  keep  up  appear- 
ances, had  been  confifcated,  he  only  returned  -bout 
fifty  thoufand  loupees.  "  In  ferving  the  date,"  - 
faid  Aurungzebe,  "  I  have  expended  your  for- 
tune ;  but  you,  in  ferving  it  again,  may  acquire 
another.'*  Jumla  made  no  reply,  but  feemed  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  efcape  from  the  critical  fituation  in 
which  he  had  been  plunged  by  the  civil  war.  A 
field  foon  prefente.l  itfelf  to  his  abilities ;  and  his 
fortune  was  amply  reftored  by  the  unabating  fa- 
vour of  his  fovereign. 

Intelligence  arriving  in  the  Imperial  camp  that  AiuBng- 
Dara  had  taken  the  route  of  Moultan,  Aurung-  maarh^'s 
zebe  crofled  the  Suttuluz  on  the  fifth  of  Septem-  t'^^-oui- 
ber.  He  advanced  with  rapid  marches  toward 
that  city,  wifhing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the 
north.  Chan  Jehan,  who  commanded  the  van- 
guard, arriving  in  Moultan,  the  unfortunate 
prince  fled  toward  Bicker,  and  the  mountains  be- 
yond the  Indus.  In  vain  had  it  been  remondrat- 
ed  to  him  by  his  followers,  that  he  ought  to 
have  taken  the  route  of  Cabul.  Mohabet,  who  had 
been  always  averfe  to  Aurungzebe,  was  at  the  head 
of  a  difciplined  army  in  that  province.  Aids 
might  be  drawn  from  the  wedern  Tartary  ;  there 
was  even  a  profpecl  of  Perfia's  efpoufing  the 
caufe  of  Dara.  Soldiers  of  fortune,  men  adapt- 
ed by  their  manners  and  climate  for  the  field, 
would  flock  to  his  fiandard.  But  Fortune  had 
forfaken  Dara,  and  (he  was  followed  by  Pru- 
dence. Aurungzebe,  when  he  firft  heard  of  the 
courfe  of  his  brother's  flight,  cried  out,  in  an 
ecflacy  of  joy,  "  That  the  war  was  at  an  end." 
He  detached  eight  thoufand  horfe,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Meer  Baba,  after  the  fugitive,  and  mov- 
ed his  camp  on  his  return  toward  Agra. 
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A.D         Many   caufes   concurred   in   making  Aurung- 
J^j^      zebe  anxious  to   return  to    Agra.     The  force  left 
106R.     in  that  city    was  fmall ;    and  Shaifta,  who    com- 
)T'~/~y^  mandc'  i  there,  was  no  great  foldier.     The  troops, 
Ms  return,  though  filent,  had  not  yet  reconciled  their  minds 
to  the  force   ufed    againfl:  the  perfon  of  Morad  ; 
and  they  were,  in  fome   meafure,  fiiocked  at  the 
emperor's   breach  of  faith  to  a  friend  as  well  as  a 
brother.     Shaw  Jehan,    though  clofely  confined, 
had  his  emiffaries  and  friends  every  where.   Whif- 
pers  concerning  the  unworthy  ufage  of  that  great 
prince  were   carried  round,  and  heard  with  atten- 
tion.    Many  of  the  nobles,  raifed  by  his  favour, 
refpedted  him  flill  for  what  he  had  been ;  and  the 
empire,  in  general,  which  had  flouriftied   under 
his  government,  lamented  the  cloud  which  had 
fettled  on  the  latter  end  of  a  life  of  renown.     The 
Maraja  was  ftill  his  friend.     Proud    and    haughty 
beyond  meafure,  he  could  not  forget   his   defeat 
by  Aurungzebe,    and   he  was  chagrined  at  the 
cold  reception  which  that  prince  had  lately  given 
to  his  proffered  allegiance.     Joy  Singh,  who  had 
in  a  manner  betrayed  Soliman,  thought  alfo  that 
he  was  not  well   requited  for  his    fervices.     He 
was  flill  attached  to  Shaw  Jehan,  whofe  open  and 
manly  behaviour  upon  every  occafion  he  compared 
with  advantage  to  the  cold  duplicity  of  his  fon. 
Prepara-         Suja,  who  firft  appeared  in  arms  againfl  Dara, 
^»^"s  faw  now   a   more  dangerous   enemy    in    another 

brother.  Thelofs  v>hich  he  had  fuflained  againfl 
Soliman  was  foon  recovered  in  the  lich  and  po- 
pulous kingdom  of  Bengal.  He  faw  a  new  cloud 
forming  which  was  to  burd  upon  him,  and  he 
prepared  himfelf  againflthe  florm.  He  collefted 
an  army  with  his  ulual  aQivity,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  taking  the  route  of  Agra,  to  relieve  his 
father  from  confin2ment.  To  deceive  .^Lurung- 
zcbe,  he  had   congratulated   that  prince  on  his 
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mounting  the  throne  at  Delhi ;  he  owned  his  A.  D. 
title,  and  only  folicited  for  a  continuance  of  his  *^^^' 
government  over  Bengal.  The  emperor  was  not  1068. 
to  be  deceived.  He  faw  the  views  of  mankind  in  ^*^ 
their  fituation  and  charafter,  and  took  profeflions 
of  friendfhip  from  rivals  for  mere  founds.  He 
however  had  behaved  with  his  ufual  civility  to 
the  meflenger  of  Suja.  He  pretended  to  be  anxi- 
ous about  knowing  the  ftate  of  his  health,  and  he 
made  a  minute  inquiry  concerning  his  children  and 
family.  "  As  for  a  new  commiffion  to  my  bro. 
ther,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  at  once  unnecelTary  and 
improper.  I  myfelf  am  but  my  father's  vicege- 
rent in  the  empire ;  and  I  derive  my  whole 
power  from  thofe  infirmities  which  have  render- 
ed THE  EMPEROR  unfit  for  the  bufinefs  of  the 
ftate.**  This  anfwer,  though  not  fatisfaftory, 
amufed  Suja,  and  furnifhed  an  opportunity  for  Au- 
rungzebe  to  break  the  power  of  Dara,  and  to 
eftablifli  his  own  authority. 

Suja,  at  length,  threw  off  the  mafk;  from  a  ^^  Suja. 
fubjed:  to  Aurungzebe,  he  became  his  competitor 
for  the  empire.  He  begun  his  march  with  a  nu- 
merous army,  accuftoming  them  to  the  manoeu- 
vres of  the  field  as  he  moved.  His  brother,  who 
expected  the  ftorm,  was  not  furprifed  at  its  ap- 
proach He  remained  but  four  days  at  Moul- 
tan.  His  fon  Mahommed  was  made  governor  of 
that  province  ;  that  of  Punjab  was  conferred  on 
Chillulla.  He  outllripped  his  army  in  expedition; 
and  on  the  twenty-fourth  oF  October  he  entered 
Lahore.  He  arrived  at  Delhi  on  the  twenty- 
firft  of  November  ;  and  notwithftandingthe  pref- 
fure  of  his  affairs  in  the  fouth,  he  celebrated  his 
birth-day  in  that  city,  having  entered  the  forty- 
firft  year  of  his  age.  The  fplendid  and  numerous 
appearance  of  the  nobility  on  that  occafion  con- 
vinced Aurungzebe,  who  always  made  judicious 
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A.  p.     obfervations  on  the   behaviour  of  mankind,  that 
1^58.      he  was  firmly  ertabliflied  on  the  throne   which  he 
106^9.     had  ufurped.     The  nobles    mod  remarkable   for 
*^-'^--*^  their   penetration,    were     the  firft    to    pay    their 
refpefts  :  they  faw  the  abilities  of    the  reigning 
prince  ;   they  were  no  Grangers  to  the   inferiority 
of  his  brothers  ;  and   they  confidered  Fortune   as 
only  another  name  for   Prudence.     Daood,    who 
had  adhered  hitherto  to  D^ira,  forfook  that  prince 
when  he  took,  contrary  to  his  advice,  the   route 
of  Bicker.     He  threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Au- 
rungzebe  ;   who,  knov/ing  his   abilities,  received 
him  with  diftindlion,  and   raifed  him  to  the  rank 
of  fix  thoufand  horfe. 
Prcpara-        During  the  few  days  which  Aurungzcbe  paflfed 
Aurung.    at    Delhi,  he  informed    himfelf  minutely  of    the 
zebe.         force  and  refources    of    Suja.     That    prince  was 
more  formidable  than  the  emperor  had  imagined. 
To  infure  fuccefs,  he  ordered  his  fon  Mahommed 
to  join  him   with  the  army  from  Moultan,  and  he 
refolved  to   avail   himfelf  of    the  great  parts  of 
Jumla.     That  lord  had   been  fent,  foon  after   his 
arrival  at  court,  to  fettle   the  affairs  of  Chandeifli 
and  Guzerat,  and  he  was  ordered  to  return  with 
fomc  of  the  veteran  troops  (lationed  on  the  fouth- 
em  frontiers  of    the  empire.      The    emperor,  in 
the   mean   time,  having    arrived  at   Agra,    rein- 
forced the    garrifon  of  that  city  under  Shaift a  ; 
being  apprehenfivc  of  an   invafion   under   prince 
Soliman,  from  the  mountains  of  Serinagur.     He 
himfelf   took   immediately   the  field  ;   and  moved 
fiowly  down  the  jumna,  in  h.ourly  expedations  of 
reinforcements  from  the  north  and  weft. 
B.ij I  on  Suja,  in  the  mean  time,  with  a  numerous  army, 

^3'^  },  was  in  full  march  toward  the  capital.  He  arrived 
at  Allahabad  ;  and  having  remained  a  few  days  in 
the  environs  of  that  place,  he  renewed  his  march, 
and  encamped  his  army,  in  a  ftrong  pofition,  at 

a  place 
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a  place  called  Kidgwa,  about   thirty    miles   from     a.  d. 
Allahabad.     Diflruftful   of  the  dii'cipline   of  his      \^S9- 
army,  he  entrenched  himfelf,  and  waited  for  the      1069. 
arrival  of  Aurungzebe,  whom  he   wifhed   to   en-  '""^r^-^ 
gage  with  an  advantage  which  might  fupply  the 
inferiority  of  his  troops,  in  point  of  courage  and 
hardinefs.     But   Aurungzebe  (tudioufly   protradl- 
ed  the  time.     His  march  was  defignedly  How,  till 
he  was  joined   by  his  fon   Mahommed  with    the 
troops  of  the  north.     He  then   moved  forward 
with  great  expedition  ;  Mahommed  commanding 
the  van,  confifting  of  five  thoufand  chofen  horfe. 
Suja  was  aftonifhed  at    this  fudden  vigour  in  his 
brother's  meafures ;  he  began  to  fortify  his  camp, 
and  to  make  difpofitions  for  receiving  the  enemy 
with  warmth. 

The  prince  Mahommed,  naturally  full  of  fire,  fortifies 
exceeded  his  orders.  He  prefled  onward  with  the  '^  '^'*™P* 
van,  eager  for  a  fight  of  the  enemy  ;  and  when  he 
prefented  himfelf  before  Suja,  the  emperor,  v/ith 
the  army  and  artillery,  was  forty  miles  in  the 
rear.  He  rode  along  the  lines  of  the  enemy.,  and, 
with  unpardonable  rafhnefs,  feemed  to  provoke 
them  to  battle.  Suja,  however,  for  what  caufe  is 
uncertain,  took  no  advantage  of  his  temerity. 
The  prince  at  length  encamped  his  fmall  army  ; 
and  difpatched  a  meflenger  with  his  obfervations 
on  the  pofition  and  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  Au- 
rungzebe was  offended  at  the  ralhnefs  of  his  fon. 
He  was,  however,  gentle  in  his  reproof.  "  When 
you  (hall  poffefs  the  empire,  Mahommed,"  faid 
he,  "  you  muft  protect  it  with  more  caution.  A 
monarch  ought  to  be  a  general  rather  than  a 
partizan  ;  and  few  forget  folly  in  valour.'*  The 
haughty  fpirit  of  the  prince  was  impatient  of 
rebuke.  Active,  gallant,  and  fiery,  he  defpifed 
the  How  did:ates  of  Prudence ;  and  would  rather 

owe 
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A.  D.    owe    his   fame    to  his   fword,   than   to  political 
'^■^'     manap;ement  and addrefs. 

1C69.  The  Imperial  ftandard  came  in  fight  on  the 
V'^''"'^  thirteenth  of  January,  1659;  and  Aurungzebe 
2eiic  offen  encamped  his  army,  leavmg  an  extennve  plam, 
b.ittle.  very  fit  for  a  battle,  between  him  and  the  lines  of 
Suja.  He  drew  up  his  army,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fifteenth,  in  two  lines,  advancing  his  artillery 
fome  paces  in  the  front.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  cannon  began  to  open  on  both  fides.  Suja 
had  placed  his  artillery  on  a  rifing  ground,  and 
his  batteries  were  well  ferved.  He  fcoured 
the  enemy's  lines  ;  and  Aurungzebe,  who  durft 
not  attack  the  trenches,  vn  as  obliged  to  return 
with  fome  lofs  to  his  camp.  Suja  took  no  ad- 
vantage of  the  retreat  of  his  brother.  He  re- 
tired within  his  lines,  and  imprudently  negledled 
to  keep  pofleflion  of  the  rifing  ground  on  the 
right,  from  which  his  artillery  had  played  with 
fuch  advantage  on  the  enemy.  Meer  Jumla,  who 
had  arrived  a  few  days  before  from  the  Decan, 
obferved  the  negligence  of  Suja.  He  reprefented 
the  advantage  which  Fortune  had  offered  to  Au- 
rungzebe; and  that  prince  ordered  him  to  take 
pofil-ilion  of  the  hill  in  the  night.  Before  morn- 
ii.'g  appeared,  Jumla  threw  up  a  redoubt  on  the 
place,  and  lined  it  with  cannon ;  which  were  co- 
vered with  a  ftrong  party  of  fpeaimen. 

When  day-lit^ht  appeared,  Jumla  ordered  his 
battery  on  the  hill  to  open.  The  tents  of  Suja 
were  in  the  range  of  the  (hot ;  and  the  prince 
was  obliged  immediately  to  ftrike  th'  m,  and  to 
move  his  quarters  to  the  left.  Aurir.  .  ,iebe,  who 
perceived  the  commotion  in  the  eiiO'-y's  camp, 
on  account  of  the  unexpected  fire  fr^  '.  the  bat- 
tery, thought  this  a  proper  opportuniy  to  make 
11  general  aflault.  His  army  were  already  formed  ; 
and  he  ordered  his  elephants  to  advance  with  all 
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expedition  to  tread  down  the  entrenchments.  A 
flrong  body  of  cavalry  fuftained  the  charge.  The 
defendants,  already  in  confufion,  made  but  a 
faint  refiftance.  The  elephants  foon  levelled  the 
entrenchment,  and  the  horl'e  poured  into  the 
camp.  Flight,  confufion,  and  flaughter  prevail- 
ed. Aurungzebe,  mounted  on  a  lofty  elephant, 
faw  the  appearance  of  victory  on  every  fide.  He 
puflied  forward  into  the  centre,  to  render  com- 
plete the  advantage  which  he  had  already  obtain- 
ed. But  Fortune  took  a  fudden  change ;  and 
inevitable  ruin  feemed  to  overwhelm  him  and  his 
affairs. 

The  Maraja,  Jeff'.int  Singh,  having;  made  his  Treachery 
peace  with  Aurungzebe,  had  joined  that  prince  ^j '^'^®. 
with  his  native  troops.  His  defeat  at  Ugein 
remained  flill  frefli  in  his  mind  ;  and  he  longed 
to  recover  the  laurels  which  he  had  loft  in  that 
unfortunate  field  He  had  received  orders  to  ad- 
vance with  his  Rajaputs  ;  and  he  even  made  a 
fhew  of  attacking  the  enemy.  But  when  he  faw 
the  emperor  entering  their  camp,  he  fuddenly 
turned,  and  fled  with  all  his  forces.  The 
Moguls,  hcnvever,  followed  not  his  example, 
Aurungzebe  carried  forward  on  his  elephant  the 
Imperial  ftandard  ;  and  they  were  afhamed  to 
leave  it  to  the  enemv.  Jeffwint,  difappointed  in 
his  aim  of  drawing  his  party  to  flight  by  his 
own,  fell  fuddenly  on  the  rear  of  the  line.  He 
feized  upon  the  baggage  ;  and  put  fervants  and 
women  to  the  fword,  without  either  diftindion 
or  inercy.  The  nolfe  of  the  flaughter  behind  was 
carried  to  the  front,  which  was  engaged  with  Suja 
in  the  centre  of  his  camp.  Some  fled  to  fave 
their  wives ;  and,  cowards,  wanting  only  an  ex- 
ample, they  were  followed  by  thoufands.  The 
lines  began  to  thin  apace  3  the  attack  was  fuf- 
tained 
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taincd  wiih  lefs  vigour  ;  and  the  enemy  acquired 
courage. 

.Aurungzebe  exhibited  upon  the  occafion,   that 
refolute  firmnefs    which  always  rifes   above   mif- 
tion^of"     iorrunc.     To  fly  was  certain  ruin  ;  to  remain,  an 
Suja,         alniofl   certain    death.     He   fat  aloft  on  his   ele- 
phant, in  full  poiTeflion   of  his    own  mind  ;  and 
he  feerned  not  to  know  that  any  difafter  had  hap- 
pened in  the   rear.     The  enemy,  who  had   been 
tumultuoufly  harrying  out  of  the  camp,  returned 
■with  vigour  to  the  charge  upon  the  fudden  change 
in  the  iace    of  affairs.     Suja,  with  an  undaunted 
countenance,  led    the   attack,    (landing     in    the 
cail'e,  upon  an  enormous   elephant.     When  his 
eye  fell  upon  his  brother,  he   ordered  his   driver 
to    dired  the  furious  animal    that  way.     One  of 
the  principal    officers   of  Aurungzebe,  who   was 
alfo  nicimted  on  an  elephant,  perceiving   the  in- 
teniion  of  Suja,  rufhed  in  before  the  prince.     He 
was  overthrown  in  the  firft    (hock,  but  the   ele- 
piisnt  of  Suja  fuffcred  fo  much  in   the  concufTion, 
that  the  animal  flood    trembling   through    every 
joint ;   having  lofl  all  fenfe  of.  command,  and  al- 
mofl  the   power    of    motion.     The    difappointed 
prince  feemed  enraged  at    his  fortune  ;  but    the 
elephant  of  one  of  his    nobles   advanced    againfl 
that  of  the  emperor;  and,  in  the  fir  ft  fljock,  the 
latter  animal    fell   upon  his    knees  ;     and    it   was 
with  great    difficulty    he  recovered  himfelf.     Au- 
rungzebe had  one  foot  out  of  the  cafl^le,  ready  to 
alight.     The   crown   of    India     hovered    on   the 
refolution  of  a  moment.     Meer  Jumla   was  near, 
on  horlcback  :  "  Stop,'*  faid  he,  turning    flernly 
to  Aurungzebe  ;  "  you  defcend  from  the  throne." 
1  he  emperor,    who   was  now  compofed,   feemed 
to  fmile  at  the  reproof.     AVhiUl  the  animals  con- 
tinuetl  to  engage,  the  markfman,  who  fat  behind 
him,  ihot  the  advcrfary's  driver  j  but  the  enraged 

elephant 


A  U  R  U  N  G  Z  E  B  E.  ^03 

elephant   continued,    notwithftanding,   to    fight,     a  d. 
Aurungzebe  was  now  in  imminent  danger  ;  when      '^59. 
he  was  delivered  from  dellruiStion   by  the   refolu-      :069V 
tion  of  his  driver.     He  threw  himfelf  dexteroufly  ^.-— ^-^^^ 
on  the  neck  of  the   other   elephant,  and   carried 
him  otf  J  whilll  his   own   place  was   fupplied   by 
one  of    the    officers   who  fat   behind   the   caftle. 
Another  elephant,  in  the    mean   time,    advanced 
again(t  Aurungzebe  ;  but  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  (hoot  the  driver  with  his  own  hand. 

The  emperor  now  found  that  his  own  elephant,  ^"^^  ^^ 
from  the  many  fhocks  which  he  had  received,  zebe""^ 
was  much  weakened  and  difpiiited.  He  began 
to  be  afraid  that  he  could  not  even  keep  the  ani- 
mal in  the  field.  To  alight  would  be  equal  to 
flight  itfelf.  The  elephant  began  to  turn ;  and 
Aurungzebe,  whofe  refolu  tion  never  failed  him 
in  defperate  fituations,  ordered  the  chains,  which 
are  always  ready  for  binding  him,  to  be  locked 
round  his  feet.  The  emperor  remained  immove- 
able amidft  the  enemy  ;  a  thoufand  Ihot  were  aim- 
ed at  him,  a  thoufand  arrows  fell  into  the  caflle  ; 
but  being  in  complete  armour,  he  remained  un- 
hurt. Some  of  the  nobles  obferving  this  daring 
behaviour  in  their  prince,  rufhed  forward  to  his 
refcue.  They  bore  all  before  them  in  this  laft 
effort;  and  Suja,  in  the  moment  of  vidorv,  vjd.s 
beginning  to  give  way.  His  elephant,  difabled  by 
the  firfl:  {hock,  was  not  to  be  moved  forward. 
Aliverdi,  one  of  his  friends,  came  with  a  horfe  ; 
and  Suia,  in  an  evil  hour,  defcended  from  his 
lofty  feat.  The  fame  condud  had  ruined  Dara. 
The  elephant  returning  to  the  rear,  with  an  • 
empty  caule,  the  army  thought  that  the  prince 
was  flain  ;  and  they  began  to  fly  on  every  fide. 

Aurungzebe,  who  owed  his  victory  to  his  own  who  ob- 
inrrepidity,  was  in  no  condition  to  purfue  the^^a'''^^^ 
enemy.     Night  was  now  coming  on;    and  he  lay 

on 
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on  the  field  under  arms.  During  the  action,  the 
Maraja  had  defeated  the  party  left  to  defend  the 
baggage ;  and  loading  camels  with  the  booty, 
fent  them  off,  under  an  efcort.  He  himfelf  flill 
hovered  round  the  rear.  The  proximity  of  the 
Imperial  tents  to  the  line,  had  hitherto  protecled 
them  from  being  plundered  by  the  Rajaputs. 
Night  coming  on,  the  Maraja  advanced  ;  and, 
about  an  hour  after  it  was  dark,  fell  upon  the 
tents  of  Mahonmied,  who  had  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  field.  A  few,  who  defended  the 
quarter  of  the  prince,  were  cut  off  to  a  man  ; 
and  the  Rajaputs  advanced  to  the  Imperial  tents, 
and  feized  upon  every  thing  valuable  within  the 
fquare  ;  putting  every  one  that  oppofed  them  to 
the  fword.  The  night  became  a  fcene  of  horror, 
confufion,  and  death.  Aurungzebe  was  not  to 
be  moved  from  the  field  ;  but  he  detached  a  part 
of  the  army  to  oppofe  the  Maraja.  When  day- 
appeared,  the  troops  of  Suja  were  no  more  to  be 
feen  ;  and  the  emperor,  now  convinced  of  his 
victory,  turned  his  arms  upon  the  Maraja.  That 
prince  ftood  his  ground.  A  bloody  battle  en- 
fued.  The  Rajaputs  retreated  ;  but  they  carried 
their  booty  away. 
Stij.i  pur-  Suja  fled  with  fo  much  precipitation  in  the 
Mahom-  flight,  that  he  left  all  his  tents,  equipage,  and 
»»«"^-  artillery,  on  the  field.  His  army  deferted  him  ; 
and  he  even  deferted  his  army.  He  changed  his 
clothes,  he  threw  off  every  mark  of  diftiiiOion, 
and  hurried  forward  to  Patnalike  a  private  man. 
He  feared  no  enemy;  but  he  was  afraid  of  his 
frieii'S.  AVhen  Fortune  had  forfaken  him,  he 
hoped  nor  to  retain  their  faith  ;  for  to  deliver  him 
to  Aurung/.cbe  would  not  oidy  procure  their 
faftiy,  but  advance  their  intcrdf.  'i  he  lun  was 
fca'-L  up,  when  Aurungzebe  detached  ten  thou- 
fand  horle  under  his  fon  Mahommed  in  puriuit  of 

his 
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his  brother.     The  enemy  were  fo  much  diflipated,     A  d. 
that  few   were   flain.     The   inftrudions    of    the      \!^f|' 
prince  were  to  follow  Suja.     He  arrived  at   Pat-      1069. 
na,  and  the  unfortunate  prince  fled  to  Mongeer  ;  "— '^^'^^ 
hoping  to  derive  from  walls  that  fafety  which   he 
could  not  command  in    the  field.     His  courage, 
however,  forfook  him  not  in  his  diflrefs.     He  had 
ftill  refources  in  his  own    adive   mind  ;    and   the 
whole  province  of  Bengal  was  devoted   to  his  in- 
tereft,  from  the  ftrid  juftice  and  mildnefs   of  his 
government. 

After  the  flight  of  the  Maraja  and  the  depar-  Aumng- 
ture  of  Mahommed,  the  emperor  called  together  Yn^fch  to 
the  nobility  and  principal  officers  of  his  army,  his  nobles. 
He  had  marked,  from  his  elephant,  the  particular 
behaviour  of  each.  He  punifhed  fome  for  cowar- 
dice ;  others  he  promoted  for  valour.  His  re- 
proofs were  flrong  and  pointed  ;  the  praife  he  be- 
llowed manly  and  juft.  He,  at  the  fame  time, 
made  a  long  fpeech  from  the  throne.  He  afliimed 
no  merit  to  himfelf,  he  even  gave  up  that  of  his 
army,  and  attributed  his  fuccefs  to  Providence. 
He  involved  Heaven  in  his  quarrel  with  his  bro- 
thers ;  and  made  it  the  partner  of  his  own  guilt. 
This  religious  oration  was  received  with  burfls  of 
applaufe.  Mankind  are  in  all  ages  and  nations 
fuperllitious  ;  and  the  bare  profeflion  of  fandity 
hides  the  blackefl:  crimes  from  their  eyes. 
Aurungzebe,  however,  did  not  forget  his  tempo- 
ral aff"airs  in  his  devotion.  Anxious  for  the  re- 
dudlion  of  Bengal,  and  for  an  end  of  the  war 
with  buja,  he  detached  a  large  body  of  horfe 
under  Meer  Jumla,  to  reinforce  Mahommed, 
whilfl  he  himfelf  took  the   route  of  the  capital. 

The  Maraja,  in  the  meantime,  with  his  booty,  A  faife  re- 
advanced  to   the  walls  of    Agra.     News  of   the  P'f  "^ 
defeat  of  Aurungzebe  had  already  filled    that  ca-  A^a 
pital  with  furprize.     The  appearance  of  the  Ra- 
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A.  D.  japuts  confirmed  the  report.  The  adherents  of 
l^?9-  the  new  emperor  began  to  (hift  for  themfelves  ; 
1C69.  and  grief  and  joy  prevailed,  as  men  were  va- 
^-— >-'^-'  riouflv  affeded  to  this  or  the  other  fide.  Shaifta, 
who  commanded  in  the  city,  was  flruck  with  me- 
lancholy and  defpair.  He  knew  the  adive  part 
which  he  himfetf  had  taken  for  Aurunjizebe  ; 
and  he  could  expect  no  favour  from  the  conque- 
rors. He  even  made  attempts  againft  his  own 
life  ;  and  feemed  indifferent  about  Ihiuting  the 
gates  of  the  citadel  againft  JefTwint  Singh.  That 
prince,  though  he  fuffered  little  in  the  running 
lis:ht  with  Aurun'_':z  be,  was  ftill  afraid  of  the 
Imperial  army,  which  followed  clofe  on  his  heels. 
Had  he  boldly  entered  the  city,  taken  advantage 
of  the  panic  of  Shailta,  and  releafed  Shaw  Jehan, 
Aurungzebe  mic;ht  (till  be  ruined.  But  the  for- 
tune of  that  prince  was  ftill  greater  than  his 
abilities. 
Aur*iiig-  Aurungzebe,  apprehcnfive  of  fome  mifchief 
rivfs  in  hi  Agra,  haftened  his  march  to  that  capital.  The 
that  city.  cJty  yvas  now  undeceived  with  regard  to  the  bat- 
tle; and  the  Maraja,  who  had  boafted  of  the  de- 
feat of  the  emperor,  began  to  fly  before  him. 
He  directed  his  courfe  to  his  own  country  ;  and, 
though  encumbered  with  fpoil,  outftripped  his 
purfuers  in  the  march.  Aurungzebe  entered 
j\gra  without  any  pomp.  He  did  not  permit 
himfell  to  be  faluted  by  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
"  It  would  be  improper,"  faid  he,  "  to  triumph 
in  the  ears  of  a  father,  over  the  defeat  of  his 
fon."  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Shaw  Jehan,  enquiring 
concerning  his  health;  and  he  excufed  himlelf 
from  coming  into  his  prefence  onaccountof  th/  hur- 
ry ol  pi;blica!fairs.  Hcflightly  nientioned  his  victo- 
ry,by  infmuarin':;  that  Providence, b\  his  hands,  had 
frud rated  the  delltrns  of  the  eneniies  of  the  houfe 
of  Timur.   His  father,  who  was  no  ftranger  to  the 
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fituation  of  affairs,  would  not  read  the  letter.  He  a.  d. 
gave  it  back  to  the  melTenger,  and  faid,  "  If  my  !^59v 
fon  means  to  infult  me,  to  know  it  would  but  add  1069. 
to  my  misfortunes  ;  if  he  treats  me  with  affeftion 
and  refpeft,  why  does  he  permit  me  to  languifh 
within  thefe  walls  ?" 


Vol.  m.  Ee  AURUNG- 
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AURUNGZEBE. 


CHAP.      II. 


Daras  flight  to  Bicker — He  crojfes  the  defert — 
Gains  the  governor  of  Guzcrat — Marches  to- 
ward Agra — Fortifies  himfclf  at  Ajmere — De- 
ceived— attacked — and  totally  defeated  by  Au- 
rung-zebe — His  unheard-of  misfortunes — Dijirefs 
in  the  defert — Arrival  at  Tatta — Throws  him- 
felf  under  the  protection  of  yihon — Death  of  the 
Sultana — Throws  himfelf  under  the  ProtetTion  of 
yihon — Death  of  the  Sultana — Dara  betrayed — 
Carried  with  ignominy  through  Delhi — Confined 
at  Chizerabdd — Affajfinated — Reflc6lions, 

^5^^;     JJaRA    having  fled   from  Moiiltan,  took    the 
ii'K-      route  of  Bicker,  beyond  the  Indus.     The   Impe- 
^,]^fi^^  rialids  were  clofe  at  his  heels.     His  army  fell  off 
Dara'fiifs  gradually  in  his  flight.     His   affairs  were  defpe- 
lo  Bicker,  j^te,  and  their  attachment  gave  way  to  perfonal 
fafety.     Four  thoufand  (iill  adhered    to   their  co- 
lours, with  which  number  Dara  encamped    near 
Bicker,  having    garrifoned    the    place,  and    fub- 
mitted  it   to    the  command    of  a  faithful   friend. 
He  had  icarce  pitched  his  tents,  when  the  enemy 
came  in    fight.     Though   worn-out  with  fatigue, 
he  was  obliged  to  fly.     He   found  boats   by  acci- 
dent, and  croifed  the  Indus  with  all  his  followers. 

On 
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On  the  oppofife  fliore  flood  the  flronrr  fortrefs  of 
Sicar.  Struck  with  the  hard  fate  of  D:ira,  the 
governor  opened  the  gate';.  But  it  was  no't  the 
bufinefs  of  theprincTe  to  fliut  hitnfelf  up  within 
walls  ;  which  at  bed  could  only  protraft  misfor- 
tune. He  reinforced  the  garrifon  with  a  part  of 
his  troops;  and  left  fome  valuable  eff^as  under, 
the  protedionof  the  governor. 

Dlfinc umbered,  he  betook  himfelf  to  the  open  Meditates 
field,  before  he  had  even  thought  of  the  quarter  to  ?erfif^  ^° 
which  he  fliould  direft  his  courfe.     He  wandered    ^"^  ^^' 
away  in  a  melancholy  mood.     His  faithful  adhe- 
rents, for   only    thole   whofe  attachment    to  his 
perfon  overcame  their  own  fears  were  now  in  his 
train,    followed    filently  the   path     of    a  mailer 
whom^  they  loved.     Having  marched  a  few  miles, 
the  prince  came  to  the  place  where  the  road  parted 
into  two ;  the  one  leading  to   Tatta,    the   other 
toward  the  Perfian  province  of  Choraflan.     Start- 
ing from  his  reveiie,  he  flood  for  fome    time  ir- 
refolute.     On  the  one  fide  there  was    apparent 
ruin  ;     on   the   other,    a    certainty     of    perfonal 
fafety.     But  glory  was  blended  with    difgrace   in 
the  firfl: ;  in  the  latter  there  was  nothing  but  ob- 
fcurity  and  difhonour.     "When  he  weighed  thefe 
things   in  his  mind,  the  chariots,  in  w^hich  were 
his  women,  arrived.      His   perplexity    increafed. 
The  defart  toward  Perfia  was  extenfive  and   un- 
hofpitable  ;  on  the   fide  of  India,  his  own  mif- 
fortunes  mufi:    overwhelm   his  family.     He  could 
not  decide;  and   a  melancholy   filence  prevailed 
around. 

The  favourite  Sultana,   feeing  the   undecifive- *'"f 
nefs  of  Dara,  at  length  pat  an  end  to  his  doubts.  his'Se 
"  Can  the  firftof  the  race  of  Timur,"  (liefaid, "  he-  to  Tatt«, 
fitate  in  this  moment  of  difirefs .?  There  is  danger, 
but  there  may  be  alfo  a  throne  on  one  fide  ;  but 
a  frightful  folitude,  and  the  cold  reception  given 
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to  fugitive  princes  by  flrangers,  threaten  from 
the  other.  If  Dara  cannot  decide,  1,  who  am 
the  daughter  of  Purvez,  will  decide  for  myfelf. 
This  hand  (hall  prevent  me,  by  death,  from  difho- 
nour.  The  defcendant  of  the  immortal  Timur 
fliall  not  grace  the  haram  of  the  race  of  Sheick 
S'efi!'*  The  features  of  the  prince  were  at  once 
lighted  up  into  a  kind  of  mournful  joy.  He 
burll  into  tears  ;  and,  without  uttering  a  word, 
fpurred  forward  hishorfe  toward  Tatta.  He  had 
not  remained  many  days  in  that  city,  when  he 
received  advices  that  a  confidcrable  detachment 
of  the  enemy  was  arrived  wiihia  a  few  miles  of 
the  .place.  He  evacuated.  Tatta,- croiTed  the  In- 
dus, and  fled  toward  the  capital  of  Guzerat. 
TTie  enemy  laid  a  bridge  of  boats  ^over  the  river  ; 
and  were  preparing  to  purfue  the  fugitive,  when 
unexpeded  orders  arrived  for  them  to  repair 
■with  all  expedition  to  join  the  Imperial  army,  in 
full  march  againft  Suja. 
deferr  ^^^  '^^^^  removal  of  the  Imperial  troops  procured  a 
happy  refpiie  fur  Dara ;  but  it  was  but  a  tranfient 
gleam  of  Fortune,  who  had  refolved  to  continue 
her  frowns.  The  road  of  the  .prince  lay  partly 
through  burning  fands,  deflitute  of  water  ;  part- 
ly through  abrupt  mountains,  covered  with  im- 
pervious woods,  the  haunts  of  hearts  of  prey. 
ITis  people  were  parched  with  third:  ;  his  very 
camels  died  of  fatigue.  His  unfortunate  women 
were  juft  expiring  for  want  of  water,  when  the 
prance,  who  ranged  the  folitudes  far  and  wide, 
ligTited  on  a  fpring.  He  encamped  near  it ;  and 
having  relrelhed  his  attendants,  arrived  next 
day  on  the  borders  of  the  territories  of  the  Raja's 
Jam  and  Bahara,  which  lay  contiguous  to  each 
other  in  his  route.  They  received  him  with  hof- 
pi'taiity  ;  but  they  declin-M!  :;o  embrace  his  caufc 
Tlicy  were  the   natural  tticniies  of  the  houfe  of 
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TImur,  who  had,  often  from  views  of  con- 
quefl,  penetrated  into  their  almoft  inaccefiibJe 
country.  When  perfuafion  failed,  Dara  endea- 
voured to  work  upon  the  pride  of  Jam.  He  pro- 
pofed  an  alliance  between  his  fon  Sipper  Sheko, 
the  conllant  attendant  of  his  misfortunes,  and  the 
daughter  of  the  Raja.  The  match  did  not  take 
place.  The  few  Mogul  nobles  who  adhered  to 
him,  were  fo  much  difl'atisfied  with  the  propofal, 
on  account  of  its  inequality,  that  it  was  laid 
afide ;  and  Daru  proceeded   to  Ahmedabad. 

Shaw  Nawaz,  whofe  two  daughters  were  mar-  andarrivet 
ried  to  Aurungzebe  and  Morad,  had  been  left  by  in  Guze- 
the  latter  in  the  government  of  Guzerat,  and  kept  "'* 
his  refidence  in  Ahmedabad.  When  Morad  was 
feized,  Aurungzebe  fent  a  new  commiffion  to 
Shaw  Nawaz,  which  that  lord  received,  and  go- 
verned his  province  in  the  name  of  the  new  em- 
peror. He  prepared  to  oppofe  Dara  with  all  his 
forces.  The  match  was  unequal,  and  the  prince, 
hemmed  in  with  misfortunes  on  every  fide,  began 
to  defpair.  He,  however,  refolved  to  carry  no 
longer  round  the  empire  a  life  obnoxious  to  mife- 
ry.  He  advanced  with  his  few  attendants  ;  and, 
as  the  lad  refort,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  younger 
daughter  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  who  was  the  wife  ofMo- 
rad,  and  had  been  left  with  her  father  when  the 
prince  marched  toward  Agra.  He  recounted  his 
own  misfortunes  ;  and  compared  them  with  thofe 
of  her  huiband.  "  The  enemy  of  both  is  one,'* 
faid  he :  "  if  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate 
Morad  dill  lives  in  the  breafl  of  his  wife,  fhe  will 
perfuade  her  father  to  favour  Dara,  who  is  op- 
preiTed  by  the  fame  untoward  fate  !** 

The  princefs,  who  had  mourned  inceflfantly  for  Gain?  over 
the  misfortunes  of  her   lord,  whom  (he  loved  to  ^"^^  gover- 
diftradion,    burft  into    a   flood  of  tears    at  the 
reception  of    the  letter.     She    grafped    at    the 
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fhadow  of  hope  for  her  hufband's  releafement, 
which  was  offered  by  a  prince  overwhelmed  by 
his  own  bad  fortune.  She  threw  herfcif  at  the 
feet  of  her  father  ;  her  tears  fuppreffed  her  voice  ; 
but  fhe  looked  up  to  him  with  that  forcible  elo- 
quence of  eyes,  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
Te(\i\  from  beauty  in  dift)  efs.  She  placed  the  let- 
ter of  Dara  in  his  hands.  He  read  it  with  emoti- 
on ;  and  turned  away  in  filence.  She  followed 
him  on  her  knees,  holding  tlie  ikirt  of  his  robe. 
"  Is  not  my  daug^hter,"  faid  he,  "  already  fuflici- 
enily  wretched  r  Why  does  fhe  wifii  to  involve 
her  father  in  the  irretrievable  mifery  which  has 
overtaken  her  lord  ?  But  Ihe  will  have  it  fo — and 
prudence  mud  give  way  to  pity."  He  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  thrown  open  ;  and  the  princefs, 
in  an  ecllafy  of  joy,  fent  accounts  of  her  fuccefs 
to  Dara. 
Rpifesan  The  prince  could  fcarce  believe  Lis  own  eyes, 
^■■"^^-  when  he  received  the  letter  of  the  wife  of  Morad, 
A  gleam  of  hope  canie  in  upon  his  misfortunes.  He 
entered  Ahmedabad  ;  and  the  governor  received 
him  with  the  higheft  diilinclion  and  refpeft.  He 
gave  to  the  prince  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  in  money,  together  with  jewels 
to  a  great  amount,  to  contribute  to  raife  troops. 
This  new  liic  to  the  affairs  of  Dara,  rendered  him 
aclive  in  his  preparations  for  war.  In  a  few 
weeks  he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confider- 
able  army.  He  in  the  mean  time  received  letters 
from  the  Maraja,  who,  with  his  native  troops, 
was  on  his  march  with  Aurungzebe  to  attack 
Suja.  That  prince  acquainted  him  of  his  defign 
of  deferting  the  new  emperor  in  the  adion  ;  and 
we  have  already  feen  that  he  kept  his  promife. 
He  conjured  Dara  to  haflen  his  march  to  fupport 
him  in  his  intended  defection.  The  advice  was 
good  f    but  the  evil   genius    of   Dara  prevailed. 

He 
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He  delayed,  that  he  might  augment  his  forces  ;     A.  D. 
and  loll  the  golden  opportunity   of"  refloring  his      [p^' 
affairs  by  an  adt  of  boldnefs  and  intrepidity.     Su-      1069. 
ja  was,  in   the   mean  time,  defeated  ;     and    Au-  ''— '— y~^^ 
rungzebe  turned  his  whole  force  toward  the  ftorm 
which  was  brewincr  in  the  Weft. 

The  defertion  of  the  Maraja  had  fpread   news  Marches 
of  the  defeat  and   death  of  Aurungzebe  to   every  ^^"^'^^^ 

.  o        .  J    Agra. 

corner  of  the  empire.  The  agreeable  intelligence 
came  to  Drfra.  He  inftantly  marched  toward 
Agra,  to  feize  the  capital  before  the  arrival  of 
Suja,  who  was  faid  to  have  conquered.  In  three 
days,  the  unfortunate  prince  was  undeceived. 
Letters  from  different  quarters  brought  him  the 
particulars  of  the  adlion,  and  of  the  complete 
viclory  obtained  by  his  greateft  foe.  He  was 
again  thrown  into  perplexity.  To  proceed  with 
fo  fmall  a  force  was  imprudent ;  to  retreat,  rui- 
nous to  his  reputation.  He  had  built  his  la(t 
hopes  on  his  army  ;  to  retire,  was  to  lofe  them 
by  defertion.  Many  Europeans  were  in  his  camp. 
He  had  gained  them  by  large  promifes ;  and  they 
naturally  loved  that  impartiality  which  he  fhewed 
indifcriminately  to  men  of  merit  of  all  nations. 
His  artillery  was  upon  the  beft  footing;  and  he  was 
not  deftiiute  of  able  engineers.  His  foldiers,  for 
the  moft  part  confiding  of  the  troops  of  the 
empire  ftationed  on  the  frontiers,  were  habituated 
to  adion.  But  they  were  too  few  in  number  j 
and  their  leader  was  deftined  for  misfortune. 

The  Maraja,    after   plundering   the    Imperial  Turn?to- 
camp,  declared  his  intentions  of  marching  to  Gu-  doniinions 
zerat  with  the  fpoil.     Dara  halted  to  take  him  up  ^^  'i^^. 
by  his  way.     But  the   Indian  had  no   ferious   in-?  '  ^"^^' 
tentions  of  alTifting  effedually  any  branch  of  the 
houfeof  Timur.     An  enthufiafl  in  his  own  reli- 
gion, he  confidered  all  Mahommedans  as  his  na- 
tural enemies.     He  abetted  none  of   the  princes 
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through  choice.  He  ftudied  to  add  fuel  to  the 
flame  which  raged  between  them,  and  to  derive 
advantage  from  their  diflenfions.  He  hoped  to  find 
that  freedom  and  independence  in  their  weaknefs, 
which  he  could  never  expeft  from  their  favour  and 
power.  Under  the  influence  of  thefe  political 
principles,  he  ftudioufly  avoided  to  meet  Dara. 
He  took  the  route  of  Marwar,  to  lodge  his  booty 
in  bis  own  dominions  in  fafety.  He,  however, 
wrote  letters  to  the  prince,  to  advance  to  his 
borders,  where  he  would  join  him  with  a  recruit- 
ed army.  Dara  accordingly  marched  toward  Me- 
irta,  at  which  place  he  encamped  with  his  forces, 
in  daily  expedations  of  thejunclion  of  the  Maraja, 
who  was  coUefting  his  forces  at  the  capital  of  his 
■who  is       dominions. 

over\y  Aurungzcbe  was,  in  the  mean  time,  alarmed  at 

Aurung- "  ti^g  great  preparations  of  the  Maraja.  He  faw 
danger  in  his  defection  ;  and  he  had  lecourfe  to 
his  ufual  art  and  addrefs.  He  wrote  to  him  a 
letter.  He  acquainted  him,  That  the  oppofition 
given  to  his  fortune  at  the  battle  of  Ugein,  had 
long  fince  been  blotted  out  of  his  memory,  as  it 
was  the  refult  of  the  Maraja's  opinion  in  favour 
of  Dara ;  that  his  fubmiflion  to  his  government, 
while  vet  his  brothers  were  in  the  field,  was  a 
conduct  which  entitled  him  to  favour  ;  but  that 
his  late  deferiion  in  battle,  and  his  fubfequent  at- 
tack upon  the  Imperial  baggage,  could  not  be  for- 
got, though  it  might  be  forgiven.  "  The  love  of 
public  tranquillity,  however,'*  continues  Aurung- 
zcbe, "  has  expelled  from  my  brealt  every  wifh 
of  revenge.  It  is  therefore  your  intered,  to 
withdraw  your  foot  from  the  circle  of  Dara's  mif- 
fortunes.  That  you  (hould  join  my  ftandard,  I 
neither  expe*^  nor  wifli.  1  cannot  trufl  again 
your  faith  ;  and  my  own  force  is  fuflicient  to 
overthrow  my  enemies.  You  may  therefore  look 
from  your  own  country,  an  unconcerned  rpe<fta- 

tor 


AURUNGZEBE.  3,5 

tor  of   the  war;    and    to  reward   you  for  your    a.  n. 
neutrality,  the  government  of  Guzerat   (hall   be     '/i';^' 
added  to  that  of  your  hereditary  dominions."  ,069. 

The  letter  had  the  intended  erfecl  on  ihe  Ma-  ^-^r"**-' 
raja.  He  preferred  the  proffered  advantage  to  {y^^^/^  "^^'^ 
the  gratitude  of  Dara,  whofe  fortunes  wore  luch 
a  doubtful  afpeft.  He  broke  olF  his  correfpond- 
ence  with  that  prince,  at  the  very  time  that  he 
was  buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  of  the  junction  of  a 
great  army  with  his  own  forces.  A  (iranger  to 
the  motive  of  the  Hindoo,  he  fent  his  fon  Sip- 
per  Sheko  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  throw  off  his  inactivity.  The  young  prince 
was  received  at  his  capital  with  diilinction  and 
hofpitality.  He  was,  however,  difappointed  in 
his  views.  The  lyiaraja  would  give  no  iatisfaiftory 
anfwer  ;  and  the  prince  returned  to  his  father, 
who  was  greatly  difconcerted  by  this  new  mif- 
fortune.  He,  however,  refolved  to  hefitate  no 
longer  with  his  fate.  He  decamped,  and  march- 
ed in  a  direct  line  for  Agra;  and  arrived  at  Aj- 
mere,  about  eight  days  journey  from  that  capi- 
tal. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Ajmere,  the  high-^i*"  *'^'"- 
road  to  the  capital  paffes  between  two  fteep  hills, 
each  of  which  forms  the  point  of  an  Impaffable 
ridge  of  mountains,  which  flretch  far  into  the 
country  on  both  fides,  and  feparate  the  kingdom 
of  Guzerat  from  the  reft  of  Hindoftan.  Dara 
halted  with  his  army  in  this  pafs.  His  high  opi- 
nion of  the  European  mode  of  war,  which  he 
imbibed  from  the  Englifh,  French  and  Portuguefe 
in  his  fervice,  had  rendered  that  prince  fond  of  en- 
trenchments. He  had  confidered  the  appearance  of 
fecurity,  more  than  the  movements  of  the  human 
mind  :  for  armies  often  take  entrenchments  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy.     He  threw   up  lines   from  hili    to  hill  in 

his 
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A  D.  his  front,  and  ftrengthencd  thefii  with  artillery. 
Ki.t  -Aurungzcbe,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  with 
to6q.      an  army   to  ftop   his  progrefs ;  and    arrived   with 

'^-^r^^  great  expedition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ajmere. 
When  he  came  in  fjght  of  the  entrenchments,  he 
ordered  his  army  to  encamp;  and  he  himfelf 
rode  out  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy. 

Hn^frif  at  Nothing  could  equal  his  aftonifhment  when  he 
^'^''''*''  viewed,  through  a  fpy-glafs,  the  pofition  of  his 
brother.  The  ftrength  of  the  works  was  incon- 
ceivable :  indead  of  a  common  entrenchment 
the  prince  had  fortified  himfelf  with  a  ftrong 
rampire,  defended  by  bailions,  a  deep  ditch  and 
a  double  row  of  palifadoes,  which  extended 
fix  miles  acrofs  a  valley.  Aurungzebe  was  per- 
plexed beyond  meafure.  He  knew  not  how  to 
act.  An  aflault  was  evidently  impracticable  ;  to 
do  nothing  would  derogate  from  that  high  opinion 
which  he  had  already  eftablifhed  in  the  minds  of 
the  people.  Every  day  would  add  to  Dara's  in- 
fluence and  party  ;  and  mankind,  who  always 
fide  with  the  unfortunate,  would  attribute  to 
ability  what  was  the  gift  of  chance.  He  called 
a  council  of  the  nobles.  They  differed  in  their 
opinions  ;  much  time  was  fpent  in  argument 
without  coming  to  a  decifive  meafure.  They  at 
lafl  agreed  upon  an  expedient.  They  knew  that 
the  fpiri:  of  Dara  was  impatient  of  infulr ;  and 
they  advifed  the  emperor  to  draw  out  his  forces, 
and  to  offer  battle. 

Alining-         In  compliance  with  the   advice    of    his  nobles, 

ba'Tie!^"^  he  formed  his  line  on  the  23d  of  March  i65g,  and 
advanced  with  his  artillery  within  cannon-fhot  of 
the  camp.  Dara  continued  within  his  lines ;  and 
Aurung/.cbe  bcpan  to  fortify  limfclf  under  the 
enemy's  fire.  He  continued  the  work  the  whole 
right,  anJ  covered  his  men  before  day-light  ap- 
peared,   notwithlianding  his  brother  had    fallied 

thrice 
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thrice  during  that  time.     The  fun    was    fcarce     A    n. 
rifen,  when  Debere,  and  fome  other    nobles,  if-      j||'^' 
fued  out  of  the  csmp,  and  advanced  on  full  fpced     1069. 
with'  five  thou fand  horfe  near   the  lines;  hoping, '^■'^*'"^~^ 
by  infulting  him,    to  draw   Dara   from   his   lines. 
They   paid  dear  for  their    temerity.     The  artille- 
ry of  the  enemy  being  well  ferved,  galled  the  af- 
failants  fo  much,  that  they   retreated  in  diforder, 
and  were  glad  to  fnelter  ihemfelves   behind   their 
own  lines.     The'e  things  lemained  in  this  doubt- 
ful fituation  for  feveral  days.     The  army  of  Dara, 
having  the  country  in  their  rear    open,  were  in  no 
want  of  provifions  ;  and  were,  therefore,  under  no 
necelTity  of  retreating;  and  it  was  impoilible,  with- 
out a  long  fiege,  to  overcome  their  almofl  impreg- 
nable lines. 

Fortune,  who  never  forfook  Aurungzebe,  re- ^1=  <^rata- 
lieved  his  anxiety  upon  this  occafion.  A  petty  ^'^ 
Indian  prince,  who  commanded  three  thoufand  of 
his  native  infantry  in  the  Imperial  army,  inform- 
ed himfelf  of  a  narrow  and  (leep  path,  by  which 
men,  accuftomed  to  climb,  might  afcend  the 
mountain  on  the  right  of  Dara's  lines.  lie  com- 
municated his  information  to  the  emperor,  who 
was  overjoyed  at  the  difcovery.  He  made  large 
promifes  to  the  Raja,  fhould  he  gain,  with  a  party, 
the  fum^mit  of  the  mountain,  without  alarming: 
the  enemy.  Should  he  be  fo  fortunate  as  10  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  attempt,  he  was  ordered  to  make  a 
fignal  to  the  emperor  from  that  fide  of  the  miOun- 
tain  which  was  covered  from  Dara.  When  night 
came  on,  he  marched  with  his  troops.  Having 
encountered  many  difficulties,  he  afcended  the 
mountain,  and  the  appointed  fignal  was  ready 
to  be  fhewn  by  the  dawn  of  day. 

Aurungzebe  never  reded   his  hopes  upon   the  ^°  deceive 
fuccefs  of  a  fingle  fcheme.     He   had,  during   the 
night,  planned  the  ruin  of  his   brother's  affairs, 

by 
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A.  n.  by  a  more  fatal  ftroke  of  policy  than  the  ftrata- 
ItTc^'  P^^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  Raja.  Debere  Chan,  and  the  Indian 
10^-9.     prince,  Joy  Singh,  had,  at  the   beginning  of  the 

'"'"'^i  '  war,  adhered  with  warmth  to  the  interells  of  Dara. 
Under  the  prince  Soliman,  they  had  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  in  the  defeat  of  Suja,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  Bengal.  Yielding  to  the  preiTure  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  intrigues  of  Aurungzebe,  they 
defertcd,  as  has  been  already  related,  the  colours 
of  Soliman  ;  and  ruined  all  the  hopes  which  the 
unfortunate  Dara  derived  from  the  vitlorious  ar- 
my under  his  fori.  To  thefe  chiefs  the  emperor 
applied  with  much  addrefs.  He  promifed  large- 
ly ;  and  he  mixed  threats  with  his  proffered 
favour.  He  at  length  prevailed  upon  them  to 
write  an  infidious  letter  to  Dara,  to  the  following 
purpofe  : 

^"^'  "    It   is   not  unknown  to   the  emperor,**  for 

with  that  title  they  affe<^\ed  to  diflingjifli  Dara, 
*'  that  Debere  and  Joy  Singh  once  deemed  it 
their  greatefl  glory  to  be  numbered  among  his 
fervants.  With  how  much  fidelity  they  obeyed 
his  orders,  they  derive  a  proof  from  their  actions, 
under  the  command  of  the  illuflrious  prince  So- 
liman Sheko.  So  much  fatisfied  was  Dara  with 
the  conduct  of  his  faithful  fervants,  that,  in  his 
letters,  which  were  prelented  to  us  by  the  prince, 
he  attributed  the  vidory  over  Suja  to  our  conduct 
and  valour.  The  emperor  was  partial  in  our  fa- 
vour ;  but  we  prefume  to  hope,  we  deferved  a 
part  of  his  praife.  When  the  newsof  the  defeat 
of  our  prince,  and  of  the  imj)rilonment  of  the 
king  of  kings,  came  to  our  ears,  we  thought 
(jurlclves  alone  amid  it  the  victorious  arndes  of  our 
iocs.  What  could  we  do  ?  Our  loyalty  remain- 
ed, but  neceflity  was  near.  l  he  times  left  us  no 
'  choice,  a:   !  we  were  forced  to  lubmit.     We  have 

ever  hhce    been   dragged   along,    the    unwilling 
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Haves  of  Auriingzebe.      But  now  Fortune   has     A.  i). 
returned  to  the  threfliold  which  leads  to  the  pre-      '^f^' 
fence  of   Dara.      The   acceflion  of    his    faithful      io6y. 
fervants  to   his    power,    though  not   nece(fary  to  ^-^i'"'-^ 
his  affairs,  will  bring  them  to  a  more  fpeedy  con- 
clufion.     When,    therefore,    day-light  (hall    ap- 
pear, let  the  gate  of  the  camp  be   opened  to  re- 
ceive us;  that   we  may   have  an  opportunity  oi 
regaining,  by   our  merit,    the  favour,  of  which 
we  have  been  deprived  by  neccllity.     As  foon  as 
the  fun   fliali  arife,  we  look   for  admittance  into 
the  camp,  with  all  our  followers  and  friends/* 

This  letter  was  thrown  into  the  lines,  by  a  SucceeJ.^ 
horfeman  on  full  fpeed.  It  was  immediately  car- 
ried to  the  prince ;  and  with  that  credulity  which 
is  inherent  in  a  fmcere  mind,  he  implicitly  be- 
lieved every  thing  which  the  letter  contained. 
Shaw  Nawaz  in  vain  remonflrated  to  him,  in 
the  ftrongeil  terms,  that  there  was  danger  in 
confiding  in  their  fnicerity.  Dara  was  always 
averfe  to  advice  ;  and  now  he  was  rendered  blind 
by  the  hopes  of  gaining  fuch  powerful  chiefs  to 
his  party.  He  was  obdinate  ;  and  determined  to 
rifque  all  on  the  faith  of  men,  who  had,  a 
few  months  before,  betrayed  his  fon.  He  gave 
pofitive  orders,  that  in  the  morning,  that  gate  of 
the  camp  which  looked  toward  the  enemy  (hculd 
be  thrown  open,  to  re<:eive  the  expeded  fugitives. 
He,  at  the  fame  time,  iffued  diredions  to  all  the 
officers,  that  care  (liould  be  taken  not  to  fire  upon 
them  as  they  advanced.  Shaw  Nawaz  was  high- 
ly diifatisfied  ;  Mahommecl  Sherif,  who  com- 
manded the  forces.,  was  aflonifhed.  The  orders 
were  peremptory,  and  they  muft  be  obeyed. 
They,  however,  lefolved  to  Hand  upon  their 
guard ;  and  when  morning  came,  they  pofled 
therafelves,  with  ieveral   fquadrons,  without  the 
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A.  n.     lines  ;   giving  orders,  at   the  fame  time,    that  all 
!^''9•     the  troops  in  the  camp  ilioulJ  ftanJ  to  their  arms. 
1069  Aurungz'be,  who  was  no  itranger  to  the  cha- 

i"^"*-^  racier  of"  Dara,  forefaw  that  his  ilratagcm  would 
lucceed.  He  drew  up  his  army  before  day,  be- 
hind his  own  camp  ;  being  covered  by  the  tents 
from  the  enemy's  view.  The  fun  was  not  yet  up, 
when  he  ordered  Debcre  to  iflue  forth  from  his 
right,  and  joy  Singh  from  his  left,  at  the  head 
of  their  troops,  and  to  advance  on  full  fpecd  to- 
ward ihe  camp.  Thefe  oflicers  accordingly  raflied 
forih  ;  and  Aurun^zobe,  to  carry  on  the  deceit, 
began  to  fire  with  his  artillery,  but  with  powder 
only,  on  the  pretended  deibrters.  Dara,  full  of 
expectation,  (rood  on  the  rampire.  Wiien  he  faw 
the  fquadrons  advancing,  he  ordered  the  gate  to 
be  thrown  opc-n;  but  Mahommed  Sherif,  who, 
vv'ith  a  chofen  body,  flood  without  the  lines,  bc- 
i.ig  flill  dubious  of  the  intentions  of  the  fugi- 
tives, ordered  them  to  ftop,  till  he  fliould  be  fa- 
tisficd  of  their  real  defigns. 
'^•^V  Dcbere,  who    firll  advanced,  bad  no    time  to 

""'  delibtnite.  A  pailey  would  difcover  the  whole 
to  his  own  men  ;  he  immediately  itopt  fhort,  and 
gave  the  fignal  of  attack,  by  fliootlng  Sherir,  with 
an  arrow,  through  the  heart.  Th.it  officer  fell  head- 
long to  the  ground;  and  a  dreadful  flaughter  com- 
menced, hand  to  hand.  Debere,  unmatched  in  that 
age  for  flrengih  and  perfcnal  bravery,  hewed  on 
his  way  to  the  gate,  which  Shaw  Nawaz  was  en- 
deavouring to  (hut.  But  the  thing  was  now  im- 
practicable, from  the  numbers  that  crowded  into 
the  camp.  Debere  entered,  fword  in  hand  ;  and 
Shaw  Nawaz^  advanced  to  ojtpofe  him.  The 
match  was  unequal.  Debere,  who  refjiefted  the 
virtues,  the  years,  the  high  quality  of  his  adver- 
i'ary,  defired  him  to  furrender  ;  and  to  fear  nothing 
from   his  fjn-in-law.     "  1  myfclf,"  faid  Debere, 

"  vill 
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"  will  intercede  for  Shaw  Nawaz."  The  pride 
of  the  old  lord  arofe.  "—No !  Debere  Chan  ; — 
I  have  hitherto  defended  my  life  by  mv  valour  • 
nor  (hall  I  purchafe  a  few  years  of  decrepid  age 
at  the  expence  of  my  former  fame."  Debere,  at 
the  word,  ran  him  through  with  his  fpear.  With 
Shaw  Nawaz  and  Sherif,  the  courage  of  Dara's 
army  fell.  The  treacherous  Debere  was  now 
within  the  camp,  with  his  fquadron,  who,  fired 
with  the  example  of  their  leader,  made  a  prodi- 
gious llaughter.  Joy  Singh  followed  ciofe  on 
their  heels. 

The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  who  is  to- 
wlth  his  whole  line  ;  and  the  parry,  who  had''"^'^^- 
gained  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  m  the  night,  ^"^'^^'. 
/liewed  themfelves  above  the  camp.  The  hills 
re-echoed  to  their  fhouts  ;  and  they  began  to  roll 
flones  and  loofened  rocks  into  the  valley.  Thefe 
falling  from  precipice  ro  precipice,  came  crafning 
down  on  the  affrighted  army ;  and  they  turned 
their  eyes  from  the  fwords  of  their  enemies  to  this 
new  fpecies  of  danger.  An  univerfal  panic  fpread 
over  all.  Confufion  every  where  prevailed.  Some 
fought,  others  fled,  many  Hood  in  altonifliment, 
without  having  even  the'courage  to  fly.  Dara 
mounted  his  elephant  to  be  feen  by  his  army; 
but  he  himfelf  faw  nothing  around  but  terror  and 
death.  He  rufhed  forward  to  meet  the  enemy  ; 
but  he  was  left  alone.  He  called  for  Sherif;  that 
chief  was  already  cold  in  his  blood  :  he  wiflied 
for  the  prefence  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  but  his  dead 
body  prefented  itfelf  to  his  eyes.  He  turned 
back,  and  gave  his  foul  to  defpair.  The  fafety 
of  his  women  came  then  acrofs  his  mind  ;  he 
haflened  with  them  from  the  field  ;  whilft  the 
fpoils  of  his  camp  kept  the  enemv  from  purfuing 
his  flight.  Four  thoufand  fell  on  'the  fide  of  Dara^, 
in  this  extraordinary  adion  :  Aurungzebe  lull  not 

above 
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^   n.     above   two  hundred  ;    and  in  that  number,  no 
!C^5-     officer  of  •  didindion    except  Sheich   Meer,  the 
,c<^9.     captain-general  of  his  forces. 
^— '~Y~7-^      The  grief  of  Dara   for   his  defeat  was  great, 
foXne'sof  t'Ut   it  was  not  equal  to    his  aftonifliment.     The 
Dara.        niisfortune,    though    dreadful,     was   unexpected, 
and  by  the  fudden  ill  prevented  the   fear.     It  was, 
however,  fucceedcd   by  mifery,    and  unequalled 
diflrefs.     The     unfortunate    prince   fled    to   the 
capital  of  Guzerat,     But  the  governor,  whom  he 
left  in  the  place,  fhut  the  gates   againft    his  lord. 
He  fat  down  in  filence,  and  knew  not  whither  to 
fly.     His    friends  became  his   greatefl    enemies. 
Two  thouiand   Mahrattors  flill  adhered  to  the  un- 
happy  prince.     When  they  heard  of  the  meflage 
of  the  governor,  they  defpaired  of  the  afl'airs   of 
Dara,  and  added  their  own  cruelty  to  his  misfor- 
tunes.    In  a  pretence  of  having    large  arrears  of 
their  pay  due  to  them,  they  fell  upon  iiis  baggage, 
and  plundered  it  in  his  prefence.     Some  calkets 
of  jewels  were   faved  by  his  women  ;     for  even 
in  that  feafon    of  licence  and  dilorder,  their  per- 
fons  were  facred  from  barbarity  itfelf.     This  out- 
rage was  committed  in   the  night.     When  day- 
light   appeared,    the   robbers,  as   if  afliamed  of 
their  conduct,  fled  with  their  fpoil,     A  few  only 
of  the   loweft  menial   fervants   remained.    Every 
thing  was  removed  from  the  field.     The  mifera- 
ble  tents,  which  he   had  colleded  in   his   flight, 
were  carried  away  ;  and  nothing    was  left  but    a 
few  old  fcreens  of    canvafs,    which    covered  the 
Sultana  and  her  female  flaves  from  the  public  eye. 
The  diflrefs  of  the  prince  may  be  imagined,  but 
cannot  be  dcfcribed.     He  walked   about  in  feem- 
ing  diflraclion ;  and  the   fad    complaints  of   the 
women   from  behind    their    wretched   covering, 
drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  few  fervants  who 
Hill  adhered  to  their  unhappy  lord. 

The 
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The   preffure    of     his   misfortunes   at   length     a.  d. 
awakened  Dara  from    a  melancholy    reverie,    in      '^59' 
which  he  had    ftrayed  from  the  place   where  his      fo<5. 
camp  had   flood.     He   returntd  in  manifell    dif- ^^ — r-^ 
order  ;  and  feemed   to  queftiun  every   one   with  J^^f^^  ^^^ 
his  eyes,  about  the    means  of   moving  to   fome 
place  of  fafety.      A  few  beafl^    of   burden   were 
collefted  by  his   fcrvants ;  and  the  robbers,  who 
had  deferted  and  plundered  his  camp,  had  left  to 
him  the  two  elephants   which   he   had   brought 
from  Ajmere.     On  thefe  he  placed  all  the  effecls 
which  had  efcapcd  the  ravages  of  the  Mahrattors  ; 
and  a  few  oxen  found  in   a  neighbouring  field, 
dragged   flowly   away  in    covered    carriage::    his 
women.     The  prince  himfclf,  with  his  fon  Cipper 
Sheko,  attended  them  on  hoifeback,  with  an  ill- 
mounted  retinue  of    two   or  three  hundred  fer- 
vants  and  faithfid  adherents.     He  turned  his  face 
to  the  frightful  folitudcs  in  which  he  had  fuftered 
fo  much  before  ;  but  the  parch",d  deferts,  which 
flretched  themfelves  from  Guzerat  to  ihe  Indus, 
were  lefs  unhofpitabie  to  Dara  than   a  brother's 
hands. 

'Ihe  prince  foon  arrived  in  the  territories  of  His  great 
Raja  Jam,  whofe  hofpitality  alleviated  his  diilrefs. 
He  ag:'.in  applied  to  that  chief  for  his  aid,  but  he 
was  deaf  to  the  requeft .  Dara  promifed  largely, 
fhould  Fortune  again  favour  his  caufe  ;  bur^  (he 
had  taken  her  flight  to  return  no  more.  Jam 
was  too  prudent  to  throw  his  own  fate  into  the 
fcale  of  the  prince.  He  became  cold  and  referved  ; 
and  feemed,  by  his  manner,  to  wilh  for  the  depar- 
ture of  his  unfortunate  gueil:.  He  was  again  forced 
to  encounter  the  hardihips  of  the  defert.  The 
heat  ot  the  feafon  had  added  to  the  natural  fteri- 
lity  of  thefe  dreadful  folitudes.  There  was  no 
water  to  be  found;  not  a  blade  of  grafs  to  be 
feen.     The  air  feemed,  in  fome  meafure,  on  fire. 

Vol.  III.  F  f  There 
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A.  D.     There  was  nothing  to  fhade  the  defolate  travellers 
l^f9-      from  the  fcorching  fun  ;  excepting  when    clouds 
.069.      of  fand,  raifed  by  whirlwinds,  covered  them  with 
'"—•nr"^-^  a  fatal  darknefs.     The  beads  of  burden  died    for 
want  of  provender  ;  the  very  camels  perifhed  for 
want  of  water.     'Jlie  favourite  elephant,    which 
had  often  carried  Dara  in  all  his  pomp,  was  now 
the  only  ufeful  animal  that  remained  ;    and   even 
he  began  to  fail.     To  add   to  the    misfortunes  of 
the  prince,  the  favourite   Sultana,  the   mother  of 
all  his  children,  and    whom    he    tenderly   loved, 
was  at  the  point  of  death.     She  had  been  feized 
with  hyfterics  from  the  fright  of  the  battle  ;  and 
had  ever  fmce  been  fubjecl  to  violent  fits.     Death 
cut  off  gradually  his   retinue ;  at  the  end  of  eve- 
ry furlong,  he  was  obliged    to    pay  the    lafi:   fad 
offices  to  fome   favourite  fervant  or  friend, 
diftrers.  When  he  came  within  fight  of  Taita,  the  ele- 

phant which  had  carried  his  family  acrofs   the  de- 
fert,  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  thirft,  lay  down 
and  died.     The  few  that  remained  of  his  follow- 
ers were  fo  languid  and  fpent,  that  they  could  not 
crawl  to  the    neighbouring  villages    for   fuccour. 
Dara   himfelf  was  obliged  to   execute  that  necef- 
fary  fervice.     He  came  to  a  hind,  who  kept  oxen 
in  a   field.     lie  mentioned   his  diflrcfs   and  his 
name ;    and  the  clown   Hed    from    liis  prefence. 
He  fat  down  ;  having  no  flrength  to  return  to  his 
defolate  family.     Curiofity,  however,  brought  the 
whole   village    around  ;    and  every   eye  was  full 
of  tears.     'I'hey  brought  all  their  beafts  of  bur- 
den to  the  place  ;  and  the  whole  country  accom- 
panied him,  with   fhouts  of  joy,  to  Tatta.     He, 
however,  did    not  reft  long   in    that    city.      He 
crofTed  the  Indus,  and    threw   himfelf  under  the 
protection   of  the    petty   chiefs  of  the  didrid  of 
Bicker,  and  they,  touched  with    compafTion,  pro- 
mifed  to  fupport  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

The 
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The  a<5live  fpirit   of  the    emperor,  was   not,  in     A.  D. 
the  mean   time,  idle.     So  lonc^   as   Dara  lives,  he      |.^j^|* 
mull  totter  on  his    throne.     He  knew  the   route      1069. 
which  his  unfortunate   brother  had   taken  ;     but  '^-^^('-*-^ 
his  troops  would  not  purfue  the  fugjitive  through 
fuch  a  perilous  way.     He  hoped    that  the   hard- 
ihips^'of  the  defert   might  prevent  him  from    im- 
bruing his  hands  in  blood  ;   but  l^ara  muft  perilh  ; 
and    Aurungzebe  was  refolved    ro    be    provided 
againft  every  event  of  Fortune.     He  ordered  fome 
troops    to   march   down    along  the   Indus  from. 
Moultan  ;  and  the  news  of  their  approach  came 
a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  Dara.     The  gene- 
rous chiefs,  who  from  compaflion  had  refolved  to 
fupport  his  caufe,  being  not   yet  prepared   to   re- 
ceive the  enemy,  advifed  him  to   fly    into   Perfia, 
the    frontiers    of    which   were   within  four    days 
march  of  the  place  at  which  he  then  refided. 

He  prepared  for  his  flight ;  but  Nadira  Bana,  Prepares 
the  favourite  Sultana,  was  dying.  Spent  with  pcX^^ 
fatigue,  overwhelmed  with  ficknefs,  and  v/orn 
out  vvith  misfortune,  (he  was  altogether  incapa- 
ble of  the  journey  ;  and  he  could  not  leave^her 
behind.  She  knew  his  fituation,  and  requefl:ed 
earnefl-Iy  that  they  ihould  move  away.  "  Death,** 
faid  fhe,  "  Vv  ill  foon  relieve  the  daughter  of  Pur- 
vez  from  her  misfortunes  ;  but  let  her  not  add  to 
thole  of  her  lord  "  She  could  not  prevail  upon 
him  to  march  whild  flie  was  in  fuch  a  fituation  ; 
and  he  had,  befides,  placed  great  hopes  in  the 
friendfhip  of  Jihon  Ciian,  a  neighbouring  chief 
of  great  power.  Jihon  had  been  twice  faved 
from  death  by  the  interedof  Dara.  ShawJehan,who 
was  an  enemy  to  opprellion,  had  ordered  him  to  be, 
at  two  different  times,  profecuted  for  murder  and 
treafon,  before  thechiefjuflice  of  the  empire.  That 
judge,  upon  the  clearefl  proofs,  condemned  him 
twice  to  death  j  and,  at  the  requea:  of  Dara,  he 

F  f  2  was 
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J*.  D     Vvss  pardoned  by  the  emperor,  and  reftored  to  his 
>^59-     eftate  which  had  been    confifcated.     The    prince, 
io'^9.     therefore,  had   reafon  to  expect  a  return  of  gra- 
^— ^-^r^^  titude  ;   but   the  obligations   were  too   great    for 
the  pride  of   this   unprincipled    chief,    and    they 
prelled  upon  him  like  injuries, 
buf  throws      The  natural  perfidy  of  Jihon  was  fo  notorious, 
'JIJ^^^^^  °"  that  all  his  friends,  with  one  voice,  remonlf rated 
Chan.       to  Dara  againft  his  defign  of   throwing  himfelf 
on  the  faith  of  that  chief.     The  prince,  naturally 
obftinate,  was  now  blinded  by  his  fate.     He  could 
not   think  of  leaving   his  beloved  Nadira  in  the 
hour  of  death ;  and  he  refolved  to  rifque  all  for 
the  melancholy  fatisfadion  of  being  prefent  when 
the  faithful    companion    of  his  diftrefs   expired. 
Some   nobles,    who    had   hitherto   attended    his 
perfon,  and  who   had  determined  to  accompany 
him  in  his  exile  to  Perfia,    feparated   themfelves 
from  a  prince   devoted  to  ruin.      With  feventy 
.    ^^j^   domefticsonly,  he  went  to  the  refidence  of  Jihon; 
and  that   chief,    apprized  of  his  coming,    came 
out  to    meet    him,    and  received  him  with  the 
vvarmefl:  profeflions  of  Iriendfliip.     He  quitted  his 
own  palace  to  accommodate  the  prince  ;  and  no- 
thing was  to  be  feen  around  but  the  greatefl  marks 
of  hofpitality  and  profound  refpeft. 
tana  dies.       '^^^  diftcmper  of  the  Sultana  had  increafed  on 
the  road  to  the  refidence  of  jihon.     She  fainted 
away  when  fhe  was  carried    into   the  apartments 
afiigned  for  her  reception ;  and  the  prince  fat  in 
tears  by  her   fide,  during  the  whole  night.     In 
the  morning  fhe  expired  in  his  arms.     "  It  is  on- 
Iv  now,"  faid  Dara,  "  I  have  found   that  I   am 
alone.     I  was  not  bereft  of  all  my  friends  whilfl: 
Nadira  lived.     But  flic  has  clofed  her  eyes  on  the 
misfortunes  which  are  to  involve  her  children  and 
lord  ;  and  thus  a  peculiar  happinefs  has  fucceeded 
to  accumulated  diltrefs.**     He  tore  off  his  mag- 
nificent 
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nificent  robe,  and  threw  the  Imperial  turban  on     a  d, 
the  ground  :     then  clothing    himfeif  in    a   mean      Vif^* 
habit,  he  lay   down  by  his   departed  conibrt  on      1^)9'. 
the  bed.     In  the  evening  one  of  his  faithful  fer-  "^-"-r^-^ 
vants  joined  him  with  fifty  horfe.     He  was  over- 
joyed at   his  arrival,  and,  llarting   up,  took  him 
in  his  arms,  and  faid,  "  My  fituation,  Gal  Ma- 
hommed,'*  for  that  was  the  officer's    name,  "  is 
not  without  refource.   Nadira,  having  forfaken  the 
devoted  Dara,  has  met  with  a  part  of  that  good 
fortune  which  was  due  to  her  virtues.     You  mull, 
with  your   fifty  horfe,  efcort  the  body  to  Lahore, 
to   the  fepulchre   of    her  great    ancellors.     Au- 
rungzebe  himfeif  will   not  refufe  a  grave   to    the 
family  of    Dara."      The  body   was    accordingly 
embalmed ;    and,  being   placed  in  a    magnificent 
herfe,  was  efcorted  to  Lahore. 

Dara  had  not  remained  many  days  at  the  Heisbs- 
refidenceof  Jihon,  when  intelligence  was  receiv-  y.^^^*^  ^^ 
ed,  that  Chan  Jchan,  one  of  the  principal  ge- 
nerals of  his  brother,  was  advancing  from  Moul- 
tan ;  and  that  his  van  was  already  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Dara  refolved  to  make  his 
efcape  into  Perfia.  He  called  his  fervants  toge- 
ther, and  he  took  leave  of  Jihon.  When  he  had 
proceeded  about  a  mile  on  his  way,  he  difcovered 
jihon  coming  after  him,  with  about  a  thoufand 
horfe,  on  full  fpeed.  He  imagined,  that  Jihon 
defigned  to  efcort  him  with  thefe  troops  to  Perfia. 
He  rode  back  by  ^way  of  doing  him  honour  ; 
and,  when  he  was  about  addreffing  his  thanks  to 
the  treacherous  chief,  he  was  fuddenly  furrounded 
and  difarmed.  "  Villain !"  faid  Dara,  "  is  it 
for  this  1  twice  faved  your  life  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  my  father,  when  the  elephants  were 
(landing  over  you  waiting  for  orders  to  crudi  you 
to  death  ?  But  Juftice  will  be  fatisfied,  and 
Heaven  has  revenged  your  crimes  upon  my  head." 

'He 
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A.  D.     He  ftopt — and,  with  a  fcoriiful  filence,  fuj:)mitted 
lf^9-      his  hands  to  be   bound. 

1069.  Jihonheard  the  princewiihout  making  anyrepiv; 

^*y"''">^  for  what  could  he  fay  to  vindicate  his  condud  ?  tie 
vcredup'  ordered  theprifoner  to  be  mounted  on  an  elephant, 
and  then  he  fell  upon  the  baggage,  to  enrich  him- 
felf  with  the  fpoil  of  his  benefactor.  He  then  haf- 
t-^ned  toward  Chan  Jehan  ;  and,  during  the  jour- 
ney, notwithftanding  the  natural  unfeelingntls 
of  his  mind,  he  durlt  njt  for  once  come  into  the 
prefence  of  the  much  injured  prince.  His  fate 
being  now  determined,  that  anxiety,  which  had 
long  clouded  the  count-^nauce  of  Dara,  vanilhed. 
His  fon  was  carried  with  him  on  the  fame  ele- 
phant. Having  a  talent  for  poetry,  he  compofed  I 
many  affecting  verfes    on   his    own    misfortunes  ;  \ 

with  the  repetition  of  which  he  often  drew  tears 
from  the  eyes  of  the  common  foKlitrs  who  guard- 
ed his  perfon.  "  My  name,"  faid.  he  one  day, 
"  imporrs  tp.at  I  am  in  pomp  like  D.-\rius;  [ 
am  alfo  like  that  monarch  in  mv  fate.  The 
friends  whom  he  trufled,  were  mo:-'^  fatal  than 
the  fwords  of  his  enemy  "  Notwirhitanding  thefe 
calual  complaints,  he  maintamed  his  ufual  digni- 
ty, and  there  was  even  fomething  majeilic  in  his 
grief  It  was  not  the  wailings  of  a  woman,  but 
the  manly  afflictions  of  a  great  mind. 
to^he  When  Chan  Jehan,  who  had  been  apprized  of 

enemy.  ^■^^  imprifonment  oF  Dara,  faw  that  prince  ad- 
vancing, meanly  dreffed  on  a  forry  elephant,  he 
could  not  bear  the  fight  ;  and  he  hid  his  tears  in 
his  tent.  He  detached  a  party  from  his  army  to 
efcort  him,  together  with  the  traitor,  to  Delhi, 
"where  Aurungzebe  at  the  time  kept  his  court. 
The  emperor,  though  he  rejoiced  at  the  news  that 
his  brother  had  fallen  into  his  hands,  was  full  of 
perplexity  and  indecifion.  He  called  a  council 
of  his  nobles  j  and  they  differed  in  their  opinions ; 

fome, 
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fome,  declaring  for  fending  him  by  another  route     a.  d. 
to   the  caftle  of  Gualiar  ;    fome,  that  he    fliould      l^^^- 
be  carried  through    the  city,  to   convince  man-      1069. 
kind  that  he  was  fallen  for   ever.     Manv  advifed  "^-^-^r"'-' 
againfl  a  meafure  that    might  be    full  of  danger 
from  the  humanity  of  the  people  ;  a  few  argued, 
that  fuch  condudl  would  degrade  the  dignityof  the 
family  of  Timur.     Others   maintained,  to  whofe 
opinion  the  emperor  himfelf  feemed  to  lean,  that  it 
was  neceffarv  he  fnould  pals  through  the  capital,  to 
adonilh  mankind  with  the  abfolute  power  and  in- 
vincible fortune  of  Aurungzebe. 

The  unfortunate  prince,  accordingly,  accom-  Carried 
panied  by  his  fon,  entered  Delhi  on  an  elephant.  ^"'^  '^"°" 
This,  fays  a  certain  writer,  was  none  of  the  fine  through 
elephants  of  Ceylon  and  Pegu,  v^hich  they  v/ere  ^-'^^• 
wont  to  ride  with  golden  harnefs,  embroidered 
covers,  and  magnificent  canopies,  to  defend  them 
from  the  fun.  No.  It  was  an  old  animal,  dirty 
and  lean,  with  a  tattered  cover,  a  pitiful  feat, 
and  the  caftle  open  on  all  fides  to  the  winds. 
The  fplendid  ornaments  of  his  perfon  were  now 
vanifhed,  like  his  good  fortune.  A  dirty  drefs 
of  coarfe  linen  fcarce  covered  his  body  from  the 
weather ;  and  his  wretched  turban  was  wrapt 
round  with  a  fcarf  made  of  Caflimire  wool.  His 
face,  which  formerly  commanded  refped  with 
the  manly  regularity  of  its  features,  was  now 
parched  and  (hrivelled  by  being  long  expofed  to 
the  heat ;  and  a  few  draggling  locks,  which  ap- 
peared from  his  turban,  prefented  a  grey  colour 
unfuitable  to  his  years.  In  this  wretched  fitua- 
ticn  he  entered  Delhi ;  and,  when  the  mob  who 
crowded  to  the  gates  knew  that  it  was  Dara,  they 
burft  into  loud  complaints,  and  fhed  a  flood  of 
tears.  The  flreets  were  rendered  almoft  impafla- 
ble  by  the  number  of  fpeclators  ;  the  fhops  were 
full  of  perfons   of    all    ages   and   degrees.     The 

elephant 
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A,  n.     elephant  moved  flowly  ;  and  the  pro^reG  he  made 
"^59      was  marked  to    rhofe   who   were   diliant   by   the 
1069.     advancing  murmur  among  the  people.     Nothing 
^-o— r"'*"-'  was   heard    around   but   loud    complaints  againft 
Fortune,  and  curfes  on   /Vurungzebe.     But  none 
had  the  boldnefs   to  offer  to   refcue  the   unfortu- 
nate prince,  though  (lightly  guarded.     Ihey  were 
quite  unmanned  by  their  forrow. 
Confined        Alter    wandcrliig  over   the   features   of    Dar'a, 

i'o'^dnc^"'  ^^^  ^y^'^'  ^f  ^^^^  people  fell  on  his  fon.  They 
viliajie.  oppofed  liis  inuoctnce,  his  youth,  his  graceful 
perfon,  his  hopes  and  his  quality,  to  the  fate 
which  impended  over  his  head  ;  and  all  were  dif- 
folved  in  grief.  The  infedlous  forrow  flew  over 
the  whole  city ;  even  the  pooreft  people  for- 
fook  their  work,  and  retired  to  fecret  corners  to 
weep.  Dara  retained  his  dignity  upon  this  trying 
occafion.  He  uttered  not  one  word  ;  but  a  fet- 
tled melancholy  feemed  to  dwell  on  his  face.  The 
unfortunate  young  prince  was  ready  frequently  to 
"weep,  being  foftened  by  the  complaints  of  the 
people ;  but  his  father  checked  him  with  a  ftern 
look,  and  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  tears. 
Dara,  haviiig  been  thus  led  through  the  princi- 
pal Itreets  of  Delhi,  was  condutfled  to  Chizerabad, 
a  village  four  miles  without  'he  walls.  He  was 
locked  up,  with  his  fon,  in  a  mean  apartment,  in 
which  he  remained  for  fome  days  in  hourly  expec- 
tation of  his  death.  Here  he  amufed  himfelf 
with  writing  inflruOions  for  his  fon  Soliman ; 
having  concealed  an  ink  (tandifh  and  fome  paper 
in  one  of  the  folds  of  his  garment.  His  anxiety 
t(»  know  the  intentions  of  Aurungzcbe,  fome- 
times  broke  in  upon  his  melancholy  amufements. 
He  appeared  through  the  window  to  the  guards ; 
but  they  knew  nothing  of  what  palTed  at  court. 
He  then  enquired  concerning  an  old  devotee,  who 
had  formerly  lived  in  a  cell  near  the  foot  of  the 

Imperial 
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Imperial  garden  at  Delhi.     One   of  the   foldlers     a.  d. 
knew  the  old  man  ;  and   the  prince  gave    a  billet      \^>^- 
to  be  carried  to  him,  requefling  fome  intelligtffice.      ,c^' 
"  But  even  he,  perhaps,'*  he  faid,  with    a  figh,  ^— — ,— ^-^ 
"  may  have  changed   with  the    current    of    the 
times.** 

The  traitor  Jihon,  in  the  mean  time,  made  hisihetrni- 
appearance  at  court,  to  claim  the  reward  of  his  ^^\  J'^'^" 
treachery.  Aurungzebe  dignihed  him  with  a  people. 
title,  and  enriched  him  with  prefents.  Faffing 
through  the  city  of  Delhi,  he  Vvas  pointed  out 
to  the  mob,  who,  falling  upon  him  near  the  gate 
which  leads  to  Lahore,  killed  fevenof  his  attend- 
ants. He  himfelf  efcaped  ^  but  the  counrry  peo- 
ple rofe  upon  him  every  where.  1  hey  hunted 
him  from  place  to  place  ;  till  at  length  he  met 
with  his  deferts,  and  was  Hain  when  he  had  almoft 
reached  the  boundaries  of  his  own  government. 
The  zeal  of  the  people,  however,  proved  fatal  to 
Dara.  The  emperor,  hearing  of  the  tumult  near 
the  gate  of  Lahore,  ordered  the  chief  magiflrate 
of  the  city,  with  his  officers,  to  go  to  the  place, 
and  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  diPiurbance. 
The  niob  fell  upon  the  judge  and  his  attendants. 
They  fled  to  the  palace,  and  the  whole  city  was 
in  an  uproar. 

Aurungzebe,  in  dread  of  a  general  revolt,  cal-  Diftmb- 
ied  2  council  of  his  nobles.  He  had  determined  ^^^^^^^-^  ""^ 
before  to  fend  his  brother  to  the  fortrefs  of  Gua- 
liar  ;  but  now  he  was  af^raid  of  a  refcue  by  the 
way.  The  minds  of  the  people  were  flrangely 
agitated.  Their  imprecations  againfl  his  cruelty 
reached  him  in  the  m.idll  of  his  guards ;  and  he 
began,  for  the  firfl  time,  to  fhew  fymptoms  of 
political  fear.  He  afked  the  advice  of  his  lords. 
'J'he  majority  feemed  to  be  for  fparing  the  life  of 
Dara  ;  and  for  fending  him,  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
to  the  ufual  prifon  of  the  Imperial  family.  Au- 
rungzebe, 
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^\,  P.     riingzebe,    though    not   latisfied,    was  about   to 
'''59       yield  to  their  cpinion  ;   when  one  Hakim,  a  Per- 
,0/9.      luin  by  birth,  with  a   defign  to  gain  the  favour  of 
"^-^^r — ^  the  emperor,  infilled  that  Dara  Ihould  be   put  to 
death,  as  an  apofUte  from  the    faith   of  Mahom- 
med.     1  he  emperor  pretended  to  be  ftarlled,  and 
fnid,  *'  The  thing  is  determined.     I  might   have 
forgiven  injuries  done  to  invfelf;   but  thofe  againll 
religion   1  cannot  forgive."     He  immediately  or- 
dered a  warrant  to  be  iilued  to   Nazir   and  Seif, 
two  fierce  Afgan   chiefs,  which  impowered  them 
to  take  off  Dara  that  very  night, 
hafirn  f!.e       ()ji   theelcventh   of    September,    about   mid- 
Daia.*^'^  ^  n5ght,  the  unfortunate  prince  was   alarmed  with 
the  noife  of    arms    coming  through   the    paffagc 
which  led  to  his    apartment.     He  ftarted  up,  and 
l;nevv    immediately    that    his    death    approached. 
lie  fcarce  had  awakened  his  fon,  who  lay  afleep  on 
the    carpet  at  his  feet,    when   the    aflafllns  burft: 
open  the  door.     Dara  feized    a   knife,  which   he 
had  concealed   to  mend    the  reed  with   which  he 
wrote.     He  (food  in  a  corner  of  the  room.     The 
murderers  did  not  immediately  attack  him.    Ihey 
ordered  his  fon  to  remove  to  the  adjoining  apart- 
ment ;  but  he   clung   round    his   father's    knees. 
Two  of  the  afliiflins    feized    him,    to    force    him 
away  ;   when  Dara,  feeing  Nazir  flanding   at  the 
door,  begged  to  be  indulged  a  few   moments  to 
-    take  leave  of  his  fon.     He  fell  upon  his  neck,  and 
faid,  "  My  dear  fon,  this  feparation  is   more  af- 
flidiug  than  that  between  foul  and  body,  which  I 
am  ihis    moment  to  fuffer.     But  Ihould  he  fpare 
vou — live.     Heaven  may   preferve  you  to  revenge 
my  death  ;    for  his  crimes   fliall   not  pafs   unpu- 
rifhcd.     I  leave  you   to  the  protection    of    God. 
IVIy   fon,  remember   me.'*     A    tear   half    ftarted 
from    his  eye  ;    when    they   were    dragging    the 
youth  to  the  adjoining  room.     He,  however,  re- 
fumed 
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fumed  his  wonted  dignity  and  courage.     "  I  beg     A  D. 
one    other  favour,  Nazir  !"     he    laid,    "   much      u-^* 
time  has  not  been  lofl  by  the   hifl."     He  wrote  a      1C69. 
billet,  and  defired  that  it    fhould  be  delivered  to  "'-^j—^-^ 
Aurungzebe.     But  he  took  it  back,  and  tore    it, 
faying,  "    I   have    not    been    accuftomed  to  alk 
favours    of    my  enemies.     He  that    murders  the 
father    can  have  no   compaflion  on  thefon."     He 
then  railed  up  his  eyes  in  lilence  ;  and  the  afiallins 
feemed  to  have  forgot  their  office. 

During  this  time  of  dTeadiul  fufpence,  the  fon,  whoisaf- 
who  lav  Dcund  in  the  next  room,  liitened,  exntc!^- ^-•'^I'l^ted. 
ing  every  moment  to  hear  his  father's  dying  s;roans. 
The  allallins,    in  the  mean    time,  urged    on   by 
Nazir,  feized  Dara   by  the   hands    and  feet,  and 
•  throwing  him  on  the  ground,  prepared  to  Itran- 
g!e  him.     Deeming  this  an  infamous  death,  he, 
with  an  effort,  difincumbered  his  hand,  and  itab- 
bed,  with  his   pen-knife,  one  of    the    villains   to 
the  heart.     The  others,  terrified,  fled  back  ;  but 
as  he  was  riling  from  the  floor,  they  fell  upon  him 
with  their    fwords.     His  fon,  hearing  the   noife, 
though    his   hands  were  bound,    burft  open  the 
door,  and  entered,  when  the  murderers   were  fe- 
vering his   father's  head  from   his    bodv.     Nazir 
had  the  humanity  to  pufli  back  the  youth  into  the 
other  apartment,  till  this    horrid   operation   was 
performed.     The  head  of  Dara    vi'as    carried  to 
Aurungzebe  ;   and  the  unfortunate   young  prince 
was  left,  during  the  remaining  part  of  the   night, 
fhut  up    with  his    father's   body.     Next  morning 
be  was  fent  privately  under  a  guard,  tothecaftle 
of  Gualiar. 

Thus  fell  the  unhappy  Dara  Sheko  ;    a  prince  „  n  c.- 
whole  virtues  delerved  a  better  fate.     But  he  was  ons 
born  to  diflrels  ;  and  his  imprudence  often  afllfteJ 
the  malignity  of  his    fortune.     Though   deftitute 
pf  the  addrefs  which  is  neceflfary  to  gain  mankind 

in 
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AD.  in  general,  he  was  much  beloved  by  his  family 
J^59-  and  doineltics ;  and  he  was  the  darling  of  his 
tc6q.  father,  who  was  often  heard  to  fay.  That  all  his 
^— --'r~>— '  other  children  were  not  half  fo  dear  to  him  as 
Dara.  This  prediledlion  in  his  favour  was  the 
fource  of  the  misfortunes  of  both.  The  other 
princes  envied  the  influence  of  Dara,  and  all 
their  differences  with,  and  every  difappointment 
which  they  experienced  from,  their  father,  was 
laid  to  the  account  of  their  brother,  who  polfrfled 
all  his  confidence  and  edeein.  Dara  was  certain- 
ly jealous  of  his  brothers,  whom  he  faw  invefted 
with  too  much  power  in  their  refpedtive  provinces; 
and  his  oppofing  their  meafures  at  court  was  the 
natural  confequence  of  his  fears.  This  mutual 
animofity  being  once  kindled,  all  the  princes 
looked  forward  to  the  death  of  their  father  with 
terror.  The  feeds  of  civil  war  were  long  fown 
before  they  appeared  ;  and  the  iilnefs  of  the 
emperor  was  the  fignal  to  begin  the  charge,  from 
the  four  corners  of  his  dominions.  Dara  had 
the  pofl  of  advantage ;  but  he  was  not  a  match 
in  abilities  to  Aurungzebe. 

Nazir,  before  day-iight  appeared,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  citadel  to  the  emperor.  That  prince 
had  remained  all  night  in  anxious  expectation. 
Many  of  the  nobles  had  expreifed  iheir  high  dif- 
fatisfaclion  at  the  meal'ure  of  putting  Dara  to 
death  ;  and  he  was  afraid  that  the  rcfolution,  be- 
fore it  took  effect,  might  be  communicated  to 
the  people  and  army.  He  faw  that  he  was  fup- 
ported  only  by  his  own  abilities  and  the  venality 
of  his  followers.  The  unbiaffed,  by  either  inte- 
reff  or  fear,  looked  with  horror  on  the  crimes 
which  his  ambition  had  alreadv  committed. 
They  weredifguited  at  his  cruelty  to,  his  father, 
and  his  injultice  to  his  brothers,  and  they,  wiih 
indignation,  faw  hypocrify,    and    the  vi'orlt  kind 
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of  ambition,  lurking  behind  profeffions  of  religion  ^  , 
and  moderation.  Nazir,  however,  relieved  him  '^59 
of  a  part  of  his  fears.     The  head  of  Dara  being     "il" 

disfigured  with  blood,  he  ordered  it  to  be  thrown  ^ c 

into  a  charger  of  water  ;  and  when  he  had  wiped 
It  witn  his  handkerchief,  he  recognized  the  fea- 
tures of  his  brother.  He  is  Hud  to  have  exclaim- 
ed,  "  Alas,  unfortunate  man!"  and  then  to 
have  fhed  feme  tears. 
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Warngninjl  S^^ja — He  u  driveii  from  Mrmgeev — - 
a7id  Raja-Mdhil — The  prince  Mabommcd  defer ts 
is  Suja — A  mutiny  in  the  army — Sluelled  by  the 
njifier — Biittle  rf  Tanda — Artifice  of  Aiirung- 
zebe — Mahommed  leanjes  Stija — His  imprifonment 
and  character — Suja  driven  from  Bengal — His 
flight  through  the  mountains  of  Tippera — Arrival 
at.  Arracdn — Perfidy^  wvarice^  and  cruelty  of 
the  Roja — Misfortunes  —  reflation — -  bravery — 
and  murder  of  Suja — Deplorable  J  ate  of  his  fa^ 
mily — A'  efcdions . 

A.  P.     '''^ 

i(<;.9.*  i  H]'',  fears  of  the  emperor  from  the  mod  for- 
midable of  his  rivals,  were  extinguiihed  with  the 
liie  of  Dar;i.  The  filence  which  accompanies  the 
H'fltai-  decilions  of  defpotifm,  is  an  effcdual  prevention 
of  tumult  and  confufion.  'I'he  people,  for  fome 
days,  were  ftrangers  to  the  death  of  the  prince, 
and  his  prior  misfortunes  had  even  lefi'cned  the 
regret,  which  his  murder  mij^ht  have  otherwife 
created  in  the  minds  of  mankind.  Mifery  had 
rifen  to  its  height ;  and  the  woril  period  it  could 
have  was  in  fome  degree  fortunate.  The  conduct 
of  the  emperor  contributed  to  obliterate  his 
crimes.     With  an  appearance    of   humanity  and 

benevolence 
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benevolence  in  the  common  operations  of  govern-     a.  J"*, 
ment,  men  are  apt   to  attribute  tiie  inRarjces    of      J^'?- 
cruelty  which  he  exhibited,  to  the  iiecclTity  of  his      ,o('9 
fituation  ;  and  they  forgot  the  evils  done  to  indi-  "— ^r — -^ 
viduals,  in  the  general  good  of  the  uhole.  Should 
felf-prefcrvatiou    be  admitted  as  an  exciifc  lor  the 
commiflion  of  bad  actions,  Aurung^-tbe  was  not 
without  apology.     He  had  gone  too  iar  not  to  go 
farther  fliil :     he   had  depofed  his  father,  he  had 
excluded   his    brother  from    the  throne,    and    a 
flame  had  been  kindled  which  could  be  extin^uifii- 
ed  by  nothing  but  blood. 

During  the  misfortunes  of  Dara  in  the  weft  and  Prepara- 
north,  the  war  was  carried  on  w'nh  vigour  in  g°l'^  ''^ 
Bengal  againft  Suja.  That  prince  having,  after 
the  unfortunate  battle  of  Kidgwa,  efcaped  to  , 
Mongeer,  was  active  in  making  preparations  for 
the  field.  Naturally  bold  and  intrepid,  misfor- 
tune had  no  effedt  upon  him  but  to  redouble  his 
diligence  to  retrieve  it  ;  and  he  wanted  not  re- 
fources  in  his  province  for  recommencing  hofli- 
lities,  with  an  appearance  of  being  able  for  fome 
lime  to  ward  oiF  the  hand  of  Fate,  which  feemed 
to  hang  over  his  head.  His  firft  care  was  to  col- 
lect the  remains  of  his  diuipated  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mongeer,  which  commands 
the  pafs  into  Bengal ;  and,  whilft  he  was  col- 
ledting  more  troops  from  the  extenfive  country  in 
his  rear,  he  drew  lines  from  the  mountains  to  the 
Ganges,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy. 

Mahommed,  the  fon  of  Aurungzibe,  had  been  jum'a 
detached  with  ten  thoufand  horfe  from  the  field  ^""ishis 
of  Kidgwa  in  purfuit  of  Suja.  The  prince  was 
foon  joined  by  Jumla  the  vifier,  wiih  a  great 
force  ;  and  they  proceeded  fiowly  down  along  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges.  The  ftrong  pofition  of 
Suja  gave  him  a  manifeft  advantage;  and  Jumla, 
an  able  and  experienced  officer,  contrived  to  drive 
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A.  n.  hiai  from  his  po!l  without  bloodflied.  The  ridge 
'/\-9-  of  mountains  to  the  ricrht  of  the  Gansies  are,  in 
1069.  their  fertile  valleys,  polfeiTed  by  petty,  but  inde- 
^""^i—"^  pendent  princes.  Jumla  found  means  to  draw 
thefe  over  to  his  party  ;  and  they  fliewed  to  him  a 
pafiage  through  their  country,  by  which  he  could 
turn  the  rear  of  Suj a.  Having,  by  way  of  blind, 
left  a  confiderable  part  of  the  army  to  fall  down 
in  the  common  route,  along  the  river,  he  him- 
felf,  accompanied  by  the  prince,  entered  the 
mountains,  and  was  heard  of  by  Suja  in  his  rear, 
when  he  expected  to  be  attacked  in  front.  Suja 
decamped  with  precipitation  ;  but  he  arrived  in 
the  environs  of  Raja-Mahil  fome  days  before  Jum- 
la iffued  from  the  mountains.  He  fortified  him- 
felf  in  his  camp  ;  and  the  vifier,  who  could  make 
no  impreflion  without  artillery,  marched  toward 
the  left,  to  join  the  army  coming  down  along  the 
Ganges. 
hhn^ln\ls  '^^^^  whole  army  having  joined,  the  Imperial- 
i.iiei.  ills  prefcnted  themfelves  bclore  the  lines  of  Suja, 
The  vifier  opened  upon  him  with  his  artillery, 
and  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  affaults.  During 
fix  days  he  was  repulfed  with  llaughter  ;  but  Su- 
ja durft  not  trull  the  effeminate  natives  of  Ben- 
gal in  the  open  field  againfl  the  Tartars  of  the 
north,  v.'hocompofed  the  greater  part  of  the  Im- 
perial army.  Jumla  played  incefTantly  with  his 
artillery  upon  the  fortifications,  which  being  on- 
ly made  up  of  hurdles  and  loofe  fandy  foil,  were 
foon  ruined.  Suja's  polt  becoming  untenable, 
he  decamped  under  the  favour  of  night ;  and 
Jumla,  afraid  of  an  ambufh,  though  he  was  ap- 
prifed  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  durft  not  fol- 
low him.  'I  he  rainy  feafon  commenced  on  the 
very  night  of  Suja's  flight ;  and  the  Imperialifls 
were  conftralned  to  remain  inadlive  for  fome 
months  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Raja-Mahil. 

Suja, 
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Suja,  with  his  army,  crofiing  the  Ganges,  took     a.  d. 
the  route  of  Tanda  j  and,  during    the  ina6livity     ■^■9- 
of  the   Imperialifts,    (Irengthened    himfelf  with      1065! 
troops  from  the  Lower   Bengal.     He  alfo  drew  '—;—<--"*«--' 
from  that  quarter  a  great  train  of  artillery,  which  treats?'' 
was  wrought  by  Fortuguefe  and  other  Europeans, 
who  were  fettled  in   that   country.     Suja,    being 
attached  to  no  fyflem  of  religion,  was  favourable 
to  all.     He   promifed   to  build  churches  for  the 
ChrifHans,  fhould  he  fucceed  in  his  views  on  the 
the  empire ;  and  the  miflionaries  and  fathers  en- 
tered with  zeal   into  his  caufe.     The  affairs  of  the 
prince  began  to  wear  a  better   afpecl.     His    effe- 
minate troops  acquired   confidence  from  a  v/ell- 
ferved  artillery ;    and    even    Aurungzebe,    w^ho 
confided  much  in  the  abilities   of  Jumla,  was  not 
without  anxiety.     An  event  happened  about  this 
time  which  raifed  the  hopes  of  Suja,  and  added 
to  the  fsiirs  of  his  brother. 

The  prince  Mahommed,  who,  in  conjun£lion  xhe 
with  Jurn'a.  commanded  the  Imperial  army,  pnnce 
had,  before  the  civil  war,  conceived  a  paffion  for  med"'"" 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Suja.  Overtures  of  mar- 
riage had  been  made  and  accepted ;  but  the  con- 
fummation  of  the  nuptials  had  been  broken  off 
by  the  troubles  wh'ch  diflurbed  the  times.  He 
feemed  even  to  have  forgot  his  betrothed  wife  in. 
his  activity  in  the  field  ;  but  the  princefs,  moved 
by  the  misfortunes  of  her  father,  wrote  with  her 
own  hand  a  very  moving  letter  to  Mahommed. 
She  lamented  her  unhappy  fate,  in  feeing  the 
prince  whom  fhe  loved,  armed  againft  her  father. 
She  expreffed  her  paffion  and  unfortunate  condi- 
tion, in  terms  which  found  their  w^ay  to  his  heart. 
His  former  affections  were  rekindled  in  all  their 
fury;  and,  in  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  he  re- 
folved  to  defert  his  father's  caufe. 

Vol.  hi.  G  g  The 
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A  n.         The  vifier,  upon  affairs  of  fome   importance^ 
•^59-      was,  in  the  meantime,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
J069.      army,  which  lay    at  Raja-Mahil.     The   opportu- 
^— ~r — ^  nity  was  favourable  for  the  late  adopted  Icheme 
foSuH.^'^   ^^  Mahommed.     He  opened  the  affair    to   fome 
of  his   friends  :    he  complained    of    his    father's 
coldnefs,  and  even   of  his   ingratitude,  to  a  fon, 
to  whom,  as  having  feized  the  perfon  of    bhaw 
Jehan,  he  owed  the  empire.     He  gave   many   in- 
fiances  of  his  own  fervices ;  many  of  the  unjuil 
returns  made  by   Aurungzebe,  and  concluded  by 
declaring  his  fixed  refolution  to  join  Suja.     They 
endeavoured    to   dilfuade  him    from  fo    rafh  an 
adion  ;  but  he  had  taken  his  refolution,  and  he 
would  liften  to    no  argument.     He  alked   them. 
Whether  they  would  follow  his    fortunes  ?  they 
replied,  "  We  are  the  fervants  of  Mahommed ; 
and  if  the  prince  will  to-night  join  Suja,  he   is  fo 
much  beloved   by  the  army,  that  the  whole  will 
go  over  to  him  by  the  dawn  of  day.'*     On  thefe 
vague  aiTurances,  the  prince  quitted  the  camp  that 
evening-  with  a  fn\all  retinue.     He   embarked  in 
a  boat  on  the  Ganges  ;     and   the  troops   thought 
that  he  had  only  gone  on  a  parly  of  pleafure. 
[un^T^  Some  of   the   pretended    friends   of    Mahoni- 

prrpicx-rJ-,  nied  wrote  letters,  containing  an  account  of  the 
dcfertion  of  the  prince,  to  the  vifier.  That  lord 
was  flrnck  with  allonifliment  at  the  folly  and 
madnefs  of  the  deed.  He  thought  it  impoffible, 
that,  without  having  fecured  the  army,  he  could 
dcfcrt  his  father's  caufe.  He  was  perplexed  with 
anxiety  and  doubt ;  he  expeded  every  moment 
to  hear,  that  the  troops  were  in  full  march  to 
Tanda ;  and  he  was  afraid  to  join  them,  with  a 
defign  of  lelloring  them  to  their  duty,  lelt  he 
fijould  be  carried  prifoner  to  the  enemy.  He, 
however,  after  fome  hcfitalion,  refolved  to  dif- 
charge  the  part  of  a   good  officer.     He   fet  out 
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exprefs  for  the  camp,  where  he  arrived  next  day.     a.  p. 
lie  found   things   in    the   utmofl:  confufion,    but      lfs9- 
not   in  fuch  a    defperate  fituation  as  he  had  ex-      ,069. 
peeled.     A  great  part  of  the  army  was  mutinous,  ""-^"^i — ■ 
and  beginning  to    plunder  the  tents  of  thofe  who 
continued  in  their  duty.     Thefe  had   taken  arms 
in  defence   of   their  property;    fo    that    blood- 
fhed  mufl  foon    have  enfued.     The    country,  on 
every  fide  of  the  camp,  was   covered   with  whole 
fquadrons  that  fled  from  the  flame    of  dilTenfion 
which  had  been  kindled.     Tumult,  commotion, 
and  diforder  reigned  every  where  when  the  vifier 
entered  the  camp. 

The  appearance  of  that  lord,  w^ho  was  re-  qusUs 
fpeded  for  his  great  qualities  by  all,  foon  filenced 
the  ftorm.  He  mounted  an  elephant  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  camp,  and  fpoke  after  this  manner  to 
the  army,  who  crowded  tumultuoufly  round  him  : 
"  You  are  no  (Irangers,  my  fellow-foldiers,  to 
the  flight  of  the  prince  Mahommed,  and  to  his 
having  preferred  the  love  of  the  daughter  of  Suja 
to  his  allegiance  to  his  fovereign  and  father.  In- 
toxicated by  the  fame  to  which  your  valour  had 
raifed  him,  he  has  long  been-  prefumptuous  in  his 
hopes.  Ambition  brought  him  to  the  edge  of 
the  precipice  over  which  he  has  been  thrown  by 
love.  But  in  abandoning  you,  he  has  abandon- 
ed his  own  fortune  ;  and,  after  the  firft  tranf- 
ports  are  over,  regret,  and  a  confcioufnefs  of  fol- 
ly, will  only  remain.  Suja  has  perhaps  pledged 
his  frdth  to  fupport  the  infatuated  prince  againft 
his  father  ;  he  may  have  even  promifed  the  throne 
of  India  as  a  reward  for  his  treachery.  But  how 
can  Suja  perform  his  promife  ?  We  have  feen 
his  hoitile  ftandards — but  we  have  feen  them  only 
to  be  feized.  Bengal  abounds  with  men,  with 
provifions,  with  wealth  ;  but  valour  is  not  the 
growth  of  that  foil.     The  armies  of  Aurungzebe 
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/^.  o.     are  numerous ;    like  you  they   are   drawn   from 
|659-      the  north,  and  he  is  himfelf  as   invincible   in  the 
,c6^5.      field  as  he  is   wile  and  decifive  in  the  cabinet. 
'^-^--^-'      "  But  fiiould     we     even    fuppofe    that     For- 
a  mutiny   j^j^g^  which  has   hitherto   been  fo    favourable   to 
Aurungzebe,  fhould  defcrt   him  in   another  field, 
would   Mahommed    reign  ?     Would  Suja,  expe- 
rienced in  the  arts  of  government,  and  ambitious 
as  he  is  of  power,  place   the  fceptre  of    India  in 
the  hands   of  a  boy  ?     Would  he   fubmit    to  the 
authority  of  thefon  of  a  younger  brother  ;  to  the 
tool  of    his   own  defigns  ?     The   impollibility   is 
glaring  and  obvious.     Return,  therefore,  my  fel- 
luw-foldiers,    to   your  duty.      You    can  conquer 
without  Mahommed.     Fortune   has  not  followed 
him  to  the  enemy.     Your  valour  can   command 
her  every    where.      He  has  euibraced  his  own 
ruin  ;   but  why  would   we    fharc  in    his   adverfe 
fate  ?     Bengal  lies   open  before  you  :  the  enemy 
are  jufl  not  totally  broken.     They   are  not  ob- 
jects of  terror,  but  of  plunder  :  you  may  acquire 
wealth  without  trouble,  and  glory  without  toil.'* 
inthear-       This  fpeech  of    the  vificr  had  the  intended  ef- 
"^^"  fetl.     Every  fpecies  of  diforder  and  tumult    fub- 

fided  in  a  moment.  The  troops  defired  to  be  led 
to  the  enemy ;  and  Jumla  did  not  permit  their 
ardor  to  cool.  He  immediately  began  to  throw  a 
bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  river.  The  work  was 
finilhed  in  three  days  ;  and  he  palled  the  Ganges 
with  his  whole  army.  Mahommed,  in  the  mean 
time,  having  arrived  at  Tanda,  was  received 
with  every  mark  of  refpe6t  by  Suja.  'J  he  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  with  the  utmolt  magnificence 
?nd  pomp;  and  the  feftivity  was  fcarce  over, 
when  certain  news  arrived  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  Imperial  army  under  Jumla.  Suja  imme- 
diately illued  out  with  all  his  forces  from  Tanda, 
He  pofted  himfelf    in  an   advantageous   ground, 

and 
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and   waited  for  the    enemy,    with  a  determined     A.  D, 

refolution  to  riilc  all  on  the  liXuc  of  a  battle.  '^?9- 

1 1  ig. 

Mahommed,  who  was    naturally  full  of  confi-      1069, 
dence  and  boldnefs,  did  not  defpair   of   brintjiner  ^-'"""r'^*-' 

.u  »   a  .       i-   .1  r    T        r  Defeats 

over  the  greatelt  part  or  the  army  or  Jumla  to  Su-a. 
his  own  fide.  He  ereded  his  llandard  in  the 
front  of  Suja's  camp  ;  and  when  that  prince  drew 
out  his  forces  in  order  of  battle,  he  placed  hini- 
felf  in  the  centre  of  the  firrt  line.  Jumla,  con- 
fcious  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  troops  in 
point  of  valour,  was  glad  to  find  the  enemy  in 
the  open  field.  He  formed  his  line,  and  order- 
ed a  column  of  horfe  to  fall  immediately  upon 
Mahommed.  That  prince  vainly  fuppofed,  when 
the  enemy  advanced,  that  they  vvere  determined 
to  defert  Jumla.  But  he  was  foon  convinced  of 
his  error  by  the  warmth  of  their  attack.  He  be- 
haved with  his  ufual  bravery  ;  but  the  effeminate 
natives  of  Bengal  were  not  to  be  kept  to  their 
colours.  They  fled  ;  and  he  was  carried  along 
with  their  flight.  The  utmod  efforts  of  Suja 
proved  alfo  ineffectual.  His  troops  gave  v/ay  oa 
all  fides  ;  and  he  himfelf  was  the  lall  who  quit- 
ted the  field.  A  great  flaughter  was  made  in  the 
purfuit,  and  Tanda  opened  her  gates  to  the  con- 
queror. The  princes  fled  to  Dacca  in  the  utmoft 
diflrefs,  leaving  the  eldefl  fon  of  Suja  dead  on 
the  field  :  but  Jumla,  remaining  f'or  fome  time 
in  Tanda  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  now  almoft 
conquered  province,  gave  them  fome  refpite, 
which  they  employed  in  levying  a  new  army. 

Ths  news  of  the  flight  of  Mahommed  arriving 
in  the  mean  time  at  Delhi,  Aurungzebe  conclud-  Artifice  of 
ed  that  the  whole  army  in  Bengal  had  gone  over  ,^'^[J[,""S' 
to  Suja.  He  immediately  marched  from  the  capi- 
tal with  a  great  force.  He  took,  with  incredi- 
ble expedition,  the  route  of  Bengal.  He  how- 
ever 
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A.  D.  ever  had  not  advanced  far  from  Delhi,  vkhen  ia- 
h!^'  telligence  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  the  battle 
10^9,      of  'I'anda  met  him  on  his  way,  and  he  fortliwiih 

^""""^  ^  returned  to  the  capital.  He  there  had  recouife 
to  his  ufual  poHcy.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  his  fon,  as 
if  in  anfvver  to  one  received  ;  and  he  contrived 
matters  fo,  that  it  fhould  be  intercepted  by  Suja. 
That  piince,  having  perufed  the  letter,  placed  it 
in  the  handb  of  Mahommed,  who  fwore  by  the 
Prophet  that  he  had  never  once  written  to  his  fa- 
ther fince  the  battle  of  Kidgwa.  The  letter  was 
conceived   in  terms  like  thefe  : 

to  fc parage      "  To  our  beloved  fon  Mahommcd,  whofe  hap- 

Mahom-  pinefs  and  fafety  are  joined  with  our  life.  It  was 
with  regret  and  forrow  that  we  parted  with  our 
fon,  when  his  valour  became  necelfary  to  carry 
on  the  war  againft  Suja.  We  hoped,  from  the 
love  we  bear  to  our  firlt-born,  to  be  gratified  foon 
w  ith  his  return  ;  and  that  he  would  have  brought 
the  enemy  captive  to  our  prefence  in  the  fpace  of 
a  month,  to  relieve  our  mind  from  anxiety  and 
fear.  But  feven  months  paffed  away,  without  the 
completion  of  the  wilhes  of  Aurungzebc.  In- 
flead  of  2dhering  to  your  duty,  Mahommed,you 
betrayed  your  father,  and  threw  a  blot  on  your 
own  tame.  The  fmiles  of  a  woman  have  overcome 
filial  piety.  Honour  is  forgot  in  the  brightnefs 
of  her  beauty  ;  and  he  who  was  dcliined  to  rule 
the  empire  of  the  Moguls,  has  hinifelf  become  a 
Have.  But  as  Mahommed  feems  to  repent  of  his 
folly,  we  forget  his  crimes.  He  has  called  the 
name  of  God  to  vouch  for  his  fincerity  ;  and 
our  parental  afteOion  returns.  He  has  already 
our  forgivenefs  ;  but  the  execution  of  what  he 
propofes  is  the  only  means  to  regain  our  favour." 

fromSuj.i.      'iJ'i'^  letter  made    an  imj-'rcffion  on  the  mind  of 
Suja,  which  all  the   proteihuions  of  Mahommed 

could 
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could  not  remove.  He  became  filent  and  dif-  A.  D. 
contented.  He  had  an  affeclion  for  the  prince,  [vp- 
and  he  was  more  enraged  at  beinf;  difappointed  icfg. 
in  the  judgment  which  he  had  formed,  than  at  '^-'^i^*-' 
the  fuppofed  treachery.  Having  continued  three 
days  in  this  agitation  of  mind,  he  at  laft  fent  for 
the  prince.  He  toUl  him,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
his  council,  that  after  all  the  firuggles  of  affec- 
tion with  fufpicion,  the  latter  had  prevailed  ; 
that  he  could  no  longer  behold  Mahommed  with 
an  eye  of  friendfiiip,  fliould  he  even  fwear  to  his 
innocence  in  the  holy  temple  of  Mecca  ;  that 
the  bond  of  union  and  confidence  which  had 
lately  fubfifled  between  them  was  broken  ;  and 
that,  inftead  of  a  fon  and  a  friend,  he  beheld 
him  in  the  light  of  an  enemy.  "  It  is  there- 
fore neceffary  for  the  peace  of  both,"  continued 
Suja,  "  that  Mahommed  fliould  depart.  Let 
him  take  away  his  wife,  with  ail  the  wealth  and 
jewels  which  belong  to  her  rank.  The  treafures 
of  Suja  are  open,  he  may  take  whatever  he  pleafes. 
Go. Aurungzebe  fhould  thank  me  for  fend- 
ing  away   his    fon,    before   he  has   committed  a 


crime." 


Mahommed,    on  this    folemn  occafion,  could  tie  is  dir- 
not   refrain  from  tears.     He  felt  the  injuftice  of  JJJ!^^^^^^ 
the   reproach  ;  he  admired  the    magnanimity  of  priixe, 
Suja  ;  he  piiied  his   misfortunes.     But   his   own 
condition    was    equally   deplorable.       He    knew 
the  (lern  rigour  of  his  father ;  who  never   truded 
any  man  twice.     He  knew  that   his  difficulty  of 
forgiving  was  equal   to  his   caution.     1  he   prof- 
peel   was  gloomy    on  either  fide.     Dillrull  and 
mifery    were   with    Suja,  and  a   prifon    was   the 
leafl;  punifhment  to    be   expected  from    Aurung- 
zebe.    He   took  leave,  the  next  day,  of    his   fa- 
ther-in-law.    That  prince  prefented  his  daughter 
with  jewels,  plate,  and  money  to  a  great  amount; 

.   and 
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A.T>.     and  the  unfortunate  pair  purfued  their  journey  to 
£?."      thecampof  Jumla. 

1069.  Mahommed,    accompanied  by    his   fpoufe   the 

^^' — »^— ^  daughtfcv  oF  Suja,  moved  flowly  toward  the  camp 
^''^^  '       of  Jumla.     His   melancholy  encreafed   as    he  ad- 
vanced ;  but    whither  could  he   fly  ?     No  part  of 
the  vai'   empire   Oi    india    was  impervious  to  the 
arms  of  Aurungzebe,;  and  he  was  not   polTeflfed 
of  the    means  of   efcaping  beyond    the   limiLs  of 
his  father's  power.      He  was    even  alliamed    to 
fliew  himfelt    among   troops    whom    he  had  de- 
fened.      Regret  fucceeded  to  folly;  and  he  fcarce 
could  refledl:  with    patience  on  the   pafl,    though 
the   fair  caufe  of  his  misfortunes    (till  kept    her 
dominion    over    his    mind.     Having   approached 
within  a    few   miles    of    the  Imperialilts,  he  fent 
to  announce  his  arrival  to  the  vifier.     That  mi- 
nifler    hallened   to   receive  him    with   all  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  rank.     A  fquadron  with   drawn 
fwords  formed   around  his  tent ;  but  they    were 
his  keepers  rather  than  guards.     Jumla,  the  very 
next  day,  received  a  packet   from   court  ;  which 
contained  orders  to  lend    Mahommed,  fhould  he 
fall    into  his    hands,    under   a    Itrong    efcort    to 
Delhi.     The  olTicer   who   commanded   the  party 
was  ordered  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  prince  ; 
but  he,    at  the  fame   time,  received  inflructions 
to  watch  his   motions,  and  to  prevent  his  efcape. 
When  he   arrived   at    Agra,  he  was  confined  in 
the  citadel,  from    whence  he  was  foon  after  fent 
to  Gualiar,  where  he  remained  a  prifoner  to   his 
death, 
andimpri-      Mahommed,   though    brave    and    enterprizing 
^'^"''^'        like  his  father,  was   deilitute    of   his    policy  and 
art.     Precipitate,,  full  of  fire,  and   inconfiderate, 
he  was  more  fitted  for  afting  the    part  of  a  parti- 
zan  than  of  a  general  ;     and  was    therefore  lefs 
adapted  for  war  than  for  battle.     Haughty  in  his 

temper. 
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temper,  yet  eafy  in  his  addrefs ;  an  enemy  to  cru- 
elty, and  an  abfolute  ftranger  to  fear.  He  was 
daring  and  active  on  occafions  of  danger  ;  but 
he  knew  his  merit,  and  he  was  felf-conceited 
and  haughty.  He  afcribed  to  his  own  decifive 
valour  the  whole  fuccefs  of  his  father,  and  he 
had  been  often  known  to  fay,  that  he  placed  Au- 
runp;zebe  on  the  throne  when  he  might  have  pof- 
feffed  it  himfelf.  Naturally  open  and  generous, 
he  defpiled  the  duplicity  of  his  father,  and 
difdained  power  that  mall  be  preferved  by 
art.  His  free  converfations  upon  thefe  fubjecls 
ellranged  from  him  the  affections  oi  his  father, 
who  feems  to  have  confelTed  this  merit  by  his 
own  fears.  Had  Mahommed  accepted  the  offer  of 
Shaw  Jehan,  when  he  feized  that  prince,  he  had 
courage  and  aclivity  fufncient  to  keep  poffeflion 
of  the  throne  of  the  Ivloguls.  But  he  neglected, 
the  golden  opportunity,  and  fhewed  his  love  of 
fway,  when  he  was  not  pofieffed  of  any  rational 
means  to  acquire  the  empire.  His  misfortunes 
however  were  greater  than  his  folly.  He  paffed 
feven  years  in  a  melancholy  prifon  at  Gualiar,  till 
death  put  a  period  to  his  mifery. 

JumJa,  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  weffern  Suji 
Bengal,  marched  with  his  army  toward  Dacca. 
Suja  was  in  no  condition  to  meet  him  in  the 
field  ;  and  to  attempt  to  hold  out  any  place  againll 
fo  great  a  force,  would  be  to  enlure,  by  pro- 
trad  ine,  his  own  fate.  His  refources  were  now 
gone.  He  haJ  but  little  money,  and  he  could 
have  no  army.  Men  forefaw  his  inevitable  ruin, 
and  they  fliunned  his  prefence.  His  appearance 
to  the  few  troops  who  had  remained  near  him, 
was  even  m.ore  terrible  than  the  light  of  an 
enemy.  They  could  not  extricate  him  from 
misfortune,  and  they  pitied  his  fate.  He  how- 
eever  Hill  retained  the  dignity  of  his  own  foul. 

He 
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A.  D.    He  was  always  chearful,  and  full  of  hopes ;  his 
^^^°'     aftivity   prevented   the  irkfomenefs   of    thought. 
1C70.     When  the  news  of  the   approach   of   the   Impe- 
^— ^<    ^  rialiits  arrived,  he  called  together  his  few  friends. 
He   acquainted  them  with   his  refolution  of  flying 
beyond  the  limits  of  an  empire,  in  which  he  had 
now  nothing  to  expeft   but  misfortunes  ;  and   he 
i\{ked  them.   Whether   they  preferred  certain  mi- 
fery  with   their  former  lord,  to  an  uncertain  par- 
don from  a  new  mafter  ? 
ririven  To  the  feeling  and   generous,  misfortune  fe- 

rom  til-  ^yj-gg  fiiends.  They  all  declared  their  refolution 
to  follow  Suja  to  whatever  part  of  the  world  he 
ff.ould  lake  his  flight.  With  fifteen  hundred 
horfe  he  diredled  his  march  from  Dacca  toward 
the  frontiers  of  Aflam.  Jumla  was  clofe  at  his 
heels  ;  but  Suia,  having  crofTed  the  Baramputre, 
which  running  through  the  kingdom  of  Afl^am, 
falls  into  Bengal,  entered  the  mountains  of  Kang- 
amati.  Through  almoft  inipervious  woods,  over 
abrupt  rocks,  acrofs  deep  valleys  and  headlong 
torrents,  he  continued  his  flight  toward  Arracan. 
Having  made  a  circuit  of  near  five  hundred  miles 
through  the  wild  mountains  of  Tippera,  he  en- 
tered Arracan  with  a  diminiflied  retinue.  The 
hardfliips  which  he  fuflained  in  the  march  were 
forgot  in  the  hofpitality  of  the  prince  of  the 
countrv,  wl)o  received  him  with  the  diflindion 
due  to  his  rank, 
taitesre-  Jumla  loft  fight  of  the  fugitive  when  he  en- 
AfrlcTii.  ^^^^(^  the  mountains  beyond  the  Baramputre.  He 
turned  his  arms  againft  Cogebar  ,and  reduced  that 
country,  with  the  neighbouring  valleys  which  in- 
tcrfecf  the  hills  of  Kokapagi.  But  Suja,  though 
beyond  the  reach  of  jumla's  arms,  \^as  not  be- 
yond his  policy.  'Ihe  place  of  his  retreat  was 
Known  ;  and  threatening  letters  from  the  vifier, 
whofe  lame  had  pafltd  the  mountains  of  Arracan, 

raifed 
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Taifed   terrors   ia    the    mind    of   the    Raj.i.     He     A.D. 
thought  himfclF    unfafe   in    his   natural  fhftnefs ;      [^f^' 
and  a  fudden  coolnefs  to  Suja  appeared  in  his  be-      1070. 
haviour.     The  wealth  of  his  unfortunate  gueH:  be- '^-''"j^^ 
came  alfo  ari  objeft  for  his  avarice.     Naturally  un- 
generous, he  determined  to  take  advantage  of  Uiif- 
fortune ;  but  he  mufl    do   it   with    caution,    for 
fear  of  oppofmg  the   current  of   the   public  opi- 
nion.    Ke  fent  a  melTage  to  Suja,   requiring  him 
to  depart  from  his  dominions.     The  impoflibility 
of  the  thing  was  not  admitted  as  an  excufe.     The 
Monfoons  raged  on   the   coafl;   the  hills    behind 
were  impaffable,  and   covered  with  ftorms.     'Jhe 
violence  of  the  feafon  joined  i(!"ue  with  the  unre- 
lenting fate  of  Suja.     The   unfeeling   prince  was 
obftinate.     He  iffued  his  commands,  becaufe    he 
knew  they  could  not  be  obeyed.     Suja  fent  his  fon 
to  re  que  ft  a  refpite  for  a  few    days.     He  w,s  ac- 
cordingly indulged  with  a    few  days  ;    but    they 
only  brought  accumulated  dillrefs. 

Many  of  the  adherents  of  the  prince  had  been  His  un- 
loft  in  his  march  ;  many,  forefeeing  his  inevitable '^°'""^'^" 
fate,  deferted  him  after  his  arrival  at  Arracan. 
Of  fifteen  hundred  only  forty  remained  ;  and 
thefe  were  men  of  fome  rank,  who  were  refolved 
to  die  with  their  benefactor  and  lord.  The  Sul- 
tana, the  mother  of  his  children,  had  been  for 
fome  time  dead  :  his  fecond  wife,  three  daughters, 
and  two  fons,  compofed  his  family.  The  few 
days  granted  by  the  Raja  were  now  expired ; 
Suja  knew  of  no  refource.  To  afk  a  longer  in- 
dulgence was  in  vain  ;  he  perceived  the  intenti- 
ons of  the  prince  of  Arracan,  and  he  expected 
in  filence  his  fate.  A  mefl'age  in  the  mean  time 
came  from  the  Raja,  demanding  in  marriage  the 
daughter  of  Suja.  *'  My  m.isfortunes,"  faid  the 
prince,  "  were  not  complete,  without  this  infult. 
Go   tell   your   mailer,  that   the  race   of   Timur, 

though 
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A.  n.  though  unfortunate,  will  never  fubmit  to  difho- 
1660.  iiour.  But  why  does  hefearch  for  a  caufe  of  dif- 
io'7o.      pute  ?     His   inhumanity  and  avarice  are  too  ob- 

"w—^ — ^  vious  to  be  covered  by  any  pretence.  Let  him 
adl  an  open  part ;  and  his  boldnefs  will  atone  for 
a  poraon  of  his  crime." 

diftrefs.  The  Raja  was   highly  offended  at  the  haughti- 

nefs  of  the  anfvver  of  Suja.  But  the  people  pi- 
tied the  fugitive,  and  the  prince  durlt  not  openly 
do  an  ad;  of  flagrant  injuftice.  To  ad'allinate 
him  in  private  was  impoflible,  from  the  vigilance 
of  his  forty  friends.  A  public  pretence  mufl:  be 
made  to  gain  the  wealth  of  Suja,  and  to  ap- 
peafe  his  enemies  by  his  death.  The  report  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  the  Raja  was  indultrioufly 
fpread  abroad.  It  was  affirmed  that  Suja  had 
formed  a  defign  to  mount  the  throne  of  Arracan, 
by  alVaflinating  its  monarch.  The  thing  was  in 
itielf  improbable.  How  could  a  foreigner,  with 
forty  adherents,  hope  to  rule  a  people  of  a  dif- 
ferent religion  with  themfelves.  An  account  of  the 
circumftances  of  the  intended  revolution  was  art- 
fully propagated.  The  people  loH.  their  refped 
for  Suja,  in  his  character  of  an  alfairin.  It  was 
in  vain  he  protefted  his  innocence  ;  men  who 
could  give  credit  to  fuch  a  plot,  had  too  much 
weaknefs  to    be  moved  by  argument. 

Ordfredto      The  Raja,  in  a  pretended   terror,  called    fud- 

Je;.ve  Ar-  ^^^\^  together  liis  council.  He  unfolded  to  them 
the  circumftances  of  the  confpiracy,  and  he  afked 
their  advice.  They  were  unanimoudy  of  opinion, 
that  Suja  and  his  followers  fhould  be  immedi- 
ately fent  away  Ironi  the  country.  The  Raja 
was  difappointcd  in  his  expecfations  ;  he  had 
hoped  that  death  fiiould  be  the  punilhrnent  of 
pro)eded  murder.  But  the  natural  hofpitality 
of  the  nobles  of  Arracan  prevailed  over  his  views. 
He,  however,  under  the  fancliou  of  the  deter- 
mination 
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mination  of  his   council,  refolved  to  execute  his    a.  d. 
own  defigns-     The  unfortunate  prince,  with  his     "^'^°- 
family  and  his  forty  friends,  were  apprifed  of  his     ,070. 
intentions.     They  were  encamped  on   a  narrow  ""—^r"'-^ 
plain  which  lay  between  a  precipice  and  a  river, 
which,  ilTuing  from  Arracan,  falls  into  the  coun- 
try of  Pegu.     At  either  end  of  the  plain  a  pafs 
was    formed    between    the    rock   and  the  river. 
Suja,  with  twenty  of  his  men,   polIefTed  himfelf 
of  one  ;  and   his   fon  with  the  re't,  flood  in   the 
other  in  arms.     They  faw   the  Raja's  troops  ad- 
vancing ;  and  Suja,  with  a   fmile  on  his  counte- 
nance, addreiled  his  few  friends : 

"  The  battle  we  are  about  to  fight  is  unequal ;  His  refo- 
but,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  the  iffue  mull  be'""°"» 
fortunate.  We  contend  not  now  for  empire  ;  nor 
even  for  life,  but  for  honour.  It  is  not  fitting 
that  Suja  fliould  die,  without  having  his  arms 
in  his  hands  :  to  fubmit  tamely  to  aiTaffination,  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  his  family  and  former 
fortune.  But  your  cafe,  my  friends,  is  not  yet 
fo  defperate.  You  have  no  wealth  to  be  feized  ; 
Aurungzebe  has  not  placed  a  price  upon  your 
heads.  Though  the  Raja  is  deftitute  of  genero- 
fity  ;  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  be  wantonly 
cruel.  You  may  efcape  with  your  lives,  and 
leave  me  to  my  fate.  There  is  one,  however, 
who  muft  remain  with  Suja.  My  fon  is  involved 
with  me  in  my  adverfe  fortune  ;  his  crime  is  in 
his  blood.  To  fpare  his  life,  would  deprive 
the  Raja  of  half  his  reward  from  Aurungzebe 
for  procuring  my  death." 

His  friends  were  filent,  but  they  burfl  into  tears,  bravery. 
They  took  their  ports,  and  prepared  themfelves  to 
receive  with  their  fwords  the  troops  of  the  Raja. 
The  unfortunate  women  remained  in  their  tent, 
in  dreadful  fufpence  ;  till  rouzed  by  the  clafhing 
of  arms,  they  rufhed  forth  with  dilhevelled  hair. 

The 
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The  men  behaved  with  that  elevate-d  courage 
which  is  railed  by  misfortune  in  the  extreme, 
'i'hfv  twice  repiilfed  the  enemy,  who,  afraid  of 
their  fwords,  began  to  gall  them  with  ar- 
rows from  a  dilbmce.  The  greatefl  part  of  the 
friends  of  Snja  were  at  length  either  flain  or 
wounded.  He  himfelf  (till  ilood  undaunted,  and 
defended  the  pafs  againfl  the  cowardly  troops  of 
Arracan.  They  durfi:  not  approach  hand  to  hand ; 
and  their  miflive  weapons  flew  wide  of  their  aim. 
'J'he  ofHcer  who  commanded  the  party,  fent 
in  the  mean  time  fome  of  his  foldiers  Lo  the  top 
o\:  the  precipice,  to  roll  down  flones  on  the 
prince  and  his  gallant  friends.  One  fell  on  the 
fhoulderof  Suja  ;  and  he  futile  down,  being  dun- 
ned with  the  pain.  The  enemy  took  advantage 
of  his  fall.  They  rufhed  forward,  difarmed  and 
bound  him. 
n ^for-  j^g  ^35  hurried  into  a  canoe  which  lay   ready 

on  the  river.  Ihe  otiicer  told  hmi,  that  nis  or- 
ders were  to  fend  him  down  the  ftream  to  Pegu. 
Two  of  his  friends  threw  themfclvcs  into  the 
canoe,  as  they  were  pufhing  it  away  from  the 
bank.  The  wife  acd  the  daughters  of  Suja,  with 
cries  which  reached  heaven,  threw  thcinftlves 
headlong  into  the  river.  They  were,  hoviever, 
brought  afhore  by  the  foldiers ;  and  carried 
away,  together  with  the  fon  of  Suja,  who  was 
wounded,  to  the  Raja's  palace.  The  prince,  (\\d 
and  defolate,  beheld  their  didrcfs;  and, in  his  for- 
row,  heeded  not  his  own  approaching  fate.  They 
had  now  rowed  to  the  middle  of  the  flream  ;  but 
his  eyes  were  turned  toward  the  fliore.  I'he 
rowers,  according  lo  their  inflrudions  from  the 
crud  R?ja,  drew  a  large  plug  from  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe  ;  and  throwing  themfclves  into  the 
river,  were  taken  up  by  another  canoe  which  had 
followed  them  for  that  purpofe.     The  canoe  was 
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inflantly  filled  with  water.  The  unfortunate 
prince  and  his  two  friends  betook  themfelvts  to 
fwimming.  They  followed  the  other  canoe  ;  but 
flie  hailened  to  the  (hore.  The  river  was  broad  ; 
and  at  lad,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  Suja  refigned 
himfelf  to  death.  His  two  faithful  friends  at  the 
fame  inftant  dilappeared  in  the  ftreani. 

Piara  Bani,  the  favourite,  the  only  wife  of  Su-  Depiora- 
ja,  was  fo  famed  for  her  W'it  and  beauty,  that  h|!f^mliyf 
many  fongs  in  her  praife  are  flill  fung  in  Bengal. 
The  gracefullnefs  of  her  perfon  had  even  become 
proverbial.  When  the  Raja  came  to  wait  upon 
her  in  the  haram,  flie  attempted  to  flab  him  with 
a  dagger  which  fhe  had  concealed.  She,  how- 
ever, was  difarmed  ;  and  perceiving  that  (he  was 
dedined  for  the  arms  of  the  murderer  of  her 
lord,  in  the  madnefs  of  grief,  rage  and  defpair, 
fhe  disfigured  her  beautiful  face  with  her  own 
hands  ;  and  at  lafl:  found  with  fad  difficulty  a 
cruel  death,  by  dafhing  her  head  againft  a  ftone. 
The  three  daughters  of  Suja  (till  remained ; 
two  of  them  found  means  by  pcifon  to  put  an 
end  to  their  grief.  The  third  was  married  to  the 
Raja  ;  but  fhe  did  not  long  furvive  what  flie  rec- 
koned an  indelible  difgrace  on  the  family  of  Ti- 
mur.  The  fon  of  Suja,  who  had  defended  him- 
felf to  the  laft,  was  at  length  overpowered,  by 
means  of  (tones  rolled  down  upon  him  from  the 
rock.  He  was  carried  to  the  Raja  ;  and  foon 
after,  with  his  infant  brother,  fell  a  vidim,  by  a 
cruel  death,  to  the  jealoufy  of  that  prince. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  end  of  Suja,  andofRefledi- 
all  his  family ;  a  prince  not  lefs  unfortunate  than  °'"  • 
Dara,  though  of  better  abilities  to  oppofe  his 
fate.  He  was  bold  and  intrepid  in  a£lion,  and 
far  frc  m  being  delHtute  of  addrefs.  His  perfonal 
courage  was  great  ;  and  he  was  even  a  li ranger 
to  political  fear.     Had  he,  at  the  commencement 
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of  the  war,  been  pofiefled  of  troops  equal  in  va- 
lour to  thofe  of  his  brother,  we  might  probably 
have  the  misfortunes  of  Aurungzebe,  and  not 
thofe  of  Suja,  to  relate.  But  the  efteminate  na- 
tives of  Bengal  failed  him  in  all  his  efforts. 
Perfonal  courage  in  a  general,  aflumes  the  ap- 
pearance of  fear  with  a  cowardly"  army.  When 
Suja  prevailed,  the  merit  was  his  own;  when  he 
failed,  it  was  the  fault  of  his  army.  No  prince 
was  ever  more  beloved  than  Suja  ;  he  never  did 
a  cruel,  never  an  inhumane,  adion  during  his 
life.  Misfortune,  and  even  death  itfelf,  could 
not  deprive  him  of  all  his  friends ;  and  though 
his  fate  was  not  known  in  llindoftan  for  fome 
years  after  his  death,  when  it  was  heard,  it  filled 
every  eye  with  tears. 
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CHAP.      IV. 


Prudent  adminijlration  of  Aurungzebe — Obfernjations 
on  his  conduci — His  behaviour  toward  hts  fecond 
/on — Solimdn  Sheko  betrayed  by  the  Raja  of  Seri- 
rujgur — Hejiies — is  taken — brought  to  Delhi — and 
imprifoned — An  embajjyfrom  Perfia — Shaw  Ahum 
declared  heir-appartnt — A  famine — Wife  and  hu- 
mane condu6l  of  the  emperor — War  in  the  Decan — 
Aurungzebe  falls  ftck — Di/iradions   at  Delhi — 
Intrigues  of  Shaw  Allutn — Recovery  of  the  em- 
peror— He  demands  the  daughter  of  Dara — and 
the  Imperial  jewels  from  Shaw  Jehdn — but  is  re- 
fufed — Hts  art  to  appeafe  his  J  at  her — Promotions, 

A.  HE  war  with  Suja,  which  was   carried  on  in     ^  -q 
the  extremity  of  the   empire,  neither  difturbed      i<56o. 
the  repofe  of   Aurungzebe,  nor  diverted   his  at-      ,  'g* 
teniion  from  the  civil   affairs  of   the  ftate      Im-  ^s..— y^ 
partial  an'l  decifjve in  his  meafures,  he  was  even  ^;^^^^'^*'" 
acknowlcdored  to  be  a  ^ood  prince,  by  thofe  who 
recognized  not  his  rigtit  to  the  throne  ;  and  men 
began  to   w/onder,  how  he.,  who  was  io  jud,  could 
be  fo  cruel.      The   people  fuffercd   little  bv   the 
civil  war.     The  datna  .;e  done    by  the  marching 
and     counter-marching    of      armies,     was   paid 
Vol.  III.  H  h  out 


ens 


356  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

out  of  the  public  treafury.  An  exad  difcipline 
had  been  obferved  by  all  parties ;  for  the  rivals 
for  the  crown  of  Hindoftan,  though  in  the  field 
againft  one  another,  could  not  perfuade  them- 
felves  that  they  were  in  an  enemy's  country.  The 
prince  who  prevailed  in  a  province,  extended 
not  the  punilhment  of  treafon  to  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  a  competitor  with  their  fwords ;  and, 
what  is  fcarce  credible,  not  one  man  beyond  the 
family  of  Timur,  was  either  aflaflinated  in  pri- 
vate, or  flain  by  the  hands  of  public  juftice, 
during  a  civil  war,  fo  long,  fo  bloody,  and  fo  va- 
rious in  its  events. 
Prudent  jj^g  empcror  accuflomed  to  bufinefs,  in  his 
ftration  long  government  ot  various  provmces,  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  whole  detail  of  public  affairs. 
Nothing  was  fo  minute  as  to  efcape  his  liotice. 
He  knew  that  the  power  and  confequence  of  the 
prince  depended  upon  the  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  people ;  and  he  was  even  from  fel- 
fifh  views  an  enemy  to  opprefTion,  and  an  en- 
courager  of  agriculture  and  commercial  induflry. 
He  eftablifhed  a  perfed  fecurity  of  property  over 
all  his  dominions.  The  forms  of  juftice  were 
made  lefs  intricate,  and  more  expeditious  than 
under  former  reigns.  To  corrupt  a  judge  was 
rendered  for  the  firft  time  a  crime.  The  fees 
paid  in  the  courts  of  judicature  were  afcertained 
with  accuracy  and  precifion  ;  and  a  delay  in  the 
execution  of  juftice,  fubjeded  the  judge  to  the 
payment  of  the  lols  fuftained  by  the  party  ag- 
grieved, 
•f  Au-  The  courfe  of  appeals  from  inferior  to  fuperior 

rungzt  e.  ^Q,jj,fg  ^^5  uninterruj^ted  and  free  ;  but  to  pre- 
vent a  wanton  exertion  of  this  privilege,  the 
appellant  wr.s  feverely  fined,  when  his  complaint 
againll  a  judgment  was  found  Irivolous  and  ill- 
founded.     The  didributers  of  public  juftice,  when 
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their  decrees  were  reverfed,  could  not  always 
fcreen  themfelves  under  a  pretended  error  in 
judgment.  Should  the  matter  appear  clear,  they 
were  turned  out  of  their  offices,  as  fwayed  by 
partiality  or  bribery.  Aurungzebe,  foon  after 
his  acceilion  to  the  throne,  eltablKhed  a  prece- 
dent of  this  kind.  An  appeal  came  before  him 
in  the  prefence  of  the  nobles.  The  decifion  had 
been  unjull.  He  fent  for  the  judge,  and  told 
him  in  public,  "  This  matter  is  clear  and  obvi- 
ous ;  if  you  have  no  abilities  to  perceive  it  in 
that  light,  you  are  unfit  for  your  place,  as  a  weak 
man ;  if  you  fufFered  yourfelf  to  be  overcome  by 
prefenrs,  you  are  an  unjuft  man,  and  therefore 
unworthy  of  your  office.'*  Having  thus  repri- 
manded the  judge,  he  diverted  him  of  his  em- 
ployment, and  difmifled  him  with  ignominy  from 
his  prefence. 

But  this  is  the  fair  fide  of  the  character  of  Au-  Obfervati- 
rungzebe.  Dark  and  determined  in  his  policy,  condTfl!^'^ 
he  broke  through  every  rellraint  to  accompliffi  his 
defigns.  He  pointed  in  a  dlretSl  line  to  the  goal 
of  ambition  ;  and  he  cared  not  by  what  means 
he  removed  whatever  object  obftrufted  his  way. 
He  either  believed  that  morality  was  inconfiftent 
with  the  great  trad  of  government ;  or,  he  a6led 
as  if  he  believed  it  ;  and  he  fometimes  defcended 
into  a  vicious  meannefs,  which  threw  difcredit  on 
his  abilities,  as  well  as  upon  his  honefty.  He 
held  the  cloke  of  religion  between  his  actions 
an  J  the  vulgar  ;  and  impioufly  thanked  the  Divi- 
nity for  a  fuccefs  which  he  owed  to  his  own 
wickednefs.  When  he  was  murdering  and  per- 
fecuting  his  brotliers  and  their  families,  he  was 
building  a  magnificent  mofque  at  Delhi,  as  an 
offering  to  God  for  his  affiflance  to  him  in  the 
civil  vars.  Headed  as  high  priefl:  at  the  confe- 
cration  of    this  temple ;  and  made  apiadice  of 

H  h  2  attending 
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A.  D.  attending  divine  fervice  there,  in  the  humble  drefs 
,  "Jf^o.  of  a  Fakier.  But  when  he  lifted  one  hand  to 
,of<k  the  Divinity,  he,  with  the  other,  figned  warrants 
''-'■'^r^w  for  the  aflTaflination  of  his  relations, 
^nduft  of  During  the  civil  wars  which  convulfed  the  em- 
his  fecond  pire,  all  remained  quiet  in  the  Decan.  The  pru- 
^"^  dent  management  of   Mahommed    Mauzim,  the 

fecond  fon  of  Aurungzebe,  prevented  the  lately 
conquered  provinces  from  (baking  off  the  yoke. 
That  prince,  with  a   great   fhare  of   his  father's 
abilities,  exceeded  him  if  poflible  in  coolnefs  and 
felf-denial.     He  knew  the   ftern  jealoufy  of  the 
emperor  ;  and  he  rather  affected  the  humility  of 
a  flave,  than  the  manly  confidence  of  a  fon.     He 
was  no  Itranger   to  the  facility   with  which  his 
father  could   facrifice  every  thing  to  his  own    fe- 
curity  ;  and  he  looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy  who 
watched  his   motions,  more  than  in  the  light  of  a 
parent  who  would  grant  indulgences  for  errors. 
He  knew  that  the  bed  means  for  preventing  the 
fufpicions  of  Aurungzebe,  was   to  copy  his  own 
art.     He  affefled  to  love  bufinefs ;  he  was  hum- 
ble and  felf-denied  in  his   profeilions,  deftitute  of 
prefumption,  and'fuU  of  devotion. 
furpfdcd.       Aurungzebe,  whofe  penetrating  eye  faw  fome 
defign  lurking   in    fecret   behind  the  conduft  of 
Mauzim,  infinuated  to  that  prince,  that  to  reign 
was  a  delicate  fituation  ;  that   fovereigns  mult  be 
jealous  even  of  their  own  fhadows ;  and,  as  for 
himfelf,  he  was  refolved  never  to  become  a  facri- 
fice to  the  ambition  of  a  fon.     Manzim  knew  rhe 
intention  of  the  fpeech,  but  he  fcemed  not  to  un- 
derhand it ;   and    he  redoubled   his    attention   to 
thofe  arts  which  had  already,  in  a  great  meafure, 
lulled  aficep   the    watchful    fufpicions  of    his   fa- 
ther,    lie  remitted   the    revenue  to    the   capital, 
with  great  regularity  and  precifion.     Hepradifed, 
in    his    cxpences,    the    occonomy  and    frugality 

which 
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which  his  father  loved.     In  appearance,  and  even    A  D. 
perhaps  from  conftitution,  an  enemy  to  effeminate     y*^^'* 
pleafures,  without  vanity  enough  for  pomp  and     107 1. 
magnificence,  his  court  feemed  Hke  the  cell  of  a  "^-^^j '"**-' 
hermit,  who  grudged  to  others   the  indulgences 
for  which  he  had  no  talle  himfelf.     All  this   art, 
however,  prevailed  not  with  Aurungzebe  to  con- 
tinue him  in  his  viceroyfliip  of  the  Decan.     He 
knew,  from  his  own  experience,  how  dangerous 
it  is  to  continue   the  government  of  a  rich  pro- 
vince long  in  the  hands  of  a  prince  of  abilities. 
He,  therefore,    recalled   Mauzim  to  court,    and 
gave  his  high  office  to  Shaifta  Chan. 

The  attention  of  Aurungzebe  turned  from  Expedient 
Bengal  to  another  quarter,  upon  receiving  cer-  ag^inft 
tain  intelligence  of  the  flight  of  Suja  to  Arracan. 
Soliman  (till  remained  inclofed  in  the  mountains 
of  Serinagur,  under  the  protedion  of  the  Raja. 
The  emperor  did  not  think  himfelf  firmly  fixed 
on.  the  throne,  whilfl  any  of  the  family  of  Dara 
remained  out  of  his  hands.  He  applied  through 
Joy  Singh,  who,  from  being  of  the  fame  religion 
■with  the  Raja,  had  great  influence  over  him,  to 
the  prince  of  Serinagur.  He  tempted  his  ava- 
lice,  and  he  wrought  upon  his  fears.  The  Raja, 
being  averfe  to  be  thought  difhonourable,  hefi- 
tated  contrary  to  the  bias  of  his  paflions.  He, 
however,  connived  at  an  invafion  of  his  country 
to  reconcile  his  people,  by  an  appearance  of  ne» 
cefTity,  to  the  delivering  up  of  the  prince.  The 
troops  who  entered  his  country  with  pretended 
hoflilities,  carried  to  him  the  price  fet  upon  the 
head  of  Soliman. 

The  unfortunate   youth,  being  apprized  of  his  Seized 
danger,  fled  over  the  frightful  mountains  which 
feparate    Serinagur  from    Tibet.     Three   friends 
accompanied   him  in   this  impracticable  attempt. 
The  fides  of  thefe  mountains   are   covered   with 

impervious 
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impervious  forefls,  the  haunts  of  beafls  of  prey; 
on  their  top  dwells  a  perpetual  florm.     Rapid  ri- 
vers and  impaiTable    torrents  occupy  the  vallies  ; 
except    where  fome  brufhwood   here   and   there 
hides   dangerous  and  venomous  fnakes.     It  was 
then  the  rainy  fealbn  ;    and    mifl   and   darknefs 
covered  the  defert  with  additional  horror.     The 
unhappy  fugitives,  not  daring  to  trufl  any  guide, 
loft    their  way.     When   they  thought  themfelves 
on  the  borders  of  1  ibet,  they  were  again  within 
fight  of  Serinagur.     Worn  out  with  fatigue,  they 
took  (helter  under  a  rock,  where    they  were    dif- 
covered  by  a  fhepherd,  who  gave  them   refrefh- 
ment,  but  at  the  fame  time  informed  the  Raja  of 
what  he  had  feen.     That  chief  fent  his  fon    with 
a  party  ro  feize   Soliman.     The  prince  was  dfleep 
when  they  arrived   in  fight  ;  but  he   was  rouzed 
bv  one  of  his  three  friends  who  kept   the  watch. 
1  hey  took  to  their  arms.     The  young    Raja  plied 
them  with  arrows   from  a   diftance,  and    tv\o  of 
the  prince's  companions  were  flain.     He   himfelf 
was   wounded.     He  fell  under  this  unequal  mode 
of  attack  ;  and  was  brought  bound  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Raja. 
D^tlr'*'      That    prince   began    to   excufe    his   breach   of 
hofpitality    by  public   neceflity.      He  diminifhed 
the  independence  of  his  own  fituation,  and  mag- 
nified the  power   of   Aurungzebe.     "  'Jo  feize 
an    unfortunate  fugitive,'*  faid  Soliman,  "  is    a 
crime  ;  but  it  is  aggravated  by  the  infult  of  mak- 
ing an  apology,  for  what  Heaven  and   mankind 
abhor.     Take  your    reward  for  my  life  ;   it   alle- 
viates the  misfortunes  of  my  fituation,  that  now 
I  owe  you  nothing  for  the   friendfhip  which   you 
exhibited  upon   my   arrival   in  your  dominions.'* 
He    turned    his   eyes  in    filence   to  the  ground ; 
and,  without  a  murmur,  permitted  himfelf  to  be 
carried  prifoner  to  Delhi.     The  emperor  affected 
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to  be  difpleafed,  that  the  unhappy  prince  had  a  d. 
fallen  into  his  hands.  To  leave  him  at  large  'j^'?'- 
was  impoflible ;  and  even  the  walls  of  apri-  .1071". 
fon  were  not  a  fufEcient  fecurity,  againft  the 
defigns  which  the  difaffecled  might  form  in  his 
favour.  He  ordered  him  to  be  brought  into  the 
hall  of  audience,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  nobles; 
even  the  chief  ladies  of  the  haram  were  indulged 
with  a  fight  of  a  young  prince,  as  famous  for  his 
exploits,  as  for  his  misfortunes. 

When  he  had  entered  the  outer-gate  of  the  pa-  Brought 
lace,  the  chains  were  flruck  off  from  his  feet ;  befo  e  the 
but  the  fetters  of  gold  were  left  upon  his  hands.  ^™P'' 
The  whole  court  were  ftruck  with  the  (lately 
gracefulnefs  of  his  perfon  ;  they  were  touched 
with  grief  at  his  melancholy  fate.  Many  of  the 
nobles  could  not  refrain  from  tears  ;  the  ladies  of 
the  haram  weeped  aloud  behind  the  fcreens.  Even 
the  heart  of  Aurungzebe  began  to  relent ;  and 
a  placid  anxiety  feemed  to  wander  over  his  face. 
Soliman  remained  filent,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ground.  "  Fear  nothing,  Soliman  Sheko,** 
faid  the  emperor ;  "  I  am  not  cruel,  but  cauti- 
ous. Your  father  fell  as  a  man  deflitute  of  all 
religion  ;  but  you  fhall  be  treated  well."  The 
prince  bowed  his  head  ;  and  then  raifed  his 
hands  as  high  as  his  fetters  would  permit,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  in  the  Imperial  prefence. 
He  then  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  emperor.  "  If 
my  death  is  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  Aurung- 
zebe, let  me  prefently  die,  for  I  am  reconciled 
to  my  fate.  But  let  me  not  linger  in  prifon, 
to  languifh  away  by  degrees,  by  the  means  of 
draughts,  which  deprive  the  mind  of  reafon, 
when  they  enfeeble  the  body."  This  alluded 
to  an  infufion  of  poppy,  which  the  imprifoned 
princes  were  forced  to  drink  in  Gualiar.  It  ema- 
ciated 
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ciated   them  exceedingly,  their  flrengfh  and  un- 
derftanding  left   them  by    de^^rees,  they  became 
torpid   and   infenfible,  till  they  were  at    latt   re- 
lieved by  death.     The  emperor  defired  him  to  rell 
fatisfied  that  no  defign  was  entertained  againft  his 
life.     He  was  fent  that  very  night  to  Agra,  and 
foon  after  ordered  to    Giialiar,  wih  the   prince 
Mahommed,  the  emperor's  eldeft  fon. 
Emh,.fli«s       xhe  imprifonment   of  Soliman  put  an   end  to 
fi.i  and    '  the  fears   of    Aurungzebe.      He   found   himfelf 
Tartary.     firmly  featcd  on  the  throne;  and    mankind  were 
unwilling  to  difturb  the    tranquillity  which  they 
enjoyed  under  his  prudent  adminidration.     Peace 
prevailed  all  over  the  empire.     The  moft   diilant 
and  inacceflible  provinces  became  pervious  to  his 
authority.     He    extinguifhed  party,  by  retaining 
no  appearance  of  revenge  againft   thofe  who  had 
oppofed  his   elevation.     He   made  friends  of  his 
enemies  by  conferring  upon  them   favours  ;  and 
he  fecured  the    faith  of  his  friends  by  repofmg  in 
them  his    confidence,     'i  he   neighbouring  ftates, 
who  had  remained  unconcerned   fpectators  of  the 
civil  wars,  acknowledged    the    right  which    Au- 
rungzrbe  had  acquired    by  his  fortune  and   ad- 
drefs.     An  ambaflfador  arrived  from   Shaw  Abas 
the  Second  of  Perfia,  to  felicitate  him  on  his  ac- 
cefTion  to  the  throne  ;    and   he  was  followed  by 
another  from  Suja  king  of  the  weftern  Tartary. 
The  emperor's  pride  was    flattered  by  the  acquief- 
cence  of  thefe    two   powerful    monarch?,  in    his 
title  to  the  crown.     He  received  their  reprefcnta- 
tives  with  unufual  pomp  ;  and  at  the  fame   time 
that  he    gratified  the   princes    with    magnificent 
prefcnts,  he  enriched   the  ambaffadors  with  very 
confiderable  fums  of  money. 

fum^'de-'       ^^^  ^°'^y  ^^  ^^^  prince    Mahommed   had  to- 
ciarea  heir  tally   cftraugcd   from   him   the    affections   of  his 
father ;    his  obftinacy  and  daring  difpofition  had 
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rendered  him  an  objett  of  terror  to  the  provident  a.  d. 
mind  of  Aurungzebe.  That  monarch  had  re-  j'^^'* 
folved  to  keep  him  always  a  dole  prifoner  in  1071 
Gualiar  :  he,  however,  allowed  him  a  houfehold, '"^-^r^*^ 
and  the  company  of  women.  1  his  humane  treat- 
ment had  raifed  the  hopes  of  the  prince  of  being 
fpeedily  releaicd.  He  wrote  to  his  father  peni- 
tential ktters ;  but  they  produced  no  anfwer. 
Mahommed,  in  the  vigour  of  his  own  mind,  had 
a  crime  which  could  not  be  forgiven.  Mauzim, 
the  fecond  fon,  took  advantage  of  his  brother's 
misfortune.  He  redoubled  his  attention  to  his 
father's  orders  ;  and  feemed  to  obey  with  fo  much 
humility,  that  he  eradicated  all  fears  of  wifhing 
to  command  from  his  fufpicious  mind  To  cut 
off  the  hopes  of  Mahommed,  as  well  as  to  fecure 
the  affections  of  Mauzim,  the  latter  was  publicly 
declared  heir  of  the  empire,  and  his  name  chang- 
ed to  that  of  Shaw  Allum,  or.  King  of  the 
World.  A  fon  was  foon  after  born  to  that  prince  ; 
and  his  birth  was  celebrated  with  uncommon 
fplendour  and    feftivity. 

In  the  midfl:  of  this  public  joy,  the  news  of  a  Adre-adful 
dreadful  calamity  was  received  at  court.  A  pro-  f'^''''^- 
digious  famine,  occafioned  by  rhe  uncommon 
drought  of  the  fealon  which  burnt  up  the  harveft, 
prevailed  in  different  parts  of  India.  The  empe- 
ror exerted  himfelf  with  a  humanity  unfuitable 
to  his  behaviour  toward  his  own  family,  to  allevi- 
ate the  diftrefs  of  his  fubjedls.  He  remitted  the 
taxes  that  were  due  ;  he  employed  thofe  already 
collected  in  the  purchafe  of  com,  which  was 
diflributed  among  the  pooter  fort.  He  even  ex- 
pended immcnfe  fumsout  of  thetreafury,  in  con- 
veying grain  by  land  as  well  as  by  water  into 
the  interior  provinces,  from  Bengal  and  the 
countries  which  lie  on  the  five  branches  of  the 
Indus,  as  having  fuffered  lefs  on  account  of  the 
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great  rivers  by  which  they  are  watered.  The  grain 
fo  conveyed  was  purchafed,  at  any  price,  with 
the  public  money  ;  and  it  was  re-fold  at  a  very 
moderate  rate.  The  poorer  fort  were  fupplied, 
at  fixed  places,  with  a  certain  quantity,  without 
any  confideration  whatever.  The  adivity  of  the 
emperor,  and  his  wife  regulations,  carried  relief 
through  every  corner  of  his  dominions.  Whole 
provinces  were  delivered  from  impending  deftruc- 
tion  ;  and  many  millions  of  lives  werefaved. 
wfdom  Xhis  humane  attention  to  the  fafety  of  his  fub- 
nitvof  Au  jefts  obliterated  from  their  minds  all  objedions  to 
rungzcbe.  ^is  former  conduit.  He  even  began  to  be  virtu- 
ous. The  ambition  which  made  him  wade  through 
blood  to  the  throne,  inclined  him  to  the  purfuit 
of  fame,  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  virtue. 
"  No  man,'*  obferves  a  Perfian  author,  "  is  a 
tyrant  for  the  fake  of  evil.  Paflion  perverts  the 
judgment,  a  wrong  judgment  begets  ■►ppofition, 
and  oppofjtion  is  the  caufe  of  cruelty,  bloodfhed, 
and  civil  war.  When  all  oppofition  is  conquered, 
thefword  of  vengeance  is  (heathed,  and  the  de- 
flroyer  of  mankind  becomes  the  guardian  of  the 
human  fpecies.'*  Such  are  the  refle6lions  of  a 
writer,  who  publifhed  the  hiftory  of  Aurungzebe 
in  the  heart  ot  his  court ;  and  that  they  werejuft, 
appears  froin  his  having  the  boldnefs  to  make 
them.  To  alleviate  the  calamity  which  had  fal- 
len on  the  people,  was  the  principal,  if  not  the 
foie,  bufinefs  of  the  emperor  during  the  third  year 
of  his  reign.  A  favourable  feafon  fucceeded  to 
his  care  ;  and  the  empire  foon  wore  its  former 
face  of  profperity. 
A  war  on  j^  the  month  of  September  of  the  year  iC6r, 
the  news  of  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  Decan,  was  brought  to  Aurung- 
zebe. The  Imperial  governor,  Shaifta  Chan,  ir- 
ritated at  the  depredatory  incurfions  of  the  fubjedts 
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of  Sewaji,  prince  of  Cokin,  or  Concan,  on    the     A.  D. 
coaft  of  Malabar,  led  an   army  into  his  country,      u*^^' 
Sewaji,  unable   to  cope  with   the  Imperialifts   in      1072. 
the  field,  retired  into    the  heart  of  his  dominions  "^-^r"^— 
to  levy  troops  ;  and    left  his    frontier  towns   ex- 
pofed.     They  fell,  one  by  one,  before  the  power 
of  Shaifla,  and  that  lord  at  length  fat  down  be- 
fore Chagna,  one   of  the  principal  places,  both 
for  confequence  and    ftrengih,   in  the  province  of 
Cokin.     It   was    fituated   on  a  high  rock,  deep 
and  inacceflible  on  every  fide.     The  utmofl  ef- 
forts of   Shaifta    were  baffled.     lie    had   made 
breaches  in  the  parapet,  on  the  edge  of  the  rock, 
but  he  could  not  afcend  with  an  aflault.     When 
he  attempted  to   apply   fcaling  ladders,  the    be- 
lieged  rolled  down   huge  (tones    upon   him,  and 
crufhed  whole  fquadrons  of  his  troops.     To  raife 
the  fiege,  would  bring  difgrace  ;  to  take  the  place, 
feemed  now  impoflible. 

Shaifla,  in  the  mean  time,  fell  upon  an  inge-fo^fl^f 
nious  contrivance,  which  produced  the  defired  Malabar. 
effe£t.  A  hill  rofe,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
fort ;  from  the  top  of  which,  every  thing  vv'hich 
pafled  within  the  walls  could  be  (een  through  a 
fpy-glafs.  The  captain-general  flood  frequently 
on  this  hill  to  reconnoitre  the  place.  He  obferved 
that,  at  a  certain  hour  every  day,  the  garrifon 
was  fupplied  with  ammunition  from  a  magazine  in 
the  center  of  the  fort.  He  had  no  mortars  in  his 
train ;  it  having  been  found  impoflible  to  carry 
them  acrofs  the  immenfe  ridge  of  mountains  which 
feparate  the  Decan  from  Malabar.  He,  how- 
ever, fell  upon  an  effectual  expedient.  The  wind 
blowing  frefh  from  the  hill  upon  the  town,  he  let 
fiy  a  paper-kite,  which  concealed  a  blind  match, 
at  the  very  inftant  that  the  garrifon  was  fupply- 
ing  therafelves  with  powder  from  the  magazine. 
He  permitted   it  to   drop  in    the  midft  ;    by  an 

accident 


366  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN- 

accident  the  match  fell  upon  forae  powder  which 
happened   to  be  ftrewed  around.     The  fire  com- 
municated with   the  magazme  ;    and    the  whole 
went  ofF  with  a  dreadful  explofion,  which  fliook 
the  country,    threw    down   the   greatefl  part  of 
the  fort,  and  buried  the  moft  of  the  garrifon  in 
the  ruins.  The  Moguls  afcended  in  the  confufion  j 
and  thofe  who  had  efcaped  the  (hock,  fell  by  the 
fvvord. 
n  he  Ma-      The  emperor  was  fo  much  pleafed    with    the 
rajafent     gj^pg^j^io^  of  Shaifta  into  Malabar,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  reinforce  him  to  complete  the  conqueft 
of  Cokin.     The  Maraja,  who,  for  his  defertion 
of  Dara,  had  been  placed  in   the  government  of 
Guzerat,  was  ordered   to  march  to   join   Shaifta 
With  twenty  thoufand  horle.     1  hat  prince,  fond 
of  the  adivity  and  tumuli  of  expedition,  obeyed 
the    Imperial   mandate    without  hefitation.     He 
arrived    in     the  camp  before  the  news     of    his 
march   had  reached  the  captain-general.      Being 
natuially  haughty  and  violent,  he   difapproved  of 
Shaifta's  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war.     He  pre- 
tended that  he   was  fent    to  affiil   him   with   his 
counfel  as  well  as  with  his  arms ;  and    that   he 
was  refolved,    if   he  did    not  alter  his   plan,  to 
complete  the  conqueft   of   Cokin  with  his   own 
troops.     Shaifta  would  relinquifti  no  part  of  his 
power.     He  commanded  him,  upon  his  allegiance, 
to  obey.     The  Maraja  was  provoked  beyond  mea- 
fure,  at  a  treatment   fo  huiiiiliating  to  his   pride. 
He  thwarted  privately  the  meafures  of    the    cap- 
tain-general ;  and  that  lord  began  to  exercife  over 
him  all  the  rigour  of  authority, 
to  rein-  The    Maraja,    whofc  honour    was    not    proof 

againft  his  more  violent  paffions,  formed  a  plot 
againft  Shaifta's  life.  The  nobles  of  the  ilrft 
rank  are  permitted,  by  the  patent  of  their  crea- 
tion, to  have,  among  their  other  marks  of  dignity, 
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a  band  of   mufic,    confiding   of    drums,    fifes,     a  d. 
trumpets,  cymbals,  and  other  warlike  inflruments.      "^^s- 
Thefe  have  an  apartment  over  the  gates  of  their      ,07^! 
palaces  in  cities,  in  the  camp  a  tent  near  that  of  '"^■^ — -. — ^ 
their  lord   is  alfigned  to  them  ;  where  they  relieva 
one  another,  and  play,  when  not  prohibited,  night 
and  day.     The  Maraja,    under  a    pretence  that 
the  captain-general   was  much  pleafed  with  their 
mufic,    fent  them  one  night  a   prefent   of    five 
hundred    roupees,  in  their  mailer's  name  ;  and 
commanded  them  to  continue   to  play  till  next 
morning.     They    accordingly    flruck    up    after 
fupper  ;  and    made  a  prodigious  noife.     Shaiita, 
not  averfe  to   mufic,  took  no  notice  of  this  un- 
common attention  in  his  band. 

When  the  camp  became  filent  toward  midnight.  Hi?  plot  to 
the  Maraja,  who,  having  a  correfpondence  with  ^  "  ''""'^ 
Sewaji,  had  admitted  a  Imall  party  of  the  enemy 
into  the  camp,  ordered  them  to  fteal,  unper- 
ceived,  into  the  quarter  of  the  captain-gcneral. 
They,  accordingly,  pafled  the  guards,  and,  cut- 
ting their  way  through  the  fcreens  which  fur- 
rounded  the  tents  of  Shaifta,  entered  that  in 
which  he  flept.  They  fearched  in  the  daik  for  his 
bed.  He  awakened.  Alarmed  at  their  whifper- 
ing,  he  ftarted  and  feized  a  lance,  v.'hich  was 
the  firfl:  weapon  that  met  his  hand.  He,  at  that 
inftant,  received  a  blow  with  a  fword,  which  cut 
off  three  of  his  fingers,  and  obliged  him  to  drop 
the  lance.  He  called  out  aloud  to  the  guards; 
but  the  noife  of  the  mufic  drowned  his  voice. 
He  groped  for  the  weapon  ;  and  with  it  defended 
his  head  from  their  fwords.  His  fon,  who  flept 
in  the  next  tent,  alarmed  by  the  noife,  ruflied  in 
with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand.  'Jhe  father  and 
fon  fell  then  upon  the  aflaffins.  Murderers  are 
always  coivards.  They  fled  ;  but  the  fon  ot  Shaiila 
expired  of  tae  wounds  which  he  received  in    the 
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conflid ;  and  the  father  himfelf   recovered  with 
much  difficulty. 

The  Maraja,  in  the  mean  time,  came,  in 
feeming  conllernation,  to  the  quarter  of  the 
taiVgene-  gt^i^^ral.  He  lamented  the  accident ;  and  con- 
jfal.  defcended   to  take  the  command  of  the  army   till 

he  fhould  recover.  The  officers  fufpeded  the 
prince  of  the  affaffination  ;  but  he  had  cut  off 
the  channels  which  could  carry  home  a  proof. 
Silence  prevailed  over  the  camp  ;  and,  though 
Shaiita  was  not  flain,  the  Maraja  polTeifed  every 
advantage  which  he  had  expected  from  the  mur- 
der. Aurungzebe,  from  his  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  Maraja,  was  fatisfied  of 
his  guilt.  It  would  not,  however,  be  either 
prudent  or  etfedlual  to  order  him  to  appear  to 
anfvver  for  his  crimes  in  the  prefence  :  he  knew 
that  his  boldnefs  was  equal  to  his  wickednefs. 
Hcj  therefore,  fuppreffed  his  refentnient  ;  and 
drew  a  veil  on  his  defigns,  to  lull  the  prince 
into  fecuiity.  He  affeded  to  lament  the  acci- 
dent which  had  befallen  to  his  general  ;  but  he 
rejoiced  that  the  management  of  the  war  had 
come  into  fuch  able  hands. 
Auning-  When  the  affairs  of  Aurungzebe  wore  the  mod 
fiik!  **  ^  promifmg  afpeft,  he  was  near  lofing,  by  his  own 
death,  the  empire  which  he  had  acquired  by  the 
murder  of  his  relations.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of 
May,  he  fell  into  a  fever.  His  diflemper  was  fo  vio- 
lent, that  he  was  almoft  deprived  of  his  realbn.  His 
tongue  uas  ftized  with  a  palfy ;  he  loft  his  fpccch; 
and  all  defpaired  of  his  recovery.  I'he  people 
were  filent  ;  and  looked  forward  for  a  fudden 
revolution.  Intrigu^^s  for  the  tnipire  commenc- 
ed. The  lords  met  in  private  in  their  palaces  ; 
the  court,  the  haram,  were  full  of  fchemes. 
It  was  already  whifpered  abroad,  that  he  was  ac- 
tually dead,  borne,  regretted  him  as  an  able  prince, 
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fome  as  a  great  general ;  many  were  of  opinion, 
that  Heaven  had  interfered  in  punifhing  his  in- 
juftice  to  his  relations.  His  fifter  the  princefs 
Rofhinara,  who  had  poflefled  his  confidence,  was 
thought  to  conceal  his  death  till  her  own  plans 
for  the  fucceffion  of  his  younger  fon  to  the  throne 
(hould  be  ripe  for  execution. 

Uncertain  and  improbable  rumours  were,  in  Conflema- 
the  mean  time,  circulated,  and  fwallowed  with  |J^"  °g  ^''® 
avidity  by  the  people.  Their  affedlions  for  the 
old  emperor  being  ftill  entire,  they  created  fic- 
tions to  flatter  their  wiflies.  The  Maraja,  they 
faid,  was  in  full  march  to  releafe  him  from  con- 
finement. Mohabet,  ever  averfe  to  Aurungzebe, 
was  on  his  way  with  an  army  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  from  Cabul ;  and  had  already  paiTed  La- 
hore. The  people  of  Agra,  they  affirmed,  were 
actuated  by  tumult  and  commotion ;  the  garrifon 
of  the  citadel  was  mutinous,  and  Etabar,  who 
commanded  in  the  place,  waited  only  for  the 
news  of  the  death  of  the  new  emperor  to  open 
the  gates  to  his  ancient  lord.  Though  it  was 
impoffible  that  thefe  fidions  could  have  any  pro- 
bable foundation,  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time, 
they  were  received  with  implicit  faith  by  a  cre- 
dulous multitude.  'Ihe  very  fhopkeepers  and 
ardzans  neglected  their  bufmefs  for  news.  They 
gathered  together  in  groups  ;  and  one  continued 
whifper  of  important  and  incredible  events  flew 
over  all  the  flreets  of  Delhi. 

The  prince  Shav/  Allum  was  not,  in  the  mean  shnw  Ai- 
time,  idle.     He  fecretly    waited   upon    many    of  '""^  '"- 
the  nobility,    and  folicited   their   intereft,    with  ih/throne^, 
large  promifes  of  gratitude  and  advantage,  in  the 
event   of    his   father's   demife.     Rofhinara,  who 
was  belt  acquainted  with  the    intentions   of    the 
emperor,  infmuated,  that  the  fuccefTion   was    to 
fall  on  Akbar,  as  yet  but   a  boy.     Both   parties 
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A.  D.  averred,however,  in  public, that  atprefent  therewas 
J^^"*'  no  occafion  for  a  new  prince.  Aurungzebehimfelf, 
',ou-  they  faid,  only  managed  the  empire  during  the 
""— '~^  ^^  debility  of  mind  which  his  illnefs  had  brought 
upon  Shaw  Jehan.  That  monarch,  continued 
they  being  now  recovered,  will  refume  the  reins 
of  government ;  and  difpofe  of  the  fucceffion  in 
favour  of  any  of  his  pofterity  whom  he  fiiail  think 
worthy  of  the  throne  of  the  Moguls.  The  peo- 
ple already  believed  themfelves  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  old  emperor.  The  nobility  en- 
tertained no  refolution  of  that  kind.  Their  ac- 
quiefcence  under  Aurungzebe,  had  rendered  them 
afraid  of  the  reO oration  of  his  father.  They 
knew  that  the  Maraja  and  Mohabet,  who  flill 
profeffed  themfelves  the  friends  of  the  latter, 
would,  in  the  event  of  his  enlargement,  carry  all 
before  them  ;  and  feared  the  violence  of  the  firif, 
as  much  as  they  dreaded  the  abilities  of  the  fe- 
cond. 

Etabar,  who  commanded  the  citadel  of  Agra, 
feemed  now  to  have  the  fate  of  the  empire  in  his 
hands.  'I'o  open  the  gates  to  Shaw  Jehan,  was 
to  involve  all  in  ccnfuiion  ;  though  it  might  be 
expeded,  that  from  the  attachment  of  the  people 
to  their  ancient  fovereign,  tumult  and  commotion 
would  foon  fubfide.  Aurungzebe,  in  the  (hort 
intervals  of  his  excefiive  pain,  applied  his  mind 
to  bufincfs.  He  gathered  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
from  the  dark  anxiety  which  covered  the  features 
of  his  attendants.  He  called  his  fon  Shaw  Allum 
befoie  him.  He  dcfircd  him  to  keep  himfclt  in 
readlnefs  in  caie  of  his  death  ;  to  ride  poft  to 
Agra,  and  to  take  the  merit  of  releafing  Shaw 
Jehan.  *■'  Your  only  hopes  of  empire,  and  even 
the  fafety  of  your  perfon,"  faid  he,  "  will  de- 
pend upon    the  gratitude   of    your   grandfather. 
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Let  not,  therefore,  any  other  perfon  deprive  you     a.  d. 
of  that  advantage.*'     He  then  called  for  pen  and      ''/4- 
ink,    and  wrote     to    Etabar,    to  keep   a   ftri*^      j^'y^' 
watch  upon  the  emperor  :  '*  As  my  death  is  not  ^^-^.^ — ^ 
certain,"  faid  Aurungzebe,  "  let  not  your  fears 
perfuade   you  to    trull  to    the  gratitude   of  any 
man." 

The  anxiety  (hewn  by  the  emperor  on  the  oc-  of  ^u 
cafion,  convinced    mankind  that  he   thought   his 
own  recovery  doubttul.      Fhe    lords   quitted    the 
palace,  and  each    began   to    prepare    again fl   the 
word  events.     He  fent,   on  the  fifth   day,  a  fum- 
mons  to  all  the   nobility  to  conie   to  the   hall  of 
audience.     He  ordered  himfelt  to  be  carried  into 
the  afl'embly  ;  and   he  requeited  them,  from    his 
bed,  to  prevent  tuinults  and   commotions.     *'  A 
lion,"  faid  he,  alluding  to  his  father,  "  is   chain- 
ed up;  and   it  is  not  \our  intereit  to  permit  him 
to  break  loofe.     He  is    exafperated  by  real   inju- 
ries ;  and  he  fancies   more  than  he  feels."     He 
then  called  for  the  great  feal  of  the  empire,  which 
he  had  intrufted  to  the  princefs    Rofhinara,     He 
ordered  it    to  be  fealed  up   in  a  filken  bag,  w^ith 
his  private   fignet,  and  to  be  placed  by  his   fide. 
His  exertion  to  fpeak  to  the  nobles  threvi?  him  into 
a  fwoon.     They  thought  him    dead.     A  murmur 
flew  around.     He,  however,  recovered   himfelf  j 
and  ordering  Joy  Singh  and  fome  of  the  principal 
lords   to   approach,  he    took  them  by    the  hand. 
Day  after  day  he  vias  thus  brought  into  the   pre- 
fencc*  of  the  nobility.     All  intrigues  ceafed  at  the 
hopes  ot  his  recovery.     (Jn   the  tenth  day  of  his 
illneis,  the   fever  began  to  leave  him,  and  on  the 
thiteenth,  thout^h  weak,  he  was  apparently  out  of 
danger       \  he  ftorm    that  was    gathering,  fubfid- 
ed  at     orce.      A    ft-rene    calm     lucceeded  ;     and 
people  wondered  why  their  minds  had  been   agi- 
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tated  and  difcompofed,  by  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
revolution  and  change. 

The  ficknefs  of  Aurungzebe  was  produdlive  of 
a  difcovery  of  importance,  to  a    monarch  of  his 
jealous  and  provident  difpofition.     He  found  that 
Shaw  AUum,  whom  he  had  defigned  for  his  fuc- 
ceffor  in  the  throne,  had  fhewn  more  engernefs  in 
forwarding  the  fchemes  of  his  own  ambition,  than 
anxiety    for  the  recovery  of  his   father.     He  alfo 
found,  from  the  reception  given  to  the  felicitations 
of  the  prince  by  the   nobility,  that    his  influence 
was  too  inconfiderable  to  fecure  to   him   the    un- 
dilhirbed  poflefTion  of  the  empire.     His  pride  was 
hurt  by  the    firfl:  ;    his   prudence  penetrated   into 
the  caufe  of  the  fecond.     He  had    long  thought 
the"feU-denial  of  his  fon  to  be  a  cloke  for  fome 
deep-laid  defign  ;  and  an  accident  had   convinced 
him  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  fufpected  before. 
The  mother  of  Shaw  Allum  was  only  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  petty  Raja.     Aurungzebe   had,    on   ac- 
count of  her  beauty,  taken  her  to  wife ;   but  the 
meannefs  of  her  birth  had  left  a  kind  of  difgrace 
on   her  fon   in  the  eyes  of   the  nobles,  who  re- 
V  red  the  high    blood    of  the   hoaife  of  Timur. 
The  emperor,    therefore,    in   his  youngefl  fon, 
found  a  remedy  agj^inll:  the  objedions  ol  the  no- 
bility to   Shaw   Allum.     That  prince  was  born  to 
Aurungzebe  by  the    daughter  of    Shaw   Nawaz, 
of  the  imperial  houfe    of  Sefi.     The  Perfian   no- 
bili'iv,  who  were  numerous   in  the  fervice  of  the 
empire,  dilcovered  a  great  attachment  to  Akbar  ; 
and  even  the  Moguls  preferred  him,  on  account  of 
the  purity  of  his  blood,    to  his   brother.     The 
ati"e<^tions  of  the  emperor  were  alfo  in  his  favour  ; 
and  he  now  ferioully  endeavoured  to  pave  his  way 
to  the  fucccllion. 
"Lrds"  When  the  family  of  Dara  had,  with  the  unfor- 

tunate   riririre.    fallen    irio    the    hands    of   Au- 
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rungzebe,  that  monarch  had,  at  the  requefl:  of  A.  D. 
his  father  and  the  princefs  Jehanara,  delivered  'j.^'^"*" 
over  the  only  daughter  of  Dara  into  their  hands.  1074. 
She  remained  in  the  prifon  at  Agra  with  her  """"^i  ^ 
grandfather.  Aurungzebe,  upon  his  recoverv* 
wrote  a  letter,  full  of  profeflions  of  regard,  to  his 
father  ;  and  he  concluded  it  v/ith  a  formal  demand 
of  the  daughter  of  Dara,  for  his  fon  Akbar ; 
hoping,  by  that  connection,  to  lecure  the  influ- 
ence of  the  young  prince  among  the  nobles. 
The  fierce  fpir't  ot  Shaw  Jrhan  took  tire ;  J<-h.a- 
nara's  indig.  aiion  arofe.  They  rejetled  the  pro^ 
pofition  wiih  dildain  ;  and  the  old  emperor  .re- 
turned for  anfwer.  That  the.  infolence  of  A.u- 
runjjzebe  was  equal  to  his  crimes.  Ihe.voung 
prmcefs,  was  in  the  mean  time,  alarmed.  She 
feared  force  where  intreaty  had  not  prevailed. 
She  concealed  a  dagger  in  her  boiom ;  and  de- 
clared, that  ibe  would  fuil'tr  death  a  hundred 
times  over,  before  Ihe  would  give  her  hand  10  the 
fon  of  her  father's  murderer.  Shaw  Jehan  did 
not  fail  to  acquaint  Aurungzebe  of  her  refolution,, 
in  her  own  words  ;  and  that  prince,  with  his 
ufual  prudence,  defifted  from  his  defign.  He 
even  took  no  notice  of  the  harflmefs  of  his.  fa- 
ther's letter.  He  wrote  to  him,  foon  after,  for 
fome  of  the  Imperial  jewels,  to  adorn  his  throne. 
"Let  him  govern  with  more  juftice,"  faid  Shaw^ 
Jehan  ;  "  for  equity  and  clemency  are  the  only 
jewels  that  can  adorn  a  throne.  I  am  weary  of 
his  avarice.  Let  me  hear  no  more  of  precious 
flones.  The  hammers  are  ready  which  will  crufh 
them  to  dult,  when  he  importunes  me  for  them 
again.'* 

Aurungzebe  received  the  reproaches  of  his  fa-  on  his  im- 
ther  with  his   wonted  coolnefs.     He   even    wrote  p' fo"ed 
back    to   Agra,  that  "    to    offend    the  emperor 
was  far  from   being  the  intention  of  his  dutiful 
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A  D.    fervant.     Let  Shaw  Jehan  keep  his  jewels,"  faid 
'J5^+-     he,  "  nay   more,  let  him  command   all  thofe   of 
,c-4.     Aurungzebe.     His  amufements  conftitute  a  part 
\>0^r—^  of  the  happinefs  of  his  fon.'*     The  old   emperor 
was  (truck  with  this  condud.     He  knew  it  to   be 
feigned  ;  but  the  power  of  his  fon  to  inforce  his 
requerts  gave   value   to  his  moderation.     He  ac- 
cordingly fent  to  him  a  prefent  of  jewels,  with  a 
part  of  the  enfigns    of    Imperial  dignity,    to   the 
value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
He    accompanied    them    with    a    fhort      letter : 
"  Takethefe,   which  I  am    deftined  to    wear  no 
more.     Your  fortune  has  prevailed. — But  your 
moderation  has  more   power    than   your   fortune 
over  Shaw  Jehan.     Wear  them  with  dignity  ;  and 
make  fome  amends  to   your  family  for  their  mif- 
fortunes,  by   your  own  renown."       Aurungzebe 
burll  into  tears  upon    the  occafion  ;  and  he  was 
thought  fincere.     'J'he    fpoils    of  Suja  were,    on 
the  fame  day,  prefen'ed  at  the  foot  of  his  thronCo 
His  fears   beint;   now  removed,    there  was  room 
left  for  humanity.     He  ordered  them   from   his 
fight,  and  then  retirt^d,  in   a    melancholy   mood, 
from  the  hall  of  audience. 
Shaw  Ai         During  thefe  tranf.ictions   at   court,  Shaw  Al- 
foTh***^"     lum  was  commiflioned  by  his    father  to    take  the 
Decar;      command  ot  the  Impcrrial    armv   in    the    Decan ; 
Shaiila  being    rendered    unfit  (or  that  charge  by 
the   wounds  which  he  h^d  received    from  the   af- 
fafilns,  armtrd  againft  him  by   the    Maraja.     The 
forwardncfs  of    the     prince   in    making  a    party 
durimr  his  father's  illnefs,  adhered  to  the  mind  of 
Aurungzebe  ;  but  he  concealed  his  fentiments  on 
that  fubjedt.     There,  however,    fubfificd  a  cool- 
nefs,  which  the  accurate  oblervtrs  of  human  na- 
ture  could   plainly   perceive,  in  the    conduft   of 
the  emperor  ;  and  his  abridging  the    power    and 
revenue  of  his   fon,  when   he  appointed  him  to 
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the  government  of  the  Decan,  fhewed  that  he 
diftrufted  his  loyalty.  Men,  who  are  willing  to 
fuppofe  that  Aurungzebe  facrificed  every  other 
paffion  to  ambition,  affirm,  that  he  became  even 
carelefs  about  the  life  of  his  fon;  and  they  re- 
late a  (lory  to  fupport  the  jullice  of  the  obferva- 
tion.  A  lion  ifluing  from  a  foreft  not  far  dif- 
tant  from  Delhi,  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  in 
the  open  country.  The  emperor,  in  an  aflembly 
of  the  nobles,  coolly  ordered  his  fon  to  bring 
him  the  fkin  of  the  lion  ;  without  permitting  him 
to  make  the  neceflary  preparations  for  this  dan- 
gerous fpecies  of  hunting.  Shaw  Allum,  whofe 
courage  was  equal  to  his  refervednefs  and  mode- 
ration, cheerfully  obeyed  ;  and  when  the  mafter 
of  the  huntfmen  propofed  to  provide  him  with 
nets,  he  faid  :  "  No ;  Aurungzebe,  when  at  my 
age,  feared  not  to  attack  any  beaft  of  prey, 
without  formal  preparations."  He  fucceeded  in 
his  attempt ;  and  brought  the  lion's  fkin  to  his 
father. 

The  arrival  of  the  prince  in  the  Decan  fuper-  and  Mo- 
feded  the  Maraja,  who,  during  the  illnefs  of  Sha-  cizerat! 
ifta,  commanded  the  army.  He  i  equefled  to  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  government  of  Guze- 
rat;  but  it  had  been  conferred  upon  Mohibet. 
This  lord,  during  the  troubles  which  convulfed 
the  empire,  remained  quiet  in  his  government  of 
the  city  and  province  of  Cabul.  He  retained  his 
loyalty  to  Shaw  Jehan  j  and  executed  the  duties 
of  his  office  in  the  name  of  that  prince.  After 
the  death  of  Dara,  and  the  flight  of  Suja  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  empire,  he  faw^  an  end  to  all 
the  hopes  of  the  reftoration  of  his  ancient  lord. 
He,  therefore,  began  to  liften  to  the  propofals 
of  Aurungzebe.  That  prince  informed  him, 
that  inftead  of  his  being  offended  at  his  attach- 
ment to  his  ancient   lord,  he   was  much  pleafed 

with 
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with  his  loyalty.  That  fuch  honour,  condud, 
and  bravery,  as  thofe  of  Mohabet,  far  from  raifing 
the  jealoufy  of  the  reigning  prince,  were  deemed 
by  him  as  valuable  acquifitions  to  his  empire  ; 
and  that  to  (hew  the  fmcerity  of  his  profeflions, 
he  had  fent  him  a  commiflion  to  govern,  in  quali- 
ty of  viceroy,  the  opulent  kingdom  of  Guzerat. 
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CHAP.     V. 


Recovery  of  the  emperor — Progrefs  to  Cajh?nire-— 
Dijlurbances  in  Guzerat — Conqueji  of  Jffam — 
Death  and  chara£ler  of  Meer  Jumla — hfurrec- 
tion  of  Fakiers — quelled — An  univerfal  peace — 
Death  of  the  prince  Mahommed — War  with  Se- 
w^ji — Death  of  the  emperor  Shaw  yehdn — 
Anecdotes  of  his  prrcatc  life — Grief  of  Aurung- 
zebe — Strange  conduct  and  flight  of  Sewdji — The 
Maraja  difcontented — War  againft  Arracdn — 
Chittagong  reduced. 

1  HOUGH    Aurungzebe  was  judged   out    of    A.  d. 
danger  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  his  illnefs,  his  dif-      nfj;' 
order  hung  upon  him  for  more  than  two  months.     1074. 
His   application  to   bufmefs  was  an  enemv  to  the  ^"^    ''      ' 
fpeed)   reiloration  of  his    health  ;   but  the  annual  of  the  em- 
rains,  which  commenced  in  July,  having  render-  P"°^' 
ed  the  air  more  cool,  his  fever  entirely   left  him, 
and  he  foon  regained  his  former  ftrength.     His 
phyficians  advifed  him  to  avoid,  by  an  expedition 
to  Cafhmire,  the  heat  of  the  enfuing  feafon ;  and 
his  favourite  filler   Rochinara,  whofe  counfel   he 
generally   followed,  being  very  defirous  of  vifit- 
ing  that  delightful   country,    perfuaded  him    to 
prepare  for  his  progrefs.     The  affairs  of  the  em- 
pire had  become  fettled  with  his  returning  health. 

The 
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A.  D.  The  hopes  of  novelty  had  fubfided  in  the  minds 
nf*  ^^  ^^^  people  ;  and  the  precifion  with  which  go- 
1074      vernment  was  carried   on,  left  room   for  neither 

"^-^r"^^  their  hopes  nor  their  fears,  i  he  fuperficial 
judges  of  things  however  blamed  the  emperor 
for  quitting  the  centre  of  his  dominions ;  whilfl 
his  father  remained  a  prifoner  in  his  own  capital. 
Aurungzebe  judged  of  the  future  by  the  paft  ; 
the  nobles  were  tired  of  revolution  and  war,  and 
the  vulgar  are  feldom  mutinous  or  troublefome, 
where  no  glaring  oppreffion  exifts. 

grefj'"'  About  the  middle  of  December  1644,  the  em- 

peror, after  a  tedious  preparation  for  his  progrefs, 
left  Delhi  ;  and  moved  touard  Lahore,  at  which 
city  he  arrived,  by  flow  marches,  at  the  end  of  fe- 
ven  weeks.  The  army  which  accompanied  him 
in  this  tour,  confifted  of  near  fifty  thoufand  men, 
exclufive  of  the  retinues  of  his  nobles,  and  the 
neceflary  followers  of  the  camp.  Iht  heavy  bag- 
gage and  artillery  kept  the  common  highway, 
but  the  emperor  himfelf  deviated  often  into  the 
country,  to  enjoy  the  diverfion  of  hunting.  The 
princefs  Rochinara,  fond  of  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence, was  indulged  in  her  favourite  pafTion  by 
the  fplendor  of  her  cavalcade.  The  emperor, 
who  in  a  great  meafure  owed  his  fuccefs  to  the 
intelligence  which  fhe  had  from  time  to  time 
tranfmitted  to  him  from  the  haram,  (hewed  him- 
felf grateful.  Her  jealoufy  of  the  influence  of 
Jehanara  over  her  father  firft:  attached  her  to  the 
interefls  of  Aurungzebe ;  and  the  partiality  (hewn 
by  her  filler  to  Dara,  naturally  threw  Rochinara 
into  the  fcale  of  his  foe.  Her  abilities  rendered 
her  fit  for  politics  and  intrigue  ;  and  the  warmth 
of  her  conftitution,  which  ihe  could  not  confe- 
crate  to  pleafure,  adapted  her  for  bufmefs  and. 
adion. 

The 
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The  progrefs  of  the  prince  did  not  obflru(Sl  the     A  n. 
necefiary  bufinefs  of  the  ftare.     Attended  by   all      'j^f^' 
his  officers,   the    decifions  of    each  department      !074. 
were  carried  from   the    camp  to  every   corner  of  "T^TCT"*' 
the  empire.     Expreffes  flood  ready  on  horfeback  mire. 
at  every  ifage  ;  and  the    Imperial  mandates  w^re 
difpatched  to   the    various   provinces    as    foon  as 
they  were  fealed    in   the  tent  of  audience.      Ihe 
nob'es,  as  was  cuftomary  in  the  capital,  attended 
daily   the  prefence ;  and    appeals    were    dilcufled 
every  morning  as  regularly  as   when  the  emperor 
remained  at  Delhi.     The  petitioners  folio v\'ed  the 
court ;  and    a   fmall  allowance   from   the  public 
treafury  was  affigned  to  them,  as  a  compensation 
for  their   additional  expence  in   attending;  the  Im» 
perial  camp.     In  tiiis  manner  Aurungzebe  arriv- 
ed at  Cafhmire.     The  beauty,  the  cool  and    falu- 
brious  air  of  that  country,  induced   him  to  relax 
his    mind  for  a  fhort  time  from   bufinefs.     He 
wandered  over  that  charming  valley,  after  a  vari- 
ety of  pleafures  ;  and  he  foon  recovered  that  vi- 
gour  of  con  iitution  which  his.  attention  to  public 
bufinefs,  as  well  as  his    late  ficknefs,   had  grtatiy 
impaired. 

'i  he  univerfal  peace  which  had  encourac^e.?  the  Diflurb 
emperor  to  undertake  his  progrefs  to  Caihmire,  ""^" 
was  not  of  long  continuance.  Diilurbances  broke 
out  in  the  kingdom  of  Guzerat.  The  Rajas  of 
the  mountains,  thinking  the  tribute  which  ti.ey 
paid  to  the  empire  too  high,  lebelled.  Rai 
Singh  was  chofen  chief  of  the  confederacy.  They 
joined  their  forces,  and  ifluing  from  their  narrow 
valleys,  prefented  a  confider;;ble  army  in  the 
open  country.  Cuttub,  a  general  of  experience, 
was  ordered  againftthem  with  the  troops  Itationed 
in  the  adjacent  provinces.  He  arrived  before  the 
rebels,  and  encamped  in  their  prefence.  Both 
armies  entrenched  themfelveg,  and  watched    the 

motions 
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A.  D,  motions  of  each  other.  The  commanders  were 
1665.  determined  not  to  fight  at  a  difadvantage ;  and 
,075!      they  continued  to  harafs  one  another  with  flying 

'^-'-^r^-'  parties,  whilft  the  main  bodies  remained  in  their 
refpe6live  camps.  SHght  fkirmifhes  happened 
every  day,  in  which  neither  fide  arrogated  to 
themfelves  any  great  advantage. 

in  uzerat  r^^^^  mountaineers,  being  chiefly  of  the  Raja- 
put  tribe,  at  length  refolved  to  continue  no 
longer  inadive.  The  nights,  being  lighted  with 
the  increafing  moon,  were  unfuitable  for  a 
furprize ;  but  an  accident  happened  which  fa« 
voured  their  defigns.  Under  the  cover  of  a  fly- 
ing fliower,  they  fell  upon  the  Moguls.  Advanc- 
ing in  a  cloud,  they  came  unperceived  to  the 
intrenchments ;  and  many  had  clambered  over  the 
walls  before  the  ftntries  gave  the  alarm.  A  fud- 
den  tumult  and  confufion  flew  over  the  camp  ; 
and  a  dreadful  flaughter  commenced.  The  Mo- 
guls had  no  time  either  to  arm  or  to  form.  The 
horfes  broke  loofe  from  their  piquets,  and  ruflied, 
in  diforder,  over  men,  and  tents,  and  baggage, 
and  arms.  Some  who  had  mounted  were  thrown 
headlong  with  their  horfes  over  the  tent-ropes, 
and  other  embarraiTments  of  the  camp. 

quelled.         ^  £^^  -^^  ^^^q  mean  time  oppofed  the  enemy  in 

a  tumultuous  manner.  The  Rajaputs  themfelves 
were  in  diforder.  The  confufion  and  terror  of 
the  fcene  intimidated  all.  They  withdrew  on 
both  fides ;  as  they  could  not  diftinguifh  friends 
from  foes.  The  night  was  full  of  horror.  Every 
heart  beat  with  fear  ;  every  tongue  joined  in  the 
uproar ;  every  eye  looked  impatiently  for  day. 
The  light  of  morning  at  length  appeared ;  and 
a  fudden  fhout  from  both  armies  gave  tefl:i- 
mony  of  their  joy.  Preferring  certain  danger  to 
evils  which  they  could  not  diftinguifli  clearly,  each 
fide,  on  the  approach  of  battle,  difcovered  that  ele- 
vation 
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vatlon  of  fpirit  which  others  derive  from  viclory,     a.  d. 
The  rebels  renewed  the  attack,  but  the  Imperial      !^^5- 
general,  who  had  improved  the  fuipenfion  of  bat-      1075. 
tie,  was    now   prepared  to   receive    them.      Rai  ^— ■^-^•' 
Ijingh,  with   a  body  of   his  officers,  charged    in 
the   front  of    the    Rajaputs,    and   fuftained  the 
whole  (hock  of  the  Moguls.     Three  hundred  per- 
fons  of  rank,  with  Rai  Singh,  the  general  cf  the 
confederates,  lay   dead  on  the  field  ;  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  their  fi^llowers    were  flain,  the  remaining 
part  of  the  rebels  having  fled,  and  left  their  camp 
(landing  to    the  victors.     The  Imperial    general 
purfued  the  fugitives  into  their    mountains  ;  and, 
in  the  fpace  of    fix   months,    he   reduced    their 
whole    country,    and,  depriving    the    princes    of 
their   hereditary  jurifdidions,    he    fubjeded    the 
people  to  the  authority   of  temporary   governors, 
who  derived  their  power  from  Aurungzebe. 

During  thefe   tranfa£lions   in    the   north    and  invaficnof 
weft,    Jumla    continued   in   the    government   of 
Bengal.     After  the  total  defeat  and  flight  of  Su- 
ja,  he  returned  to  the  capital  of  his  province  to 
regulate  public  affairs,  thrown  into  confufion  by 
a  length  of  hoftilities.   Aurungzebe.jealous  of  the 
great  power  and  rep  it.:ioa  of  jumla,  had  fignified 
to  that  lord,  that  his  prelence  in  the  capital  uould 
be  foon  neceflTary  for  difcharging  the  aunes  of  his 
high  office  of  vifier.     He   at  the  fame   time  in- 
formed him,  that  he  longed  much  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  expreffing    in  perfon  the  high   fenfe 
which   he    entertained   of   his    eminent  fervices.  • 
Jumla,  who  preferred  the  pomp  and  adivity  of  the 
field  to  the  fedentary  bufinefs  of  theclofet,  fignified 
to   the  emperor  his   defire  of  continuing  in    his 
province  ;  pointing  out  a  fervice,  from  which  the 
empire  might  derive    great   advantage,    and  he 
himfelf  confiderable  honour. 

Aurungzebe, 
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A.  D.  Aurungzebe,  who  was  unwilling  to  difcover 
l^!^5-  his  jealouly  to  a  man  whom  he  efleemed  as  well 
1075.  as  feared,  acquiefced  in  the  propofals  of  Jumla. 
^"■'^r'*-^  He,  however,  refolved  to  point  out  to  that  lord 
dom  "^'  an  enemy,  which  might  divert  him  from  any 
defigns  he  might  have  to  fortify  himfelf  in  the 
rich  and  ftrong  kingdom  of  Bengal  againft  the 
empire.  An  army  inured  to  war  were  devoted 
to  Jumla  ;  and  his  ambition  was  not  greater  than 
his  ability  to  gratify  it  in  the  higheft  line.  To 
the  north  of  Bengal  lies  the  rich  province  of 
AlTam,  which  discharges  the  great  river  Baram- 
putre  into  the  branch  of  the  Ganges  which  pafles 
by  Dacca.  The  king  of  Afiam,  falling  down 
this  river  in  his  fleet  of  boats,  had,  during  the 
civil  wars,  not  only  ravaged  the  lov*er  Bengal, 
but  appropriated  to  himfelf  what  part  of  that 
country  lies  between  the  Ganges  at  Dacca  and 
the  mountains  which  environ  AlTam.  His  power 
and  wealth  made  him  an  objed  of  glory  as  well 
as  of  plunder;  and  Jumla  received  an  imperial 
mandate  to  march  againfl  him  with  his  army. 
ofAffam.  Jumla,  having  filed  off  his  troops  by  fquadrons 
toward  Dacca,  joined  them  at  that  city ;  and, 
embarking  them  on  the  Baramputre,  moved  up 
into  the  country  which  the  king  of  Aflam  had 
long  fuljecled  to  depredation.  No  enemy  appear- 
ed in  the  held.  1  hey  had  withdrawn  to  the  for- 
trefs  of  Azo,  which  the  king  had  built  on  the 
fide  of  the  mountains  which  looks  toward  Ben- 
gal. Jumla  inverted  the  place,  and  forced  the 
garrifon  to  furrender  at  difcretion  ;  then  entering 
the  mountains  of  Affam,  defeated  the  king  in  a 
pitched  battle,  and  befieged  him  in  his  capital  of 
Kirganu.  The  vanquifhed  prince  was  foon  oblig- 
ed to  leave  the  city,  with  all  its  wealth,  to  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  to  take  refuge,  with 
a  few  adherents,  in   the  mountains  of  LafTa.     In 

many 
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many  nuval  conf.ids  on  the  river  and  great  lakes,     A  n. 
through  Vvhich  it  llowed,  Jumla  came  off  vii^ori-      'j^'f|" 
ous  ;  and  the  fmall  forts  on  the  banks  fell  fuccei-      107^ 
fively  into  his  hands.  '^'"'^    * 

Thus  tar  fuccefs  attended  the  arms  of  Jumla.  Re-reu, 
But  the  rainy  feafon  came  on  with  unufual  vio- 
lence, and  covered  the  valley  which  forms  the 
province  of  Ailam,  with  water.  There  was  no 
room  left  for  retreating  ;  none  for  advancing  be- 
yond Kirganu.  The  mountains  around  were  in^ 
volved  in  tempell,  and,  befides,  were  full  of  foes. 
The  king,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Imperialifts, 
removed  the  grain  to  the  hills  ;  and  the  cattle 
were  driven  away.  DiRrefs,  in  every  form,  at- 
tacked the  army  of  Jumla.  They  had  wealth, 
but  they  were  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  of 
every  thing  neceffary  for  fupporring  them  in  the 
country  till  the  return  of  the  fair  feafon.  To 
remain  was  impofiible  :  to  retreat  almoft  imprac- 
ticable. The  king  had  deftroyed  the  roads  in  the 
paffes  of  the  mountains  ;  and  he  haraffed  the  march 
of  the  Imperialifts  with  inceffant  fkirmifnes. 
Jumla,  in  the  mean  time,  conducted  his  meafures 
with  his  wonted  abilities  and  prudence  ;  and  car- 
ried back  his  army,  covered  with  glory,  and  load- 
ed with  wealth,  into  the  territory  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  mountains  from  Bengal. 

ExprelTes  carried  the  news  of  the  fuccefs  of '^^^*' 
Jumla  to  the  emperor.  He  acquainted  Aurung- 
zebe  that  he  had  opened  a  pafiage,  which,  in 
another  feafon,  might  lead  his  arms  to  the  borders 
of  China.  Elated  with  this  profpect  of  extend- 
ing his  conquefts,  he  began  to  levy  forces,  and 
difpatched  orders  to  Ju  ida  to  be  in  readinefs 
for  the  field  by  the  return  of  the  feafon.  But  the 
death  of  that  general  put  an  end  to  this  wild  de- 
fign.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Azo,  a  dreadful  fick- 
nefs  prevailed  in    the  army,  and  he    himfelf  fell 

a  vidim 
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A.  D.  a  vidim  to  the  epidemic  malady  which  carried  oiF 
^f^-  his  troops.  Though  the  death  of  Jumla  relieved 
1075.      the  emperor  of  fome  of  his  political  fears,  he  was 

^*-^r~"^^  afFeded  by  an  event  which  he  neither  expected 
nor  vvilhed.  He  owed  much  to  the  friendfhip  of 
that  great  man  ;  he  admired  his  abilities  and  re- 
nown in  arms. 

an<\  cha-         Though   Jumla  arofe  to  the  fummit  of  great- 

Juinla?  ^^^^  from  a  low  degree,  mankind  afrribed  his 
elevation  lefs  to  his  fortune  than  to  his  great 
parts.  Prudent,  penetrating,  and  brave,  he  ex-  • 
celled  all  the  commanders  of  his  age  and  country 
in  condud,  in  fagacity,  and  in  fpirit.  During 
a  war  of  ten  years,  when  he  commanded  the  army 
of  the  king  of  Tillingana,  he  reduced  the  Car- 
natic  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  with  all 
their  forts  ;  fome  of  which  are  Ihll  impre'C^nable 
againfl  all  the  difcipline  of  Europeans.  He  was 
calculated  for  the  intri'ijues  of  the  cabinet,  as  well 
as  for  the  llratagems  of  the  field.  He  was  wife 
in  planning  ;  bold  in  execution  ;  niall'er  of  his 
mind  in  aclion,  though  eleva»:ed  with  all  the 
fire  of  valour.  In  his  private  life  he  v/as  amiable 
and  humane;  in  his  public  tranfadions  dignitied 
and  juft.  Hedifdained  to  ufe  ungenerous  means 
againft  his  enemies;  and  he  even  exprefled  his 
joy  upon  the  efcape  of  vSuja  from  his  arms.  He 
was,  upon  the  whole,  equal  in  abilities  to  Au- 
rungzebe,  with  no  part  of  the  duplicity  which 
Ifanipt  fome  of  the  a£lions  of  that  prince  with 
meanncfs.  Jumla,  to  his  death,  retained  the 
name  of  Vlfier,  though  the  duties  of  the  office 
were  dilcharged  by  Raja  Ragnatta,  who  did  not 
long  fuTv'ive  him. 

Infurrec-  '^YiQ  fecurity  which  Aurungzcbe  acquired  by 
the  defeat  of  fo  many  formidable  rivals,  was  dif- 
turbed  from  a  quarter  which  added  ridicule  to 
danger.     In  the  territory  of  the  prince  of  Marwar, 

near 
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near  the  city  of  Nagur,  there  lived  an  old  woman, 
who  was  arrived  at  the  eightieth  year  of  her 
age.  She  poffefled  a  confiderable  hereditary  ef- 
tate,  nnd  had  accumulated,  by  penurv,  a  great 
fum  of  money.  Being  feized  with  a  fit  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  fhe  became  all  oi  a  fudden  prodigal  of  her 
wealth.  Fakiers  and  (lurdy  beggars,  under  a 
pretence  of  religion,  to  the  number  of  five  thou- 
iand,  gathered  round  her  caftle,  and  received 
her  bounty.  Thefe  vagabonds,  not  fatisfied  with 
what  the  old  woman  bellowed  in  charity,  armed 
themfelves,  and  making  predatory  excurfions 
into  the  country,  returned  with  fpoil  to  the 
houfe  of  their  patronefs,  where  they  mixed  intem- 
perance and  riot  with  devotion.  The  people, 
oppreffed  by  thefe  fandlified  robbers,  rofe  upon 
them,  but  they  were  defeated  with  great  flaugh- 
ter. 

Repeated  difaflers  of  the  fame  kind  were  at  of 
laft  attributed  to  the  power  of  enchantment.  This 
ridiculous  opinion  gaining  ground,  fear  became 
predominant  in  the  opponents  of  the  Fakiers.  The 
banditti,  acquiring  confidence  from  their  fuccefs, 
burnt  and  deflroyed  the  country  for  many  leagues  ; 
and  furrounded  the  caftle  of  the  pretended  in- 
chantrefs  with  a  defert.  The  Raja  marched  againfl: 
them  with  his  native  troops,  but  was  defeated ; 
the  coUedors  of  the  Imperial  revenue  attacked 
them,  but  they  were  forced  to  give  way.  A  re- 
port prevailed,  and  was  eagerly  believed  by  the 
multitude,  that  on  a  certain  day  of  the  moon, 
the  old  lady  ufed  to  cook  in  the  Ikull  of  an  enemy, 
a  mefs  compofed  of  owls,  bats,  fnakes,  lizards, 
human  flefh,  and  other  horrid  ingredients,  which 
fhe  diftributed  to  her  followers.  This  abomina- 
ble meal,  it  was  believed  by  the  rabble,  had  the 
furprifing  effefl:  of  not  only  rendering  them  void 
of  all  fear  themfelves,  and  of  infpiring  their  ene- 
mies 
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A.  D.  mies  with  terror,  but  even  of  making  them  invi- 
[!^*^;  fible  in  the  hour  of  battle,  when  they  dealt  their 
•  <^-5.     deadly  blows  around. 

"^:^'  '  Their  numbers  being  now  encreafed  to  twenty 
thouland,  this  motley  army,  with  an  old  woman 
at  their  head,  direded  their  march  toward  the 
capital.  Biflamia,  for  that  was  her  name,  was 
a  commander  full  of  cruelty.  She  covered  her 
loute  with  murder  and  devaftation,  and  hid  her 
rear  in  the  fmoke  of  burning  villages  and  towns. 
Having  advanced  to  Narnoul,  about  five  days 
journey  from  Agra,  the  collector  of  the  reve- 
nue in  that  place  oppoled  her  with  a  force,  and 
was  totally  defeated.  1  he  affair  was  now  become 
ferious,  and  commanded  ihe  attention  of  the  em- 
peror. He  found  that  the  minds  of  the  foldiers 
were  tainted  with  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 
and  he  thought  it  neceitary  to  combat  Biltamia 
with  weapons  like  her  own.  Sujait  was  ordered 
againfl:  the  rebels.  The  emperor,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  army,  delivered  to  that  general,  bil- 
lets written  with  his  own  hand,  which  were  faid 
to  contain  magical  incantations.  His  reputation 
for  fanctlty  was  at  lead  equal  to  that  of  Biflamia  y 
and  he  ordered  a  billet  to  be  carried  on  the 
point  of  a  fpear  before  each  fquadron,  uhich  the 
foldiers  were  made  to  believe  would  counteract 
the  enchantments  of  the  enemy.  The  credulity 
which  induced  them  to  dread  the  witchcraft  of 
the  old  woman,  gave  them  confidence  in  the  pre- 
tended charm  of  Aurungzebe. 

quslled.  The    Fakiers,  after  their  vidory   at   Narnoul, 

thought  of  nothing  but  the  empire  for  their 
aged  leader.  Having  rioted  upon  the  fpoils  of 
the  country  for  ftveral  days,  they  iolemnly  raifed 
Bifiamia  to  the  throne;  which  gave  them  an  ex- 
cufe  for  fellivity.  In  the  midlt  of  their  intempe- 
rate joy,      Suj7.it    made  his    appearance.     They 

fouL^ht 
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fought  with  the  fury  of  fanatics ;  but  when  the 
idea  of  fupernatural  aid  was  difpelled  from  the 
minds  of  the  Imperialifts,  the  Fakiers  were  not  a 
match  for  their  fwords.  It  was  not  a  battle,  but 
a  confufed  carnage  :  a  few  owed  thttir  lives  to  the 
mercy  of  Sujait,  the  reft  met  the  death  which 
they  deferred.  Aurun^zebe,  when  he  received 
Sujait,  after  his  victory,  could  nor  help  fmiling 
at  the  ridicule  thrown  upon  his  arms,  by  the  op- 
pofition  of  an  old  woman  at  the  head  of  a  naked 
army  of  mendicants.  "  1  find,'*  faid  he,  "  that  too 
much  religion  among  the  vulgar,  is  as  dangerous 
as  too  little  in  a  mona'-ch.'*  The  emperor,  upon 
this  occafion,  a6led  the  part  of  a  great  prince, 
who  turns  the  paliions  and  fuperRirions  of  man- 
kind, to  the  accomplifliment  of  his  own  defigns. 
It  was  more  eafy  to  counterasfl  the  power,  than 
to  explode  the  dodrine  of  witchcraft. 

The  feafon  of  peace  and  public  happinefs  af-  An  uni- 
fords  few  materials  for  hiftory.  Had  not  the  rage  peace. 
of  conqueft  inflamed  mankind,  ancient  times 
would  have  pafled  away  in  filence,  and  unknown, 
^ras  are  marked  by  battles,  by  the  rife  of  ftates, 
the  fall  of  empires,  and  the  evils  of  human  life. 
Years  of  tranquillity  being  diftinguifhed  by  no 
ftriking  object,  are  foon  loft  to  the  fight.  The 
mind  delights  only  in  the  relation  of  tranfactions 
which  contribute  to  information,  or  awaken  its 
tender  paftions.  We  wiiTi  to  live  in  a  peaceable 
age  ;  but  we  read  with  moft  pleafiare  the  hiftory 
of  times  abounding  with  revohiiions  and  impor- 
tant events.  A  general  tranquillity  now  prevail- 
ed over  the  empire  of  Hindoitan.  Aurungzebe, 
pleafed  with  the  falubrious  air  of  Caftimire,  con- 
tinued long  in  that  romantic  country.  Nothing 
marKS  the  annais  of  that  period,  but  a  few 
changes  m  tiie  departments  of  the  court,  and  in 
the  ^over.iments  of  provinces ;  which,  though  of 
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A.  D.     fome  importance  to  the   natives  of  India,  would 
wf^      furnifh  no  amulement  in  Europe. 
1075.  In  the   feventh    year  of  the  emperor's   reign, 

y^< — ^  his  fon  the  prince  Mahommed  died  in  prifon  in  the 
the^pr'nce  caftle  of  Gualiar.  Impatient  under  his  confinement, 
Mahom-  his  health  had  been  long  upon  the  decline  ;  and 
"^*  ■  grief  at  lafl:  put  an  end  to  misfortune  which  the 
pafTions  of  youth  had  begun.  His  favourite 
wife,  the  daughter  of  Suja,  was  the  companion  of 
his  melancholy  ;  and  fhe  pined  away  with  for- 
row,  as  being  the  caufe  of  the  unhappy  fate  of 
her  lord.  Mahommed  had  long  fupported  his 
fpirits  with  the  hopes  that  his  father  would 
relent ;  but  the  ficknefs  of  the  emperor,  during 
which  he  had  named  another  prince  to  the  throne, 
confirmed  him  that  his  crime  was  not  to  be  for- 
given. Mahommed,  though  violent  in  the  nobler 
paflions  of  the  human  mind,  was  in  his  private 
character  generous,  friendly  and  humane.  He 
loved  battle  for  its  dangers ;  he  defpifed  glory 
which  was  not  purchafed  with  peril.  He  was 
even  difappointed  when  an  enemy  fled  ;  and  was 
heard  to  fay,  That  to  purfue  fugitives  was  only 
the  bufinefs  of  a  coward.  But  he  was  unfit  for 
the  cabinet ;  and  rather  a  good  partizan,  than  a 
great  general  in  the  field.  He  had  boldnefs  to 
execute  any  undertaking,  but  he  wanted  pru- 
dence to  plan.  Had  his  warm  difpofition  been 
tempered  by  length  of  years,  he  might  have 
made  a  fplendid  figure.  But  he  was  overfet  by 
the  paflions  of  youth,  before  experience  had  poif- 
ed  his  mind. 
War  with  The  war  with  Sevvaji  the  prince  of  Cokin,  on 
.twaji.  ^j^^  coafl  of  Malabar,  whic!i  had  been  for  fome 
time  difcontinued,  broke  out  this  year  with  re- 
doubled violence.  'J'he  attempt  of  the  Maraja 
upon  the  life  of  Shaifta,  though  no  proof  could 
be  carried  home  to  that  prince,  had   induced  Au- 
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rungzebe  to  recal  him  with  all  his    native  forces.     A.  D. 
He  would  no  lon^jer  truft  his  affairs   in  the  hands       u^'^* 
of  a  man,  whofe  violent  paiiions  could  not   fpare      1076. 
the  life  of  a  perfon  with  whom   he  lived  in  the  ^-"^^    '^ 
habits    of    friendfliip.      A  truce,  rather    than    a 
folid  peace,  had  been  patched  up  with  the  enemy  ; 
but  iheir    love   of    depredaticm    overcame    their 
public  faith.     The  prince   of  Cokin  made  incur- 
fions  into  the  Decan  ;  and  complaints  of  his  hof- 
tilities  were  carried, to  Aurungzebe.     Under  the 
joint   command   of  the  Raja,  Joy  Singh  and   Di- 
lere,  a    conGdcrabie    force    was  fent  againft:   the 
enemy.     He  fled  before  them,  and   they  entered 
his  country   at   his  heels.     The   ftrong   holds  of 
his   dominions  foon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Im- 
perialifts.     Sewaji  and  his  fon  furrendered  them- 
felves  to  Joy  Singh,  and  fent  them  under  an  efcort 
to  Delhi  ;    to  vi'hich  city   the   emperor  was   now 
returned,  after  his  long  abfence  in  the  north. 

The  emperor  Shaw  Jehan,  after  an  imprifon-  neathef 
ment  of  feven  years,  ten  months  and  ten  days,  ^haw  je- 
died  at  Agra  on  the  fecond  of  February,  1666. 
The  fame  diforder  which  had  lofl:  to  him  the 
empire,  was  the  caufe  of  his  death.  He  languiCn- 
ed  under  it  for  fifteen  days  ;  and  expired  in 
the  arms  of  his  daughter  Jehanara,  his  faithful 
friend  and  companion  in  his  confinement. 
Though  Aurungz.'be  had  kept  him  with  all  ima- 
ginable caution  in  the  citadel  of  Agra,  he  was 
always  treated  with  diftinclion,  tendernefs  and 
refpecl.  Tne  enfigns  of  his  former  dignity  re- 
mained to  him ;  he  had  ftill  his  palace,  and  his 
garden  of  pleafure.  No  diminurion  had  been 
made  in  the  number  of  his  domeilics.  He  re- 
tained all  his  women,  fingers.,  dancers  and  fer- 
vants  of  every  kind  The  animals,  in  which  he 
formerly  de'sghted,  were  brought  regularly  into 
his   prefence.     He   was  gratified   with  the  fight 
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A.  D.    of  fine  horfes,  wild  beafts,  and  birds  of   prey. 
r656.     BQt   he    long   continued    melancholy;    nothing 
1076.     coalJ  make  a  recompence  for  his   lofs   of  power. 
^^--^r-^^  He  for  feveral  years  could  not  bear  to   hear  the 
name  of  Aurungzebe,    without  breaking    forth 
into  rage  ;  and,  even  till  his   death,  none  durft 
mention  his  fon  as  emperor  of  Hindoftan. 
Anecdotes      -phey  had  endeavoured  to   conceal   from  him 
the   death  of  Dara,    but  he  knew  it   from  the 
tears  of  Jehanara.     The  particulars   of  the  me- 
lancholy  fate  of   his  favourite   fon,  made   fuch 
an   impreflion  on  his   mind,  that,  abfent  in  the 
violence  of  his  paffion,  he   took  his  fword,  and 
rufhed  to  the   gate   of  the  palace.     But  it   was 
(hut;    and  reminded  him  of  his  lofl   condition. 
Though  the  rebellion  of  Suja  had   enraged   him 
av^ainft  that  prince,  he  lofl:  his  wrath  in  the  fu- 
pen'or  crimes  of   Aurungzebe.     He   heard   with 
eagertiefs  every  turn  of  fortune  in   Bengal ;  and 
when    the   flight   of   Suja   from    that    kingdom 
reached   his  ears,  he  abflained   from  eating  for 
two  days.     He,  however,  comforted  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  his  return  ;  and,  eager  for  the   re- 
vt'nge  of  his    wrongs  upon   Aurungzebe,  he  at- 
tena'^d  with  joy  and  fatisfaftion  to  the  vague  re- 
ports   which  were  propagated  concerning  the  ap- 
pearance'   ^f  ^'^  ^^^»  ^^  various  provinces  of  the 
empire.     , 'Accounts    of  the  death  of   Suja  came 
the  year  btt-''^^^  ^^^  father's  death.     He  burft  into 
a  flood  of  ttai's  •  "  ^^^s !"  faid  he,  "  could  not 
the  Raja  of  Arr  "^^^"^  leave  one  fon  to  Suja  to  re- 
venge his  grandfai.  ^^^• 
of  his  Aurungzebe,  whc'ther  from  pity  or  defign   is 

uncertain,  took  varioi'^s  means  to  footh  the  me- 
lancholy of  his  father,  '^^^  to  reconcile  him  to 
his  own  ufurpaiion.  To  ^-^.-iprers  his  tendernefs 
for  him,  was  infult  ;  he  th '.refore  flattered  his 
pride.  He  afl'eded  to  confult  .'ji'n  on  all  impor- 
tant aflTairs.     He  wrote  him  letit.^3  requefl:ing  his 
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advice;  declaring  that  he  reckoned  himfelf  only    ad. 
his  vicegerent  in  the  empire.     Thefe   artful  ex-     'j^^'^' 
prefllons,  and  the  abfence  of  every  appearance  of     1076. 
reftraint  on  his  conduct,  made  at  laft  an  impreffion  ^"''"''"^-^ 
npon  his  mind.     But  Aurungzebe,  building  too 
much  upon  the  fuccefs  of  his  art,  had  almolt,  by 
his  demand  of  the  daughter  of   Dara  for  his  fon, 
ruined  all  the  progrefs  which  he  had  made.     His 
apology  for  what  his  father  called  an  infult,  obli- 
terated his  indifcretion  ;  and  his   abflaining  from 
force  upon  the   occafion,  was  efteemed  by  Shaw 
Jehan  a  favour,  which  his  pride  forbade  him  to 
own. 

Shaw  Jehan,  brought  up  in  the  principles  ofpr;,ate 
his  father  and  grandfather,  was  deftitute  of  all''f«- 
religion  in  his  youth.  He  had  often  been  prefent 
when  Jehangire,  who  delighted  in  difputes  on 
abflrufe  fubjeds,  called  before  him  Indian  Brah- 
mins, Chriflian  prielis,  and  Mahomn)edan  Mul- 
las,  to  argue  for  their  refpedive  faiths.  Jehan- 
gire, who,  with  his  want  of  credulity  on  the 
fubjed  of  religion,  was  weak  in  his  underftand- 
ing,  was  always  fwayed  by  the  lafl  who  fpoke. 
The  Mahommedan,  who  claimed  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  being  fir  ft  heard,  came  always  off  with 
the  vvorft ;  and  the  emperor,  obferving  no  order 
of  time  with  regard  to  the  Chriflian  and  Indian, 
was  alternately  fwayed  by  both.  TheMullafaw 
the  difadvantage  of  his  dignity ;  and,  being  de- 
fignedly  late  in  his  appearance,  one  day  he  was 
heard  after  the  prieft.  Jehangire  was  perplexed 
for  whom  he  (hould  give  his  opinion.  He  afced 
the  advice  of  Shaw  Jehan,  and  that  prince  arch- 
ly replied,  *'  That  he  too  was  at  a  lofs  for  whom 
to  decide.  But  as  each  have  eftabliflied  the  cre- 
dit of  their  fyftems,"  faid  he,  "  with  a  relation 
of  miracles,  let  them  both  be  put  to  that  teft. 
Let  each  take  the  book  of  his  faith  under  his  arm ; 

let 
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A.  D.     let  a  fire  be  kindled   round  him  ;  and   the  reli- 

it^f"  g^°"  *^^  '^'"^  ^^'^'^  ^^^^  remain  unhurt,  fhall  be 
.076.  mine."  The  Mulla  looked  pale  at  the  decifion, 
"^^^•"■^r^^  and  declared  againft  this  mode  of  proving  his 
faith  :  the  priell  knew  the  humane  temper  of 
the  emperor,  and  offered  himfelf  for  the  pile.  They 
were  both  difmifTed.  But  the  misfortunes  of 
Shaw  Jehnn  rendered  him  devout  in  his  latter 
days.  The  Cloran  was  perpetually  lead  in  his 
prefence  ;  and  Mullas,  who  relieved  one  another 
by  turns,  were  always  in  waiting;. 
Grief  of  '1  }^e  f  mperor,  when  firfl  he  heard  of  his  fa- 
zebe."^'  ther's  illnefs,  ordered  his  fon  Shaw  Allum  to  fet 
out  with  all  expedition  to  Agra.  "  You  have  done 
no  injury,"  faid  he,  "to  my  father  ;  and  he  may 
blefs  you  with  his  dying  breath.  But  as  for  me,  I 
will  not  wound  him  with  my  prefence;  left  rage 
might  haften  death  before  his  time."  The  prince 
rode  poft  to  Agra  ;  but  Shaw  Jehan  had  ex- 
pired two  days  before  his  arrival.  His  body  was 
depofited  in  the  tomb  of  his  favourite  wife, 
Mumtaza  Zemani,  with  funeral  folemnities  ra- 
ther decent  than  magnificent.  When  the 
news  of  the  death  of  his  father  was  carried  to 
Aurungzebe,  he  exhibited  all  the  fymptoms  of 
unaffected  grief.  He  inflantly  fet  off  for 
Agra ;  and,  when  he  arrived  in  that  city,  he 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  princefs  Jehanara  to  requeft 
the  favour  of  being  admitted  into  her  prefence. 
The  requefts  of  an  emperor  are  commands. 
She  had  already  provided  for  an  interview  ;  and 
{he  received  him  with  the  utmofl  maijnificence, 
prefenting  him  with  a  large  golden  bafon,  in  which 
were  conraincd  ail  the  jewels  of  Shaw  Jelian. 
This  magnificent  offering,  together  with  the 
polire  dexterity  of  the  princefs  ine<cufmg  her  own 
for:Tier  condutl,  wrought  fo  much  on  Aurung- 
zbce,  that  he   received  her  into  his  confidence  ; 

which 
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which  (he  ever   after  fhared  in  common  with  her     a.  d. 
fifter  Rochinara.  '6^6. 

The  moft   remarkable  tranfa£lion  of  the  enfu-      ,oj6. 
ing  year,  was  the  efcape  of  the  Raja  Sewaji  from  — — v-— ' 
Delhi ;  and  his  flight  through  by-roads  and   de-  fo"d"ua 
fens  to  his  own  country.     The  turbulent  difpofi- 
lion  of  that  prince,  and  his  depredatory  incurfi- 
pns  into  the  Imperial   dominions  in   the  Decan, 
brought  upon  him  the  arms  of  Aurungzebe,  un- 
der the  conduct  of  Joy  Singh  and   Dilere.     Un- 
fortunate in  feveral   battles,  he   (hut   himfelf  up 
in  his  principal  fortrefs  ;  and   being  reduced  to 
extremities,  he  threw  himftlf  upon  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  was  carried,  as  has  been  already 
related,   to  Delhi.      Upon    his  arrival,  he   was 
ordered  into  the  prefence,  and   commanded    by 
the  u(her  to  make  the  ufual  obeifance  to  the  em- 
peror.    He  refufed  to  obey  ;  and  looking  fcorn- 
fully   upon  Aurungzebe,    exhibited  every   mark 
of  complete  contempt   of  his   perfon.     The  em- 
peror was     much  offended  at  the    haughty  de- 
meanor of  the  captive ;  and  he  ordered  him  to 
be  inftantly  carried  away  from  his  fight. 

The  principal  ladies  of  the  haram,  and,  among  and  flight 
them,  the  daughter  of  Aurungzebe,  faw  from 
behind  a  curtain,  the  behaviour  of  Sewaji.  She 
was  flruck  with  the  handfomenefs  of  his  perfon, 
and  (lie  admired  his  pride  and  haughty  deport- 
ment. The  intrepidity  of  the  man  became  the 
fubje£t  of  much  converfation.  Some  of  the  no- 
bles interceded  in  his  behalf ;  and  the  princefs 
was  warm  in  her  folicitations,  at  the  feet  of  her 
father.  "  Though  1  defpife  pomp,"  faid  Au- 
rungzebe, '^  I  will  have  thofe  honours  which 
the  refraftory  prefume  to  refufe.  Power  depends 
upon  ceremony  and  ftate,  as  upon  abilities  and 
flrenglh  of  mind.  But  to  pleafe  a  daughter  whom 
I  love,  I    will  indulge  Sewaji  with  an  abatement 

of 
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A  D.     of  fome   of    that    obeifance,    which  conquered 
ij?g.     princes  owe  to  the  emperor  of  the   Moguls.**     A 
1C76.     meffage  was  fent  by  the  princefs,  in   the  warmth 
'*-    r^w-  Q^   {^gj.   2eal ;  and  the   Raja,  without  being  con- 
fulted    upon  the  meafure,  was  again  introduced 
into  the  hall  of  audience. 
ofSewajf,       When  he  entered,  the  ufher  approached,  and 
commanded  him  to  pay  the  ufual  obeifance  at  the 
foot   of  the  throne.     "  I   was  born   a  prince,** 
faid  he,  "  and  I    know  not  how  to  ad  the  part 
of  a  flave."      "  But   the   vanquifhed,"    replied 
Aurungzebe,  "  lofe   all  their  rights  with   their 
fortune.     The  fword  has  made  Sewaji  my   fer- 
vant  ;  and  I  am  refolvcd  to  relinquifli  nothing 
of  what  the  fword  has  given.**     The  Raja  turn- 
ed his  back  upon  the  throne ;  the  emperor  was 
enraged.     He  was  about  to  iflue   his    commands 
againfl    Sewaji,    when    that   prince  fpoke    thus, 
with  a   haughty  tone  of  voice :  "  Gi^'e  me  your 
daughter  in  marriage,  and  I  will  honour  you  as 
her  father  :  but   fortune  cannot   deprive   me   of 
my  dignity   of    mind,   which  nothing   (hall   ex- 
tinguifh  but  death."     The  wrath   of  the   empe- 
ror fubfided  at  a  requefl  which   he  reckoned  ri- 
diculous and  abfurd.     He  ordered  him  as  a  mad- 
man from  his  prefence ;  and   gave  him  in  charge 
to  Fowliid,   the  diredor-general  of   the    Imperial 
camp.     He  was   clofely  confined  in  that  officer's 
houie  ;  but  he   found  means  to  efcape,  after  fome 
months,  in    the  difguife  of  a  man,  who  was  ad- 
mitted  into  his  apartment  wiih  a  ba(ket  of  flowers. 
The  war  with  Sewaji    proved   fatal  to  the  Ma- 
raja  dif-'   raja's    influenre    with     Aurungzebe.     Naturally 
contented.  pafTioiiatc.   deccitful  and  imperious,  he    confider- 
ed   every   order  from   the    emperor,    an    injury. 
H^,' had  ''c^n  gratified   with    the  government  of 
Guzerat,  for  dcferting  the  caufe  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Dara.     When  the  three  years  of  his  fubaftiip 
were  expired,  he  received  an  Imperial   mandate 

to 
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to  repair,  with  the  army  flationed  in  his  province,  a.  p. 
to  the  afliftance  of  Shaifla  againft  Sewajl.  On  '''.^^* 
the  way,  it  is  faid,  he  entered  into  a  corre-  ,o-^t. 
pondence  with  that  prince;  being  enraged  to"— ^^"^-^ 
find,  that  the  rich  kingdom  of  Guzerat  had 
been  fubmitted  to  the  government  of  Mohabet. 
It  was  from  Sewaji,  that  the  Maraja  received 
the  aflaflins,  by  whofe  means  he  had  attempted 
to  aflaffinate  Shaifla.  He,  however,  covered  his 
crime  with  fo  much  art,  that  mankind  in  general 
believed,  that  it  was  only  a  party  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  the  boldnefs  to  furprife  the  general  in 
his  tent ;  attributing  to  the  known  intrepidity  of 
Sewaji,  what  a£tually  proceeded  from  the  addrefs 
of  Jeffwint  Singh.  The  emperor,  who  expecled 
no  good  from  any  army  commanded  by  two  of- 
ficers who  difagreed  in  their  opinions,  recalled 
them  both,  as  has  been  already  related ;  and 
patched  up  a  temporary  peace  with  the  enemy. 
Shaifta,  disfigured  and  maimed  with  his  wounds, 
returned  to  court ;  but  the  Maraja  retired  in  dif- 
gufl  to  his  hereditary  dominions. 

Shaifta,  at  once,  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices,  ^^aifla 
and  a  compenfation  for  his  misfortunes,  m  as  ^'/ernor^of 
raifed  to  the  government  of  Bengal,  which  had  Be.igaU 
been  managed  by  deputy  ever  fince  the  death  of 
Jumla.  The  affairs  of  the  province  ftood  in 
need  of  his  prefence.  The  death  of  Jumla  had 
encouraged  the  prince  of  Arracan  to  invade  the 
eaftern  divifion  of  Bengal.  He  poifefied  himfelf 
of  all  the  country  along  the  coaft,  to  the  Gan- 
ges ;  and  maintained  at  Chittagong  fome  Portu- 
guefe  banditti,  as  a  barrier  agamfl:  the  empire  of 
the  Moguls.  Thefe  robbers,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  invader,  fpread  their  ravages  far  and 
wide.  They  fcoured  the  coaft  wkh  :heir  piratical 
veffels ;  and  extended  their  depredations  through 
all  ths  branches  of  the  Ganges.     The  complaints 
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A  D.     of  the  opprefled   province  were   carried     to   the 
nff'      throne;    and  Shailla  was   not  only  commiflioned 
1076.     to  extirpate   the    pirates,  but  even   to  penetrate 
'■-^^r"'"^  with  his  arms  into  Arracan.     A  generous   regret 
for  Suja  joined  iffue  with  an  attention  to  the  pub- 
lic benefit,    in  the  mind   of    Aurungzebe.     The 
cruelty  exercifed  againft   the    unforcunate  prince 
was  not  lefs  an  objeft  of  revenge,  than  the  pro- 
tection afiorJed  to  public  robbers. 
Takes  the      Shaifta,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  province,  fent  a 
Sindfep      fi^^^  ^"^  three  thoufand  land    forces,  under  the 
command  of    Haflen    Beg,  againfl:    the   Raja  of 
Arracan.      The    fleet   failed   from    Dacca,    and 
■    falling  down  the   great  river,    furpiifed  the    forts 
of  Jugdea  and  Allumgire  Nagur,  which  the  Raja 
had  formerly  difmembered  from  Bengal.     Ship- 
ping his  land   forces  on  board  his  fleet,  he   fet 
fail   for  the  ifland  of  Sindiep,  which  lies  on   the 
coaft  of  Chittagong.     The  enemy  pofieffed  in  this 
ifland  feveral  Itrong  holds,  into  which  they  retir- 
ed, and  defended  ihemfelves  with  great    bravery. 
The  "Mogul  however,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks, 
reduced  Sindiep,  and  took  part  of  the  fleet  of  Ar- 
racan.    Kaffcn's   force  being  too  fmall  to  a6l  up- 
on the    continent   with    any   profpe£l  of   fuccefs, 
Shaifta  had,  by  this    time,  aifembled    ten    thou- 
fand horfe  and  foot  at  Dacca,  with  the  command 
of  which  he  inverted  his  fon  Ameid   Chan.     He 
wrote  in  the  mean  time  a  letter  to  the  Portuguefe, 
who   were  fettled    at   Chittagong,  making    them 
advantageous   oflers,  fliould    they  join    his  arms, 
or  even  remain   in   a  (tate    of    neutrality  ;    and 
threatening  them   with   defl:ru6lion,  fliould    they 
aid  the  enemy. 
Gamsovffr      'jh^  letter  had   the    intended    efl'ed  upon  the 
guefe.        Portuguefe,  who   began    to   fear    the    threatened 
ftorm.     They  immediately  entered  into  a  negocia- 
tion  v/ith  Haflen  Beg.     The  Raja  of  Arracan  was 
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apprifed  of  their  intentions,  by  one  of  their  own     a   d. 
party,  who  betrayed  their  fecret.     He  prepared      'j^J^- 
to  take    ample  vengeance  by  putting  them   all  to      1076. 
the  fword.     The  Portuguefe,  in  this  critical  fitu- ^-'~r^-' 
ation,  ran  to  their  boats    in  the  night,  and   fet 
fail  for  the   ifland    of  Sindiep.  where  they    were 
well    received    by    HaflTen.     He    ordered    them, 
foon  after,  to   proceed  to  Bengal.     Shaifta,  upon 
their  arrival,  adhered  to  his  former  promife,  and 
gave  them  houfts  and  lands.     He  engaged    many 
of  them  in   his  fervice  ;  and    he    took  advantage 
of  their  experience    in  naval  affairs,  by  joining 
them,  with  their  armed   veiTels,  to   the   propoftd 
expedition  againfl  Arracan. 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for  the  invafion,  inva'^es 
Ameid,  with  his  fleet,  confifting  of  about  five  ^o^,Jgf~ 
hundred  fail,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  horfe 
and  foot,  departed  from  Dacca  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fair  feafon  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days, 
croflTed  the  river  Phenny,  which  divides  Chitta- 
gong  from  Bengal.  The  troops  of  Arracan 
made  a  (hew  of  oppofition ;  but  they  fled  to  the 
capital  of  the  province,  which  was  about  fifty 
miles  diftant.  'Ihey  fhut  themfelves  up  in  the 
fort.  Ameid  purfued  them  without  delay.  The 
fleet  failed  along  the  coaft,  in  fight  of  the  army, 
between  the  ifland  of  Sindiep  and  the  ihore. 
When  it  had  reached  Comorea,  the  fleet  of  Ar- 
racan, confiding  of  about  three  hundred  Ghorabs 
and  armed  boats,  made  its  appearance.  A  fmart 
engagemect  enfued,  in  which, the  enemy  were 
repulfed,  with  a  confiderable  lofs  of  men,  and 
thirty-fix  of  their  veffels.  Being  reinforced  the 
next  day,  they  prepared  to  renew  the  fight. 
Ameid,  fearing  the  defeat  of  his  fleet,  ordered  it 
lo  hawl  in  cloie  to  the  fhore,  and,  having  de- 
tached a  thoufand  mulqueieers,  with   fome  great 
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A  D.    guns,  from   his   army,  ported  fhem  amcjng  the 
l^^^'    buflies  behind  the  fleet. 

1076.  The  enemy,  encouraged  by  the  retreat  of  the 
^rO^^^ Moguls  from  the  open  fea,  purfued  them  with 
cS.  ""  g^c^^  eagernefs,  and  began  the  attack  within 
ken^and  "^"^9^^^-^^°^  of  the  land.  The  Moguls  defended 
the  pm-  themfelves  with  refo*iution.  The  enemy  preflfed 
vince  re-  oD  furioufly,  and  began  to  board  their  boats. 
The  whole  fleet  would  have  certainly  been  de- 
llroyed,  had  not  the  detachment  upon  the  fhore 
advanced  to  the  water's  edge,  keeping  up  fuch 
a  fire  upon  the  enemy,  with  guns  and  fmali 
arms,  as  obliged  them  to  put  off  to  fea.  Many 
were,  however,  difabled  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
not  to  efcape,  and  they  were  fo  much  difcou- 
raged,  that  they  fled  up  the  river,  and  fecured 
themfelves  behind  the  fort.  Ameid,  without  de- 
lay, laid  fiege  to  the  place.  The  enemy  loft 
their  courage  with  their  fuccefs.  They  behaved  in 
a  daftardly  manner.  The  town  was  very  Itrong, 
and  well  fupplied  with  artillery,  flores  and  pro- 
vifjons.  They,  however,  all  evacuated  it,  except- 
ing fifty  men,  who  remained  with  the  governor; 
and  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  fugitives 
were  purfued  ;  and  two  thoufand  being  furround- 
ed  on  a  neighbouring  mountain,  were  taken  and 
fold  for  flaves.  Ameid  found  twelve  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  place,  and 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  ftores.  He  named  the 
town  Ifhmabad  ;  and  annexed  the  whole  province 
to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal. 
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CHAP.     VI. 


Origin  of  the  quarrel  with  Perjta — Condud  of  Shaw 
Abas — ,iurungzebe  endeavours  to  appeafe  him — 
He  prepares  for  war — Writes  a  letter  to  the  vifter 
— which  is  intercepted — The  emperor  fufpeds  the 
Per/tan  nobles — A  proclamation — A  majfacre 
threatened — Conjlernation  at  Delhi — The  princefs 
fehandra  arrives  from  Agra  to  appeafe  the  Per- 
Jians — The  vifier  exculpates  himjelj — The  Per/tan 
nobility  received  into  favour — March  of  the  em- 
peror— Death  and  charaBer  of  Shaw  Abas — 
Peace  with  Perfia — Revolt  of  the  prince  Shaw 
Allum — He  returns  to  his  duty — War  with  the 
Afgans — Magnificent  reception  of  the  king  of 
Bucharia. 


HE  emperor  having,  by  his  addrefs,  as  well     A.  d. 
as  by  his  crimes,  extricated  himfeif^  from  domeftic      {^j„" 
hoftilities,    was   fuddenly  involved    in   a  foreign      1076. 
war.     The  Perfians,  who  with  a  prepollerous  ne- ''— ""y-"— ' 
gligence,    had    remained    quiet  during  the  civil  The  origin 
diflenfions  in  India,  (hewed   a  difpofition  to   at- 
tack Aurungzebe,  after  his  fortune  and   condu£t 
had  firmly  ellablifhed  him  on  the  throne.     But 
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various  realbns  had  induced  Shaw  Abas  the  Se- 
cond, who,  with  no  mean  abilities,  held  then 
the  fcepter  of  Perfia,  to  avoid  coming  to  extremi- 
ties with  the  houfe  of  Timur,  when  all  its 
branches  were  in  arms.  The  unfuccefsful  expe- 
ditions againfl  the  unconquered  tribes  along  the 
Indian  ocean,  had  drained  his  treafury  ;  and  Mo- 
habet,  who  remained  in  a  (late  of  neutrality  in 
the  northern  provinces  of  Hindoflan,  kept  an  ar- 
my of  veterans  in  the  field.  The  other  pailions 
of  Abas  were  more  violent  than  his  ambition. 
He  feemed  more  anxious  to  preferve  his  dignity 
at  home,  than  to  purchafe  fame  by  his  arms 
abroad ;  and,  had  not  his  pride  been  wounded 
by  an  accident,  more  than  from  any  defign,  on 
the  fide  of  Aurungzebe,  that  monarch  might 
have  enjoyed  in  tranquillity  an  empire  which  he 
had  acquired  by  blood, 
of  the  'The  death  of  Dara  and  the  flight  of  Suja  hav- 

ing given  (lability  to  the  power  of  Aurungzebe 
in  the  eyes  of  the  princes  of  the  north,  he  had 
received,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  congra- 
tulatory embaffies  from  Tartary  and  Perfia.  To 
return  the  compliment  to  Shaw  Abas,  Tirbiet 
Chan,  a  man  of  high  dignity,  was  fent  ambafTa- 
dor  from  the  court  of  Delhi  to  Ifpahan.  He  was 
received  with  the  ceremony  and  refpe£l  which 
was  due  to  the  reprefentativc  of  fo  great  a  prince 
as  the  emperor  of  Hindoflan.  tlis  credentials 
v.'cre  read,  in  the  hall  of  audience,  in  the  pre- 
tence of  the  nobility  ;  and  the  few  prefents,  which 
the  fuddennefs  of  his  departure  from  his  court 
bad  permitted  him  to  bring  along  with  him  to 
Abas,  Were  accepted  with  condefcenfion  and  ex- 
prelTions  of  fatisfaction.  Piibict  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  his  reception  to  Delhi ;  and  the  empe- 
ror ordered  magnificent  prelents  to  be  prepared, 
and  lent,  under  an  efcort,  to  Perfia. 

The 
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The  care  of  furnifhing  the  prefents  Is  vefled  in  A.  n. 
an  office  which  bears  fome  refemblance  to  our  \^^^' 
chancery,  having  the  power  of  ingrofling  patents,  .076. 
and  of  judging  of  their  legality  before  they  pafs  — ^-^(-^*^ 
the  feal  of  the  empire.  Some  prefents  had  been,  quarrel 
at  the  fame  time,  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  the 
prince  of  the  Ufbecs,  whom  it  was  cuflomary  to 
addrefs  only  by  the  title  of  Wali,  or  Mafter  of 
the  Weflern  Tartary.  The  fame  clerk  in  the 
office  made  out  the  inventory  of  the  prefents  for 
both  the  princes  ;  and,  at  the  head  of  the  lift  for 
Perfia,  he  called  Shaw  Abas,  Wali,  or  Mafter 
of  Iran.  The  inventory,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
to  the  emperor,  was  fent  with  the  prefents  to 
Tirbiet ;  and  he,  without  examining  either,  de- 
majided  an  audience  of  Abas,  and  placed  both 
in  his  hands  as  he  fat  upon  his  throne.  Abas, 
though  otherwife  an  excellent  prince,  was  much 
addided  to  wine..  He  was  intoxicated  when  he 
received  Tirbiet ;  and  with  an  impatience  to 
know  the  particulars  of  the  prefents,  he  threw 
firft  his  eyes  on  the  inventory.  When  he  read 
the  Wali,  or  Mafter  of  Perfia,  he  ftarted,  in  a 
rage,  from  his  throne,  and  drew  his  dagger  from 
his  fide.  The  nobles  fhrunk  back  on  either  fide, 
and  Tirbiet,  who  ftood  on  the  fteps  which  led  up 
to  the  Imperial  canopy,  retreated  from  the  wrath 
of  Abas.  The  emperor,  ftill  continuing  filent, 
fat  down.  Amazement  was  pidured  in  every 
countenance. 

"  Approach,"  faid  Abas,  "  ye  noble  Perfi-  'p^'n  P"- 
ans ;  and  hear  the  particulars  of  the  prefents  fent 
by  the  Emperor  of  the  World;"  alluding  to 
the  name  of  Allumgire,  which  Aurungzebe  had 
aflumed,  "  The  EMPtROR  of  the  World  to 
the  Master  of  Persia  !"  A  general  murmur 
fpread  around ;  they  all  turned  their  eyes  upon 
Tirbiet.     That  lord  began  to  fear  for   his   life ; 
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A.  D.  and  Abas  favv  his  confternation.  '*  Hence,  from 
'^^'^-  my  prefence,"  faid  he,  "  though  I  own  not  the 
1076.  title  of  Aurungzebe  to  the  World,  I  admit  his 
"—^f — '  claim  to  your  fervice.  Tell  the  impious  fon,  the 
inhuman  brother,  the  murderer  of  his  family, 
that  though  his  crimes  have  rendered  him  maf- 
ter  of  Hindoftan,  there  is  ftill  a  lord  over  Perfia, 
who  detelVs  his  duplicity  and  defpifes  his  power. 
Hence  with  thefe  baubles ;  let  him  purchafe  with 
them  the  favour  of  thofe  who  are  not  Ihocked  at 
guilt  like  his ;  but  Abas,  whofe  hands  are  clean, 
fliudders  at  the  iniquity  of  a  prince  covered  with 
the  blood  of  his  relations." 
The  em-  I  irbiet  retired  from  the  prefence,  and  wrote 
deavours  letters  to  Aurungzebc.  The  emperor  of  Perfia, 
in  vain  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  every  neceffary  pre- 
paration for  war.  The  troops  ftationed  on  the 
fkirts  of  the  empire  were  commanded  to  aifem- 
ble ;  new  levies  v^'ere  made ;  and  a  general  ar- 
dour for  an  invafion  of  Jndia  ran  through  all  the 
Perfian  dominions.  Aurungzebe,  upon  receiv- 
ing the  letters  of  Tirbiet,  wrote  an  immediate 
anfwer  to  that  lord.  He  laid  the  whole  blame 
on  the  inadvertence  and  ignorance  of  a  clerk  in 
office ;  declaring,  in  the  molk  folemn  manner, 
that  he  never  meant  an  affront  to  the  illudrious 
houfe  of  Sefi.  '*  The  title  of  Allumgire,"  faid 
he,  "  is  adopted  from  an  ancient  cuflom,  pre- 
valent among  the  poderity  of  Timur.  It  is  only 
calculated  to  imprefs  fubjeds  with  awe,  not  to 
iiifult  independent  princes.  The  prefents,  which 
1  fent,  are  the  befl  teftimony  of  my  refpeft  for 
Shaw  Abas;  but  if  that  prince  is  bent  on  war, 
1  am  ready  to  meet  him  on  my  frontiers  with  an 
army-  1  hough  I  love  peace  with  my  neigh- 
bours, I  will  not  prnflrate  my  dignity  before 
their  ungovernable  paffions.'* 

Abas, 
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Abas,  whofe   choleric   difpofition   was   almofl:    A.  D. 
always    inflamed    with    wine,    would    not   admit      y'^^* 
Tirbiet  into  his  prefence.     He  fent  an  order  to     1076. 
that   lord  to  depart   his   dominions  ;   and  his  am-  '""•"-r'^^^ 
baiTador  was  to  be  the  melTenger  of  the  unalter-  to  appsafe 
able   refolves   of  Abas    to    Aurungzebe.      That  "^^J^. 
prince,  when  he  had  firfl:  received  the   letters  of 
Tirbiet,  called  his  fon  Shaw  Allum,  with  twenty 
thoufand   horfe,  from   the  Decan.     He  ordered, 
him  immediately  to  the  frontiers,  to  watch  the 
motions    of  Perfia.     Abas,    in   the   mean   time, 
having   collected   h'is   army,    to  the   number  of 
eighty  thoufand,  with  an  immenfe  train  of  artil- 
lery,   advanced,  at    their   head,    into  ChoralTan. 
Shaw  Allum  was  reinforced  by  all  the  troops  of 
the  northern  provinces.     He,  however,  received 
ftricl  orders    from   his  father,  not  to  rifque  the 
iffbe  of  a  general  a6lion  ;  but  to  harafs  the  enemy 
in  his  march.     He  himfe'f  made  preparations  to 
take  the  field.     An  accident,  however,  happen- 
ed, which  threw   him  into  great  perplexity,  and 
flopt  his  progrefs. 

Amir  Chan,  the  Imperial  governor  of  the  pro-  spies  feiz- 
vince  of  Cabul,  having  feized  four  Tartars  who 
had  been  fent  as  fpies  by  Shaw  Abas,  to  explore 
the  (late  of  the  frontiers  of  India,  fent  them  pri- 
foners  to  Delhi.  The  emperor  delivered  them 
over  for  examination  to  Alimad,  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal nobles.  Alimad,  having  carried  the  Tartars 
to  his  own  houfe,  began  to  afk  them  queftions 
concerning  their  commiffion  from  the  king  of 
Perfia.  They  remained  filent,  and  he  threatened 
them  with  the  torture.  One  of  them  immediately 
fnatched  a  fword  from  the  fide  of  one  of  Alimad's 
attendants  ;  and,  with  one  blow,  laid  that  lord 
dead  at  his  feet.  Three  more,  who  were  in  the 
room,  were  llain.  The  Tartars  arming  them- 
felves  with  the  weapons  of  the  dead,  ifiued  forth, 
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A.  D.     difperfed  themfelves  in  the  crowd,  and,  notwith- 
1666.     flanding  all  the  vigilance,  activity,  and   promifeu 
1076'.     of  Aurungzcbe,  they  were  never  heard   of  more. 
*>— ^r'*-'  The  emperor,  naturally  fufpicious,  began  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Perfian  nobles  in   his   fervice  had  le- 
creted  the  fpies.     He  became  dark  and   cautious, 
placing  his  emifl'aries  round  the  houfes  of  thofe 
whom  he  mod  fufpedcd 
A  letter  Advices,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived   at   Delhi, 

nuercept-  ^^^^  Abas,  having  fmilhed  his  preparations,  was 
in     full    march,    with    a    well-appointed    army, 
toward    India.     A    letter    was    intercepted    from 
that   prince    to    Jaffier,   the   vifier,  a  Perfian  by 
defcent.     It  appeared  from  the  letter,  that  a  con^ 
fpiracy  was  formed  by  all  the  Perfian   nobility   in 
the  fervice  of  India,  to   betray   Aurungzebe   into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  fliould  he  take  the  field. 
The  emperor   was  thrown   into   the   utmofl   per- 
plexity.    His  rage,  for  once,  got  the   better  of 
his  prudence.     He  gave  immediate  orders  to  the 
city-guards,    to    furround   all  the  houfes  of  the 
Perfian   nobility.     He   iffued   forth,  at   the   fame 
timCj  a  proclamation,  that  none  of  them   fhould 
llir  abroad  upon  pain   of  death.     He   called   the 
Mogul  lords  to  a  council ;  he  fecured  their  fide- 
lity, by  reprefenting  to  them  the  urgency  of  the 
danger;   and,  contrary  to  his  ufual  coolnefs   and 
nioderation,  he   fwore,  by   the   living   God,  that 
fliould  be  find   that  there   was   any  truth   in  the 
confpiracy,  he  would  put  every  one  of  the  Per- 
fian nobility  to  the  fword. 
wh'ch  oc-       The     proclamation     was    fcarce    promulgated, 
cafions      vv'hen  Tirbiet  arrived  from  Perfia.     He  prefented 
himfelf  before  the  emperor ;   and   informed   him, 
that  at  his  departure   he   had   been   called   before 
Shaw  Abas.     That  prince,  after  venting  his  rage 
againfl  Aurungzebe  in  very  difrefpcdlul   terms, 
concluded   with   telling   the  ambuilador.  That  as 

his 
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his  maaer  might  foon  be  in  want  of  fvvift  horfes    a.  d. 
to  fly  from  his  refentment,  he  had  ordered   for      "^^*^- 
him   three  hundred  out   of  the  Imperial  ftables,      1075'. 
whofe   fpeed   would    aiifvver   the  expectations   of  ^-^<-^*> 
his    fears.     "   We    ihall    foon    have   occafion   to 
try,"  added   Abas,    "  whether  this  Conqueror 
OF  THE  World  can  defend  the  dominions  which 
he  has  ufurpcd  in  Hindoltan  "     Aurungzebe  was 
enraged  beyond  meafure.     He   commanded  that 
the    horfes,    as    a    dreadful    denunciation   of  his 
wrath,  fhould  be  killed   before  the  gates  of  the 
confpirators.     The  troops,  at  the  fame  time,  were 
ordered  to  (land  to  their  arms,  in  the  kven  mili- 
tary (tations,  and   to  wait   the  fignal  of  maflacre, 
which  was  to  be  difplayed  over   the  gate  of  the 
palace. 

A  general  confternation  fpread  over  the  whole  a  general 
city.  The  people  retired  to  their  houfes;  and  tion  ^'"^" 
the  Greets  were  deferted.  A  panic  feized  all ; 
they  faw  a  dreadful  temped  gathering ;  and  they 
knew  not  where  it  was  to  fall.  An  awful  filence, 
as  a  prelude  to  the  ftorm,  prevailed.  The  Per- 
fians  were  numerous  and  warlike;  the  emperor 
implacable  and  dark.  The  eyes  and  cars  of  men 
were  turned  to  every  quarter.  The  doors  were 
all  fliut.  There  was  a  kind  of  filent  commotion  ; 
a  dreadful  interval  of  fufpence.  Ideal  founds 
were  taken  for  the  fignal  of  death ;  and  the  timo- 
rous feemed  to  hug  themfelves  in  the  vifionary 
fecurity  of  their  houfes.  The  Perfians  had,  in 
the  mean  time,  collecled  their  dependents.  They 
flood  armed  in  the  courts  before  their  refpective 
houfes,  and  were  prepared  to  defend  their  lives, 
or  to  revenge  their  deaths  with  their  valour. 

Things   remained   for  two  davs   in  this  awful  at  Delhi^ 
fituation.     Aurungzebe  himfelf  became,  for  the 
firft    time,    irrefolute.     He   was   alike  fearful  of 
granting   pardon   and    of  infliding   punifhment. 

L  1  2  There 
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A.  D.  There  wa<5  danger  on  both  fides  ;  and  his  inven- 
1666.  |;iQfj^  fertile  as  it  was  in  expedients,  could  point 
1076.  out  no  refource.  He  endeavoured,  by  promifes 
'"^'^r^*-'  and  fair  pretences,  to  get  the  principals  into  his 
hands.  But  they  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  no 
one  would  truft  himfelf  to  the  clemency  of  an  en- 
raged defpot.  Upon  the  firfl:  intelligence  of  the 
confpiracy,  the  emperor  wrote  to  his  filler  Jeha- 
nara,  who  refided  at  Agra,  to  come  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  Delhi.  The  Perfian  nobles,  he  knew, 
had  been  attached  to  Shaw  Jehan,  to  whofe  fa- 
vour they  had  owed  their  promotion  in  the  em- 
pire ;  and  he  hoped  that  they  would  liften  to  the 
advice  of  the  favourite  daughter  of  the  prince 
whom  they  loved.  He  himlelf  remained,  in  the 
mean  time,  fullen  and  dark:  he  fpoke  to  none, 
his  whole  foul  being  involved  in  thought. 
Advice  of  Taer  and  Cubad,  two  of  the  mofl  powerful, 
lonls  *^^ "  "^^^  popular,  and  refpeclable  of  the  Mogul  no- 
bles, prefented  themfelves,  at  length,  before  the 
emperor.  They  reprefentcd  to  him,  that  it  would 
be  both  unjuft  and  impolitic  to  facrifice  the  lives 
of  fo  many  great  men  to  bare  fufpicion ;  for  that 
no  proofs  of  their  guilt  had  hitherto  appeared, 
but  from  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  who  might 
have  devifed  this  method  to  fow  divifion  and  dif- 
fenhon  in  a  country  which  he  propofed  to  invade. 
That  the  Perfian  nobles  had  become  powerful  in 
the  (late  from  their  high  military  commands,  their 
ereat  wealth,  the  immenfe  number  of  their  fol- 
lowers ;  that  the  common  danger  had  united 
them ;  that  the  attack  upon  them  would  not 
prove  a  maflacre,  but  a  civil  war.  That  the  Patan 
nobility,  warlike,  numerous,  difaffeded,  ftill 
hankering  after  their  ancient  domination  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  by  the  folly  of  their 
princes,  as  much  as  by  the  valour  of  the  Mo- 
guls, would  not  fail  to  throve  their  weight  into 

the 
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the  fcale  of  the  Perfians ;  and,  upon  the  whole,     a.  d. 
they  were  of  opinion,    that  peaceable  meafures      "5^6. 
fhould   be  adopted  toward   domeftic   traitors,  at      jqI^^ 
lead   till   the   danger  of  foreign  war  fliould  be  ^^^-r-^^ 
removed. 

The  arguments  of  the  two  lords  had  their  due  in  favour 
weight  with  the  emperor.  He  declared  himfelf  f,^,,^,''^^^"' 
for  lenient  meafures ;  but  how  to  effecl  a  recon-  bies. 
ciliation,  with  honour  to  himfelf,  was  a  matter 
of  difficulty.  The  princefs  Jehanara  arrived,  in 
the  mean  time,  from  Agra.  She  had  travelled 
from  that  city  to  Delhi,  on  an  elephant,  in  lefs 
than  two  days,  though  the  diftance  is  two  hun- 
dred miles.  Her  brother  received  her  with  joy. 
After  a  fliort  conference,  fhe  prefented  herfelf, 
in  her  chair,  at  the  door  of  the  vifier's  houfe. 
The  gates  were  immediately  thrown  open  ;  and 
fhe  was  ufhered  into  the  apartments  of  the  women. 
The  vifit  v/as  a  mark  of  fuch  confidence,  and  fo 
great  an  honour  in  the  eyes  of  the  vifier,  that, 
leaving  the  princefs  to  be  entertained  by  the 
ladies,  he  haftened,  without  even  feeing  her  him- 
felf, or  waiting  for  her  requefl:  to  the  emperor. 
When  he  entered  the  hall  of  audience,  he  prof- 
trated  himfelf  before  the  throne.  Aurungzebe 
defcended,  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  embraced 
him  in  the  mod  friendly  manner.  He  then  put 
the  letter,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  difturbance, 
in  the  vifier's  hand. 

Jaffier,  with  a  countenance  expreffing  that  fere-  ^^'^o  ^\^ 

•  1  *    1  •        •  I       reconciled 

mty  which  accompanies  innocence,  ran  over  the 
letter,  Aurungzebe  marking  his  features  as  he 
read.  He  gave  it  back,  and  pofitively  denied 
his  ever  having  given  the  lead  reafon  to  Shaw 
Abas  for  addreffing  him  in  that  manner.  He  ex- 
patiated on  his  own  fervices  ;  upon  thofe  of  his 
anceflors,  who  had  refided  in  Hindoftan  ever 
fmce  the  time  of  the  emperor  Humaioon.     He 

reprefented 
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A.  D,     reprefented    the    improbability    of   his   entertain- 
^l-if'      ^'^?J  ^''y  defigns  againft  a  prince,  wlio   had    raifed 
1C76.      him  to  the  lirft  rank  among  his  lubjefts,  and  had 
""-"^i    -'  left  him  nothing  to  hope  or  to  wifh   for,  but   the 
continuance  ot  liis  favour  and  the   (lability  of  his 
throne.     He  concluded  with  a  pertinent  qucdion  : 
"   ^Vhat  could    I  expeft   in   Perfia   equal   to    the 
high  ofhce  of  vifier  in  Hindoftan  ?  Let   my   com- 
mon fenfe  be  an  argument  of  my  innocence ;   and 
let  not  the  emperor,  by  an  opinion  of  my   guilt, 
declare  to  the  world  that  I  am   deprived   of   rea- 
fon." 
with  the         Aurunezebe   was  convinced  bv  the  fpcech  of 
Jafi:er ;  and  he  wondered  from  w  hence  had   pro- 
ceeded  his   own  fears.     By   way   of  doing   hini 
honour,  he   ordered   him   to   be   clothed   with   a 
magnificent  di  efs ;  at  tlie  fame  time  direding  him 
to  comm.and  all  the  Perfian  nobles   to   make  their 
immediate    appearance   in   the   hall   of  audience. 
AVhen    they    were    all    afiembled,    the    emperor 
mounted  the  throne;  and,  after  they   had  paid 
the   ufual   compliments,  he  addrelfed   them   in  a 
long    fpeech.     He    excul'ed    his    proceedings   by 
reading   the   letter  of   Abas ;    and    he    reproved 
them  gently  for  their  contumacy   in  not   obeying 
his  orders.     He  argued,  that  the  power  of  a  mo- 
narch ceafes  when   his   commands   are   difputed; 
and,  that  the  indignity  thrown  upon  him  by  their 
difobedience,  touched  him  more  than  their   fup- 
pofcd    treafon.       "  But,*'    continued     he,     *'   a 
prince,    though   the   reprefentative    of    God,    is 
liable  to  error    and   deception.     To  own  that  I 
have  been  partly  in  the  wrong,  carries  in  itfelf 
an  excufe  for  you.     Forget  my  miftake  ;  and   I 
promife  to  forgive  your    obllinacy.     Relt    fatif- 
fied  of  my  favour,    as  I  am  determined  to  rely 
upon  your  gratitude    and    loyalty.     My    father, 
and    even    myfclf,    have    made    you    what    you 

arej 
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are  ;  let  not  the  hands  which  raifed  you  fo  high,     a.  d. 
repent  of  the  work  which  they  have  made."  '^^^* 

The  fpeech  of  the  emperor  feemed  to  be  well  1076. 
received  by  all  the  Perlians,  excepting  Mahom-  '■^"^i — >' 
med  Amin,  the  fon  of  the  famous  Jumla.  That  Info'ence 
lord,  haughty  and  daring  in  his  difpofition,  was  rhaii"'"  '' 
diffatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  vifier,  hurt 
at  the  fubmiirion  of  his  countrymen,  and 
piqued  at  the  emperor's  latter  words.  He  looked 
ilernly  upon  Aurungzebe  ;  and  faid,  in  a  fcorn- 
fui  manner,  *'  Since  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  pardon  us  for  offences  which  we  did  not 
commit ;  we  can  do  no  lefs  than  forget  the 
errors  which  you  have  made.'*  The  emperor, 
pretending  that  he  did  not  hear  Amin  diitinct- 
ly,  ordered  him  to  repeat  his  words ;  which 
he  did  twice,  in  a  haughty  and  high  tone  of 
voice.  The  eyes  of  Aurungzebe  kindled  with 
rage.  He  feized  a  fvvord,  which  lay  by  his  fide 
on  the  throne.  He  looked  around  to  fee,  whe- 
ther any  of  the  nobles  prepared  to  refent  the 
affront  offered  to  his  dignity.  Ihey  flood  in 
filent  aftonifnment.  He  fat  down  ;  and  his  fury 
beginning  to  abate,  he  talked  to  the  vifier 
about  the  beft  manner  of  carrying  on  the  Per- 
fian  war. 

The  minds  of  the  people  being  fettled  from  Aun-ng- 
the  expected  difturbances,  Aurungzebe  pre-  [he  field." 
pared  to  take  the  field.  The  army  had  already 
affembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi ;  and 
the  Imperial  tents  were  pitched  on  the  road 
toward  the  north.  He  marched  in  a  few  days 
at  the  head  of  a  great  force ;  but  the  fform 
which  he  feared,  diilipated  without  falling. 
"When  he  was  within  a  few  miles  of  Lahore, 
expreffes  arrived  from  his  fon,  who  commanded 
the  army  of  obfervation  on  the  frontiers  of 
Perfia,  with  intelligence    that   Shaw  Abas,  who 

had 
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had  languifhed  for  fome  time  under  a  negleded 
difeafe,    expired  in    his    camp    on    the    twenty- 
fifth    of    September.     This    accident,    of   which 
a  more    ambitious    monarch    than    Aurunp-zebe 
might    have    taken    advantage,    ferved    only   to 
change  the  refoiutions  of  that  prince  from  war. 
He  confidered  that  nature  feemed    to    have  de- 
figned  the  two  countries    for    feparate    empires, 
from  the    immenfe    ridge    of   mountains    which 
divide  them  from    one   another,    by    an    almo(t 
impaffable  line. 
Death  and      Shaw    Abas    was    a    prince  of    abilities,  and, 
character    ^y]^Q^  rouzcd,  fond  of  expedition,    and  delitrht- 
Abas.        mg    m    war.     rie    was    jult    m    his    decihons, 
mild  in  his  temper,    and    affable  in  his  conver- 
fation.     Deftitute  of  prejudices    of   every    kind, 
he  made  no    diftindlion    of   countries,    none  of 
fyftems    of   religion.     He    encouraged    men    of 
worth  of  every  nation ;  they  had  accefs    to    his 
perfon,  he  heard  and  redrefled  their  grievances, 
and  rewarded  their    merit.     He    was,    however, 
jealous  of  his  prerogative,    and    he    was    deter- 
mined   to    be    obeyed.     He    could    forgive    the 
guilty,  upon  being    convinced    of   their    contri- 
tion ;    but  an  infult    on  his    dignity    he    would 
never    forgive.     His     paflions     were     naturally 
(Irong ;    he    broke    often    forth    like  a  flafh    of 
lightning;    but  when  he   was    moft    agitated,  a 
calm  was  near ;  and  he  feemed    to    be  afhamed 
of   the    trifles    which    ruffled    his    temper.     He 
loved  juftice  for  its  own  fake ;    and  though  his 
exceffes  in  wine  gave  birth    fopietimes  to  folly, 
they  never  gave  rife  to  an  a6l  of  injuftice.     He 
was  fond  of  the  company  of   women  ;    and   his 
love     of    variety     produced     the    diftemper    of 
which  he  died. 
Peace  with      Upon  the  death  of  Shaw  Abas,  his   uncle  re- 
PefGa.       jnained  in  the    command  of  the  Perfian  army. 

He 
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He  fent  a  meflenger  to  Aurungzcbe,  acquainting  a.  d. 
him  of  the  death  of  his  nephew  ;  and  that  he  left  l^?7. 
him  to  choofe  either  peace  or  war.  'J  he  emperor  jgrj. 
returned  for  anfwer.  That  his  own  empire  was  ^— ^r^*^ 
ample  •,  and  that  all  he  wanted  was  to  defend  it 
from  infult  and  invafion.  That  the  difrefpedful 
^vords  of  Abas  vanifhed  with  his  life ;  for,  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  integrity  and  power,  that  he 
neither  feared  the  abufe,  nor  dreaded  the  arms 
of  any  prince.  He  condoled  with  the  family  of 
Sheick  Seh,  for  the  lofs  of  a  monarch,  whofe 
mod  exceptionable  adion  was  his  unprovoked 
attempt  upon  India.  Aurungzebe,  however, 
left  a  powerful  army  on  his  frontiers.  The  Per- 
fians  might  be  induced  to  derive  advantage  from 
the  immenfe  preparations  which  they  had  made ; 
and  he  refolved  to  truft  nothing  to  their  mode- 
ration. The  prince  Shaw  Allum  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  recalled  to  Delhi.  The  emperor, 
full  of  circumfpection  and  caution  in  all  his  ac- 
tions, was  refolved  to  remove  temptation  from 
his  fen.  He  feared  that  an  army,  unemployed  in 
a  foreign  war,  might  be  converted  into  an  inftru- 
ment  of  ambition  at  home.  Shaw  Allum  copied 
his  father's  moderation  and  felf-denial  upon  every 
occafion,  and  he,  therefore,  was  not  to  be 
trufled. 

During  the  alarm  of  the  Perfian  war,  the  tri-  ^Y^^  in 
butary  fovereign  of  Bijapour  began  to  fhew  a  dif-  ^'J'^P^'"''" 
refpect  for  the  Imperial  mandates ;  and  though 
he  did  not  abfolutely  rebel,  his  obedience  was  full 
of  coldnefs  and  delay.  Dilere  Chan,  by  orders 
from  the  court  of  Delhi,  led  an  army  againfl:  the 
refradiory  tributary.  He  laid  wafte  the  country, 
and  befieged  the  prince  in  his  capital.  Adil  Shaw 
was  foon  reduced  to  extremities  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions ;  and  he  was  upon  the  point  of  furrender- 
ing  himfeif  at   difcretion,   when   orders  arrived 

from 


412  THE    HISTORY    OF    HINDOSTAN. 

A  Ti.  from  the  cinpcror,  in  the  camp  of  Dilere,  to 
'^■/  break  up  the  fieize,  and  to  return  immediately 
lo-R       with  the  army  to  Delhi.     '1  hefe  unfeafonable  or- 

' «      '  ders  proceeded  from  the  jealoufy  of  Shaw  Alium. 

lie  knew  that  Dilere   was   in   the   inteielt   of  his 
younger  brother  ;  and  he  was   afraid   that  a  con- 
queil  of  fuch  fplendor  would  give  him  too   much 
weight  in  the  empire.     He  had  infmuated,  there- 
fore, to  his  father,  that  Dilere  had  entered   into 
a    treafonable    correfpondence    with    the    enemy. 
Aurungzcbe   was   deceived,    and    the   fiege   was 
raiftd. 
Defigns  of      Shaw  Allum,  who  had  returned  to  the  Dccan, 
SffaAAl-   Tefided  in  the  city  of  Aurungabad.     To  difappoint 
lum  Dilere  in  his  profpect  of  fame,  was  not  the  only 

view  of  the  prince.  He  meditated  a  revolt,  and 
he  was  afraid  of  Dilere.  His  father's  orders  were 
favourable  to  his  wilhes.  He  had  received  in- 
ftrucbions  from  court  to  feize  the  pexTon  of  the 
fiifoecled  lord,  (hould  he  (hew  anv  marks  of  dif- 
aiTeclion  ;  or  to  fubdue  him  by  force  of  arms, 
fhould  he  appear  refratlory.  Thus  far  the  defigns 
of  Shaw  Allum  fucceeded.  Dilere,  apprized  of 
the  prince's  fchemes,  broke  up  the  fiege,  though 
with  regret,  as  the  place  was  on  the  point  of  fur- 
rendering.  He  moved  toward  Delhi,  with  a  dif- 
appointed  army  of  thirty  thou  land  Patan  horfe, 
and  the  like  number  of  infantry, 
to  rebel;  Dilcre  arriving  within  fix  miles  of  Aurunga- 
bad,  encamped  with  his  army  in  an  extenlive 
plain.  1  he  prince  lay  under  the  valls  of  that 
city  with  eighty  thoufand  men.  Dilere  fent  a 
nieffenger  to  Shaw  Allum,  excufmg  himfelf  for 
not  waiting  upon  him  in  perfon  that  evening; 
but  he  promiftd  to  prefent  himfelf  in  the  tent  of 
audience  by  the  dawn  of  next  morningr.  The 
prince  called  a  council  of  his  principal  oilicers, 
who  had  already  fvvorn  on  the  Coran   to  fupjiorc 

him 
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him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.     The   Maraja,     a.  d. 
who  was  never   happy  but  when  he  was   hatching      '^^f- 
n-iifchief  againfl  Aurungz>be,  was  prefent.      I'his      ir-js. 
prince  propofcJ,  that  when  Dilere  came  into  the  ^-^--i-^ 
prefencc,  they  fhould  lay  open  to  him  their  whole 
clefign  againft   the  emperor ;   that   in   cafe  of  his 
appearing  refractory,  he   Ihould  inftanily   be  dif- 
patched  as   a   dangerous   enemy.     Though  Shaw 
Ailum  did  not  altogether  approve  of  the  Maraja's 
violence,    he    confented    that    Dilere    fhould    be 
feized ;    and   they   broke    up    their    deliberations 
with  that  refolution. 

Dilere,  who  was  no  (Iranger  to  the  confpiracy,  Furfues 
fufpeifted  the  defign  againft  his  perlbn.  He  was 
alio  informed,  by  his  friends  in  the  camp,  that 
the  pilncipal  officers  were  fliut  up  in  council  with 
the  prince.  He  firuck  his  tents  in  the  night, 
and,  marching  on  filently,  took  a  circuit  round 
the  other  fide  of  the  city,  and  when  morning  ap- 
peared, he  was  heard  of  above  thirty  miles  from 
Aurungabad,  on  the  road  to  Delhi.  The  prince, 
being  informed  of  the  flight  of  Dilere,  was  vio- 
lently tranfported  with  rage.  He  marched  fud- 
denly  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitive  ;  but  he  was  fo 
much  retarded  by  his  numbers,  which,  includ- 
ing the  followers  of  the  camp,  amounted  to  two 
hundred  thoufand  men,  that  in  a  few  days,  he 
found  that  Dilere  had  outflripped  him  above 
fifty  miles.  He  felefted  a  part  of  his  army,  and 
leaving  the  heavy  baggage  behind,  continued  the 
purfuit  with  great  vivacity.  His  officers  did  not, 
however,  fecond  the  warmth  of  the  prince.  They 
were  afraid  of  the  veteran  troops  of  Dilere ;  and 
threw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  which  could  re- 
tard their  own  march. 

Dilere,  in  the  mean  time,  apprized  Aurung-  Kmperor 
zebe,  b'y  repeated  expreffes,  of  the  revolt  of  his  ^  '^^'^^^' 
fon.      The   Imperial    ftandard    was  immediately 
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AD.     crefled  without  the  walls ;  and  the  emperor  hlm- 
iif^       felf  took  the  field  the  very  day  on  which  he  re- 
lets,    ceived  the  letters.     He  took  the  route  of  Agra, 
"' — i'"'^  with  great  expedition.     He  arrived  in   that  city 
in  three  days ;  and   he   immediately  detached  a 
force  to  take  pofleffion  of  the   important  pafs  of 
Narwar.     Orders  were,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  to 
Dilere  to  march  to  Ugein,  the  capital  of  Malava, 
and  there  to  join  the  troops  of  the  province.   Re- 
inforced by  thefe,  he  was  direfted  to  encamp  be- 
hind the  Nirbidda,  which  divides  the  Decan  from 
the  red  of  India  ;  and  there  to  (lop  the  progrefs 
of  the  prince.^    Dilere,  with   his   ufual    adivity, 
complied  with  the  orders  ;  and  prefented  formi- 
dables  lines,  mounted  with  artillery,  at  the  fords 
of  the  river. 
Prince  The  prince,  apprized  of  the  ftrong  pofition  of 

deSens'^  Dilcre,  and  the  rapid  preparations  of  Aurungzebe, 
returned  toward  Aurungabad.  He  wrote,  from 
that  city,  letters  to  his  father.  He  pretended 
that  he  had  only  executed  the  orders  of  the  em- 
peror, in  purfuing  Dilere.  Aurungzebe  feemed 
fatistied  with  this  excufe.  His  fon  was  formida- 
ble, and  he  refolved,  by  degrees,  to  divert  him  of 
his  dangerous  power.  A  rebellion  was  thus 
begun  and  ended  without  fhedding  blood.  The 
art  of  the  father  was  confpicuous  in  the  fon. 
1  hey  looked  upon  one  another  with  jealoufy  and 
fear ;  and  it  was  remarkable,  that  when  both 
were  in  the  field,  and  ready  to  engage,  they 
had  carried  their  politenefs  fo  far  as  not  to  utter, 
on  either  fide,  a  fingle  word  of  reproach.  The 
emperor  himfelf,  notwithilanding  his  preparati- 
ons, atrecled  to  fay  to  his  nobles,  that  he  was 
perfectly  convinced  of  the  loyalty  of  his  fon. 
Dilere  re-  Thc  truc  feiitimcnts  of  Aurungzebe,  however, 
wioiued.  appeared  in  the  didinguifiiing  honours  which  he 
beitowcd   on  Dilcre.     That  lord    had    rendered 
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eminent  fervices  to  the  empire.     In  his  march  to     a.  d. 
the  Decan    againfl  Adil  Shaw,  he  had  reduced      "^?^'- 
fome  refractory  Rajas  in    the   mountains,  who,      io^b'. 
having  joined   in  a  confederacy,  refufed  to  pay  '^-'^ — ' 
their  tribute.     He  deviated  from   his   route  into 
the   country  of   Bundela,    and   attacked,  in  his 
territory,  the  Raja  of  Hoda.     The  fpoiis  of  the 
enemy  made  ample  amends  for  the  tribute  which 
had  beenwith-held.     Near  two  millions,  in  jewels 
and  coin,  were  remitted  by  Dilere  to  the  Impe- 
rial treafury.     The  tribute  of  the  reduced  princes 
was  increafed ;  and  the  fuccefsful  general  himfelf 
became  rich  at  the   expence  of    his  foes.     Au- 
rungzebe  added  honours  to  his  wealth  ;  and  with- 
out throwing  any  refledions  on  his  fon,  he  pub- 
licly thanked  the  man  who  had   fo  gallantly   op- 
pofed  his  defigns. 

The  general  peace  which  had  been  eflablifhed  Rebellion 
in  the  empire  by  the  return  of  Shaw  Allum  to 
his  duty,  was,  in  fome  degree,  difturbed  by  an 
infurredion  of  the  wild  barbarians  of  the  north. 
The  Afgan  tribe  of  Eufoph  Zehi,  who  poflefs 
the  heads  of  the  Attoc  and  the  Nilab,  rudied 
down  from  their  mountains  like  a  torrent,  wiih 
thirty  thoufand  men.  They  fpread  terror  and 
devaftation  over  all  the  plains  of  Punjab  ;  having 
invefled  their  chief  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty 
under  the  name  of  Mahommed  Shaw.  This 
prince,  in  the  manifeftoes  which  he  difperfed  in 
his  march,  averred  his  own  defcent  from  Alexan- 
der the  Great,  and  a  daughter  of  the  king  of 
Tranfoxiana.  This  genealogy  was  probably  fa- 
bulous ;  but  the  Afgans  have  high  claims  on  an^ 
tiquity.  A  literary  people,  like  the  Arabs,  and, 
by  their  mountains,  their  poverty,  and  the  pe- 
culiar ferocity  of  their  manners,  fecured  from 
conqueft,  they  have  preferved  among  them  many 

records 
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A.  D      records  of  ancient  authority,  and   undoubted  ere-' 
>66s.      dit. 

1075*  Mahommed  Shaw's  power  of  doing  mifchief  was 

" — -(-^>-^  lefs  problematical  than  his  high  defcent.  The  news 
of  rhe  Af-  of  his  ruinoiis  progrefs  was  carried  to  Aurung- 
8^"^  zebe.     He  ordered  the    governor   of  the   adjoin- 

ing diflricls  to  harafs  the  enemy  till  troops  (hould 
march  to  his  aid.     The   name  ol'  this  officer    was 
ClamiL      Impatient  of  the   infults  of  the    enemy, 
he   refolved  to    attack   them    with   ten    thoufand 
Geikers,  whom  he  had  collefted    from  their  hills 
round  his  Itandard.     He  directed   his  march  to- 
ward the  ferry  of  Haran  on    the    Nilab,  with    a 
determined  refolution  to  give  battle  to  the  rebels. 
'J'he  Afgans,  equally  defirous  of  engaging,  crolfed 
the  river  with  ten  thoufand  of  their  belt    troops, 
and  advanced  inipetuoufly  againli  Camil.     Morad, 
who  commanded   the  van  of  the  Imperial  militia, 
fell  in,  iword   in   hand,  with   the   enemy    before 
they    had    formed.      They     were    thrown     into 
confufion  ;   but  they  obftinately  kept  their  ground, 
and   began  to    furround  iVIorad.     Camil,    in  the 
mean  time,  advanced  with  the  main  body.     'I'he 
battle  became  obltinate   and  doubtful.     Mahom- 
med  behaved  with   a  fpirit    worthy  of  his    new 
dignity.     The  relt  of  his    army  haflened   to    his 
relief;   but  before  their   arrival  he  was   defeated, 
and   he   involved    the  whole    in   his   own  ilight. 
The  Nilab,  unfortunately    for  the  fugitives,  was 
four  miles  in  their  rear.     They  were  purfued  by 
Camil  to    the    banks.     They    plunged    into    the 
river.       More   were   drowned    than   fell    by    the 
fword.     The  red  were  diflioated  ;  and   the  inlur- 
redion  feemed  to  be  entirely  quaflicd. 

Camil,  after  this  fignal  victory,  entered  the 
country  of  the  rebels  with  his  army.  The  go- 
vernor of  Cabul  had,  in  the  mean  time,  detached 
five  thoufand  men,  under  his  lieutenant  Shum- 
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fhir,  to  oppofe  the  Afgans.     Camil  ht  down  be-     a.  D. 
fore  their  (Irong  holds.     They   colleded  an  army      ',<^^??. 
at  the  heads  of  their  valleys,  and  marched  down      ["ojli, 
upon   the   Imperiidifts.     Their  tioops  were  v.o'W'^^-i—^^ 
more  numerous  than  before,  but  not   lefs  unfor- 
tunate.    They  fell   in,    upon    their  march,  with 
Shumfhir,  whofe   army  had  been   augmented  to 
nfteen  thoufand.     The    battle  was  obltinate  ;  and 
the   Afgans  derived   their  own  defeat   from  their 
impetuous    valour.     Strangers  to  regularity  and 
command,  they  rufhed,  without  any  form,  into 
the  heart  of  the  enemy,  and  being   fingly  over- 
come, all  at  laft  took  to  flight.     They   left  fome 
thoufands  dead  on  the  fpot :  the  furvivors  diflipat- 
ed  themfelves  in  their  mountains. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  plain  country,  who  quafaed. 
dreaded  the  incurfions  of  thefe  rude  mountaineers, 
fent  deputations  to  the  emperor  to  requeft:  a 
force  fufficient  to  extirpate  the  rebels.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  application,  ten  thoufand  chofen 
troops  were  ordered  into  the  mountains,  under 
the  conduct  of  iMahommed  Amin,  the  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces.  Camil  and  Shumihir,  be- 
fore his  arrival,  had  joined  their  forces.  They 
marched  up,  through  the  principal  valley,  and 
were  met  by  a  third  army  of  Afgans.  The  rebels, 
averfe  to  the  delays  of  war,  otfered  battle  upon 
their  firfl  appearance  before  the  Imperialifls. 
The  adion  was  bloody.  Mahommed  Shaw,  the 
pretended  defcendant  of  Alexander,  behaved  with 
a  bravery  not  unworthy  of  his  anceftor.  He  led 
his  mountaineers  repeatedly  to  the  charge.  Fired 
with  the  gallant  behaviour  of  their  prince,  they 
were  not  to  be  driven  from  the  field.  The  Im- 
perialifls, having  fuffered  much,  were  upon  the 
point  of  giving  way,  when  a  report  that  the 
prince  was  flain  induced  the  common  foldiers 
among  the  rebels  to  fly.     The  officers   were  left 
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A.  n.     ill   their   pofts  alone.     They  formed   themfelves 
1669.     in  fquadrons ;    but    they  were   furrounded,    and 
three   hundred    chiefs  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.      The  flower   of  the   rebel  army   fell  in 
this  a6lion.     Amin,  in  the   mean  time  arriving, 
purfued   the  fugitives  through  all   their  almoft  in- 
acceflible  vallies  ;  and  levelled    every  thing  with 
the  ground  but  the    rocks,  into  which  a  few  un- 
fortunate Afgans  found  a  refuge  from  the  fvi'ords 
of  the  vigors. 
A  general       A  general  peace   was  now  eflablifhed  over   all 
P*""*"'       the    empire.      Aurungzebe,    to     whom  bufmefs 
was  amufement,  employed  himfelf  in  making  fa- 
lutary  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjedso 
He   loved  money,  becaufe  it   was  the  foundation 
of  power  ;   and  he  encouraged  induftry  and  com- 
merce, as   they  encreafed  his  revenue.     He  him- 
felf, in  the   mean  time,  led  the  life  of  a  hermit, 
in  the  midil  of  a  court,  unequalled  in  its  fplendour. 
The  pomp  of  ftate,  he  found,  from  experience, 
was  not  neceflary  to  eftablifh  the  power  of  a  prince 
of  abilities,  and  he   avoided  its    trouble,    as  he 
liked   not   its  vanity.      He    however  encouraged 
magnificence  among  his  officers  at  court,  and  his 
deputies  in  the  provinces.     The  ample  allowance 
granted  to  them  from  the  revenue,  was  not,  they 
were  made  to  underiland,  to  be  hoarded  up  for 
their   private  ufe.     "  The  money  is  the  property 
of  the  empire,"  laid  Aurungzebe  ;  "  and  it  mufl 
be  employed  in  giving  weight  to  thofe  who  exe- 
cute its  laws." 
Atncnifi-        ^^  Opportunity  offered    itlclf  to  his  magnifi- 
cent rec«*p- cence  and  gencrofity  in  the  beginning  of  the  ele- 
;;;;"/j/^S'cnth  year  of  his   reign.     Abdalla,  king  of   the 
BiiCharia.   Leiler   Bucharia,    lineally    defcended     Irom     the 
great    Zingis,  having  abdicated  the  throne  to  his 
fon   Aliris,  advanced   into  Tibet  in   his   way    to 
Mecca.     He  fent  a   mcffage  to  Aurungzebe,  re- 
quefting  a  permifTion  for  himfelf  and   his  retinue 
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to  pafs  through  India.  The  emperor  ordered 
the  governor  of  Caflimire  to  receive  the  royal 
pilgrim  with  all  imaginary  pomp,  and  to  fupply 
him  with  every  article  of  luxury  and  convenience 
at  the  public  expence.  The  governors  of  dif- 
tricls  were  commanded  to  attend  Abdalla  from 
province  to  province,  with  all  their  f'^Uowers. 
The  troops,  in  every  place  through  which  he 
was  to  pafs,  were  diredled  to  pay  him  all  mili- 
tary honours  ;  and,  in  this  manner,  he  advanced 
to  Delhi,  and  was  received  by  the  emperor  at 
the  gates  of  the  city.  Having  remained  fcven 
months  in  the  capital,  he  was  condu6ted  with  the 
fame  pomp  and  magnificence  to  Surat,  where  he 
embarked  for  Arabia. 
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CHAP.    VII. 


Obfervaiions — Educaiion  of  Eaftern  princes — G^- 
n'lm  of  Aurung-z.ehc — His  attention  to  jufticc — 
Contempt  of  pomp — Auftcrity — Clemency — Know- 
ledge— Public  buildings — Encouragement  to  letters 
— Charity — Skill  in  war — Manly  exereifes — 
Continence —  Acccffiblenefs — Amufements — Cere- 
monies     of   reception — Creation    of   nobles — Bu- 

Jinefs  of  the  7norning — noon — and  evening — Ob- 

fervations. 


OiTervc-  ThOUGH  Hiftory  lofes  half  her  dignity  in 
tion?.  defcending  to  unimportant  particulars,  when  fhe 
brings  information,  (lie  cannot  fail,  even  in  her 
moft  negligent  drefs,  to  pleafe.  The  fmgular 
good  fortune  and  abilities  of  Aurungzebe  ftamp 
a  kind  of  confcqucnce  on  every  circumftance, 
which  contributed  to  raife  him  to  a  throne,  which 
his  merit  deferved  to  poffefs  without  a  crime. 
The  line  of  his  public  conduct,  in  rifing  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  ambition,  has  already  been  followed  with 
fome  precifion ;  but  his  private  life,  which  pre- 
pared him  for  the  grcatnefs  at  which  he  had  now 
arrived,  remains  ftiil  in  the  fliade.  To  bring  for- 
ward 
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ward  the  obje£ls  which  have  hitherto  lain  dlf- 
tant  and  dim  behind,  will  heicrhten  the  features 
of  the  picture,  and  perhaps  recommend  it  to 
thofe  wh  J  wiQi  to  fee  the  glare  of  great  tranf- 
adions  tempered  wirh  anecdote. 

The  education  of  the  natives  of  Afia  is  con-  Unfavour- 
fined ;  that  of  young  men  of  diftinflion  alvvays  catfcn 
private.  They  are  fhut  up  in  the  haram  from 
infancy  till  their  feventh  or  eighth  year  ;  or,  if  they 
are  permitted  to  come  abroad,  it  is  only  under 
the  care  of  eunuchs,  a  race  of  men  more  effe- 
minate than  the  women  whom  they  guard.  Chil- 
dren, therefore,  imbibe  in  early  youth  little  fe- 
male cunning  and  diffimulation,  with  a  tindure 
of  all  thofe  inferior  pailions  and  prejudices  which 
are  improper  for  public  life.  Ihe  indolence^ 
natural  to  the  climate,  is  encouraged  by  example. 
They  loll  whole  days  on  filken  fophas ;  they 
learn  to  make  nofegays  of  falfe  flowers  with  tall:e, 
to  bathe  in  rofe-water,  to  anoint  themfelves  with 
perfumes,  whiKt  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  foul 
lofe  their  vigour,   through  want  of  cultivation. 

Princes  are  permitted,  at  ten  years  of  age,  to  of  eaftem 
appear  in  the  hall  of  audience.  A  tutor  attends  P' 
them,  who  impofes  upon  them  no  reftraint. 
They  receive  little  benefit  from  his  inftruclions, 
Tind  they  advance  frequently  into  life  without 
having-  their  minds  embued  with  any  confiderable 
knowledge  of  letters.  They  are  married  to  fome 
beautiful  woman  at  twelve,  and  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  that  a  boy,  in  pofleffion  of  fuch  an  en- 
chanting play-thing  as  a  young  wife,  will  give 
much  attention  to  the  dry  fludy  of  grammar. 
The  abilities  of  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ti- 
mur,  it  mull  be  confeifed,  extricated,  when  they 
advanced  in  life,  their  minds  from  the  effects  of 
this  ruinous  mode  of  palling  youth.  The  mod 
of  them  were  men  of  letters,  and  given  to   in- 
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quiry  ;  but    their  attention   to  the   education  of 
their  children,  could  not  altogether  Tuperfede  the 
inherent  prejudices  of  tlieir  country. 
Eirlv  ge        Shaw  Jehan  was  extremely  anxious  in  traininf^ 
rtingzebl'^' up  his  fons  in  all  the  literature  and  knoxyledge  of 
the  Eafl,     He    delivered  each   of    them  into   the 
hands  of   men   of    virtue  as  well  as   of   letters  ; 
he  railed  the  tutors  to    dignities  in    the   (late,  ta 
imprefs  awe   upon  their   pupils,    and    to    induce 
them   to  lillen   to  their    precepts.     Aurungzebe, 
however,  was  not  fortunate  in  his  mafter.     His 
renius  tlew   before  the  abilities   of    the  teacher  ^ 
and  the  latter,  to    cover  his   own  ignorance,  em- 
ployed the  aclive   mind  of  the  prince   in   difficult 
and   unprofitable   ftudies.      Being  naturally   re- 
markably ferious,  he  gave  up  his  whole  lime  to 
application.     The  common   amufements   of  chil- 
dren gave  him  no  pleafure.     He  was  frequently 
known,  whilft  yet   he  was  very  young,  to   retire 
from  the  puerile  buffoonery  of    his   attendants, 
to  the  dry  and  difficult  ftudy  of  the  Perfian  and 
Arabic   languages.     His  affiduity  prevailed  over 
the  duilnefs  of  his  tutor,  and  he  made  a  progrefs 
far  beyond  his  years. 
i!i<:  att;-n.      Time  had  eftablifiied  into  an   almoft   indifpen- 
ticeT'^"' fible   <^ii'y?  ^bat  the  emperor,  with   his  aifeffors, 
the  principal  judges,  was  to  fit  for  two  hours  every 
day  in  the  hall  of  juftice,    to  hear  and  decide 
caufes.     Shaw  Jehan,  who  took  great  delight  in 
promoting  juftice,  frequently  exceeded  the  ufual 
time.     Aurungzebe,  while  yet  but  twelve  years 
of  age,  (food    conltanily   near   the   throne;  and 
he  made  remarks,  with  uncommon  fagacity,  upon 
the  merits  of  the  caufes  which  were  agitated  be- 
fore  his  father.      The    emperor   feemed    highly 
pleafed  at  abilities  which    afterwards   ruined  his 
own  power.     He  often  allied  the  opinion   of  his 
fon,  for  amufement,  upon  points   of  equity,  and 
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he   frequently  pronounced  fentence  in  the  very 
terms  of  Aurungzebe's  decifion. 

When  he  wasj  in   his  early   youth,  appointed  contempt 
to  the  government  of  a  province,  he  was  obliged,  and  fllTe- 
by  his  office,  to  imitate,  though  in  miniature,  the  rv, 
mode  of  the  court.     He  had  his  hall  of  audience, 
he  prefided  in  his  court  of  jullice;  he  reprefented 
royalty  in   all   its   forms,  except  in  its  pomp  and 
magnificence,  to  which  the    natural    aufterity  of 
his    manners  had  rendered  him  an  enemy.     He 
exhibited,  upon  every  occafion,  an  utter  averfion 
to  flatterers  :    he  admitted  not,   into  his  prefence, 
men    of  diffolute  manners.     The  firft  he  thought 
infulted  his  judgment,  the    latter  difgraced    him 
as    the  guardian  of    the   morality,  as  well  as  of 
the    property,  of    the  people.     Muficians,    dan- 
cers, and  fingers,  he  banidied  from  his  court,  as 
foes  to  gravity    and  virtue.     Mimics,  adors,  and 
buffoons,  he  drove  from  his  palace,  as  an  ufelefs 
race  of  men. 

His  drefs  was  always  plain  and  fimple.  He  ^,^5*^^% 
wore,  upon  feftival  days  only,  cloth  of  gold,  Indretsl 
adorned  with  jewels.  He,  however,  changed  his 
drefs  twice  a-day,  being  remarkably  cleanly  in 
his  perfon.  When  he  rofe  in  the  morning,  he 
plunged  into  the  bath,  and  then  retired  for  a 
fhori  time  to  prayers.  Religion  fuited  the  feri- 
ous  turn  of  his  mind  ;  and  he  at  la!l  became  an 
enthufiafl:  through  habit.  In  his  youth  he  never 
ftirred  abroad  on  Friday  ;  and  ihould  he  happen 
to  be  in  the  field,  or  on  a  hunting  party,  he  fuf- 
pended  all  bufmefs  and  diverfions.  Zealous  for 
the  faith  of  Mahommed,  he  rewarded  profelytes 
with  a  liberal  hand,  though  he  did  not  chufe  to 
perfecute  thofe  of  different  perfuaiions  in  matters 
of  religion. 

He  carried  his  aufterity  and  regard  for  morali-  H'sauHe- 
ty  into  the  throne.     He  made  ftricl  laws  againfl  love 

vices 


424 


THE  HISTORY  OF  HINDOSTAN. 


vices  of  every  kind.  He  was  fevere  againfl 
adultery  and  fornication  ;  and  aj^ainll  a  certain 
unnatural  crime,  he  iflued  various  edids.  In 
the  adm.niilratio'i  of  jultice,  he  was  indefatiga- 
ble, vigihmt,  and  exad.  lie  fat  almoil  every 
day  in  judgment,  and  he  chofe  men  ot  virtue,  as 
vvell  as  remarkable  for  their  knowledge  in  the 
law,  fur  his  arftilors.  When  the  caufe  apjDeared 
intricate,  it  was  left  to  the  exan^inction  of  the 
\  bench    of  judges,    in   their   common    and    ufual 

court.     Ihey  were  to  report  upon  fuch  caufes  as 
had  originated  before   the  throne ;  and  the   em- 
peror, after  vieighing  their  realons  with  caution, 
pronounced  judgment,  and  determined  the  fuit. 
of  ji!  ice.        Ill   the  courts    of  the    governors  of  provinces, 
and  even  often  on  the  benches  on  which  his  depu- 
ties fat  in    judgment,  he    kept    fpies    upon   their 
conduct.      Though    thefe    were  kno'vn   to   exiit, 
their    perfons    were    not    known.     The    princes, 
his  fons,  as   well  as  the   other  viceroys,  were    in 
conflant    terror ;  nor  durft:  they  exercife  the  lead 
degree  of  opprelHon  againfl:  the  fuhje<^l,  as  every 
thing  found  its  way  to  the    ears  of  the   emperor. 
1  hey  weie  turned  out  of  their  cffice  upon  the  lead 
well-founded   complaint  ;  and  when  they  appear- 
ed in  the  prefencc,  the  nature  of  their  crime  was 
put  in  writing   into  their  hands.     Stript  of  their 
eftares  and  lionours,  they  were  obliged  to  appear 
every  day    at  court,  as    an   example  to   others  ; 
ar.i  after  being  punilhed   for   fome  time   in  this 
manner,  according  to  the   degree  of  their  crime, 
they  were  reflored    to    favour  j    the   moll  guilty 
were  baniihed  fc^r    life. 
l-rsc>-  Capital    punifhments  were  almoft    totally    un- 

known under  Aurungzcbe.  The  adherents  of  his 
brothers,  who  contended  with  him  for  the  em- 
pire, were  freely  pardoned  when  they  laid  down 
their  arms.     \Vhen  th-jy  appeared  in  his  prefence, 

they 
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they  were  received  as  new  fubjecls,  not  as  inve- 
terate rebels.  Naturally  mild  and  moderate 
through  policy,  he  feemed  to  forget  that  they 
had  not  been  always  his  friends.  When  he  ap- 
peared in  public,  he  clothed  his  features  with  a 
complacent  benignity,  which  pleafed  all.  Thofe 
who  had  trembled  at  his  name,  from  the  fame 
of  his  rigid  juftice,  when  they  faw  him,  found 
themfelves  at  eafe.  They  could  exprefs  them- 
felves,  in  his  pref'^nce,  with  the  greateft  freedom 
and  compofure.  His  affabihty  gave  to  them  confi- 
dence ;  and  he  fecured  to  himfclf  their  efleem 
by  the  fhricl  impartiality  of  his  decifions. 

His  long  experience  in  bufmefs,  together  with  Know- 
the  acutenefs  and  retentivenefs  of  his  mind,  ren-'c"^^^°^ 
dered  him  mailer  even  of  the  detail  of  the  affairs" 
of  the  empire.     He  remembered    the   rents,  he 
was    thoroughly '  acquainted    with    the  ufages  of 
every  particular  dillrict.     He  was  wont  to  write 
down  in  his  pocket-book,    every   thing    that  oc- 
curred to  him  through  the  day.    He  formed  a  fyf- 
tematical  knowledge  of  every   thing   concerning 
the  revenue,  from  his  notes,  to  which,  upon  eve- 
ry neceffary  occafion,  he  recurred.     I'he   gover- 
nors of  the  provinces,  and  even  the  collectors  in 
the  diftri£ls,  when  he  examined  either,    on   the 
ftate  of  their  refpeftive  departments,  were  afraid 
of    mifreprefentation    or     ignorance.       The    firfl 
ruined  them  for  ever  j   the  latter  turned  them  out 
of  their  offices. 

His  public  buildings  partook  of  the  temper  of  Public 
his  own  mind.  Thev  were  rather  ufeful  than  ^^''^^"'£'- 
fplendid.  At  every  Itage,  from  Cabul  to  Au- 
rungabad,  from  Guzerat  to  Bengal,  through  the 
city  of  Agra,  he  built  houfcs  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  travellers.  'Ihefe  were  maintained  at 
the  public  expence.  They  were  fupplied  with 
\i-'ood,  with   uteiiiils   of  cookery,  with   a    certain 

portion 
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portion  of  r5ce  and  other  provifions.      The  houfes 
which  his   prcdcceffors  had  '.'rcdcJ    on  by-roads, 
were  repaired  ;   b:  :dges   were   built   on  the  fmall 
rivers  ;   vmd  boats  furnifhed  for  palling  the  large, 
ra'gemnit    '    ^'"^  ^*'  ^'^^  prii'cipal    cJties  of  India,  the   empe- 
to  isttcrc.   ror  founded  univerfities;     in  every  inferior  town 
he  eredrd  fchools.     Mailers,  paid  from  the  trea- 
ftiry,  were  appoiiiteti  for  the  inihudion  of  youth. 
]V!en  of  knoun    abilities,  heaour,  and   learning, 
were    appointed    lo   ex-citnine    into     the  iprogrefs 
which  the  learners   made,  and  to   prevent  indo- 
lence   and   inattention    in    the    inaiters.       Many 
houfes  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  maimed 
were  ereded  ;   which  were  endowed    with  a  reve- 
nue from  the  crown.     The  emperor,  in  the  mean 
time,    colleded    all   the  books   which    could  be 
found  on  every  fubjed  ;  and,  afttr  orc!cring  many 
copies  of  each  to  be  made,  public   libraries  were 
formed,    for  the    convenience   of    learned    men, 
who  had  accefs  to  them   at  ple?fure.     lie  wrote 
often  to  the  learned  in  every  corner  of  his  domi- 
nions, with   his  own  hand.     lie    called  them    to 
court ;  and  placed  them,  according  to    tiieir  abi- 
lit>s,  in    offices   in    the  flate  ;   thofe,  who    were 
verfed  in  the  commentaries   on   the  Coran,  were 
raifed  to   the  dignity  of  judges,    in  the   different 
courts  of  jufiice. 
Skill  and        Aurungzcbe   was  as  experienced  in  war,  as  he 
co^.^r^ge  ,n  ^^^^   -^^  ^|^^  ^^^^  ^^    peace.     Though  his   per/onal 

courage  was  almoft  unparalleled,  he  always  en- 
deavoured to  conquer  more  by  (Iratagem  than  by 
force.  To  fucceed  by  art  ilircw  honour  upon 
liim/elf;  to  fubdue  by  power  acquired  to  others 
fame.  Such  was  his  coolnefs  in  adion,  that,  at 
the  rinng  and  fctting  fun,  the  times  app(;intci{ 
for  prayer,  he  never  neglcded  fo  attend  to  that 
duty,    though    in  the  midfl  ot  battle.     Devout 

to 
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to  excefs,  he  never  engaged  in  adlion  without 
prayer  ;  and  for  every  vklory,  he  ordered  a  day 
of  thankfgiving,  and  one  of  feftivity  and  joy. 

In  the  art  of  writing,  Aurungzebe  excelled  in  Learning 
an  eminent  degree.  He  wrote  many  letters  with 
his  own  hand  ;  he  correded  always  the  ditflion 
of  his  fecretaries.  He  never  permitted  a  letter 
•of  bufmels  to  he  dilpatched,  without  critically 
examining  it  himlelf.  He  was  verfed  in  the 
Perfian  and  Aral'ic  :  he  wrote  the  lanffuaore  of 
■his  znceltors  the  Moguls,  and  all  the  various  dia- 
lects of  India.  In  his  didion  he  was  concife  and 
nervous ;  and  he  reduced  all  difpatches  to  a  bre- 
vity and  precifion,  which  prevented  all  mifcon- 
flruaion  and  perplexity. 

Though  not  remarkable  for  his  flrength  of  ^^  ninths 
body,  he  v.'as  extremely  active  in  the  exercifes  erdies.^*' 
of  the  field.  lie  was  an  excellent  archer;  he 
threw  the  lance  with  grace ;  and  he  was  fo  good  a 
hcrfeman,  that  few  men  durft  follow  him  in  the 
chace.  He  underftood  the  ufe  of  firearms  fo 
well,  that  he  (hot  deer  on  full  fpeed  from  his 
horfe.  When  he  wandered  over  the  country  in 
-purfuit  of  game,  he  did  not  forget  the  concerns 
eof  the  Rate.  He  examined  the  nature  of  the 
?foil,  he  enquired  even  of  common  labourers  con- 
cerning its  produce.  He  underltocd,  and,  thcre- 
iore,  encouraged  agriculture.  He  iiTued  an  edict, 
that  the  rents  (];ould  not  be  raifed  on  thofe 
who,  by  their  iiidiiltry,  had  improved  their  farms. 
He  mentioned,  in  the  edict,  that  fuch  pradlice 
was  at  cnce.uiijull:  and  impolitic  ;  that  it  checked 
the  fpirit  of  improvement,  and  impoverilhed  th^ 
Aate:  "  And  w- it  joy,"  faid  he,  "  can  Au- 
rungzebe have  in  pofTtilng  wealrh  in  the  midfl  of 
public  diilrefs.?" 

Though 
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Chaflity.        Though  he  entertained  many  women,  accords 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  his  country,  it  was  only  for 
ftate.      He    contented    himfelf   with  his   lawful 
wives,  and  thefe   only  in  fucceflion ;    when  one 
either  died  or  became  old.     He  fpent  very  little 
time  in  the  apartments  of  his  women.     He  rofe 
every  morning  at  the   dawn  of  day,    and    went 
into  the  bathing-chamber  ;  which  communicated 
with  a  private  chapel,  to   which  he    retired  for 
half  an  hour,  to    prayers.     Returninp^  into   his 
apartments  from  chapel,  he  fpent   half  an  hour 
in  reading   fome  book  of  devotion  j    and  then 
went  into  the   haram  to  drefs.     He  entered  the 
chamber  of  juftice  generally  about  feven  o'clock  ; 
and  there  fat  with    the  judges,    read  petitions, 
and  decided    caufes    till  nine.     Jullice   was  dif- 
penfed    in    a  fammary    manner ;    and     rewards 
and  puniflmients  were   immediate  ;   the  difputes, 
which   were    not    clear,    having     been    already 
weighed  by  the  judges  in  their  own  court. 
AccefTi-         The  people  in  general  had  accefs  into  the  cham- 
bienefsto   ber  of  jufticc ;  and  there  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  laying   their  grievances   and  dillrelTes  before 
their     fovereign.     Aurungzcbe     ordered    always 
a  fum  of  money  to  be  placed  by  his  fide  on   the 
bench ;  and  he  relieved  the  neceifitous   with  his 
own  hand.     Large  fums  were  in  this  manner  ex- 
pended every  day ;  and,  as   the   court   was   open 
to  all,  the  unfortunate  found,  invariably,  a  re- 
fource  in  the  Imperial  bounty. 
Amufe-         The  emperor  retired  at  nine  to  breakfafl ;  and 
meats.       continued  for  an  hour  with  his  family.     He  then 
came  forth  into  a  balcony,  which  faced  the  great 
fquare.     He  fat   there    to   re- lew    his   elephants, 
which  pafTed  before  him   in   gorgeous   caparifons. 
He  fumetimcs  amufcd  himfelf  with   the   battles  of 
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tygers  and  leopards,  fometimes  with  thofeof  gaz- 
zelles,  elks,  and  a  variety  of  ferocious  animals. 
On  particular  days,  fquadrons  of  horfe  pafled  in 
review.  The  fine  horfes  of  his  own  flables  were 
alfo  brought,  at  times,  before  him,  with  all  their 
magnificent  trappings,  mounted  by  his  grooms, 
who  exhibited  various  feats  of  horfemanfhip. 
The  balcony  in  which  he  fat  was  called  the 
PLACE  OF  Privacy,  as  it  looked  from  the  ha- 
ram,  and  the  ladies  faw  every  thing  from  behind 
their  fcreens  of  gauze. 

An  hour  beincr  fpent  at  this  amufement,  the  ^'•}'^  "\°^^ 
emperor,  generally  about  eleven  o'clock,  made  uig 
his  appearance  in  the  great  hall  of  audience. 
There  all  the  nobles  were  ranged  before  the 
throne,  in  two  lines,  according  to  their  dignity. 
AmbalTadors,  viceioys,  commanders  of  armies, 
Indian  princes,  and  officers,  who  had  returned 
from  various  fervices,  were  introduced  in  the  fol- 
lowing form :  The  Meer  Hajib,  or  the  lord  in 
waiting,  uQiers  each  into  the  prefence.  At  the 
diflancc  of  twenty  yards  from  the  throne,  the 
perfon  to  be  prefented  is  commanded  by  one  of 
the  mace-bearers  to  bow  three  times  very  low; 
raifing  his  hand  each  time  from  the  ground  to  his 
forehead.  The  mace-bearer,  at  each  bow,  calls 
out  aloud,  that  fuch  a  perfon  falutes  the  Emperor 
OF  THE  World.  He  is  then  led  up,  between 
the  two  lines  of  the  nobles,  to  the  foot  of  the 
fleps  which  afcend  to  the  throne ;  and  there  the 
fame  ceremony  is  again  performed.  He  then 
moves  llowly  up  along  the  (leps,  and,  if  he  is  a 
man  of  high  quality,  or  much  in  favour,  he  is 
permitted  to  make  his  offering  to  the  emperor 
himfelf,  who  touches  one  of  the  gold  roupees; 
and  it  being  laid  down,  the  lord  of  the  privy- 
purfe  receives  the  whole.  The  emperor  fome- 
times 
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times  fpeaks  to  the  perfon  introduced :  when  he 
does  not,  the  p'jrfon  retires,  keeping  his  face 
toward  the  fovereign,  and  performs  the  fame 
ceremonies  at  the  fame  places  as  before, 
and  cren'-  The  introduction  of  an  officer,  when  he  is 
j-iij^  the  no- j.^jf-^,^^  into  the  rank  of   Omrahs,  is  the  fame  with 

that  already  delcribed.     When  he  retires  from 
the  (teps  of  the  throne,  the  emperor  gives   his 
commands  aloud  to  clothe  him  with  a  rich  drefs, 
ordering  a  fum   of  money,    not   exceeding  a  lack 
of  roupecs,  to  be  laid  before  him.     He  is,  at  the 
fame    time,    prefented    with   two  elephants,    one 
male   and    one   female,    caparifoned,   two  horfes 
with    rich    furniture,    a   travelling   bed  elegantly- 
decorated,  a  complete  drefs,  if  once  worn  by  his 
Imperial  majeHy   the  more   honourable,  a  fword 
fludded  with  diamonds,  a  jewel   for  the  front  of 
his    turban.     The   enfigns   of  his  rank  are  alfo 
laid   before   him ;    fiies^    drums,    colours,  filver 
maces,  filver  bludgeons,  fpears,  the  tails  of  pea- 
cocks, filver  fifh,    filver  dragons,  with   his   titles 
engraved,  with  a  parchment  containing  his  patent 
of  dignity,  and  the  Imperial  grant  of  an  eftate. 
nhebufi-       The  hall  of  audience  in  the  city  of  Delhi,  was 
rairnfn^'r^'^^^^^  Clielfittoon,  or  Hall  of  Forty  Pillars,  as 
the  name  imports.     In  the  fquare  which   opened 
to  the  hallj  the  cavaliers,  or   foldiers   of  fortune, 
who  wanted  to  be  employed  in   the   Imperial  fer- 
vice,  prefented  themfelves  completely   armed   on 
liorfeback,  with  their  troop  of  dependents.     The 
emperor    fometimes    reviewed    them ;    and,  after 
they  had  exhibited  their  feats  of  military  dexterity 
before  hiui,  they  were   received   into   pay.     The 
Manlebdars,  or  the  lower   rank  of  nobility,  pre- 
fentetl    themfelves    in    another    fquare ;    ariizans, 
with    their    mod    curious    inventions,  occupied  a 
third,  and  they  were  encouraged  acconling  to  the 

utility 
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utility  and  elegance  of  their  work.  The  huntf- 
men  filled  a  fourth  court.  They  prefented  their 
game,  confiding  of  every  fpecies  of  animals  and 
hearts  common  in  the  empire. 

Aurungzebe,  about  one  o'clock,  retired  into  noon,  and 
the  Guifel  Ghana,  or  bathing-chamber,  into  which  ^^^"'"i^* 
the  great  ofUcers  of  ftate  were  only  admitted. 
There  affairs  of  inferior  concern,  fuch  as  the  dif- 
pofal  of  offices,  were  tranlacled.  At  half  part: 
two  o'clock,  he  retired  into  the  harani  to  dine. 
He  fpent  an  hour  at  table,  and  then,  in  the  hot 
feafon,  flumbered  on  a  fopha  for  half  an  hour. 
He  generally  appeared  at  four,  in  the  b..lcony 
above  the  great  gate  of  the  palace.  A  mob  of  all 
kinds  of  people  aiTembled  there  before  him  ;  fome 
to  claim  his  bounty,  others  to  prefer  complaints 
againft  the  officers  of  the  crown.  He  retired  at 
fix,  into  the  chapel  to  prayers  ;  and,  in  half  an 
hour,  he  entered  the  Guffel  Ghana,  into  which, 
at  that  hour,  the  members  of  the  cabintt  were 
only  admitted.  He  there  took  their  advice  upon 
all  the  important  and  fecret  affairs  of  government ; 
and  from  thence  orders  were  ifiued  to  the  various 
departments  of  the  ftate.  He  was  often  detained 
till  it  was  very  late  in  this  council,  as  converfa- 
tion  was  mixed  with  bufinefs ;  but  about  nine, 
he  generally  retired  into  the  haram. 

Such  is  the  manner  in  which  Aurungzebe  com-  ohfen-a- 
monly  parted  his  time ;  but  he  was  not  always  re 
gular.  He  appeared  not  fome  days  in  the  cham- 
ber of  juftice;  and  other  days  there  was  no  pub- 
lic audience^  When  the  particular  bufinefs  of 
any  department  required  extraordinary  attention, 
that  of  others  was  from  neceffity  poftponed.  Par- 
ticular days  were  fet  apart  for  auditing  eh':;  ac- 
counts of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  fome  for  re- 
viewing the  troops  j  and  fome  were  dedicated  to 

feftivity. 
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feflivity.  Though  Aurungzcbe  bore  ail  the 
marks  of  an  enthufiafi:  in  his  private  behaviour, 
he  did  not  flop  the  progrefs  of  bufinefs  by  many 
days  of  thanklgiving  ;  for  he  often  declared,  that, 
without  ufing  the  means,  it  were  prefumptuous 
to  hope  for  any  benefit  from  prayer. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1  H  E  nature  of  a  government  is  bed  undef- 
ftood  from  the  power  which  it  communicates  to 
its  officers.  The  author  of  the  preceding  Hiftory 
has  thought  proper  to  fubjoin  to  his  Work 
the  foims  of  commifTions  granted  by  the  empe- 
ror to  his  fervants  in  the  provinces.  They  will 
ferve  to  juftify  his  obfervations  on  the  policy  of 
the  Imperial  houfe  of  Timur,  who  wrre  too  jea- 
lous of  their  own  authority  to  commit  their 
power,  without  refervation,  to  the  hands  of  their 
deputies.  'J  he  Defpot  derived  the  (lability  of  his 
throne  from  the  opinion  which  the  people  form- 
ed of  his  paternal  care  of  their  happinefs  and 
profpei'ity.  Wanton  oppreflion  is  an  a6t  of  folly, 
not  of  true  defpotifm,  which  leaves  to  mankind 
a  few  rights,  which  render  them  worthy  of  being 
commanded. 
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NUMBER      I. 


TENOR  OF   A    NABOb's   FIRMAN. 


1  HE  mandate  of  the  emperor,  the  fhadow  of 

God,  from  the  fource  of  his  bounty  and  favour, 

iffues  forth    hke     the    world-enlightening   funj 

conferring  upon    the  moft  refpecled  of   nobles, 

the  pillar  of  the  empire,  the  ftrength  of  fortune,  the 

pattern  of  true  greatnefs,  Mubariz-ul-dien  Chan 

Bahadur,  the  high  office  of  Lord  of  the  Subadary, 

commander    and  governor    of  the    province  of 

Allahabad,  giving  into   his  hands  the  full  povi'er 

of  contracting,    diffolving,    appointing    and  dif- 

miffing,  as  he  fhall  think  proper  and  necelTary 

in   that  province.     But  notwithftanding  we  have 

many  proofs  of  his  jullice,  humanity,  experience 

Vol  III.  N  n  and 
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and  valour,  he  mud  conform  to  the  fcope  and 
meaning  of  the  following  directions,  nor  permit 
the  minuted  article  of  them  to  pafs  unobferved. 

He  mufl:  watch  over  the  fafety  and  happinefs 
of  that  country,  taking  particular  care  that  the 
weak  fhall  not  be  opprefled  by  the  Urong,  nor 
in  any  manner  difpoflefled  of  thofe  tenements 
which  have  been  long  occupied  by  themfelves  and 
their  progenitors. 

He  fhall  make  the  ufages  of  the  country,  and 
the  rights  of  the  fubjed  his  fludy,  and  fhall  be 
accountable  for  the  revenues  to  commilTaries  of 
the  royal  exchequer,  after  a  dedudion  of  the 
neceflary  expences  of  the  province,  and  what 
fhall  be  received  by  the  agents  of  Jagueerdars. 

He  fliall  punifh  fuch  as  refufe  to  pay  the  ufual 
duties  and  flipulated  rents,  as  an  example  to 
others ;  and  he  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  and 
repeatedly,  tranfmit  an  account  of  all  his  tranfaQi- 
ons  to  the  prefence. 

Be  it  known  unto  all  Mutafiddys,  Crories, 
Jagueerdars,  Zemindars,  Canongoes,  Choudries, 
Muckuddums  and  Ryots,  that  this  molt  refpe6led 
of  nobles  is  created  Lord  of  the  Subadary,  that 

they 
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they  may  not  on  any  account  difpute  his  juft 
commands,  and  that  they  fliall  fubje£l  themfelves 
to  his  authority.  And  fhould  any  Jagueerdar, 
Zemindar,  or  others,  refufe  to  comply  with  his 
jufl  orders  or  demands,  he  Ihall  dilpoflefs  them 
of  their  lands,  and  fend  a  particular  account  of 
their  behaviour  to  court,  that  we  may  judge  of 
the  fame,  and,  if  thought  proper,  fend  others 
from  the  prefence  to  fupply  their  places.  In  this 
proceed  according  to  order,  nor  deviate  from  it. 


NUMBER     II. 


DEWAN*S    COMMISSION. 


AS  it  is  fome  time  fmce  the  particular  ac- 
counts of  the  coUedions  and  difburfements  of  the 
province  of  Moultan,  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
the  Imperial  prefence,  we  have  reafon  to  fufpe£l 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  prefent 
Bewan.  On  that  account,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  appoint  the  mod  ceconomical  and  exadt 
of  our  fervants,  the  experienced  in  bufmefs  Chaja 
Abdul  Aftar,  to  the  office  of  Dewan,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  enfuing  terra.     He  is  there- 

N  n  2  fore 
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fore  commanded  to  proceed  in  that  bufmefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftablifhed  rules  and  cuftoms ; 
to'  infpe£l  the  colle6lions  of  the  Malajat  and 
Sairjat  of  the  royal  lands,  and  to  look  after  the 
Jagieerdars,  and  in  general  all  that  belongs  to 
the  royal  revenues,  the  amount  of  which  he  is  to 
fend  to  the  public  treafury,  after  the  grofs  ex- 
pences  of  the  province  are  difcharged  according 
to  the  ufual  eflablifhment ;  the  particular  account 
of  which,  he  is  at  the  fame  time  to  forward  to 
the  prefence,  as  well  as  the  accounts  of  the  for- 
mer Dewan.  He  is  commanded  to  treat  the 
Ryots  with  mlldnefs  and  humanity,  that  they 
may  employ  themfelves  without  diflurbance  in 
their  buildings,  cultivation,  and  other  occupations  ; 
that  the  province  may  flourifh  and  increafe  in  wealth 
from  year  to  year,  under  our  happy  government. 
Let  all  officers  of  the  revenues,  Crories,  Canon- 
goes,  and  Jagieerdars  of  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
vince, acknowledge  the  aforefaid  as  Dewan  by  our 
royal  appointment,  and  they  are  commanded  to  be 
accountable  to  him  for  all  that  appertains  to 
the  Dewanny,  and  to  conceal  nothing  from  him  ; 
to  fubjeft  themfelves  to  his  jud  commands,  m 
every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to  the  laws,  and 
tending  to  the   profperity  and  happinefs  of  our 

realms. 
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realms.     In  this  proceed  according  to   the  tenor, 
nor  deviate  from  it. 


NUMBER   III. 


TENOR    OF    A    JAGIEER. 


THE  illuftrious  mandate,  neceflary  to  be 
obeyed,  ilTues  forth  commanding,  That  the  funi 
of  thirty  lacks  of  Dams,  arifmg  from  different 
lands  in  the  Pergunna  of  Chizer-abad,  poffeiTed 
by  the  flower  of  nobility  Mirza  Feridon  Beg,  is 
from  the  commencement  of  the  firft  harvefl:  of 
the  prefent  year,  confirmed  and  fettled  in  Jagieer 
upon  the  moft  favoured  of  fervants  attending  the 
royal  prefence,  Muckirrib  Chan  Bahadur.  Let 
all  Chowdries,  Canongoes  and  tenants  who  have 
any  concern  with,  or  who  occupy  the  above- 
mentioned  lands  acknowledge  him  as  Jagurdar, 
and  pay  unto  him,  or  his  agents,  the  ufual  rents 
belonging  to  the  Devvanny  without  delay  ox  re- 
fufal ;  and  let  the  balances  that  may  be  due  at 
that  term  be  difcharged  to  the  former  incumbent. 
In  this  matter  let  there  be  no  obHrudion,  and  let 
it  proceed  according  to  the  order. 

NUM- 
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NUMBER     IV. 

A     FIRMAN     GRANTING    LANDS    TO     A 
ZIMINDAR. 

ON  this  aufpicious  day,  the  Firman  that  com- 
municates joy  and  happinefs  is  ilTued  forth.  We 
have,  of  our  royal  grace  and  favour,  conferred  up- 
on the  learned,  devout  and  experienced  Shech  Sadi, 
and  his  children,  the  extent  of  tuo  thoufand 
bigahs  of  arable  land,  in  the  Pergunna  of  By- 
laiu-poor.  in  the  Sircar  of  Kinnoge,  for  his  be- 
nefit and  fubfiltence,  free  of  colledlion,  to  com- 
mence from  the  beginning  of  the  autumnal  fea- 
fon  of  the  prefent  year  ;  that  he  may  appropri- 
ate the  produce  of  that  eftate  to  his  own  ufe, 
and  exigencies  from  feafon  to  feafon,  and  from 
year  to  year,  and  continue  to  pray  for  the  happi- 
nefs and  permanence  of  our  reign.  Let  the 
lords  and  public  officers  of  that  country,  affign 
the  above-mentioned  quantity  of  land,  in  a  good 
foil,  well  meafured,  and  properly  terminated, 
nor  afterwards,  upon  any  account  whatever,  make 
any  encroachments   upon  him  j  nor  charge  him 

with 
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with  rents,  cuftoms,  entrance  money,  yearly 
prefent,  meafurement,  &c.  charges  and  impofts 
of  the  Dewanny,  nor  for  the  dues  of  the  empire. 
For  it  is  our  pleafare  that  he  (hall  enjoy  our 
bounty  free  and  unmolefted,  nor  be  troubled 
from  time  to  time  for  confirmations  of  this  Fir- 
man. Proceed  according  to  the  order,  nor  de- 
part from  it. 
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NUMBER    V. 

THE     TENOR    OF     A     CAZl's     FIRMAN. 

The  Order  that  iffiies  forth  like  Fate. 

AS  in  the  number  of  our  aufpicious  defigns, 
it  is  proper  that  the  people  of  God  fhould  be 
condu6led  from  the  dark  and  narrow  paths  of 
error  into  the  diredl  road  of  truth  and  reafon, 
which  intention  can  only  be  accompiifhed, 
when  an  upright  and  devout  judge,  vefled  with 
his  powers,  fhall  be  eftablifhed  in  every  city  and 
country,    to    unfold    the   doors   of   virtue    and 

juflice, 
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ju (lice,  before   the   faces  of  wicked  and  defigning 
men. 

The  laudable  qualifications  being  found  in  the 
difpofition  of  the  learned  in  the  laws,  the  exten- 
five  in  knowledge,  Eas-ul-dien-Mahommed  j  we 
have,  on  that  account,  favoured  him  with  the 
high  and  refpedable  office  of  Cazi  of  the  city 
of  Cabul,  commanding  him — To  give  the  necef- 
fary  application  to  that  duty — To  obferve  the 
eltablifhed  courfe  of  the  noble  law  in  his  enqui- 
ries— To  pafs  judgment  in  all  difputes,  and  ar- 
bitrations according  to  the  fame  noble  law,  nor 
permit  the  fmalleft  differences  in  the  cafe  to  pafs 
unobferved — To  regulate  his  proceedings  in  fuch 
a  clear  and  diflincl  manner,  as  if  to-morrow 
were  the  day  of  examination  on  which  every 
adion   mud  anfwer  for  itfelf. 

Be  it  known  to  all  rulers,  and  officers,  and 
people,  public  and  private,  that  the  aforefaid 
learned  in  the  law,  is  confirmed  Cazi  of  the 
above-mentioned  city  of  Cabul;  that  they  fhall 
pay  him  all  due  refped,  and  revere  his  decifions 
totally  and  particularly,  paying  all  due  obedi- 
ence to  his  orders,  by  fuch  officers  as  he  fhall  ap- 
point for  executing  the  laws :  receiving  fuch   of 

his 
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his  wordr.-as  are  agreeable  to  the  noble  law  into 
the  ears  of  their  underftanding.  In  this  bufinefs 
proceed  according  to  order,  and  let  none  oppofe 
it. 


NUMBER     VI. 


TENOR  OF    A  CUTWAL*S  FIRMAN. 


AS  a  particular  account  of  the  capacity,  ex- 
perience and  bravery  of  Mahommed  Bakar,  hath 
reached  our  high  and  facred  prefence.  We  have, 
of  our  royal  favour  confirmed,  and  appointed  him 
Cutwal  of  the  city  of  Dowlatabad.  He  is  com- 
manded to  make  the  praQice  of  fidelity  and 
truth  his  ftudy,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  ex- 
ecute the  duties  of  his  office  with  propriety.  He 
is  to  take  care  that  the  guards  and  watches  of 
that  city  be  flriclly  kept,  that  the  inhabitants 
may  be  fecured  and  prote(5led  in  their  perfons 
and  property,  that  they  may  blefs  our  happy 
reign,  and  pray  for  its  duration. 

He  Is  to  ufe  his  utinotl  endeavours  that   no 
thieves,  gamblers,  or  other  mifcreants  fhall  make 

their 
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their  appearance,  and  that  no  nuifairjes  fhall  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  ftreets,  or  before  the 
door  of  any  perfon.  That  no  infidious  old  wo- 
men, pimps  or  jugglers,  who  lead  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  honell  men  into  the  ways  of 
evil,  be  tolerated,  but  have  their  hands  Shortened 
from  fuch  iniquitous  practices.  That  he  will,  as 
much  as  polTible,  prevent  foreftalling  of  grain, 
provifions,  and  other  things,  that  the  markets 
may  be  kept  low,  nor  the  people  fuffer  from 
any  combinations  amongfl;  the  Bunias.  "What 
events  may  arife  of  a  particular  nature,  he  is 
to  fend  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  them  to 
the  prefence. 

Be  it  known  unto  all  Mutafiddies,  and  officers, 
and  all  men,  public  and  private,  of  the  above- 
mentioned  city,  that  the  aforefaid  Mahommed 
Bakar,  is  confirmed  and  appointed  Cutwal,  and 
that  all  quarrels  and  vexatious  difputes  which 
may  arife  in  that  city,  fhall  be  referred  to  his 
decifion,  and  that  they  fhall  fubmit  to  his  arbitra- 
tion, according  to  the  eftabliflied  cufloms  of  the 
empire.  Let  this  bufinefs  be  proceeded  on  ac- 
cording to  order,  and  let  none  oppofe  it. 
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NUMBER     VII. 

COMMISSION    OR  PERVVANNA    FOR  A  CARKUN  OR 
CHIEF    OF     A    DISTRICT. 

TO  all   Chovvdries,  Canongoes,  Muckuddams 
and  others  of  the  Pergunna  of  Noor-poor,   be  it 
known,  That  we  have  appointed   the  chofen  in 
office,  the  fervant  of  the   faithful,  Kinwir  Ram, 
to  the  office   of  Carkun  of  the  above-mentioned 
Pergunna.     They  are  therefore  to  acknowledge 
him  as  fuch,  and   to  make  him   acquainted  with 
every  general  and  particular  tranfadion  in  fettling 
or  colleding  of  which,  he  is  to  keep  an   exa6t 
and  faithful  daily  regiiler,  which  mu(t  be  attefted 
by  the  Shackdar,  Chowdries  and  Canongoes  of  the 
Pergunna,  and  tranfmitted  regularly  every  quarter 
to  the  royal   exchequer.     He  is  to  take  care  that 
the  ancient  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  the  Pergunna 
{hall  not  be  violated,  nor  any  new  imports  or  other 
innovations   be  permitted,  and    to   examine  the; 
books  of  the  above-mentioned  Shackdars,  Chow- 
dries and  Canongoes  from  time  to  time,  that  they 
are  regularly  kept.     He  is  to  receive  his  own  pay 
from  the    Fotadar  of  the  Pergunna.     He   is  to 
demean  himfelf  with  moderation,  juftice  and  in- 
tegrity, that  he  may  be  beloved   and  refpeded. 

In 
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In    this   bufmefs    proceed  according   to     order, 
without  variation. 


NUMBER     VIII. 

COMMISSION  OR  PERWANNA  TOR  A  CRORIE. 

TO  all  Chowdries,  Canongoes,  Muckuddums 
and  Riots  of  the  Pcrgunna  of  Rehimabad,  be  it 
known.     Since  by  the  mandate  that  fubjedls   the 
world,  and  is  refulgent  as  the  fun,  the   office  of* 
Crorie  of  the   faid  Pergunna  is  conferred  upon 
Chaja    Mahonimed  Mauzum ;    from    the   com- 
mencement of  next  term,  they  are  commanded 
to  acknowledge  him  as  fuch,  and  to  be  account- 
able to  him  for  the  ufual  rents  and  eflabliflied 
rights   of  the  Dewanny  from  term  to  term,  and 
from  year    to  year,   without   fcruple  or  refufal, 
nor  in  any  manner  oppofe  his   authority  in   the 
juft  execution  of  his  duty  in  all  that  refpeds  the 
royal  revenues ;    nor  conceal   any   thing  general 
or    particular  from  him,  that  properly  ought   to 
come  under  his  cognizance. 

The  above-mentioned  is  ordered  to  fludy  occo- 
nomy  in  his  department,  and  to  apply  with  dili- 
gence 
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gence  to  his  duty,  without  permitting  the  minut- 
ed tranfadion  in  that  diftrid  to  pafs  unobferved. 
To  behavewithjuftice  and  humanity  to  the  Riots, 
that  they  may  have  no  caufe  of  complaint,  but  be 
encouraged  to  apply  themfelves  diligently  to  their 
various  occupations,  and  that  the  annual  col- 
lections may  increafe  yearly,as  well  as  the  happinefs 
of  the  inhabitants.  He  is  from  time  to  time  to 
lodge  his  colledions  in  the  provincial  treafury. 
In  this  proceed  according  to  the  tenor,  without 
deviation. 
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NUMBER    IX. 

COMMISSION    OF     A      FOTADAR     OR    TREASURER 
OF    A    DISTRICT. 

TO  our  honoured  and  faithful  Mirza  Abra- 
him  Crorie  of  the  Pergunna  of  Mahommed-abad, 
be  it  known :  That  as  the  office  of  FotadAr  of 
the  above-mentioned  Pergunna  hath  become  va- 
cant, We  have  been  pleafed  to  appoint  our  trufly 
and  diligent  fervant  Jaffier  Beg  to  that  office. 
You  are  therefore   commanded   to  give  into   his 

cuftodv 
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cuftody  all  the  rents  and  cuftoms  of  the  Dewanny 
in  that  diftrift,  and  he  fhall  lodge  it  with  care 
in  his  treafury  ;  and  you  are  to  take  his  receipts, 
•which  you  are  to  fend  monthly  to  the  royal  ex- 
chequer, nor  are  you  permitted  to  keep  one  Dam 
of  the  revenues  in  your  own  hands  after  the 
ftated  periods,  and  you  muft  beware  of  treat- 
ing any  of  his  agents  ill,  which  he  may  fend  to 
demand  the  collections.  And  fhould  there  be 
any  deficiencies  in  his  accounts,  you  are  to  be 
anfwerable  for  the  fame.  Know  this  to  be  con- 
firmed, nor  deviate  from  the  order. 


GLOSS  ART 
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Canongoes. 

Literally,  fpeakers   of    the  law  : 

Regifters  of  a  diflridl. 

Carkun. 

The  chief  officer  of  a  diftridl,  who 

lett  the  lands,  audited   the  ac- 

counts, and  preferved  the  an- 

cient ufages. 

Cazi, 

A  judge. 

Chowdrie. 

The  conftable  of  a  fmall  diftrid. 

Cutwal, 

A  mayor  of  a  town. 

Crorie, 

The  colle£tor  of  the  revenues  of  a 

diftrid. 

Dam, 

An  imaginary  coin,   the  fortieth 

part  of  a  rupee. 

Deivan. 

The   receiver-general  of  the   re- 

venues of  a  province. 

Dewanny, 

The  Imperial  revenues  of  the  De- 

wan's  department. 

Firman, 

A  royal  commiflion  or  mandate. 

Fotaddr. 

The  treafurer  of  a  diflrid. 

Jagicer. 

An  eflate  generally  granted  dur- 

ing pleafure  ;  as  alfo  the  Impe- 

rial grant  itfelf. 

yagieerddr. 

The  pofTeflbr  of  the   crown  rents 

of  a  certain  trad  of  land. 

Malajdt, 

The  land  rent. 

Muckuddum^ 

Muta/iddy. 


Nabobs  or 

Nawdb. 


Fergunna, 
Perwanna, 


Riots, 

Sairjdt. 

Sircar. 
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Muckuddunu      The  principal  clerk  of  a  fmall  de- 
partment,   or  the   chief   of  a 
village. 
A  clerk  of  the  cheque,or  any  writer 
employed  about  the  revenues. 
fThe  King's  lieutenant  or  viceroy  of 
a   province,  properly  Naib  j   but 
<;      changed    to   the  plural    number 
by    the   natives,   who   addrefs  ali 
great  men  in  that  manner. 
A  diflria, 
A  commiffion  of  an  inferior  nature 

to  a  Firman. 
Tenants,  huibandmen. 
Ali  kinds  of  taxation,  befides  the 

land  rent. 
A  diflrif^:,  fometimes  comprehend- 
ing  feveral   pergunnas ;  as  alfo 
the  priricipal  man  ofany  bufinefs. 
A  kind  of  juftice  of  the  peace,  or 
the  moH.  venerable  man   in  a 


Shechdar 


f 

hdar^  or  | 

I 


Sbackdar, 

Zemindar. 
Zemindary. 


town  or  diftrid  of  the   Mahom- 
medan  faith. 

A  pofTeffor  or  farmer  of  lands. 

The  country  farmed  by  a  Zemin- 
dar, which  was  fometimes  of  a 
great  extent,  and  formed  info  a 
kind  of  county,  having  its  own 
courts  and  particular  jurifdic- 
tions. 
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THIRD       V  O  L  U  M  E. 


A  BA  Chan  flain  by  Shere,  3 1 . 

Abdalla^  commands  in  Guzerat^  51.  Rewarded  foj 
his  fen'ices,  148.  Quafhes  an  infurreftion  in  Behar, 
170.     Difmifled  from  his  government,   176. 

Abdalla^  King  of  Bucharia,  418. 

Aclemad-ul-Do'wlat^  raifed    to    the   vizarit,  36.     His  wife 
and  able  adminiftration,  37. 

Afiicad  Chatij  36.     His  death  and  chara£ler,  58. 

Add  3haiv,  fues  for  peace,   150.     Defeated   by  Aurung- 

zebe,  221. 
Afgans   rebel,    38.     Again    rebel   and   are   repulfed,   142' 

Rebel,  415.     Defeated,  417. 

Agriculture  encouraged,  37. 

Alhar^  his  great  abilities,   I.     His  empire  not  fo  extenfive 
as  that  of  the  Patans,  2.     His  death,  4. 

AH   Murddn^     delivers    up    Candahar,     171.      Rewarded, 
172.     Promoted,    178.     Made    governor    of   Cafhmire, 
185.     Invades  Buducklhan,   194.     His  death   and  cha- 
ra(^er,  219. 
Vol.  III.  O  o  Al'iverdiy 
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Alivet-diy  his  infolence,   187. 

Alia  (Self),  his  unhappy  fate,    1 12. 

Allutn  (Chan)  returns  from  Perfia,  61. 

Amdr  Singh  J  his  raftinefs  and  death,   191. 

Ameid  reduces  Chittagong,  397. 

^»3z/z  (Mahommedj  the  fon  of  Jumla,  216.  Relcafed  by 
the  Prince  Mahommed,  ibid.  His  infolence  to  Aurung- 
zebe,  409.     Sent  againft  the  Afgans,  417. 

Arabian  fyftem  of  philofophy,  2. 

Arfelan  Aga^  the  Turkifh  ambaflador,   180. 

Afiph  jal^  35.  His  daughter  married  to  -Shaw  Jehan,  56. 
Made  Vifier,  59.  Oppofts  coming  to  battle,  70. 
Croffes  the  Gelum,  92.  Refolves  to  releafe  the  empe- 
ror, 93.  Defeated  by  Moliabet,  95.  Taken  pnfoner, 
96.  His  conference,  100.  And  fchemes  with  Moha- 
bet,  loi.  Raifes  Dawir  Buxfh  to  the  throne,  113. 
Defeats  Shariar,  114.  Proclaims  Shaw  Jehan,  113. 
Continued  in  the  vizarir,  120.  Arrives  at  Agra,  121. 
In  liigh  favour,  122.  Commands  the  arniy,  144, 
Defeats  Lodi,  ibid.  Demands  him  of  the  Nizam,  145. 
Lays  wafte  the  Decan,  151  His  death,  181.  His 
charafter,    183.     His  family,    184. 

AJfani'.ies,    invade    JBengal,    172.     Their  country  reduced, 

173- 
Attalla  Chan  killed,  95. 

Azim  Chant  oppofcs  Selim,  3.  Sent  to  Malava,  5.  Abets 
a  confpiracy,  6.  Propofes  to  aHaflinatc  the  emperor,  8. 
Difgrace,  47.  He  is  releafcd,  57.  Commands  an  ar- 
my under  his  grandfon,  74. 

. ,  governor    of    Guzerat,    180.     Removed,  but 

pardoned,    181. 

v^?;;z,    his  valour,    199.     Defeated  by   Aurungzebe,  200» 

Azm:d,  the  fon  of  Lodi,  his  fpirit,  131.  His  gallant  be- 
haviour, and  death,    134. 

Auyio:gzt'bi',  born,  60.  Delivered  as  an  hoftage  to  Jehan- 
girc,  83.  Prefented  to  hib  father,  121.  His  age  at  his 
lather's  acceflion,  122.  Sent  to  Bundela,  155.  In 
high  favour,  158.  Accompanies  his  fatlier  to  the  De- 
can,  167.  Marries  the  daughter  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  169. 
■jealous  of  the  influcncr  of  Dara,    176.     Removed   from 

the 
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the  Decan,  192.  Sent  to  Guzerat,  103.  Sent  to  com- 
mand againft  the  Ufbecs,  199.  whom  he  totally  over- 
throM's,  200.  Befieges  Candahar  in  vain,  206.  De- 
feats the  Pernans,  207.  Sends  Jumla  to  court,  217. 
Joins  Jumla,  219.  Takes  Bider,  221.  Defeats  Adil 
-Shaw,  222.  His  plans  with  Jumli,  223.  His  cha- 
racter, 231.  Hears  of  his  father's  illnefs,  235.  Em- 
braces Morad's  propofals,  236.  .Gains  over  Jumla,  237. 
Marches  from  Aurungabad,  239.  His  management  of 
Morad,  240.  Arrives  at  the  Nirbidda,  ibid.  Joined  by 
Morad,  241.  Defeats  the  Maraja,  242.  Remains  at 
Ugein,  243.  Turns  the  rear  of  Dara's  army,  24?). 
His  order  of  battle,  247.  His  refolution,  2;i.  Gains 
the  battle,  252.  His  great  addrefs,  257.  Corrupts 
the  army  of  Soliman,  258.  Arrives  before  Agra,  261. 
Sends  a  mellage  to  his  father,  262.  His  conference 
with  his  filter^  z/^/W.  His  duplicity  and  addrefs,  263. 
His  fchemes,  265.  Seizes  his  father,  267.  Writes  to 
him,  268.  Deceives  Morad,  269.  Prepares  to  purfue 
Dara,  270.  His  narrow  efcape,  271.  He  feizes  Mo- 
rad, 272.  Quells  the  army,  273.  Advances  to  Delhi, 
274.  and  mounts  the  throne,  275.  Purfues  Dara,  291. 
Arrives  on  the  Suttuluz,  292.  How  he  receives  the  ad- 
herents of  his  brother,  294.  Marches  to  Moultan,  295. 
CauH^  of  his  return,  2)6.  Dupliciry  toward  Suja,  297. 
His  preparations  agaiaft  Suja,  298.  Marches  down 
■along  the  Jumna,  259.  Offers  battk,  3  )o.  Betrayed 
"by  the  Marnja,  30T.  His  refolution,  302.  Obtains 
the  vi<n:ory,  303.  VA?.  fpeech  to  the  nobles,  304.  Ar- 
,»ii\Je'iat  Agra,  306.  Marches  againll  Dara,  315.  Of- 
fers battle,  317.  His  llratagem  to  deceive  Dara,  318. 
Overthrows  that  prince,  321.  Seijds  a  force  in  purfuit 
of  him,  324.  Calls  a  couii':lI  concerning  Dara,  328. 
Cond^miis  him  to  death,  331.  His  behaviour  on  feeing 
his  brother'^  head,  334.  Sends  an  infidious  letter  to 
his  fon  jNLr.iomm.ed,  344.  Imprifons  him,  347.  Hia 
prudent  ndminiftration,  ^cd.  Sufpe6ls  his  fccond  fon, 
358.  Expedient  againlt  Solinan,  359.  H'S  behrviour 
to  that  prince,  360.  Receives  an  embaify  from  Perfia, 
362.  His  humanity,  364.  His  ficknefs,  368,  Con- 
tteruation  of  trie  people  thereupon,  ^6.^.  His  anxiety, 
370.  RivS  rp-foluie  behaviour,  371.  He  recovers,  ibid. 
His  demands  on  hia   father,   372.      His  heultu  pcrfecliy 

O  o  2  redo  red, 
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rcftored,  377.  His  progrefs  to  Cafhmire,  378.  His 
jealoufy  of  Jumla,  381.  Endeavours  to  appeafe  Shaw 
Abas  II.  402.  Sufpe6ls  the  Perfians  in  his  iervice,  405. 
His  irrefolution,  406.  Sends  for  his  filler  Jehanara, 
407.  Reconciled  with  the  Perfians,  408.  He  takes  the 
field,  409.  Alarmed,  413.  Rewards  Dilere,  414. 
His  genius,  421.  Actention  to  juilice,  422.  His  con- 
tempt of  pomp  and  flattery,  ib'ul.  Plainnefs  of  drefs, 
and  aufterity,  423.  His  juilice  and  clemency,  424. 
His  public  building:,,  and  encouragement  of  letters, 
425.  His  courage,  learning,  and  manly  exercifes,  427. 
His  continence,  428.  Amufements,  429.  His  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  morning,  430.  noon  and  evening,  431. 

B 

Bahdder  Shaw  rebels  in  Guzerat,  51. 

Bahiry  his  fucccfsful  invafion  of  Golconda,   I39i 

Bandor  aflaffinates  Chufcro,  66. 

Bao  Singh  fucceeds  his  father,  48. 

Betigaly  difturbances  in,   21. 

Bickermajitf  fent  into  the  mountains  of  Sewalic,  60. 
Killed,  72. 

Bocharas  taken,   118.     Magnificent   reception  of  its  king, 

418. 

Bochari  (Ferid)  his  fpirited  refolution,  4.  Sent  in  purfuit 
of  Chufero,  li.  Defeats  that  prince,  12.  Difabled  by 
a  flroke  of  the  palfy,  35. 

Bijapoufy  Raja  of,    beauty  of  his  wife  caufe  of  his  fali, 

171. 

Bunddla,  its  Raja  revolts,   125. 

c 

Calamities^    149- 

Candahdry  befeged,  18.  Loft  to  the  empire,  83.  Deli- 
vered up  by  Aii  Murdan,   170. 

Cnftm  takes  Chufero,    16. 

governor  of  Benq^al,  takes  Hugley,   154. 

Chaja  Aiufsy  his  diftrefs  in  the  defirt,  22.  Arrives  at  La- 
hore, 23.  Promoted,  24.  Made  high-treafurcr,  ibid. 
Made  vifier,  35. 

Channa- 
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Channa-zdd  defeats  the  Ufbecs,   84. 

Chan    Chatjan,    accompanies   Purvez,  42.     Difgraced,  43. 

Intrigues  with  the  enemy,  ^^,     Befieged  in  Brampour, 

62.     His  death,   103.     Chara£ler,   104. 

CharaSJers  of  the  natives  of  Afia  ftrongly  marked,  2. 

Chittagong  reduced,  397. 

Churnttn  (prince)  19.     Sent  to  command  the  army  in  the 

Decan,  45.  Forces  the  Rana  to  a  peace,  46.  In  great 
favour,  ibid.  Returns  to  court,  47.  Carries  every 
thing  before  him,  48.  All-powerful  in  the  affairs  of  the 
date,  51.     His  name  clianged  to  Shaw  Jehan,  54. 

Chufero  (prince),  3.  His  party  ftruck  with  a  panic,  4. 
Received  into  favour,  5.  Meditates  to  rebel,  6.  Re- 
fufes  to  aflaflinate  his  father,  8.  His  plot  difcovered, 
ibid.  Flics  from  Agra,  9.  Plunders  the  country,  10. 
Pillages  the  fuburbs  of  Delhi,  11.  Marches  toward 
Lahore,  12.  Defeat  and  flight,  13.  He  is  deferted  by 
his  adherents,  14.  In  great  diflrefs,  15.  He  is  taken 
and  brought  to  his  father,  i5.  His  behaviour  before 
him,  17.  Clofely  confined,  19.  Rcleafed,  56.  Deli- 
vered up  to  Shaw  Jehai,  63.  His  chara<Ser,  64. 
AlTaflinatioa,  6^.     Manner  of  it,  66. 

Cipper-Sheko,  accompanies   his   father  Dara,  323.     Bound 

and   dragged    from   his  father,  332.     Sent  prifoner  to 

Gualiar,  333. 
Coolies  defeated,   C2.. 
Cruelty  (excufe  fo'-),   120. 

Cuttub  rebels  in  Bchar,  40.     Killed  with  a  brick-bat,  41. 
Cuitub,  king  of  Tellingana,    213.     Imprifons   the   fon   of 

Jumla,  2ii^.     Offers  terms   to   the  prince   Mahommed, 

ibid.     Defeated,  217. 
Cuttub  Chan  quells  a  rebellion  in  Guzerat,  379. 


D 

Daroy  83.  Prefented  by  Afiph  Jah  to  his  father,  121. 
His  Age  at  his  father's  accclTion,  122.  Marries  the 
daughter  of  Purvez,  1 57.  Jealous  of  his  brothers.  159. 
Promoted,  175.  Marches  againft  the  Perfians,  t85. 
Dangerous  ficknefs,  190.  Speech  againft  Aurungzebe, 
192.  His  great  jealoufy  of  that  prince,  210.  Unfuc- 
cefsful- againft  Candahav,  211.     Appointed  to  fucceed 

to 
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to  the  throne,  212.  PofTejfTes  part  of  the  Imperial 
power,  214.  Afiumes  the  government,  223.  His 
violence,  224.  Sends  his  father  to  Agra,  225.  Turns 
TairJa  out  of  his  ofTice,  226.  His  filial  piety,  227. 
Carries  all  before  him,  ibid-  His  char^j^er,  229.  His 
great  preparations,  2J4.  Marches  againft  Aurungzebe 
and  Morad,  245.  Charge  given  him  by  his  father, 
246.  His  order  of  battle,  247.  His  bravery,  249. 
By  an  accident,  250.  is  overthrown  by  Aurungzebe, 
251.  How  received  by  his  father,  255.  His  flight  to 
Delhi,  256.  Raifes  forces,  257.  Flics  to  Lahore, 
274.  His  irrefolution,  290.  Retreat  from  the  Bea, 
291.  Hefitates  about  giving  battle,  292.  He  flies 
from  Lahore,  293.  Flies  to  Bicker,  308.  Medi- 
tates to  retire  to  Perlia,  309.  Difluaded  by  the 
favourite  Sultana,  309.  Arrives  at  Tatta,  310.  His 
diftrefs   in   the   defart,  ihld.     Arrives   at   Guzerat,  311. 

.  Gains  over  the  governor,  312.  Marches  toward  Agra, 
ibid.  Turns  toward  the  dominions  of  the  INIaraja,  313. 
who  deferts  his  caufe,  314.  He  fortifies  himfelf  at  Aj- 
mere,  315.  Infulted  in  his  lines,  317.  Deceived 
by  Aurungzebe,  318.  Totally  defeated,  321.  His 
misfortunes,  322.  Uncommon  diitrefs,  323.  Arrives 
nt  Tatta,  324.  Prepares  to  fly  to  Perfia,  325.  De- 
,  tained  by  his  regard  for  the  Sultana,  326.  Throws 
himfelf  upon  Jehan,  ibid.  His  grief  for  the  death  of 
the  Sultana,  327.  Betrayed  and  delivered  to  the  ene- 
mv,  328.  Carried  with  ignominy  through  Delhi,  329. 
Humanity  of  the  people  for  him,  330.  His  manly  be- 
haviour, ibid.  Circumllances  previous  to  his  murder, 
332.  AfTafiinated,  333.  Reflecl ions  on  his  death,  ibid. 
His  head  brought  to  Aurungzebe,  334. 

Daiuir  BuxJIjy  the  fon  of  Chufero,  74.  Raifed  to  the 
throne,  113.  A  temporary  emperor,  114.  Depofcd 
and  murdered,    115. 

Debcre,  deceives  Dara,   319.     His  valour,   320. 
Dern?iy  a  fmall  part  only  conquered,   2.      Invaded  by  Shaw 
Jehan,    138.     Its   princes   fue    for   peace,    151.     Invaded 
by  Shaw  Jehan,    166-     Submits,   168. 

Dllercy    invades     Bijapour,     411.       Sufpet^s     the    prince 

Sliaw  Alhim,  412.      Flies  from  hirti,  413. 
Diri.i  defeats  the  Nizam,    1  29. 

Doif'r/fn)ad  (tlie  city  of),  taken,   145.     The   citadel   taken 
-  bv  Mo'i.ib-r,    157.  V  j' 

Eder 
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Eder  defeated  by  Abdalla,  52. 
Elephanty  killed  by  Aurungzebe,   159. 
Elephants^  of  Ceylon  and  Pegu,  329. 
Eman  Kulli,   118. 

Eraditj  receives  Shaw  Jehan,  z^l-  ^'"^  danger  of  a  defeat, 
141.  Removed  from  the  command  of  the  army,  142. 
Takes  Dowlatabad,   145. 

Etabar  defends  Agra  againft  Shaw  Jehan,  68.     , 

Executions  (a  dreadful  kind  of),   17. 


Fakiers  (remarkable  infurreftion  of),  385.     Quelled,  386. 

F amine y   363. 

Fedai  Chmiy  his  gallant  refolution,  95. 

Ferid.     See  Bochari. 

Ferofe  feizes  Shariar,   1 14. 

G 

Ghazi  raifes  the  fiege  of  Candahar,   1 8. 

Government^  becomes  fettled  and  uniform  under  Akbar,    i 

Its  efFefts  on  the  manners  of  the   Indians,   2.     That  of 

the  Tartar  Moguls,   19. 

H 

i/d)&iVw  advifes  the  murder  of  Dara,  331. 

Hidjar  Singh  revolts,  125.  Defeated  and  flies,  127. 
Taken  and  pardoned,  128.  Revolts,  154.  His  mif- 
fortunes  and  bravery,   155.     His  death,  ibid. 

Houfe  of  TimuTy  extent  of  their  dominions,  3.  Their  re- 
venue, 2*     Their  forces,   3. 

Hugleyy  taken  by  aflault,    154. 

Hujfein  Bcgy  joins  Chufero,  9.  His  advice  to  that  prince, 
13.  Attends  him  in  his  flight,  14.  Taken,  16.  Put 
to  death,   17. 

Huffein  (Abdul),  obtains  a  vidory  in  Malava,  62.  At- 
tacks Lodi,   133. 

Hujfeiny  the  fon  of  Lodi,   134. 
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Jam  (Raja)   receives  Dara  hofpitably,  323. 

Ibrahim  defeated  and  flain,   76. 

Jehan  (Chan),  his  humanity,   328. 

Jehatiara  'x\\Q  Tpr\ncth)i  her  chara(fber,  122.  Meets  with 
an  accident,  190.  Her  conference  with  Aurugzebe, 
262.  Deceived  by  that  prince,  263.  Sent  for  by  Au- 
rungzebe  to  appeafe  the  Perfians,  407. 

Jehangire^  mounts  the  throne,  5.     Confirms  all  the  laws 
of  his   father,  6.     Purfues   his   fon  Chufero,    ii.     His 
behaviour  to  him  when  taken,   17.     Marches  to   Cabal, 
18.     Perplexed,    19.      His    defigns   againft  Share   Af- 
kun,    26.     Refufes    to    fee   Mher-u!-Nifla,    33.     He   is 
captivated    by    her    charms,    34.     Marries     her,    ihid. 
Changes  her  name   into   Noor-Mahil,  35.     Her  power 
over    him,     36.     His    indolence,  37.     Natural    impati- 
ence,  43.     Removes    to    Ajmere,    44.     A   whim,  46. 
Pays  extravagant    honours  to  Moin-ul-Dien,  49.     His 
magnificence,   51.     His  reception  of  the  Englifh  ambaf- 
fador,      ihicL     Leaves     Ajmere,    55.     Releafes     prince 
Chufero,    56.     Arrives    at  Mando,   57.     Marches   into 
Guzerat,  ikid.     Returns   to   Agra,  ibid.     Makes  a  pro- 
grefs    to   Cafhmire,    60.     His  public   works,  6r.     Re- 
turns to  Lahore,  61.     Enraged  at  the  murder  of  Chu- 
fero,    66.       Declares     Shaw     Jehan    a     rebel,      69. 
His   diflrefs,    70.     His    dream,    ibuL     Defeats     Shaw 
Jehan,      72.       Sufpe^ls      Mohabet,     85.      Calls     him 
to  court,  88.     Surprifed  and  taken  in  his   tent   by   that 
oiHccr,  90.     His  behaviour   on  the  occafion,  91.     His 
great   danger,    95.     Marches   toward   Cabul,  <)6,     Re- 
fufes to   put   Mohabet   to  death,  99.     Returns  to  La- 
hore,   100.     Declines  in  his  hcaltli,    105.     His  death, 
106.     Ciiaraclcr,    107.     Wrote  his  own  memoirs,    107. 
Anecdotes  of  his  private  life,  ibid.     Scheme  of  cftablifli- 
ing  a   new  religion,   108.     His  violence,   109.     Severe 
juftice,    III.     Mis  children,    116. 

Jil'otiy  325.  Receives  Dara,  326.  Betrays  him,  327. 
Delivers  him  up  to  the  enemy,  328.  Rewarded  by 
Aurungzc:be,  330.     Slain  by  the  people,   331. 

If.am,  governor  of  Bengal,  39.  Reduces  Aflam,  172- 
Removed  from  his  government,    176. 

'fumla.,  (Mahommed),  his  rife  and  chara<fler,  213.  His 
influence  witli  Aurungzebc,  215.     Made  vifier  by  Shaw 

Jehan, 
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Jehan,  217.  Sent  to  the  Decan,  219.  Concerts  mea- 
fures  with  Aurungzebe,  223.  Returns  to  Agra,  ibid. 
Turned  out  of  his  office,  226.  Gained  by  Aurungzebe, 
237.  Imprifoned,  239.  Arrives  at  court,  295.  His 
refolution,  302.  Sent  in  purfuit  of  Suja,  303.  Turns 
his  rear,  337.  Attacks  Suja  in  his  Unes,  338.  Quafhes 
a  mutiny,  340.  His  fpeech  to  the  army,  342.  De- 
feats Suja,  343.  Receives  the  prince  Mahommed,  346. 
Drives  Suja  from  Bengal,  348.  He  invades  Aflam, 
381.  which  he  reduces,  382.  His  retreat,  death,  and 
chara£ler,   384. 

Jujticey  remarkable  inllancc  of,   in,   112. 

K 

Kilhurga  taken  by  Aurungzebe,  222. 
Koka  flain  by  Shere  Af  kun,  3 1 . 


Z.flf/ defeated  by  Abdalla,  52. 

Lefcavy  what,  44. 

Lodi  (Chan  Jehan),  accompanies  prince  Purvez,  42. 
Commands  the  army  in  the  Decan,  103.  Averfe  to 
Shaw  Jehan,  115.  Submits,  123.  Affronted  at  court:, 
129.  Shuts  himfelf  up  in  his  houfe,  13  [.  His  dif- 
trefs,  132.  Gallant  behaviour  and  flight,  133.  At- 
tacked at  the  Chunbul,  134.  Efcapes,  135.  Forms  a 
confederacy  in  the  Decan,  138.  Commands  their 
forces,  140.  Difappointed  in  his  views,  142.  De- 
feated, 144.  His  flight,  145.  Misfortunes  and  death, 
146.     His  charafter,   147. 

M 

Makcmmed  {■^x\nct)i  the  fon  of  Aurungzebe,  215.  Takes 
Hydrabad,  217.  Defeats  the  king  of  Golconda,  ibid. 
Returns  to  Brampour,  ibid.  Employed  by  his  father, 
265.  to  feize  the  perfon  of  Shaw  Jehan,  266.  Which 
he  efFefts,  267.  Rejects  the  offer  of  the  empire,  ibid. 
Refufed  admifl'ion  to  his  grandfather,  280.  Made  go- 
vernor of  Moultan,  297.  Joins  his  father,  298.  His 
rafhnefs,  299.  Purfues  Suja,  303.  Joined  by  Jumla, 
337.     Deferts   to   Suja,    339.     Marries    that    prince'3 

daughter, 
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daughter,    340.     His    confidence,     343.     His    father's 
infidious  letter   to   him,  344.     Sufpe^ted   and   difmifTed 
by   Suja,    345.     He    is    feized,    346.    and    iinprifoned, 
347.     His  death  and  charatler,  388. 
Malika  Shade y    1 63. 

Malleck  Amber,  at  the  head  of  the  rebels,  53.  His  bold- 
nefs,  54. 

Man  Singh,  favours  Chufero,  3.  Abets  a  confpiracy,  6. 
His  death,  47.     Succeeded  by  his  fon,  48. 

Maraja  rebels,  212.  Reduced,  213.  Favours  Dara, 
227.  Oppofes  Aurungzebc  at  the  Nirbidda,  240  His 
folly  and  defeat,  241.  Mafculinc  behaviour  of  his  wife, 
242.  Olfended  at  Aurungzebe,  294.  His  treachery, 
301.  Plunders  the  baggage,  302.  Carries  a  falfe 
report  to  Agra,  305.  Propofes  to  join  Dara,  313.  But 
is  gained  by  Aurungzebe,  314.  Sent  to  aid  Shaifta, 
366.  His  plot  to  afTaflinate  that  general,  367.  Dif- 
contented,  394. 

Maiizim  (Mahoinmed  the  fon  of  Aurungzebe),  347.  Em- 
ployed by  his  father  in  a  ftratagem,   346. 

Jijher-ul-NiJpi,  Iier  accomplifliments  and  beauty,  24. 
Captivates  the  prince  Selini,  25.  Married  to  Shere 
Afkun,  7^/W.  Her  hulband  (lain,  31.  She  is  brought  to 
court,  32.  Denied  atlmittance  to  the  emperor,  33. 
Her  ingenuity,  ibid.  She  captivates  the  emperor,  34. 
Married  by  Jehangire,  ibid.  Her  name  changed  to 
Noor-Mahil,  35.  Acvancement  of  her  relations,  36. 
Her  magnificence,  51.  Power  over  the  emperor,  56. 
Her  name  changed  to  Noor-Jehan,  ibid.  Builds  a  mag- 
nificent monument  for  her  father,  58.  Her  flight  from 
Mohabct,  92.  Her  intrepid  coiidu6l,  93.  Seized  by 
Mohabet,  96.  Comlemncd  to  death,  ibid.  But  par- 
<lorcd,  97.  Hor  violence  againit  Mohabet,  160. 
f /bliges  him  to  fly,  ibid.  Procures  a  will  in  favour  of 
Shariar.  113.  Confined  by  her  brother,  114.  Death 
and  chararler,    195. 

Mohabei,  commands  the  army  in  the  Dccan,  43.  Joins  tlie 
emp  Tor  againil  Shaw  J  ban,  71.  Commands  the  army 
under  Pur\j/.,  73.  Defeats  Shaw  Jehan,  75.  Marches 
toward  Bengal,  79.  Totally  defeats  Shaw  Jehan,  80. 
Envied  an<l  fiifperted,  85.  Accufed  oi  treafon,  86. 
His  enemies  at  cou'-t,  8".  Commanded  to  appear  in 
the  prefjnce,  88.  His  meflcnger  g:o<"'ly  aflVonted,  89. 
J-Ie  lurprifcs  tl  e  enijicror  in   his  tent,  90,     Carries  him 
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to  his  own  camp,  pr.  Cuts  ofFSujait  for  Iiis  Infolcnce, 
p2.  Carries  the  cinpcror  to  his  camp,  93.  Defeats 
the  vifier,  g^.  and  takes  him  prifoner,  96.  Seizes  and 
condemns  to  death  the  emprefs,  ibicl.  Pardons  her,  97. 
Manages  the  empire,  iLfiu.  In  danger  at  Cabul,  98. 
Refigns  his  power,  99.  Obhged  to  fly,  100.  His  con- 
ference with  the  vifier,  10 1.  Pardoned,  102.  Re- 
fides  with  the  Rana,  103.  Joins  Shaw  Jehan,  114. 
Commands  in  the  Decan,  123.  Sent  againil  the  Uf- 
becs,  125.  and  into  Bundela,  127.  His  generous  con- 
dufl  to  the  Raja,  128.  Deprived  of  the  command  of 
the  army,  129.  Sent  to  the  Decan,  157.  Takes  Dow- 
latabad,  158.  Quarrels  with  prince  Suja,  ibid.  His 
death  and  chara(^ter,  161.  Anecdotes  of  his  private 
life,   162. 

Mohubet  (the  younger),  takes  Kilburga,  222.  Sent  to 
Guzerat,  373. 

Alorad,  emperor  of  the  Ottomans,   178. 

Morad  (pnnce)y  deUvered  as  an  hoftage  to  Jehangire,  83.1 
Prefenied  to  his  father,  121.  His  age  at  his  father's 
accefPion,  122.  Diftinguifhes  himfelf,  181.  Marries 
the  daughter  of  Shaw  Nawaz,  186.  Sent  with  an  army 
againfl  the  Uibecs,  196.  And  through  his  impatience 
difgraced,  198.  Sent  to  the  Decan,  205.  Removed, 
on  account  of  his  violence,  from  that  government,  208. 
His  characfter,  232.  Propofals  to  Aurungzehe,  236. 
Deceived  by  him,  240.  Commands  in  the  center  of 
battle,  248.  His  great  bravery,  250.  Deceived  by 
Aurungzebe,  269.  His  counter-plot  mifcarries,  270. 
He  is  again  deceived,  271.  Seized  by  his  brother,  272. 
Sent  prifoner  to  Agra,  273.  His  wife  perfuades  her 
father,  311.  to  join  Dara,  312. 

Mukirrib  ChaUy  his  affecflion  for  his  fovereign,  92. 
Mumtaza     Zemaniy      the    favourite    Sultana     Kudfia,     60. 
dies,   149.     Her  tomb,   189.   &c. 

N 
Niidili  Midav.iy  a  gallant  ofBcer,   38. 

Nadira,  the  daughter  of  Purvez,  married  to  Dara,  157. 
Her  misfortunes,  322.  Overwhelm.ed  with  diflrefs  and 
ficknefs,  325.     Her  fortitude,  ibid.     Her  death,  326. 

Naift  fent  by  Afiph  to  Mohabet,   1 14. 

Nazir  commifhoned  to  murder  Dara,  331. 

Nizam 


INDEX. 

Nizam  propofes  terms,   145. 
Noor-Jehatt.  Vide  Mher-ul-NifTa. 
Noor-Mahil.  Vide  Mher-ul-Nifla. 

P 

Pence  between  India  and  Perfia,  18.  Another  pacifica- 
tion, 173.  Univerfal  peace,  387.  Peace  with  Perfia, 
410.     A  general  peace,  417. 

Periftt  murders  many  of  the  imperial  family,  n6.  Af- 
fronts Lodi  in  the  prefence,  131.  Killed  by  Lodi's 
fon,   134. 

Perfia  (origin  of  the  quarrel  with),  399. 

Perfiatis  inveft  Candahar,    17. 

Piara  Bani,  only  wife  of  Suja,  352.  Her  refolution  and 
melancholy  death,  353. 

Pomp  of  the  court  of  India,  2. 

Portuguefe^  complaints  againft  them,  153.  Daftardly  be- 
haviour at  Hugley,   154. 

Purvez  (prince),  19.  tSent  againft  the  Rann,  41.  His 
mildncfs  and  inexperience,  42.  Recalled,  43.  Po- 
litenefs  to  the  Englirti  ambaifador,  48.  Refides  at  Bram- 
pour,  53.  Commands  the  army,"  ibid.  Superfeded  by 
the  prince  Churrum,  54.  Purfues  Shaw  Jehan,  73. 
Defeats  Shaw  Jehan  at  the  Nirbidda,  75.  Totally 
defeats  him  in  Bengal,  8o.  His  infenfibility  and 
death,   102.     His  characfler,   103. 

R 

Rahim,  taken  prifoner,   16.     Put  to  death,    17. 

Rahim  (Abdul)  accompanies  prince  Purvez,  42. 

Raja-Mohily  deftroyed  by  fire,    177. 

Rami  rebels,  41.     Sues  for  peace,  45.     Breaks  the  treaty, 

53- 
Refnctiotis  on  the  government  of  the  Moguls,  1 19  On 
defpotifm,  188.  On  the  caufe  of  the  civil  war,  228. 
On  the  defeat  of  Dara,  252.  On  Aurungzebc's  mount- 
ing the  throne,  276.  On  the  reign  and  chara(ner  of 
Shaw  Jelian,  282.  On  the  art  of  Aurungzebe,  285. 
On  the  death  of  Dara,  333.  On  the  death  of  Suja, 
353.     On  the  condu(fl  of  Aurungzebe,  355. 

Rhotas  (new),   taken,  96. 

Roads,  improvement  thereof  by  Jehangirc,  61. 

Rcdrlguex 


SJ 
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Rodriguez  refufes  aid  to  Shaw  Jchan,    153. 

Roe  (Sir  Thomas),  arrives  at  Brampour,  48.  How  re- 
ceived by  Purvez,  49.  Arrives  at  Ajmere,  51.  His 
fuccefs  at  court,  57. 

RoJJjinara  (the  princefs>,  her  charac^ler,   122. 

Riiflum  Suffavi  carries  on  the  Perfian  war,  6g. 


SaduHay  made  vifier,   194.     Settles   the   affairs  of  Balick, 

198.     His  dea;h,  214. 
Seahojh  totally  defeated,   171. 

5^,  his  feeble  reign  over  Perfia,  170.  Marches  an  army 
toward  Candahar,  171.  Makes  peace  with  Shaw  Je- 
han,  173.  Propofes  to  invade  India,  185.  His  death, 
186. 

Seif  comxmEiontd.  to  murder  Dara,  331. 

Seliniy  intrigues  againft  him,  3.     Mounts   the  throne,  4. 

Affumes    the    name    of  Jehangire,    '5.     Captivated    by 

Mher-ul-Nifla,  25. 

Senvajiy     his    depredations,     365.     War   with    him,    388. 

His  ftrange  conduffl,  392.     Infolence    to    Aurungzebe, 
ibid.     His  flight,  393. 

Bhaijia  Chan,  commands  an  army  in  the  Decan,  138. 
The  eldeft  Ton  of  Afiph  Jah,  184.  Second  in  command 
before  Hyderabad,  217.  Writes  a  letter  to  Aurung- 
zebe, 247.  Betrays  Dara,  255.  Condemned  to  death, 
258.  Refcued,  260.  His  panic,  305.  Invades  Ma- 
labar, 365.  A  plot  to  afiaflinate  him,  367.  Made  go- 
vernor of  Bengal,  395.  Gains  over  the  Portuguefe, 
396.     Reduces  Chittagong,   397. 

ShaivAbasl.  18.  A  great  prince,  117.  Surprifes  Can- 
dahar, 67.     His  death  and  character,    136. 

Shaiv  Abas  II.  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  Perfia,  205. 
Takes  Candahar,  206.  Enraged  againft  Aurungzebe, 
401       HiG  death  and  charadfer,  410. 

Shaio  Allum  [ih(t  T^x\nct.)y  his  art,  357.  Sufpe^ted  by  his 
fa:her,  358.  Declared  heir  of  the  empire,  363.  He 
intrigues  for  the  throne,  369.  Sent  to  the  Decan,  374. 
His  jealoufy  of  Dilere,  411,  His  defigns  to  rebel,  412. 
Purfues  Dilere,  413.     Drops  his  defigns,  414. 

Shaw 
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Shaw  Begy  his  unaccountable  behaviour,    i8.     Defeats  the 
Afgans,  38.     Quells  an  infurreftion,   53. 

Shanv   Jt'hafiy  54.     Succefs   in    the   Decan,  55.     Sent  to 
quell    the    infuigents,    62.     Sufpefled    of    airaffinating 
Chufero,    66.     Rebels',    ibii.       Aflumes    the    imperial 
titles,  67.     Attacks  Agra  to  no  efFert,  68.     Forrris   his 
camp  at  Ferid-abad,  ibid.     His   demands   on   his   father 
refufed,    ibid.     Endeavours   to   excufe  himfelf,  69.     Is 
totally  defeated,  72.     His   valour,   73.     His   pirty   de- 
feated in  Gr.zerat,  74.     Defeated  at   the   Nirbidda,   75. 
Flies  to  Oriva,   76.     Reduces   Bengal,  77.  and   Behar, 
ibid.     Divides  his  army  into  three  divifions,  79.     Pre- 
pares   for    action,     80.     Totally    defeated,    ibid.       His 
bravery,   81.     Flies  to  the  Decan,  82.     Befieges  Bram- 
pour,  ibid.     His  altairs  ruined,  83.     Is  panloned  by  iiis 
father,  ibid.     Prepares  to  rebel,   10 1.     Informed  of  the 
death  of  his  father,    114.     Marches  tovi^ard    the   capital, 
115.     Proclaimed    emperor,     116.     His     titles,      120. 
His  Pomp,  ibid.     Attention  to  bufinefs,    121.     His  chil- 
dren,   122.     His  great  abilities,  ibid.     Vigour  of  his  go- 
vernment,  125.     His  clemency,   127.     Enraged  againfl: 
Lodi,   129.     Alarmed  at  his  cfcape,   136.     Prepares  to 
invade  the   Decan,   137.     Arrives   and  detaches  armies 
into  the  enemy's  country,   138.      Rendes  at   Brampour, 
140.     His    vigilance,    ibid.     And    magnificence,     141. 
Rewards    Abdalla,     148      Remits  the   taxes,    149.    to 
thofe  who  liad  furl'ered  bv  a  public  calamity,    151.      Re- 
turns   to    Agra,     152.     Pevfecutes    the    Hindoos,    153. 
Enraged  againil  the   Portuguefe,  ibid.     iSends   Mohabet 
.to  the  D?can,    157.     Progrefs  to   Caflimire,    160.     Re- 
turns to   Agra,   163.     Refolves  to   invade    the   Decan, 
i66        Leaves    Agra,     16;.     Lays   waPte    the    enemy's 
country,   168.     Reduces   the   Decan,  ibid.     Returns  to 
Ajmcre,    169.     M.;l:e3  peace  with  Pcrfia,   173.     A  foe 
to  opprefhon,    176.     Punifhes  opprefTive  governors,    177. 
His     excellent     govenuncnt,    ibid.     His    juflice,     184. 
Gardens    of   Shalimar,     189.      Arrives    at    Agra,    ibid. 
Sends   his  fon    Morad    againft    the    ITlhecs,    196.     Dif- 
graces  that  prince    for   difobediencc,    198.      Returns   to 
Lahore,     202.     J-alous   of   his   fons,    ibid.      Refides  at 
Deilii,   204.      Makes  Jimila  vificr,  217.      Makes  a  tour 
to   the  north,  218.     He    falls   rn;k,   224.      Removed   to 
Agra    from    Delhi,    225.     Recovers,  226.     His   favour 
for  Dara,  227.     His  great  perplexity,   244.     His  charge 
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'  to  Dara,  246.  His  behaviour  to  him  after  his  defeat, 
255.  Writes  to  him,  264.  His  letter  intercepted, 
265.  His  fchemes  to  feize  Aurungzebe,  ibid.  He  is 
deceived  and  taken,  266.  OlTers  the  empire  to  Ma- 
hommed,  267.  How  he  receives  the  ne^s  of  Aurung- 
zebe's  having  mounted  the  throne,  279.  Red-ecT:ions 
on  his  reign,  281.  And  character,  282.  Rejects  the 
.propofals  of  Aurungzebe,  372.  His  fierce  anfu^er  to 
his  fon,  373.  His  death,  389.  Anecdotes  of  his  pri- 
vate hfe,   390,  391. 

Shaivriar^  appointed  by  v  ill  to  fucceed  to  the  throne,  113. 
Defeated,    114. 

Shere   Ajkuti,  21.    Marries  Mher-ul-NifTa,    25*     His  fpi- 
rlt  and   high  birth,  26.     Fights   and    though   unarmed 
kil's  a  tyger,   27.     Defeats  a  defign   againil  his  life,  28. 
Difcomfits  forty  aflalfms,  29.     He  is  murdered,  31. 
Siiiha  (Amir)  rebels,  41. 

Solimany  the  fon  of  Dara,  234.  Surprifes  and  defeats 
Suja,  235.  Deferted  by  his  army,  287.  Fhes  to  Se- 
rinagur,  288.  His  flight,  359.  He  is  taken  and  deli- 
vered up  to  Aurungzebe,  360.  His  behaviour  in  the 
prefence  of  that  prince,   362. 

Succefficn  to  the  throne  (the  mode  of),    1 19. 

Siija  (prince,)  prefented  to  his   father,   121.     His  age  at 
his  father's   acceihon,    122.     Married    to   the  daughter 
of  Ruilum  Sufi^avi,  of  the   royal   line   of  Pt^rfia,    157. 
Expences  on  the  luarriage,  ibiJ.     Sent  to  command  un- 
der Mohabet,    158.     Is  recalled,    160.     Promoted,   175. 
Made  governor  of   Bengal,    176.     Narrow   efcape,   177. 
Sent  to  command  in   Cabul,  203.     Rerurns   to  Bengal, 
206.     Pays  his  refpects  at   court,  209.     His   character, 
230.     He  takes  tlie  field,  233.     Surprifcd  and   defeated 
by   Soliman,    235.     His    preparations  againft    Aurung- 
zebe,   296.     On    full  -march,    298.     Fortifies   hnnfelf, 
299.     His    great    refolution,    301.       Defeated,     303. 
War    againlt    him,   336.     His    preparations,   337.      At- 
tacked   in    his    lines,    338.      Retreats,     339.     Defeated 
near  Tanda,   343.     His  fufpicions,  345,  and  generous 
behaviour  to   Ivlahommed,  346.     Driven   from  Bengal, 
348.     Takes  refuge  in  Arracan,   349.     His   uncommon 
misfortunes,     350.      Ordered    to    leave    Arracan,     351. 
His  refolution,  bravery,  misfortunes,  and  murder,  332. 
Deplorable  fate  of  his  family,  353, 

Stijaitf 
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Sujaitf  quells  an  infurre£tion  in  Bengal,  39.  Slain  by 
Mohabet,  92. 

Suria  Banu  (the  princefs),  her  mild  and  amiable  charac- 
ter, 122. 

T 

,  Tartars f  their  ideas  on  government,   1 19. 
Tirbiety  fent  ambaffador  to  Perfia,  400.     Ill  received  by 

Shaw^  Abas,  402.     His  return  from  Perfia,  405. 
Tuckt  laoosy  the  famous  peacock  throne,  164. 

U 

V^i/ier  Bee   flain,  95. 

V/hecs,  their  irruption,  84.  Their  decline,  117.  Civil 
commotions,  118.  Invade  India,  124.  Repulfed, 
125.  Another  irruption,  129.  Embafly  to  them,  164. 
Incurfions,  191.  Defeated  by  the  prince  Morad,  196. 
Their  prince  flies  to  Perfia,  198.  Overthrown  by  Au- 
rungzebe,  201.  They  fubmit,  202.  Apply  for  aid, 
207. 

W 

Walli^  king  of  the  Ulbecs,  flain,   118. 
Wary  with  the-  Ufbecs,  195.     On  the  coaft  of  Malabar, 
365.     In  Bijapour,  411.  , 

Z 

Wwe  of  ShlraZy  272. 

Ziffer  Jung  feizes  Morad,  ibid. 

Zimafiy  the  fon  of  Mohabet,  joins  his  father,  123.     Com 

mands  the  army,   152.     Death,   169. 
Zingis,  the  Ufbec,  invades  India,   129. 
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